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Chapter 1 


Of times of long ago - A pre historical excursion into the 
Soutpansberg region 


The history of modem day Louis Trichardl started some 1 900 million years ago 
when the archaic sediments and lava, known as the Soutpansberg group, 
emerged to contribute to the formation of an impressive mountain range. It was 
the product of a series of geological faults stretching over a distance of more 
than 500 kilometers from east to west. For many millions of years changing 
environmental conditions have been the order of the day. It is quite possible 
that there was a time when the mountain area, which today is home to 
thousands of people, was not conducive to human settlement. The presence of 
the salt pan at the western extremity of the mountain was an important factor in 
the story of human settlement in the region to take place in the centuries to 
come. 

It is therefore of more than passing interest to contemplate what it must have 
been like to live along the Soutpansberg about 1,5 million years ago. Chances 
are that it would have been considerably warmer than Soutpansberg’s current 
average January (20,7°C) and July (16,3°C) temperatures. 1 The mountain range 
was probably higher than at present. The whole of the mountain range could 
have been a veritable tropical forest area. Large, lush trees - creating a dense 
dome over fertile humus undergrowth - would have been the order of the day. 
The prehistoric Modjadje palm (Encephalartos transvenoses) which still occurs 
in the Western Soutpansberg, 2 would have been present in greater numbers. The 
richly forested environment could have extended southwards on to the 
Pietersburg Plateau. What’s more, when we think of the immense coal deposits 
in the region behind the Soutpansberg, it is evident that there must have been 
forests which many thousands of years ago were covered by successive layers 
of stone and sand. There still are many traces of the ancient plant life of the 
region. The peculiarly shaped baobab trees (Adonsonia digitata) which occur in 
large numbers behind the berg are the silent witnesses to a distant past. 
Scientists estimate that the fairly large, specimens of these trees, which have a 
diameter of more than eight metres, could easily be 3 000 years old. 3 

If there were any early humans resident in the area, they would most likely have 
spent most of the warm season on top of the mountain, only coming down to 


! . CENTRAL STATISTICAL SERVICE, Provincial statistics 1995, Pan 9: Northern Province , 
p.3. 

E.J. MOLL (Ed.). Keith Coates Palgrave Trees of Southern Africa , p. 54. 

Ibid., pp. 587-8. 


2. 

3. 



2 


the plains in cooler times. It could have been an inhospitable mountain range, 
perhaps with an ice cap, during one of the colder ice ages of the past. 

There would have been more water than at present. What is today the Sand 
River with a seasonal flow, could have been a river which had water gushing 
through the rocks and crevices all year long. The plant life could have been 
different. The region behind the mountain the Limpopo Valley could have been 
a lot greener. In fact the Limpopo River probably was much wider and it could 
even have supported a comprehensive flood plain in the northeast. It stands to 
reason that the present day average annual rainfall figure of 974 mm for the 
Soutpansberg District, 4 was much higher. 

Humans 

The story of humankind in the Soutpansberg region is a study of immense 
proportions by itself. For many centuries human beings have been resident in 
today’s Northern Province. At Makapaanspoort, south of Pietersburg, 
paleontologists have found traces of early humans dating back to between 2,3 
and 1,6 million years before the present. 5 The local remains of Homo africanus 
belong to the ancestors of today’s Homo sapiens. 6 Increasingly, scientific 
evidence suggests that humankind originated in Africa, The recent discovery by 
paleoanthropologist Dr. Ron Clarke of a human skeleton aged 3,5 million years 
at Sterkfontein, strengthens the assumption. 7 8 Geneticists have for some time 
tended to formulate theories of the “African Eve” - the originator of all the 
races of humankind.* Its likelihood is no longer really questioned. 
Soutpansberg, because of its locality in Africa, is part of this history. The 
mountain region could have acted as a strategic gateway for travelers to the 
north or the south. It most probably was a venue where people tended to 
congregate before negotiating their course to other regions. 

According to archaeologists there was a Stone Age and an Iron Age. The Stone 
Age, which lasted 500 times longer than the Iron Age, 9 is again subdivided into 
the early, middle and late Stone Age. The early (or old) Stone Age started about 
2,5 million years before the present and lasted up to about 100 000 years ago. 10 
It was from this period - known as the Acheulian - that the first traces of early 
humans in Southern Africa have been found. In fact the Soutpansberg region 


4 . CENTRAL STATISTICAL SERVICE, Provincial statistics 1995, Pan 9: Northern Province, 

P 3 

5 . J. MAGUIRE, “Makapansgat” in Field excursion guide prepared for the 7lh biennial 

conference of the Paleontological Society of Southern Africa, 10-11 September 1992, p. 17. 

6 . J.L. NEWMAN, 77ie peopling of Africa: A geographical interpretation, pp. 16-7. 

7 . P. P1LLAY. “Fossil an important link between man and apc“ in Business Day, 1998.12.10 

(http://www.bday.co.za/98/1210/ncws/n 14.htm). 

8 . R. DAWKINS, River out of Eden: A Darwinian view of life ; See also J. DIAMOND, Guns, 

germs and steel: A short history of everybody for the last IS 000 years, pp. 36-41. 

9. H. ELOFF, “Toe die Lacveld nog woes en leeg was" in U. DE V. PIENAAR (Ed.), Neem uit 
die verlede, p. 5. 

10 . J.L. NEWMAN, The peopling of Africa: A geographical interpretation, p. 28. 
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forms part of the mainstream of Acheulian settlement which extends in a hook 
formation from the lake areas of Central East Africa, down to the Cape and 
then in a northwesterly direction up to Angola." 

The middle Stone Age lasted up to about 35 000 years ago. 12 As a result of the 
prevailing climatic conditions, tools manufactured by the humans of the middle 
Stone Age tended to be smaller. There were probably numerous lakes and 
swamps which supported a rich variety of animals, such as rhinoceros, 
hippopotamus, elephant, buffalo, warthog, crocodile, gazelle and zebra. 13 In 
this period there were numerous technological advances. 1 ' 1 The early humans 
more frequently made use of fires. Settlements became more organised. 
Shelters of grass and stone were constructed. Some of the groups even started 
moving into shelters such as caves. 15 

In the late Stone Age, which probably started about 60 000 years ago and lasted 
up to recent times, the tools were predominantly microliths of exquisite 
manufacture. These tools of stone, bone, ivory and wood, were used as awls, 
burins, scrapers, needles, punches, and points for arrows and even harpoons. 16 
The study of the technological innovations in this period suggest that more 
regional diversification was the order of the day. Tire early human beings most 
probably made their tools to fit in with the prevailing environmental 
conditions. 17 

Industry 

Some archaeologists and paleontologists study the human past in terms of 
industrial activity. The ways in which people occupied themselves with diverse 
tasks, tell the story of how they were able to survive along the Soutpansberg. 

Scientists are today more familiar with the people of the late Stone Age, dating 
from about 30 000 years ago. These people are generally associated with the 
San (or Bushmen). They have left lucid traces taking us as far back as 2 000 
years before the present. We know they were hunters and gatherers (foragers) 
who were resident as far north as the Gwisho springs in the Kafue Valley of 
central Zambia. 111 The most vivid evidence of their existence is the art they left 
behind on rock faces in caves and shelters throughout the drier parts of southern 
Africa - and in the Soutpansberg region too. 


11. Ibid., p. 25. 

12. ibid., p. 28. 

13 . Ibid., p. 28. 

14. Illustrations of middle Stone Age utensils appear in H. ELOFF, 'Toe die Laeveld nog woes cn 
leeg was” in U, DE V. PIENAAR (Ed.), Neem uit die veriede, p. 8. Although these were found 
in the Kruger National Park, it can be safely assumed it is similar to the type of tools being 
used in the Soutpansberg area at the time. 

15 , K. SH1LLINOTON, History of Africa, p. 8. 

16 . J.L. NEWMAN, The peopling of Africa; A geographical interpretation, p. 31. 

17 . K. SHILUNGTON, History of Africa, p. 9. 

18 . Ibid., pp. 9-10. 
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The industry with which the San busied themselves was to hunt the local wild 
animals and gather edible plants. 19 They used small sophisticated stone tools 
(microliths). They were versatile. In tire vicinity of lakes and rivers, such as for 
example Lake Fundudzi and the Limpopo River, there were small communities 
who secured a living by harvesting the indigenous edible plants at the edge of 
the water. They were able to eat the animal life in the water. They had an 
“aquatic culture”. 20 These people's protein diet was complemented with fishing 
and collecting shellfish. Experts have been able to establish that aquatic people 
used traps to catch fish in the Limpopo River. 21 

The salt pan on the western extremity of the mountain was a centre of 
substantial animal activity. Animals would come to lick salt at the pan. The 
early hunters were aware of this and would either set traps, or hunt them down 
with spears or bows and arrows. 23 They would hunt individually and sometimes 
in small groups, depending on the type of game they were after, or they would 
set traps. 23 Today the salt pans are a popular tourist venue for those interested in 
getting the feel of prehistoric Soutpansberg. 

The artistic record 

Soutpansberg’s ‘prehistoric’ residents were artistic. Scientists tell us humankind 
started producing art about 40 000 years ago. The pictures told stories of 
religious experience, memorable incidents, or simply acted as decorative 
elements in the environment in which people found themselves. They were 
symbols of human awareness. As soon as it was possible to make 
representations of visual experience, it was possible to make abstractions. Thus 
the foundations were laid for what was to evolve as the skill of reading and 
writing about 6 000 years ago. The drawings and paintings in the Soutpansberg 
region were probably made between 275 and 1700 AD. 24 It is quite likely the 
early hunters made drawings or paintings on smooth rock faces of die animals 
they observed and hunted. The materials they used ranged from iron oxide or 
hematite (red), bird excrement (white), limonite (yellow), charcoal (black) and 
manganese oxide, as well as ochre (yellow and red). 25 


19. Ibid., pp. 911. 

20. Ibid., pp. 12-3. 

21. H. PAGER, “Rock paintings depicting fish traps in the Limpopo Valley" in South African 
Journal of Science, 71, April 1975, pp. 119-21; E.B. EASTWOOD and C.J.H CNOOPS. A 
preliminary survey of the rock art of the far Northern Transvaal, (Southern African Rock Art 
Research Association, Johannesburg, 1994), p. 48. 

22 . K. SllILLINGTON, History of Africa, p. 10. 

23 . E.A. VOIGT, Mapungubwe: An archaeological interpretation of an Iron Age community, p. 

34. 

24. E.B. EASTWOOD and C.J.H. CNOOPS, A preliminary survey of the rock art of the far 
Northern Transvaal, p. 46. 

25 . M. ENGLISH, “Die rotskuns van die Boesmans (San) in die Nasionalc Krugcrwildiuin" in in 
U. DE V. PIENAAR (Ed ), Neem nil die verledc, p. 21. 
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In a rock shelter in the mountain above the salt pan of Soutpansberg, there are 
drawings of a giraffe and crocodiles. 26 Other works of art in the vicinity of the 
salt pan include 42 sketches of humans, one of sheep, one of cattle and a sketch 
of a kudu. 27 As rock art experts continue with their research, they may be able 
to tell us in time to come about the activities of human industry and community 
in the vicinity of the salt pan. 

Rock art sites usually occur at the foot of hills or rock koppies. They are to be 
found in places where there is or was water, such as small seasonal pans, rivers, 
fountains or lakes. Most sites are along routes used by wildlife. The routes are 
usually situated on the most favourable gradients for animal movement. Rock 
art sites are usually camouflaged by plants and offer protection against the 
elements such as rain and wind. 28 

In the Sand River Poort there is a painting of an elephant. 29 The artist(s) 
probably observed the animal and then painted it. Was the artist one of the 
hunters? Perhaps local residents as a group hunted the elephant. Was the 
purpose of the work of art, to let other hunters know elephants occur in the 
area? Having observed the anatomy of the animal at close quarters, it was 
evidently possible for the artist to paint it on the rock face. The river might have 
been part of a marshy area. The hunters might have driven the elephant into the 
marsh. Once it was trapped they would attack and kill. In this manner many 
ancient communities procured their meat supplies, 

The hunters and gatherers 

Tlte early hunters gathered plants to eat. It is quite likely that the groundnuts 
and roots still being eaten by the indigenous resident along the Soutpansberg 
today, were far more commonly available and collected by members of the 
early hunting communities. They gathered and ate frails and less appetising 
seeds from trees and a vast variety of roots of different plants. The early 
residents of the region were of small posture with wrinkled skins. This was as a 
result of the fact that they had to work very hard to acquire food. At times they 
were even forced to go without food. In order for them to survive, it was 
essential to have a knowledge of the environment in which they found 
themselves. They had to know how to use local materials to construct shelters, 


26. Sec illustration in S.M. MILLER and J.W.N, TEMPELHOFF, “Die romantiek van ‘n 
giaDStonein' 1 in Fauna & Flora, 47, 1990, p. 33. 

27. E.B. EASTWOOD and C.J.H. CNOOPS, A preliminary survey of the rock art of the far 
Northern Transvaal, (Southern African Rock Art Research Association, Johannesburg, 1994), 
p.9. 

28 . M. ENGLISH, "Die rotskuns van die Boesmans (San) in die Nationals Krugerwildtuin” in in 
U. DE V. PIENAAR (Ed.), Neem nit die verlede. p. 20. 

29. See the detailed report of E.B. EASTWOOD and E.N. MATHOHO, The rock art of Sand 
River 1, Western Soutpansberg: A site report, (The Sand River training project Paleo-Art 
Field Services University of Vcnda and the Rock Art Research Centre, Wits, 1998); E.B. 
EASTWOOD and C.J.H. CNOOPS. A preliminary survey of the rock art of the far Northern 
Transvaal, pp. 24-8. 
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probably not too far from water. They were especially skilled in the art of 
hunting all types of animals, from the lively springhare to the reed rat or even 
larger game. 

Of the identity of the Stone Age Soutpansbcrgers we know relatively little. 30 
Two groups of hunters and foragers, associated with the San, were resident in 
the vicinity of the Limpopo and Shasi Rivers. They were the Mapani Masarwa 
who inhabited the mopane woodlands from the eastern parts of Botswana up to 
southern Zimbabwe. The Hitchware San were part of their extended 
community. 31 The other group was the Baduruwane (Vaalpense) who were 
resident on both sides of the Crocodile River further southwest. These people 
lived in the area stretching from Waterberg up to Soutpansberg and the 
Limpopo River. 32 

The Khoisan existed peacefully alongside the VhaNgona, who were amongst 
the early proto-Venda residents in the area. Once the Singo (VhaSenzi, later to 
become the VhaVenda) arrived in the region, in about 1700, the San were 
forced to move away. According to tradition they were forced out for fear of the 
Ngoma-lungundu - the sacred drum of the new residents in the area. 33 How long 
they continued to reside in small groups along the Soutpansberg, is difficult to 
determine, It is perhaps so that most of them, by the 1700‘s, started moving 
away. But then the San, being hunters and gatherers, have always been a mobile 
people. As recently as 1958 some were seen in the Limpopo Valley. In the 
vicinity of the Shasi River, to the north of the Limpopo, remnants of San co¬ 
exist up to the present with the local Bantu speaking peoples. 34 

The Herders 

Long before the hunter gatherers (San) were forced out of the Soutpansberg 
area, they witnessed the arrival of other settlers. These people, usually 
associated with the Khoikhoi (Hottentots) were the owners of livestock and 
were pastoralists by profession. Livestock farming as a form of human industry 
started about 8 500 years ago in the Fertile Crescent of the Middle East, where 
a Mediterranean climate prevailed. 35 The skills were then transmitted in a 
westerly direction to Northern Africa. About 1 500 years later people in the 
Nile Valley started using these methods. 36 Along the river ways there was 
human interaction and communication and the technology of food cultivation 


30 . C.J. JOUBERT, Die soutpan van Soutpansberg, p. 29. 

31 . SCHOEMANSDAL MUSEUM. Publications and publication list 1994-1997. W.S. Fish. E. 

EASTWOOD and W. FISH, Hunters and herders of the far north, p. 57. (Published in Rooi 
Olifant, May 1996.) 

32. Ibid., p. 57. 

33 . Ibid., p. 59. 

34 . Ibid., p. 58. (Published in Rooi Olifant. May 1996.) 

35 . J. DIAMOND, Guns, germs and steel: A short history of everybody for the last 13 000 years 

p. 104. 

36 . J.L. NEWMAN. The peopling of Africa: A geographical interpretation, p. 42. 
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rapidly moved southwards. It would be possible to suggest that the livestock 
farmers who settled in the Soutpansberg had at least 4 000 years of experience 
as farmers behind them. They farmed with cattle, sheep and goats in much the 
same way as people in East Africa did about 5 500 years ago. 

It is difficult to determine precisely when the settlers with pastoral skills arrived 
in the Soutpansberg region. In the case of Zimbabwe we know the first 
livestock farmers were resident in the area as from 500 - 700 AD, 7 It may be 
that some of these people explored the areas to the south of the Limpopo River. 
According to archaeologists Khoi pastoralists were resident along the banks of 
the Limpopo River 1 000 ago. 38 It is likely they were prevented from settling in 
many parts of the region between Soutpansberg and the Limpopo River, as a 
result of the tsetse fly. This did not apply to all animals. There is evidence, 
according to some archaeologists, that as early as 350 AD there were Iron Age 
settlers at Happy Rest, about 22 km to the west of Louis Trichardt. They were 
livestock farmers who owned goats and cattle. 39 

Agricultural pursuits also were the order of the day in the Soutpansberg region. 
It is thought that the early agriculturalists who were resident in the area between 
tire mountain and the Limpopo River as from about 200 to 900 AD were 
primarily associated with people who were skilled in iron working. They were 
also pastoralists. As agriculturalists they had a wide variety of domestic grain 
which included sorghum and millet. As a rule they tended to settle in fertile 
regions which were favourable for human settlement. 40 

The new settlers were linguistically related to San communities. They were 
considerably taller than the earlier inhabitants - as a result of their milk-based 
diet. 41 The hunters and foragers tended to integrate with the new residents. 47 
Archaeological excavations at Pont Drift and Commando Kop on the banks of 
the Limpopo River bear evidence to the fact that the local resident were skillful 


37. B.A. VOIGT. Mapungubwe: An archaeological interpretation of an Iron Age community 
(Transvaal Museum monograph, No. 1 M Pretoria, 1983), p. 131. 

38. SCHOEMANSDAL MUSEUM, Publications and publication list 1994-1997, W.S. Fish. E. 
EASTWOOD and W. FISH, Hunters and herders of the far north, p. 57. (Published in Rooi 
Olifant , May 1996.) 

39. E.A. VOIGT and I. PLUG, "Happy Rest: The earliest Iron Age fauna from the Soutpansberg” 
in South African Journal of Science, 80, May 1984, p. 221; “An early Iron Age human 
skeleton from the Soutpansberg district, South Africa" in South African Journal of Science, 
90. October 1994, pp. 552-555; LTT2, p. 50. 981208, Ramabulana, M.G. (65), Cloud End 
Hotel.. 

40 . SCHOEMANSDAL MUSEUM, Publications and publication list 1994-1997, W.S. Fish. W.S. 

FISH, Cows and kraal: The early iroan age, Nandoni and interaction, p-. I OS- 

41 . J.L. NEWMAN, The peopling of Africa: A geographical] interpretation p. 185. 

42. SCHOEMANSDAL. MUSEUM. Publications and publication tisf 1994-1997, W.S. Fish. E. 
EASTWOOD and W. FISH. Hunters and herders of the fat north, p. 57. (Published in Rooi 
Olifant, May 1996.); E. EASTWOOD and W.S. FISH, Sheep iti die rook paintings of the 
Soutpansberg and Limpopo River Valley, p. 83. 
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hunters who owned livestock. 45 In a survey of 19 archaeological sites where 
rock art appears in the Western Soutpansberg respectively 8,7 and 1,1 per cent 
of all the animals depicted, were sheep and cattle. 44 We can thus assume that 
they at least had two types of livestock with which we are familiar today. 

There was sufficient food for humans and livestock which made it possible for 
both groupings to co-exist. They did not pose an immediate and apparent 
environmental threat to each other. 45 Over a period of time the environmental 
impact of livestock made itself felt. In the vicinity of pools the livestock would 
trample the surface and small enclaves of water would heat up, preparing the 
way for the a few of the 60 highly dangerous mosquitoes of the Anopheles 
genus 46 responsible for malaria. 47 

These early farmers of the Soutpansberg were probably transhumance farmers, 
i.e. they moved, for example, to various areas at different times of the year in 
pursuit of satisfactory grazing for their animals. When it was dry (and droughts 
prevailed) they would move to the eastern parts of the mountain where there 
was more grazing. Some would even reside on top of the mountain. Other 
would move down to the southeast, and along the Drakensberg move further 
south, wherever grazing opportunities would lead them. In the rainy season they 
would move down the mountain and seek out specifically the sweet grass of the 
Bushveld in the southwestern and northwestern areas of the mountain. From 
time to time they would take their animals to the salt pan to lick salt. 

How long the hunter-gatherers and pastoralists predominated in the 
Soutpansberg region is difficult to tell. They started losing control of the region 
by about the early 18 Ul century. Earlier on it was possible to live peacefully 
alongside the VhaNgona people, early ancestors of the Venda people. Once the 
Singo (Vha Senzi) arrived with their magical drum ( Ngoma-ltingitndti ) they 
were forced to start vacating the area. 48 

The Khoi brought in with them fat tailed sheep. 49 Archaeologists and rock art 
experts are of the opinion that the Bantu speaking people of the Soutpansberg 
initially only had thin tailed sheep. They acquired fat tailed sheep from the 


43. E.A. VOIGT, Mapungubwe: An archaeological interpretation of an Iron Age community 
(Transvaal Museum monograph, No. 1., Pretoria, 1983), p. 132. 

44. E.B. EASTWOOD and C.J.H. CNOOPS, A preliminary survey of the rock an of the far 
Northern Transvaal, (Southern African Rock Art Research Association, Johannesburg, 1994), 
p, 44. 

45 . J.L. NEWMAN, The peopling of Africa: A geographical interpretation, p. 186. 

46. ANON., “Malaria," in Microsoft® Encana ® 97 Encyclopedia. © 1993-1996 Microsoft 
Corporation. All rights reserved. 

47. SCHOEMANSDAL MUSEUM, Publications and publication list 1994-1997, W.S. Fish. E. 
EASTWOOD and W. FISH. Hunters and herders of the far north, p. 57. 

48 . Ibid., p. 58. (Published in Rooi Olifant, May 1996). 

49 . SCHOEMANSDAL MUSEUM, Publications and publication list 1994-1997, W.S. Fish. E. 

EASTWOOD and W.S. FISH, Sheep in the rock paintings of the Soutpansberg and Limpopo 
River Valley, p. 63. 
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Khoikhoi pastoralists. 50 There is evidence that the early Bantu speaking 
immigrants and the Khoisan integrated well. 51 J.H. Eloff has come to the 
interesting conclusion that the predecessors of the Monomotapa and Great 
Zimbabwe cultures were strong pastoral groups who had extensive herds of 
cattle. 52 

The new pastoralist communities were in many respects different from the older 
settlers. They were not cattle fanners in the strict sense of the word. They had 
goats. This made it easier for them to pass through the insect infested Limpopo 
valley region. 53 They were in command of advanced skills related to agriculture 
and iron working technology. At Mapungubwe there were sheep, goats and 
cattle. 54 It appears as if right from the outset people who lived there relied 
more on their livestock than on hunting, for procuring food. 55 The Eastern 
Khoikhoi had contractual hunting arrangements with the Bantu speaking agro- 
pastoralists and miners. They tended to the cattle of the agro-pastoralists. In this 
manner they would prevent the San from raiding the cattle. In exchange the 
Khoikhoi would be given some of the livestock of the agro-pastoralists, in 
terms of the tradition of mafiso. S6 

The livestock provided — apart from meat - provided milk, skin, and dung 
which could be used for a wide variety of functions, ranging from food, to 
building material, fuel and fertilisers. 37 This explains perhaps why the wealth of 
the early Soutpansbergers was directly commensurate with owning cattle. 
Despite being in control of iron working skills, for example, it was thought that 
the nucleus of wealth was the number of livestock a person owned. By the 
nineteenth century cattle were considered more valuable by far than iron 
implements. According to the archaeologists this attitude was the result of 
internecine livestock raids amongst different communities in the region, 
epidemics such as the rinderpest (1896-98) and the destruction of stock during 
the Anglo Boer War (1899-1902). 58 


50. Ibid., p. 68. 

51 . J.L. NEWMAN, The peopling of Africa: A geographical interpretation (Yale University 

Press, New Haven, 1995), p. 185. 

52 . J.H. ELOFF, "’n Nuwe ordc: Swart indringing en kolonisasie van die Lacveld" in U. DE V. 

PIENAAR (Ed.), Neem nit die verlede, (National Parks Board of South Africa, Pretoria, 
1990), pp 29-30. 

53. B.H. D1CKE, The bush speaks: Border life in the old Transvaal (Third edition, Shuter & 
Shooter, Pietermaritzburg, 1937), p. 7. 

54. B.A. VOIGT, Mapungubwe: An archaeological interpretation of an Iron Age community 
(Transvaal Museum monograph, No. 1., Pretoria, 1983). p. 130. 

55 . Ibid., p. 132. 

56. SCHOEMANSDAL MUSEUM, Publications and publication list 1994-1997, W.S, Fish. E. 
EASTWOOD and W. FISH, Hunters and herders of the far north, p. 58. (Published in Rooi 
Olifant, May 1996.) 

57 . J.L. NEWMAN, The peopling of Africa: A geographical interpretation , p. 187. 

58 , E.A. VOIGT, Mapungubwe: An archaeological interpretation of an Iron Age community, p. 
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Mining 

The mining industry is one of the oldest and most significant forms of industry 
pursued by the early Soutpansbergers. It stands to reason that the first mining 
activities in the region would have been closely related to the salt pan on the 
western extremity of the mountain. But then, it is possible that an even earlier 
form of mining was pursued by the Stone Age people who probably mined for 
the material used to manufacture their Stone Age implements. The earliest 
traces of metal working in Africa have been traced back to five millennia BC. 59 
We know today that iron mining was practiced by Black communities who 
penetrated the region from the north. 60 Iron smelting was most probably an 
activity conducted in the smallest of village communities. It was presumably for 
the purposes of providing specific equipment such as hoes and spear points. 61 
As from about 200 AD Iron Age people started making their presence felt in the 
Soutpansberg region 02 Iron, copper and gold miners from the outset made their 
presence felt in the region. At what was later to be called the town of Messina, 
copper mining was the order of the day. Stone and iron artifacts, found on the 
site of the mine many years later, suggest that people from diverse cultures 
mined the copper at different times in the course of history. 63 

Gold mining, although there are few indications of this precious metal being 
mined in the immediate vicinity of the Soutpansberg region, appears to have 
had a greater impact. In the period after 900 AD a late Iron Age community 
evolved to the north of the Limpopo River on the Zimbabwe Plateau. At 
Leopard's Kopje, in the vicinity of modem day Bulawayo, a mining community 
started taking shape. They were responsible for mining gold along the western 
plateau which was fairly rich in gold bearing layers close to the surface. 64 These 
mining operations led to the evolution of a comprehensive mining, farming and 
trading state system. South of Leopard’s Kopje, on the banks of the Shasi 
River, the urban centre of Mapela was founded during the 12th century. Stone 
terraces were constructed and a community was resident which was involved in 


59 . J. ILLIFE, Africans: The history of a continen, p. 18. 

60. Some theories suggest that the penetration of the Iron Age peoples into the Soutpansberg 
region, might have taken place in two phases. In the first phase the settlers came from the 
north. In the second phase they came from the southwest. Sec M. HALL, The changing past: 
Farmers, kings and traders in southern Africa, 200-1860 , p. 14. 

61. J.H, ELOFF. “’n Nuwe orde: Swan indringing en kolomsasie van die Laeveld” in U. DE V. 
PIENAAR (Ed.), Neem nit die verlede, p. 29. 

62 . SCHOEMANSDAL MUSEUM. Publications and publication list 1994-1997, W.S. Fish. W.S. 

FISH, Cows and kraal: The early Iron Age, Nandoni and interaction, p. 105. 

63 . P.G. SOHNGE, Die geologic van die Messina-kopcnnyne on die omliggende gebied in UNIE 

VAN SUED AFR1KA, Department van Mynwyse, Gcologiesc Opname: Memorie 40, p. 15; A 
moist valuable source which casts substantial light on the Black interpretation of the local 
history of copper mining is N.J. VAN WARMELO, The copper miners of Musina and the 
early history of the Zoutpansberg, Ethnological Publications of the Native Affairs Dcparnncnt, 
8 . 

64 . K. SHILLINGTON, History of Africa, p. 148. 
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a lucrative system of long distance trade. 65 Gold was one of the major exports 
from the region. As an extension of this society, the settlements of Schroda, 
Bambandyala and Mapungubwe were founded. 

These people lived in small settlements in which the cattle byre was the central 
focus. Their huts were round and manufactured of wattle and daub. 66 They 
tended to settle in communities of about 200 people. 67 They tended to settle in 
regions with rich soil and reliable water resources. 68 The skill of iron smelting 
was basically confined to men. They conducted their operations outside in the 
open and manufactured hoes, adzes and spearheads. 69 At the furnaces the 
people used to smelt, but they also busied themselves with forging activities. 70 

In the gold mining activities at Leopard’s Kopje in the period after 900 AD, the 
record suggests that light-built females were used to go down narrow shafts and 
take the ore out. 71 The gold was then panned in the running water of nearby 
streams. Some researchers are of the opinion that mining activities were 
associated with considerable coercion. 72 

As far as copper mining is concerned, we know that the early copper miners 
mined copper outcrops and sank shafts of up to almost 30 meters below the 
surface of the earth at Messina. 73 In the era of the ascendancy of the 
Ramabulana monarchy, probably in the later part of the 18th century, there was 
a community which produced copper under the authority of the monarchy. 7 ' 1 
When frequent Zulu invasions were the order of the day - probably as a result 
of the penetration of Mzilikaze in the area to the north of the Limpopo River - 
the Venda closed up the mining activities for fear that their wealth would be 
exhausted. 75 

Traders 

The interpretation of the late Iron Age, suggests that a transition in terms of 
industry and human interaction started taking place as from about 800 AD. At 
Schroda, on the southern banks of the Limpopo River, there are indications that 


65 . Ibid., p. 148. 

66. SCHOEMANSDAL MUSEUM, Publications and publication list 1994-1997, W.S. Fish. W.S. 
FISH, Cow:- and kraal: The early iron age. Nandoni and interaction, p. 105. 

67 . Ibid., p. 106. 

68 . J.L. NEWMAN, The peopling of Africa: A geographical interpretation, p. 187. 

69. SCHOEMANSDAL MUSEUM, Publications and publication list 1994-1997, W.S. Fish. W.S. 
FISH, Cows and kraal: The early iroan age, Nandoni and interaction, p. 106. 

70. Ibid., p. 107. 

71 - K. SH1LUNGTON. History of Africa, p. 148. 

72. Ibid., pp. 148-9; Also see valuable oral history accounts in N.J. VAN WARMELO, The 
copper miners of Musina and the early history of the Zoutpansbcrg, Ethnological Publications 
of the Native Affairs Department, 8. 

73. P.G. SdHNGE, Die geologies van die Messina-kopcrmyne en die omliggendc gebied in UNIE 
VAN SUID AFR1KA, Dcpartement van Mynwyse. Geologiese Opname: Memorie 40. p. 15. 

74. Ibid., p. 15. 

75. Ibid., p. 15. 
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Arab traders had contact with the people of the region. 76 In exchange for ivory 
from elephants and hippopotami, skins of various carnivores such as crocodiles 
and leopards and possibly rhinoceros horn, they gave the local population 
beads, cloth, and porcelain. 77 It can be assumed that the Arab traders probably 
provided the local population with a number of iron utensils they used in 
mining, agricultural and hunting operations. 

As a result of the specialist nature of manufacturing ceramics 78 , or 
manufacturing iron and copper items, or even the production of salt, 
specialization forced some communities to rely on others for the provision of 
certain goods and services. Mining communities would for example barter with 
the implements they manufactured, in order to acquire fresh produce from 
agriculturalists or hunters. 

Bone tool craftsmen at Mapungubwe produced a surplus of items. The 
craftsmen who worked with ivory were sophisticated. They sawed the ivory in 
very detailed forms. They made ivory bracelets of outstanding quality. 79 These 
were traded for goods the community needed. 80 In this period, up to about 1300 
AD the settlements appeared to be generally on hilltops, away from water and 
on thin unproductive soils. 81 Trading with the Arab traders of the coast, the 
Mapungubwe traders in about 1000AD received cowry shells such as Cypaea 
annulus, Polynices tumulus and Naiica sp. 82 

Ivory was one of the most important reasons for coastal traders penetrating the 
interior from the East Coast presumably as early as 850 AD. 83 In fact it is 
thought that the gold objects were traded for local ivory. 84 It is important to 
bear in mind that salt from the salt pan probably played an important role in 
local trade. 85 It is quite possible that Mapungubwe controlled the flow of salt 
produced at the salt pan between the Soutpansberg mountain and the region as 


76 . J.L. NEWMAN, The peopling of Africa: A geographical interpretation, p. 189. 

77 . SCHOEMANSDAL MUSEUM, Publications and publication list 1994-1997, W.S. Fish. W.S. 

FISH, The late Iron Age, p. 11. 

78. The earliest pottery in the region is stylistically classified as staned Mutamba and dates back 
to the tenth century AD, to a Vhunyela, a site to the north of the Soutpansberg range. Sec L. 
JACOBSON. J.H.N. LOUBSER. M. PEISACH. C.A. PINEDA and W. VAN DER 
WESTHUIZEN, “Pixe analysis of pre-European pottery from the Northern Transvaal and its 
relevance to the distribution of ceramic styles, social interaction and change” in South African 
Archaeological Bulletin, 46, 1991, p. 20. 

79 . E.A. VOIGT, Mapungubwe: An archaeological interpretation of an Iron Age community , pp. 
78-9. 

80. Ibid., p. 77. 

81 . J.L. NEWMAN, The peopling of Africa: A geographical interpretation, p. 187. 
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79. 

83 . Ibid., p. 79. 

84 . Ibid., p, 79. 

85 . R.A. AUSTEN, African economic history: Internal development and external dependency, pp. 

22-3. 
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far north as Bulawayo. The Machemma community of Waterpoort probably 
acted as local vassals for the rulers at Mapungubwe. 36 

The trade with the coast, according to Dicke was not confined merely to "Arab” 
traders. It is thought that Tsonga traders from the coast probably penetrated the 
interior from Delagoa Bay to the Lowveld. 87 Huffman maintains the trade on 
the East Coast was also conducted by Swahili people. 88 It was an extremely 
dynamic period of growth and development which was influenced to a 
considerable extent by trading activities. 89 

Community formation/Urban processes 

The formation of proto-urban settlements have a long history in the 
Soutpansberg. It appears as if the first truly urban formations started taking 
shape in about the late Iron Age (as from about 900 AD) A prime example of 
die local settlement pattern would be that of the Machemma communitj' at 
Waterpoort. On the farm Schroda, situated on the southern banks of the 
Limpopo River, there is evidence diat a Black community was resident which 
had strong trading ties with the outside world. 90 In exchange for goods 
imported from as far as India, they provided the traders with ivory and hides. 91 
The nature of these settlements was that the kraal filled with cattle, usually 
made out the centre piece of the family residential unit. 

In about 950 AD the settlement known as K2, to the west of Schroda, was 
established. Here the traditional Black village settlement started changing. 
Increasingly the livestock were moved out to the side of the settlement. 92 In 
about 1150 AD the village at K2 was evacuated and the residents moved to 
what in the twentieth century became known to be Mapungubwe. This was a 
fortified hilltop which had a very difficult access. It was only possible to get to 
the top of the hill via a slit in the sandstone hill. 93 

The valley below the hill was inhabited. Presumably these people fled to the 
hilltop if and when the community was in a state of siege. 94 It is maintained that 


86 . Information Mr, Pieter F. Botha, Louis Trichardt, 1999.02.07. 
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as many as 5 000 people could have lived in and around Mapuogubwe. 95 As a 
result of the size of the community it was not a good target for petty thieves, 
who frequently instigated wars by attacking small hamlets on the periphery and 
even ambushing small groups of men and women. 96 Mapungubwe, according to 
archaeologists, formed the capital of an extensive polity which stretched from 
Soutpansberg in the south up to the Matopos near Bulawayo. The numerous 
archeological sites which have been uncovered suggest that each district had its 
own capital and they were in mm under the jurisdiction of Mapungubwe. 97 

In about 1250 AD Mapungubwe was abandoned - we do not know for what 
reason. 98 There are some scientists who are of the opinion that the decline of 
Mapungubwe could perhaps be related to the outbreak of bubonic plague in 
Europe between 1200 and 1400 AD. It is thought that tire disease might also 
have affected the community of Mapungubwe which was in contact with the 
outside world. 99 Another interpretation suggests that climatic conditions 
changed. 100 It could also have been the result of a series of wars of 
succession. 101 The Mapungubwe kingdom - despite the apparent socio¬ 
economic decline - still carried on for some 200 years. 102 

In this period (1200-1400) the Great Zimbabwe emerged. One school of 
thought is of the opinion that the Zimbabweans were able to redirect the flow of 
gold and items for trade with the coast, more effectively titan the residents of 
Mapungubwe. Local climatic conditions and soil fertility too were factors 
which were more conducive to the growth of a substantial community which 
probably had a population of as much as 11 000 people in its heyday. 111 ' 

It is estimated that the settlement of Tshiendeulu, one of the early settlement 
areas of the proto Venda, took place in about 1400-1464 AD and that the 
evolution of the Venda society was the product of a blend between 
communities from Zimbabwe and the Sepedi speaking people of the Northern 
Province. 104 
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According to legend Dimbanyika (or King Ndyanibeu) 105 crossed the Vhembe 
(Limpopo River) and settled on a site in part of the Soutpansberg which was 
called Tshiendeulu. This was also called Dzata I. One day, whilst out hunting 
rock rabbits with his dogs he was trapped in a cave after a rock fall occurred 
and subsequently died. 106 His son, Phophi, the legal successor, then changed his 
name to Thohoyandou. Later Thohoyandou moved to the Nyelele Valley where 
he established Dzata II. 107 Apparently he had been told by the father, who was 
trapped in the cave, to move away down into the valley. 

Similar migration trends were the order of the day after the collapse of the 
Great Zimbabwe culture in the fifteenth century. Communities moved 
southwards and founded or further developed settlements at Tshitaka tsha 
Makoleni, Tshaluvhimbi, Makahane and Thulamela. 109 It is assumed that in the 
later Iron Age - between 900 and 1300 larger communities tended to form. 
Community nuclei tended to be about 100 km away from each other. These 
centers were probably primarily the residences of ruling groups which were 
strengthened by other groups moving in and linking themselves up as part of 
the larger community. 109 
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Ethnological publications 8, Department of Native Affairs, p. 9. 

106. N.J. VAN WARMELO, Contributions towards Vcnda history, religion, and tribal ritual, 
Ethnological publications 8, Department of Native Affairs, p. 10. 

107 . ANON., "Digging into Tshiendeulu’s past" in Zoutpansberger. 1997.11.14, p. 10. 

108 . T. HUFFMAN, ‘Thulamela in a regional perspective * The Zimbabwe connection" in The 

Gold Fields Review. 1995-1996, p. 8. 

109 . J.L. NEWMAN, The peopling of Africa: A geographical interpretation , p. 187. 



Chapter 2 


The evolution of a White urban experience 
in the nineteenth century 


South Africa’s Northern Province, in which the Soutpansberg region is 
situated, covers a surface area of some 123 910 square kilometres. In 1995 it 
was the third most densely populated region in South Africa. Of the 5,39 
million people resident in the province only 9,2 per cent lived in a well ordered 
urban environment. 1 It may thus be assumed that the phenomenon of a town or 
urban culture - in the modem idiom - is foreign to the environment and its 
human inhabitants. The region appears to have maintained for many centuries a 
predominantly rural character. Factors which promote high-density settlements 
of humans, such as favourable climatic conditions, sufficient industrial 
opportunities and sustainable food resources, have been largely absent. 

It was thus a remarkable accomplishment in itself for Louis Trichardt to have 
been founded, and to have continued to exist for a century. 

Historically, in some areas it was possible for urban settlements to be founded 
in the larger Soutpansberg. In the previous chapter it was pointed out there 
were village or proto-urban settlements of an African nature, of which 
Mapungubwe is perhaps the best example. Other examples are Dzata II, 
Machemma, Thulamela, Tshirululuni and Luatame, the latter being the capital 
of Makhado. Urban settlements in the Soutpansberg region which tended to 
have a Western European influence, were Schoemansdal, Elim and Louis 
Trichardt. In order to understand the more recent evolution of the urban 
environment of the Soutpansberg - and in particular that of Louis Trichardt - it 
is necessary to take note of the nineteenth century history of the region. 

Renaissance settlers from the North 

In the course of the seventeenth century groups of settlers who originally hailed 
from the Great Lakes of Central Africa started settling in Southern Africa. 
These people arrived in the region more or less at the same lime when the 
Renaissance in Western Europe was reaching the point of high development. In 
1530, according to Wilson, Vasco da Gama’s Arab pilot indicated that the 
place where gold was to be found was in the area of what was later to become 


1 CENTRAL STATISTICAL SERVICE, Provincial statistics 1995, Part 9: Northern Province, 
pp.xi. L 
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the territory of the Venda people. 2 It is generally accepted that they were at the 
time responsible for the copper trade in the vicinity of Messina and also the 
upper layers of archaeological remains at Mapungubwe and Bambandyalo. 3 4 

In about 1688 a ruler by the name of Dimbanyika established himself at 
Lwandali, north of the Limpopo River, and managed to consolidate smaller 
communities into what was subsequently termed as the Venda. -1 They started 
moving southwards and settled at Dzata I on Tshiendeulu in the Soutpansberg. 5 
At the time of their arrival a number of smaller well-established communities 
were residents along the mountain range. These included the VhaVhirwa who 
resided west of the salt pan, the VhaNgona in the central parts of the mountain, 
the VhaLembethu in the north eastern region and the VhaMbcdzi of the central 
eastern parts. 6 There was also still the Vhatavatsindi en the VhaDau. According 
to tradition the Venda (VhaScnzi) leaders brought with them the skills of 
making fire and also the magic drum. 7 The latter was one of the devices to 
ensure that the enemies of the Venda fell down in a deep sleep when they were 
exposed to the sound of Ngoma-lungundu , 8 

The first four monarchs of the Venda polity which evolved between 1688 and 
1800 in the region between the Limpopo River in the north, the Lebombo 
Mountains in the east, the Olifants River in the south and the Magalakwena 
River in the west, were Dimbanyika, (Ndyambeu), Thohoyandou and 
Tshisevhe (also known as Ravele Mpofu. 9 Their capital was Dzata II. 10 It was 
situated in the fertile farming area of the Nyelele Valley, 11 near the river and 
within relatively easy range of industrial communities who were manufacturing 
iron and copper implements as well as mining gold and salt. 12 The Venda state 
grew rapidly and because it was extremely difficult to rule the region 
effectively after the death of Thohoyandou, regional rulers (kings in their own 
right) who paid homage and allegiance to a central monarch, ruled in specific 
areas of the Soutpansberg. In the southeastern parts of the mountain, along the 
Levubu River. Mphaphuli ruled here. In the mountainous region east of the 
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Nzhelele River, Tshivase ruled. The area to the west of the Nzhelele River was 
under the control of the direct dcscendents of Thohoyandou. 

After about 1800, when Mpofu (son of Thohoyandou described as Tshiseve 
above) came into power the capital of the Venda kingdom was shared between 
the Nyelele and Tshirululuni. 13 This area, above Hanglip was ostensibly used 
for residential purposes. The cattle grazing region was below the mountain in 
the region where Louis Trichardt is situated today. It also offered an 
outstanding view of the area below the mountain. Strategically it was ideally 
situated. The Venda king and his followers could see when their enemies 
approached. 14 They could also defend themselves much better in the case of an 
attack. More important, was perhaps the fact that the region was free of malaria 
and the scourge of the tsetse fly. After the death of Mpofu came into power, 
following a bitter feud amongst the children of the monarch for supremacy. 15 
He was at the helm of the Venda state by the time of the first Voortrekkers - 
Langhans van Rensburg and Louis Trichardt - arrived in the Soutpansberg. 15 


Settlers front the south 

The settlement of people of Western European origin in the Soutpansberg 
region is considered to have started in the nineteenth century. It may be that 
Portuguese hunters and traders, could have penetrated the region even earlier. 
The first settlers, from the south - perhaps more aptly described as being from 
the Cape - were predominantly nomadic people who were in search of hunting, 
grazing and potential temporary settlement opportunities. 

In about 1820 an interesting man by the name of Coenraad de Buys, with his 
family moved into the region. 17 De Buys was an adventurer, who epitomizes 
the ultimate frontiers person. Bom in the Land van Waveren, the Tulbagh area, 
in the late 1750’s, Coenraad grew up in the district of Swellendam. In 1785 he 
headed for the Eastern Frontier where he rented a farm in the Langkloof. 
Frontier conditions were hard. Interaction between communities was complex 
and De Buys frequently found himself at loggerheads with members of other 
communities. In 1792 he was said to have been responsible for the racial 
conflict on the Eastern Frontier. De Buys then fled across the Fish River - the 
frontier border between Black and White - and apparently made friends with 
some local Xhosa rulers in an effort to lead an uprising against the Cape 
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authorities. In 1799 he participated in the uprising of the Cape Patriots against 
the British before moving further east and taking up residence with the Xhosa 
ruler, Gaika. He was one of nine Afrikaner exiles and British mutineers who 
had fled from the Cape. De Buys in this period made plans to trek to the East 
Coast where he could make contact with the Portuguese authorities. Gaika on 
several occasions prevented him from doing so. It was under these 
circumstances De Buys befriended the missionary Van der Kemp who settled 
at Gaika. Both Van der Kemp and De Buys chose to take women of colour. It 
was also apparently the time when De Buys was converted to Christianity. 18 

At the start of the nineteenth century, presumably between 1800 and 1802 de 
Buys and his followers, who comprised 18 adult males, 11 adult females, and 
30 children visited Natal. In 1803 he returned to the Cape and stayed there until 
about 1813. On 1 December 1812 he formally married Elizabeth, bom in the 
land of the “Makinas achter de Tamboekies". Their eldest son, Gabriel saw the 
light of day on 17 September 1808. His brother Michael was bom on 31 
January 1812 and was baptised in the same year on 25 June. Several children of 
Coenraad and his previous wife, Maria, had been baptised at the Dutch 
Reformed Congregation of Swellendam between 1807 and 1812. They were 
Maria Mafalena, Johannes, Georg Frederik, Elisabeth, Aletta, Petrus and 
Elisabeth. What transpired at the Cape after 1812 is uncertain, but it appears as 
if De Buys who had become a calm and peace loving man was forced by 1814, 
at the age of 52 years, to resort to a harsh life as frontiersman of the South 
African interior. In 1815 he apparently resided amongst some black 
communities in the Great River. Along with some Griqua he then raided local 
chieftaincies. 19 

By 1820 it was reported that Coenraad de Buys was resident in the northern 
interior. After suffering severe hardship in Bcchuanaland under the ruler 
Makaba, of the Bangwaketse, Coenraad de Buys with his followers trekked 
towards the Soutpansberg. His wife Elisabeth died along the way. De Buys 
himself, apparently disappeared in about 1829. Legend has it that De Buys told 
his children to remain behind whilst he went to seek help from the Portuguese 
in East Africa. He never returned. It is presumed he succumbed to malaria on 
his way to Delagoa Bay. 20 Members of the Buys family tended to remain in 
nuclear form in the vicinity of the Soutpansberg. In time to come their way of 
life in the Soutpansberg was to become integrated with the presence of oilier 
settlers from the south. 

J.H. (Langhans) van Rensburg and a group of more than 50 people left the 
Eastern Cape in about 1835. They travelled with nine wagons, 500 head of 
cattle, and a few thousand sheep. At the Caledon River they met up with a 
group of trekkers under the leadership of Louis Tregardt. In January 1936 the 
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two groups camped out on the banks of the Vaal River. Here they were 
attacked by Matebele soldiers. In the face of the tlireat they decided that the 
two groups would now travel together. By April 1836 they were in the vicinity 
of present day Middelburg. After quarrels had broken out between the members 
of the two groups - they were apparently arguing over ammunition - Van 
Rensburg and his group moved to the Soutpansberg. Presumably in the course 
of June 1936 the Van Rensburg trek, having reached the Soutpansberg, started 
moving eastwards. They passed through what is today Giyani, Shilowa’s Poort 
(close to the Lebombo Mountains in the Kruger National Park), Mapacane’s 
village, and Masambo’s village. In the course of July, after moving eastwards 
from Masambo they once again tried to turn back and were then attacked, not 
far from the confluence of the Limpopo and Olifants rivers on the banks of the 
Djindi River. They were apparently massacred at night by an impi of the leader 
Manukosi, under the command of Malitel. 21 There are no explanations for why 
they had been attacked in the first place. 

The Voortrekker leader, Louis Tregardt (1783-1838), after whom the town of 
Louis Trichardt is named, is remembered in the history of the Afrikaans 
speaking community of South Africa for having made an important 
contribution to the early Afrikaans language. Tregardt kept a valuable diary of 
his activities in the interior of Southern Africa up to shortly before his death." 
As a result of this valuable document a lot of information regarding the early 
White frontier people of the Northern Transvaal have been preserved for 
posterity. 

Louis Tregardt was bom in the vicinity of the Kango, near the present day 
Oudtshoom on 10 August 1783. He was the eldest of four children of Carolus 
Johannes Tregardt and his wife Anna Elizabeth Nel. Little is known of 
Trcgardt’s early youth, apart from the fact that he was a bright young man. He 
apparently had an exceptional proficiency in language and writing skills. On 4 
November 1810 he married Martha Elisabeth Bouwer (1796-1838) in Graaff- 
Reinet. She was the daughter of a well known Uitenhage family. After their 
marriage the Tregardls moved to the farm Boschberg, on the site of the present 
town Somerset East. In 1814 the farm was expropriated by the British 
authorities for the purpose of an experimental farm under Dr. Joseph Mackrill. 
Tregardt and his family then moved to the farm De Plaat to the east of the 
Great Fish River. In 1825 he was appointed as field comet in the subdistrict 
Smaldeel, currently part of the district Bedford. In 1833 he sold his property 
and followed his son Karel, who had in 1830 purchased 12 000 morgen of land 
near the Kei River from the Gcaleka ruler, Hintsa. As a result of frequent 
conflicts with local black communities Tregardt and his family, together with 
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some thirty families moved across the borders of the Cape Colony and settled 
along the White Kei River in 1834. The following year he and his followers 
once again started trekking. 25 

Tregardt stood at the helm of a substantial group of trekkers. Apart from 
himself and his wife, his children Karel, Petrus Frederik (Pieta) and Louis 
Gustaaf participated. Other members included Johannes Petrus Pretorius, 
Hendrik Botha, Gert Scheepers, Hans Strydom, and Izaak Albach and their 
families, as well as the elderly widower Daniel Pfeffer, who was a teacher to 
the children on the trek. 2 ' 1 Early in the history of the Tregardt trek there were 
contacts with Langhans van Rensburg and also Andries Hendrik Potgieter. In 
the interior, the treks of Van Rensburg and Tregardt joined forces, in the face 
of the threat posed by the Matabele. Once the Van Rensburg trek parted from 
Tregardt and his people in May 1836, the Tregardt trek gradually moved up to 
the Soutpansberg. They camped at the salt pan at the western extremity of the 
mountain in May 1836. Here they remained until August 1836. Whilst they 
were camped at the salt pan, a reconnaissance patrol under Andries Hendrik 
Potgieter arrived. Tregardt and members of his trek then joined them in an 
exploration of the region to the north east of the Salt Pan. They crossed the 
Limpopo River and later started searching in an easterly direction for the 
members of the Van Rensburg trek who had by that time already been killed. 25 

In their discussions Potgieter and Tregardt decided that they would combine 
forces and form a settlement in the Soutpansberg area. Tregardt and his 
company were to wait at the Soutpansberg. Potgieter would go and fetch his 
trekkers in the Trans-Oranje (Free State). The two groups, it was decided, 
would then establish a strong community in the interior. 26 This did not happen. 
Potgieter was held up in the south. Tregardt’s company was gradually forced to 
move away from the Salt Pan as a result of the approaching summer heat. 
Many head of livestock died. Some of the members of the trek started 
exploring areas to the south of the Soutpansberg, which were considered more 
conducive to comfortable living. 

Between September 1836 and May 1837 the Tregardt community resided in the 
proximity of the later Schoemansdal, then close to the site of the present day 
town of Louis Trichardt, thereafter at Brakspruit and finally the confluence of 
the Brakspruit and Dorps River before moving to their last Soutpansberg camp 
site at De Dooms. 27 During the stay of the Tregardt trek at Soutpansberg there 
are indications in his diary that the Voortrekkcr leader established sound 
relations with the local Black communities. He had considerable dealings with 
the Venda ruler Rasetuu Ramabulana (Spelt as Rasetau in his diary) and also 
Mashau. There was also a strong tie of friendship with Gabriel Buys who 
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provided the Voortrekkcrs in August 1837 with guides from Delagoa Bay to 
lead them to the coast. 

Living conditions in the Soutpansberg area were harsh. The trekkers were not 
accustomed to the climate and became ill. By the time Tregardt left what was 
later to become known as the Elim region in August 1837 many people in his 
group had already succumbed to malaria. Anna Schcepers died in March 1837. 
Alida Strydom died in April. Tregardt and his wife personally lost three 
children. In February 1838 the trek was camped at the present Acomhoek in the 
Lowveld. They had suffered severe hardship. Not only had they crossed the 
Drakensberg, but they also crossed the Olifants River no less than 13 times. In 
March 1838 they trekked through the Kruger National Park, north of where the 
present day Tsokwane Rest camp is situated. On 22 March they reached 
Portuguese territory and on 13 April 1838 they arrived in Delagoa Bay. A total 
of 52 people survived the arduous epic trek along with Tregardt. Shortly after 
their arrival at Delagoa Bay, Tregardt’s wife died in the residence of the 
governor. Tregardt also died on 25 October 1838. He was 55 years old. The 
surviving 28 members of the Tregardt trek were later taken by ship to Port 
Natal where they arrived in July 1839. 28 

The presence of the Tregardt community at the foot of the Soutpansberg 
suggests that the region had a particular environmental attraction to White 
frontier folk from the Cape. Economically, they probably argued, it would be 
possible for them to make a living in the vicinity of the mountain. They were 
also of the opinion that they were within a relatively short distance of the 
Portuguese settlement at Delagoa Bay on the East Coast. As a frontier 
community, they had one obstacle winch could not be overcome - they were 
unable to survive in the face of the dreaded “koors” (malaria). 29 They were also 
representative of what can be described as the proto-settlement phase of the 
Soutpansberg by people of Western European origin in the nineteenth century. 
These people who were temporary residents in the region, became familial' with 
the environment and were able to open up the way for future settlers. 30 

The next substantial settlement of Whites in the Soutpansberg region took 
place in May 1848 when the Voortrekker community under the command of 
Andries Hendrik Potgieter (I792-1852) 31 arrived to found the settlement called 
Soutpansbergdorp. By initiating a settlement at the foot of the Soutpansberg, 
Potgieter kept the promise he had made to Tregardt, some 12 years earlier. 
Situated some 17 km to the west of present day Louis Trichardt the settlement 
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was to be literally the regional capital of a hunting frontier. 32 A community 
soon started taking shape. Some of the members of the Potgieter trek remained 
in the village environment. Others chose to start moving away to settle on 
farms. Potgieter’s motives for settling in Soutpansberg were political and 
economic in nature. He wanted to get as far away as possible from British 
authority. Fears of the potential annexation of the region to the north of the 
Vaal River, forced him and his followers to try and move away as far as 
possible from a potential area of British colonisation. At the same time he tried 
to come in the ambit of a Portuguese sphere of influence in Mozambique. 
Economically it was possible for the frontierspeople to secure for themselves a 
living by hunting and salt mining activities. 33 

The new residents of the Soutpansberg were ostensibly farmers. The available 
local resources made it possible for them to diversify and operate as hunters. 
Since leaving the Cape, some ten years earlier, they had became impoverished 
in the sense that their livestock numbers were in the process of dwindling. 
Consequently they chose to hunt and generate capital with which to buy the 
essential goods, such as arms and ammunition, as well as foodstuffs such as 
coffee, tea and sugar. 3 ' 1 

There were vast populations of wildlife in the Soutpansberg region. 35 In 1856, 
for example, it was estimated that during the hunting season, from April to 
September, no less than 1 000 elephants had been shot. The annual average in 
terms of ivory exported from, Schoemansdal was estimated to be in the vicinity 
of 45 000 kg during the 1850’s. 36 Apart from ivory, there were also vast 
supplies of animal hides, horns, dried meat (biltong), ostrich feathers, salt, 
shambucks and other handcraft for sale. This attracted traders from the 
Portuguese coast as well as British traders from Natal, Port-Elizabeth, and to a 
lesser extent Cape Town. 37 Commercial activities also attracted artisans who 
started working locally as locksmiths, blacksmiths, masons, carpenters, wagon 
builders. The limber resources in the mountain were exploited for local 
consumption and even exported to other parts of the subcontinent. 38 

People from elsewhere in the Transvaal tended to trek to the Bushveld for the 
winter hunt. Schoemansdal would then have a large number of itinerant 
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residents who came to town to trade, attend church, visit friends, or call on the 
local doctor. As far as social activities in the settlement of Schoemansdal were 
concerned, religious worship was held from the earliest times. The original 
church at Schoemansdal was built by A. Livingstone in 1851. It was similar in 
design to the church at Lydenburg. 39 Amongst the clergymen to visit the village 
were Dii. Dirk van der Hoff, P. Huet, Begeman and G.W. Smuts. In 1864, 
Schoemansdal’s first minister of religion, Ds. N.J. van Warmclo of the 
Nederduitsche Hervormde Church, was ordained.'* 0 

In terms of population the number of residents of Schoemansdal tended to 
fluctuate. Some writers are of the opinion that in the 1850’s the town's 
population stood at about 1 800. 41 Others are of the opinion that it would not 
have been more than some 200 people. 42 In due course the name of the 
settlement changed from Soutpansbergdorp to Schoemansdal. It was named 
after Stephanus Schoeman, who is 1855 assumed the role of leader of tire 
community following Piet Potgieter’s death in 1852. 43 

One of the important traders resident in the region was Joao Albasini (1813- 
1888), a Portuguese citizen. Albasini who arrived in Portuguese East Africa to 
trade in 1831, was able to establish for himself a following amongst people 
who had fled from the attacks of the Zulu ruler Soshangane. Albasini and his 
following in this manner gave substance to the formation of the Western 
Shangane (known as the Knopneusen in the local vernacular). In the 1840's he 
settled close to the Voortrekker communities in the Lowveld. At First he 
operated from a trading post at the Sabie River, before moving closer to 
Andries-Ohrigstad, and later to Lydenburg. In 1848 he trekked with the 
Voortrekkers to Soutpansbergdorp. His Shangane followers, as a result of their 
large numbers, had to reside on the farm Goedewensch at Piesangkop. In 1857 
Albasini left Schoemansdal to go and live on the farm which he developed into 
one of the most impressive in the region. 44 Other important traders at 
Schoemansdal were Casimiro SimoSs, a Portuguese, bom in Goa, svho arrived 
in Schoemansdal with Albasini. He was a colourful character who became very 
wealthy from trading with the local residents. Other local traders were Mare, 
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one Cravallio, Antonie Fick, and one Eberhart. 45 Itinerant traders who visited 
the town were Henry Hartley, better known as a famous big game hunter and J. 
Fleetwood Churchill. 46 

Schoemansdal existed for a period of 19 years (1848-1867). Towards the end 
of its existence, the town basically was a fortified centre. The ‘schans’ (fort), 
the second to be constructed at Schoemansdal, probably early in the 1850’s was 
hardly used in the early years. 47 In the final years of the town a small 
community of local people practically lived at the fort in order to protect 
themselves from potential attacks by the local Venda. 

What precisely gave rise to conflict between the Whites at Schoemansdal and 
the Venda, is difficult to explain in simple terms. Suffice to say that the 
evacuation of the Voortrekker settlement was the consequence of a number of 
complex factors. One is that malaria wreaked havoc with the health condition 
of the people along the Soutpansberg. More and more hunters in later years 
defied the laws of the state and hunted all year long. This meant that they had 
to travel in regions where the potential of disease prevailed in the summer 
months. Deteriorating relations between the Whites and the Venda in respect of 
trade and hunting were perhaps amongst the major causes. 

The residents of Schoemansdal and the neighbouring farms required the 
services of the Venda people to go out and hunt inter alia for ivory. These 
hunters were entrusted with firearms. At first they had to return the firearms 
whenever they returned from the hunting fields. Later on the Black hunters 
either did not bother to give the arms and ammunition over to their White 
employers, or they simply withheld, for their own purposes, some of the arms 
and ammunition. They had mastered the advanced technological device and 
now intended to put it to their own use. 48 

The Whites had also started settling on lands which the Venda people felt 
belonged to them. Living amongst the Venda people, implied that the new 
White residents started undermining the authority of the traditional rulers. The 
women and children started working on the White farms. Not only were the 
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Whites taking away the land. They were also taking away the people from the 
ruler. 49 

As the population of wildlife started dwindling new resources for exploitation 
had to be found. Some rulers, such as Mzila (the son of Soshangane), also 
closed their hunting fields for the Schoemansdallers and their hunters. One 
consequence was that people increasingly started resorting to the acquisition of 
“black-ivory” - young children who were captured and exported to the south by 
ox-wagon, presumably to work as “inbockclingc” (apprenticed labourers) on 
farms, in households and in the evolving industrial activities. 50 

Another reason for the decline of Schoemansdal is that the Venda people, 
under a new and able ruler, Makhado (1840? - 1895), 51 were no longer 
prepared to accept the presence of the White people in the Soutpansberg. hi a 
recent biographical study, Dr. M.H. Nemudzivhadi has given an illuminating 
exposition of how Makhado was able to gain control of the Venda society, and 
in the process of establishing his support base, launched the offensive which 
ultimately was to lead to the evacuation of Schoemansdal. 52 

Once he assumed control of the Venda monarchy Makhado vacated the capital 
of Tshirululuni, which was the old royal residence of his father. Nemudzivhadi 
explains it is uncertain precisely why the site of Luatame, below one of the 
impressive rock hangings to the west of Hanglip, in Soutpansberg, was chosen. 
We do know that it was identified for the new ruler by Lishivha, the family 
maine. sl It is more than likely that the site of the new capital was chosen for its 
strategic position. There is thus a similarity with nineteenth century “town 
planning” on the Soutpansberg frontier. Unlike the Schoemansdallers who 
secured for themselves an area on the plain where they could construct a fort 
(schans) with a view to protect themselves on a level elevation, the Venda 
monarch, Makhado, chose a secure place in the mountain as a place of safe 
residence. 

When Makhado came to power in 1864, with the support of White officials at 
Schoemansdal, he was able to establish a firm base of support as a popular 
ruler who was brave and capable of making good decisions. He immediately 
started restructuring the way in which the Venda people were being governed. 
At the same time he started developing a strong military force. 54 In March 1865 
sporadic attacks on some farms were initiated. These were gradually 
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intensified. The government of the South African Republic, under President 
M.W. Pretorius sent Republican troops to the Soutpansberg to wage war 
against the Vend.a. A future President of the ZAR, S.J.P. (Paul) Kruger, was 
commander of the troops, but they aaaaaaaawere unable to subjugate the 
Venda. Eventually on 15 July 1867, at the instruction of Paul Kruger, 
Schoemansdal was evacuated. 55 

Makhado’s position and status went from strength to strength. He was able to 
hold his throne as the only ruler who had not yet been defeated by the forces of 
the White government of the South African Republic. This status was further 
enhanced when the mighty Pedi, under the ruler Sekhukhune, were defeated in 
1879 by the British troops under Sir Garnet Wnlsclcy. 56 The Venda monarch 
clearly had a rating of supreme authority in the Northern Transvaal which was 
not equalled. 


The precarious position of the Whites along the Soutpansberg 

After the evacuation of Schoemansdal a small settlement of about 16 families 
remained behind in the Klein Spelonken. They included the families of 
Terrence Fitzgerald and Tom Kelly, who were living at Ballymore; the family 
of Koos Botha who lived at Bckwaskoppic; Joao Albasini and his family at 
Goedewensch schans; Douw Grobbclaar; W. Grieves; as well as the Eybers 
Klopper and Dickmill families. 57 

Terence Fitzgerald (1823-1889) named his farm Ballymore. It was the name of 
his hometown in Kildare County, Ireland. 58 He and his bosom friend, Thomas 
Kelly, deserted from the British Army in the 1840’s and settled on 
Schoemansdal along with ATI, Potgieter’s Voortrekkers. Both were married to 
Afrikaans girls from Bloemfontein and were amongst the farming pioneers of 
the Soutpansberg. 59 J.T. Kelly senior died while they were still living in 
Schoemansdal. His son, also called J.T. Kelly, who later became field comet, 
moved with Fitzgerald to Ballymore. The early farmstead was developed with 
security in mind. It was laid out in the form of a schans, similar to the 
farmstead of Albasini. Fitzgerald was first and foremost a trader and 
increasingly relied on passing traffic. As the Black migrant workers started 
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travelling between the Northern Transvaal and the mines on the Witwatersrand, 
a well travelled road passed over the farm. 60 As conditions became more settled 
in the Spelonken, so did the farmsteads. John and Mary Cooksley settled on 
their farm Vleyfontcin (Lovcdale Park) in 1880. Over the years Lovedale Park 
became a centre of social activity. Lovedale Park had a large homestead with 
Victorian gardens. The facilities at the house included a billiard room, 
swimming hole, tennis and croquet courts, a race track and shooting range. 61 

An important institution in the Spelonken was the mission hospital of Elim 
started in 1897 by Dr. Georges Liengme of the local Swiss Mission. At first the 
hospital was accommodated in an old mill of the mission station. Patients who 
could not be taken admitted camped in their wagons or in tents next to the 
hospital. Sometimes there were as many as 12 wagons in a laager around the 
hospital. 62 The government of the South African Republic was so impressed 
with the hospital and its staff that it asked the missionaries to also create a 
section for Whites. 63 At the lime of the outbreak of the Anglo Boer War, Elim 
Hospital had been commissioned by the South African Republican government 
to provide medical services to the troops participating in the war. It was not too 
long before it also was used by British soldiers doing duty in the Soutpansberg 
district, 6,4 


The missionary presence in the Soutpansberg 

An element of the Western iradition that remained behind in the Soutpansberg 
after the evacuation of Schoemansdal was the Christian faith, in 1863 the Rev. 
Alexander MacKidd (1821-1865) of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Church 
(NGK) arrived in the Soutpansberg area to do missionary work amongst 
members of the Buys community at the Kranspoort mission station. He died of 
malaria in 1865 and was succeeded by Rev. Stephanus Johannes Gerhardus 
Hofmeyr. It was the first mission of the NGK in South Africa, which was 
situated beyond the borders of the Cape Colony. 65 Rev. Hofmeyr and his wife, 
Anna Catharina, for 27 years served the Buys community. 66 

The Berlin Mission under (lie leadership of the Rev. Alexander Merensky 
started with their activities amongst the Venda people in the early 1860’s. In 
1862 Merensky visited J. Albasini in an effort to get support for missionary 
work under the Tsonga people as well. As a result of the prevalence of malaria 
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the matter could only be taken further after the founding of the mission stations 
at Xa Matlala(1865) and Blouberg (1868). On two occasions the Venda ruler 
Tshivasc asked the missionaries at Xa Matlala to provide them also with the 
Word of God. Then, at the start of 1871, the Rev. Carl Bcuster from 
Liebenwalde in Brandenberg, Germany, arrived at the residence of Tshivase 
and offered his services. Before he could start Beuster first had to leam the 
Venda language. This he did, and in conjunction with Mr. Johannes Motsheni 
of the congregation at Blouberg, the first dictionary of the Venda language was 
compiled. 7 

In May 1874 the second Berlin mission station in Venda was opened at 
Tshakoma under the guidance of the Rev. Erdmann Schwellnus, who hailed 
from Lutkomanscheit, Lithuania. The local ruler, Madzivhandila, had earlier 
asked the missionaries to start with operations under his people. 68 

The third mission station amongst the Venda people was Georgcnholtz which 
was established by the Rev. Kiaas Koen. Rev. Koen was a man of colour who 
was bom on 22 May 1852 in the Cape Colony on the Berlin Mission station 
Anhalt-Schmidt. He was a gifted man who was personally trained by the 
missionary Rev. F. Preitsch. In 1868 Koen was sent on a bursary to study in 
Germany. After the completion of his studies he returned to South Africa. He 
was then accompanied by the Rev. Otto Kali! to Vendaland where on 26 July 
1877 the founded Georgenholtz Mission station in the territory of the Venda 
ruler Makoerela. 69 In 1878 Koen became ill and his health gradually started 
deteriorating. In 1882 at the age of 30 years he asked the Berlin Mission 
Society to set him out of duty. Koen was considered as being too young to 
retire from the ministry. Consequently the Rev. Dietrich Baumhofner was sent 
as an assistant missionary to help Koen. In February 1883 Koen died. Six 
weeks later, also Baumhofner died of malaria. Rev. Beuster then resumed 
duties as missionary also for Georgenholtz. 70 

The Swiss Mission at Valdezia was founded on 9 July 1875 by two young 
missionaries, Ernest Creux and P. Berthoud, who had spent some time at the 
Paris Mission in Basutoland (Lesotho) before trekking up to the Soutpansberg 
to work under the Sbangane (Tsonga) people who resorted under the 
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jurisdiction of Joao Albasini. 71 Shortly after they started with their work at 
Valdezia both missionaries suffered the loss of members of their families. Rev. 
Berthoud lost his wife and all his children within the space of 12 months. The 
Creux couple lost two of their children. 72 

Apart from making a major contribution towards the conversion of the Tsonga 
Shangane people to Christianity, perhaps one of the major accomplishments of 
the Swiss missionaries to the Northern Transvaal as a whole was the 
introduction of comprehensive medical facilities and the establishment of Elim 
Hospital in 1897. 73 

Another Western contact that the Black residents of the Soutpansberg 
developed was one of economic interdependence. As from the 1870’s the local 
Blacks were gradually drawn into the migrant labour system which evolved in 
the era of the nineteenth century mining revolution of South Africa. In this 
manner they were exposed to South Africa’s mining industrial revolution on 
the Diamond Fields at Kimberley (from 1871) and the Goldfields of the 
Witwatersrand (from 1886). 7i3 Although a ruler such as Makhado could 
maintain a form of “splendid isolation” by refusing to accept the authority of 
the Republican government, his followers started becoming part of the system 
of labour, trade and industrial activity in the White towns which were 
developing in many parts of Southern Africa. 

By the end of the nineteenth century the South African Republic of President 
Paul Kruger, much the same as the state of Makhado itself, was in the process 
of rapid change. The mining developments were part of a dynamic process of 
human activity, which like a restless parasite, required vast and diverse 
resources in order to maintain its momentum. Change followed in the wake of 
development. Ultimately also political alterations would follow the economic 
transformations taking place at the time. 


White settlement in the Soutpansberg region from the 1880's 

After the evacuation of Schoemansdal in 1867 most of the local Whites moved 
out of the Soutpansberg region. Some, as was pointed out above, settled in the 
Spelonken near the Albasini settlement. Others moved down to Fort Klipdam, 
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the Marabastad region and further south. The discovery of gold at Eersteling in 
1871, south of present day Pietcrsburg promoted White settlement in the Far 
Northern Transvaal for a brief period of time. The region lay dormant until the 
1880’s when after the First Anglo Boer War (1880-1), the government of the 
South African Republic decided in principle that a new town would be founded 
in the Northern Transvaal. 75 The site for the town was selected by General Piet 
Joubert in 1883. In a symbolic sense the new town which was to become a 
regional capital of the government of the South African Republic, had to 
compensate for the evacuation of Schoemansdal in 1867. Petersburg was 
formally founded on 31 July 1886. 76 

In the same year the government of the South African Republic launched a 
settlement scheme. In terms of Wet No. 8, known as the Occupatiewet voor 
gouvemementsgronden gelegen in het district Zoutpansberg en een deel van 
Waterberg, issued on 14 July 1886, 77 White settlers could receive, free of 
charge a farm of about 1 300 hectares. The only provision was that the people 
had to reside and cultivate their farms. In other words they had to maintain a 
permanent presence on the frontier. This settlement scheme, along with a gold 
rush in the vicinity of Pietersburg in 1887 contributed substantially towards the 
settlement of an estimated 8 000 people in the Far Northern Transvaal before 
the end of the nineteenth century. 7 ® Ultimately it was to secure for the Whites 
the uppcrhand in the region. 

In 1887 a start was made with the militarisation of the Far Northern Transvaal 
The objective was to maintain peace and tranquility amongst the Black 
communities resident in the region. Three forts were ordered for this purpose 
by Captain A.F. Zboril of the State Artillery. The forts were constructed with 
the purpose of providing protection to about 20 men at a time. It is presumed 
these forts were manufactured in Austria and then shipped out to South 
Africa. 79 In 1888 the government posted a number of soldiers, die Rijdende 
Grenswacht, on five strategic points, from Magoebaskloof up to the 
Spelonken. 80 The first fort was sent to Fort Klipdam, near Pietersburg. Another 
was established at Fort Hendrina in the Spelonken. Initially there were about 25 
men stationed at Fort Hendrina. By 1897 the number of men were increased to 
100 mounted men. 81 

Increasingly the White government was requiring of the Venda ruler, Makhado, 
to provide the local officials with census figures and taxes. They also wanted 
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the Venda ruler to accept a location (reserve) which was to be demarcated by 
White officials. 82 The system was the order of the day in the whole of the South 
African Republic. Makhado persistently refused to concede to the requests by 
the government. Matters were made more difficult when, after the death of 
Joao Albasini in 1888, the government appointed Captain Adolf Scliiel to see 
to the civil administration of the area as commissioner. 83 The position of the 
Venda ruler and Iris people was becoming more precarious. Along with Schiel 
came stronger military reinforcements to Fort Hendrina. 84 

By 1889 the numbers of the White settlers in the Northern Transvaal had 
increased to the extent that it was possible for the government to instigate a 
number of frontier wars in the northern region. The first was a struggle of 
confrontation, political intrigue and negotiations covering the period 1890-4 
during which the Balobedu Rain Queen, Modjadje, was subjugated in the 
east. 85 This was followed by a short fierce campaign in the northwest against 
the Bagananwa at Blouberg under the ruler Mmalebogo (1894). 86 Shortly 
afterwards - in 1895 - the minor but influential Sotho ruler Makgoba in the 
southeast was defeated. 87 The process was to be rounded off with the final 
campaign against the Venda in 1898. 88 

Makhado, for as long as he lived, was able to hold his own against the South 
African Republic. The government shelved plans in 1890 for the establishment 
of a town in the Soutpansberg. 89 They did know it was important to establish an 
urban centre - even if it was only close to the mountain. Initially consideration 
was given to the area of Lovedale Park — Goedewensch. It was even thought to 
call the new town Mareville. " 1 The following year the government changed its 
mind. This was as a result of the constant conflict amongst the strong Venda 
rulers in the mountain. Over the long term , the conviction prevailed that it 
would be best to have the new town laid out on the farm Rietvlci, below the 
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capital of the Venda monarch. 91 Plans were set in motion to do the survey in 
1891, but then shortly before the time it was once again called off. Apparently 
Makhado was not pleased with the plans of the government. As soon as he 
heard of their plans, he started making peace in the Soutpansberg. Landdrost 

G. G. Munnik was then instructed to go and talk to the Venda monarch. 92 In the 
negotiations that followed Makhado was informed of the government’s 
intention of establishing a town on Rietvlei. Makhado let it be known that his 
subjects would not approve of the measure. But Munnik assured him that the 
government would not be halted by that consideration. 93 

In May 1895 a location commission under the leadership of Commandant 

H. P.N. Pretorius held talks with Makhado at Luatame. The Venda leader let it 
be know that he would not allow the White officials to demarcate a location. 
Neither would they be allowed to hold a census. The situation was volatile and 
the commission had to leave without anything being done to the matter. 9 ' 1 

Some four months later, on 11 September 1895, Makhado died at the fairly 
early age of about 55 years. 95 There were rumours that he had been poisoned 
whilst on a visit to his friend the trader John Cooksley at Lovedale Park. It is 
possible that his own people were responsible for the deed. 96 Other sources 
maintain it was the work of the Whiles who wanted to get Makhado out of the 
way. 97 It is true that amongst the Africans in the Zoutpansberg region he had 
many enemies. Also the Whites, especially the Republican troops stationed at 
Fort Hendrina, near Elim, were eager to get the upperhand over the Venda 
ruler. 

For Venda the death of Makhado was a setback. The society was set on the 
course of chaos and imminent defeat. 

In conclusion it is possible to constitute that the evolution of the urban 
environment in the Soutpansberg region was one which was marked by the 
principle of fortification. In fact, even the farmstead of Joao Albasini in the 
Spelonken was a fort in its own right. 98 Mutual co-existence and trust was not 
one of the outstanding features of nineteenth century frontier life at the foot of 
the Soutpansberg. Perhaps the way was prepared for a more humane form of 
human co-existence in a semi-urban environment when the missionaries 
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brought along their compassionate services, in the form of social support 
systems and medical facilities. The idea of a civil urban environment, without 
the constraints of a strong visible military presence, had to wail until the 
twentieth century. What is also interesting is that the dedicated townspeople of 
the region chose to live either at the foot or deep in the mountains along the 
Soutpansberg. For this privilege they were prepared to go to war. 



Chapter 3 


The Mphephu War and the founding of Louis Trichardt 1898-9 


The death of Makhado in 1895 paved the way for the founding of Louis 
Trichardt. True to the Venda custom there was a contest amongst the sons of 
the deceased Venda ruler to take over the monarchy. One grouping put forward 
Makhado's one son, Maemu at Nyelele the capital of the monarch. This 
dispensation was initially accepted, but other groupings in Venda society were 
not satisfied and sent for the other sons, Sinthumulc and Mphephu, who were 
migrant labourers at the time. Sinthumulc was at Fort Tuli and Mphephu was 
working at Kimberley. 1 * On their arrival Mphephu appeared to be the popular 
choice of the people and a combined military operation, headed by Mphephu 
and Sinthumule, was launched against Maemu who subsequently fled/’ This 
made it possible for Mphephu to take control of the state that Makhado left 
behind. 

The period was marked by social and political instability both inside and 
outside the Venda monarchy. For the Republican troops stationed at Fort 
Henddna it was evident that all was not right in the House of Ramabulana. 
Mphephu moved fast. He reorganised the political order with rulers who would 
support him. Maemu, had meanwhile sought refuge with the Republican troops 
and even travelled down with their assistance to Pretoria, to explain to the 
government what was going on. 3 Tire government did not want to take steps at 
the time. It appeared as if Mphephu was to subjugate himself to republican 
authority. He even made gestures of perhaps, some time in the future, starting 
with the payment of taxes. 4 

At first Mphephu left the eastern Venda at peace. This was in the region where 
Tshivase was the most prominent ruler, once Tshivase attacked Rambuda, early 
in 1896, Mphephu intervened and sent troops. Tshivase’s people retreated and 
Mphephu was able to secure a piece of land which his father, Makhado, had 
earlier been unable to take off from Tshivase. 5 

The Republican government did not respond immediately to die unrest in the 
Soutpansberg. The government even went to far as to notify Mphephu that 
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Captain Adolf Schiel, by now a controversial official as far as the Venda 
people were concerned, was being withdrawn. In some respects the government 
was still steadfast in its resolve. They informed the new Venda monarch, the 
land in the Soutpansberg had to be surveyed, for the purposes of locations, and 
of course for White settlement. The Location Commission, accompanied by die 
land surveyor, A.L. Devenish, even visited the Venda monarch at his mountain 
residence, Luatame, in June 1896. 6 

Then Mphephu started developing internal problems. He and his brodier, 
Sinthumule, had an argument over a wife of the late Makhado. This led to 
friction, What made matters worse was that the people tended to support 
Sinthumule. Mphephu could not tolerate it and consequently sent out a military 
force in the second half of 1896 to attack Sinthumule, who then fled to the area 
of the Shanganes, where he settled at J.D. Gill’s farm, east of the future Elim 
Hospital. In the 1860’s, Davhana a brother of Makhado who also fled to 
Albasini and his followers, settled in the same region. 7 Mphephu was not 
completely satisfied with the new dispersion. This is what upset Makhado and 
it led to severely strained relations with the Whites at Schoemansdal in the first 
place. He first attacked Sinthumule, and later even had his forces attack some 
Shangane communities who had no part in the Venda feud. 

The Republican government still did not intervene. This was despite the fact 
that Lt. Gert du Toit of the Rijdende Grenswacht at Fort Hendrina was 
concerned about the matter. P.A. Cronje who had meanwhile been appointed 
by the Government as the new Superintendent of Natives held talks with 
Mphephu at Sandrivierpoort. The Venda monarch was friendly disposed 
towards the White official. He even conceded the appointment of the trader H. 
Austen, as a ‘chief of sorts and a ‘spokesperson’ for the Venda government. 8 9 

In February 1897 there were indications that Mphephu was no longer willing to 
eo-operate when he refused to pay taxes once his maize crops were ready to be 
harvested.' 7 At the start of 1898 he offered Landdrost G.G. Munnik an elephant 
tusk as gesture of friendship towards President Paul Kruger. 10 In May 1898 an 
emissary of the White authorities, Kekana, held talks with Mphephu. The 
Venda monarch then explained he was dissatisfied with the Whites because 
they would not extradite his subjects who had sought political asylum." He 
wanted them to extradite him. Mphephu’s bargaining position had deteriorated 
substantially. The fact that Mphephu now tried to intimidate diverse 
communities - even the members of the Buys community in the western part of 
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the Soutpansberg 12 - to refrain from paying taxes, was a strong motive for 
Republican action. 13 

The people who his father, Makhado, had managed to forge into a fairly strong 
nation, were no longer united. Many Venda subjects were now living under the 
authority of the Whites and the Shanganes. Of the cohesion, despite differences 
with Tshivase, there was no trace. Mphcphu had been isolated. The Republican 
government could now simply step in and take command of the situation. 

Matters were worsened by the fact that Mphephu had entered into friendly 
relations with a number of Whites who apparently were agents of the 
Chartered Company. They allegedly provided Mphephu with arms, 
ammunition and even two canons which cost £1 000 each. 14 

The Mphephu War 

The campaign against Mphephu was fairly short. On 13 September 1898 the 
Executive Council of the Government gave Commandant General Piet Joubert 
instructions to attack Mphephu. 15 A month later, on 17 October, a military 
force under the command of Joubert crossed the Doom River. Burghers from 
Pretoria, Potchefstroom, Waterberg, Heidelberg and Standerton were 
commandeered to participate. It was calculated before the time that a force of 
about 4 000 men would be sufficient to see the campaign through. 16 

The first skirmish took place on 21 October. By the end of the month the 
Republican camp on Rielvlei had a telegraphic connection with the outside 
world. Three forts of the Rijdende Grenswacht had been erected at the base. 17 
On 28 October Mphephu indicated, by means of two messengers that he 
wanted to hold talks with Joubert. But nothing came of it. This was perhaps as 
a result of the fact that his brother Sinthumule had joined forces with the 
Republicans. 18 Mphephu tried once again to build up strong relations with the 
Rhodesians of the Chartered Company, but it proved to be futile in the face of 
the potential conflict. 19 


12. W.L. MARtE, Lig in Soutpansberg: Die sendingwerk van die Nederduitse Gerefonneerde 
Kerk in Noord-Transwal 1863-1963 , p. 151. 

13. J.W.N. TEMPOLHOFF, "Die okkupasiestelscl in die distrik Soutpansberg, 1886-1899" in 
Archives Yearbook for South African History, 60,1997, pp. 273-4. 

14. J.W.N. TEMPELHOFF, “Die okkupasiestclsei in die distrik Soutpansberg, 1886-1899" in 
Archives Yearbook for South African History. 60,1997, p. 274. 

15 . P.H.C. DE VAAL, Die dorp Louis Trichardt, p. 21. 

16 . J. FLYGARE, Zoutpansbergen en de Bavenda natie Volksstem Dmkkerij, Pretoria, 1899), p. 
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17 . P.H.C. DE VAAL. Die dorp Louis Trichardt, p. 24. 
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131. 

19 . Ibid., pp. 132-3. 
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On 12 November when the Military Council started planning the attack on 
Mphephu, General Joubert explained why it was important for the war to take 
place. In the press it was reported: 

Hij maakte duidelijk hoe beschaving in de vroegere dagen daar 
geheerscht had en hoe ... (the Blacks) de menschcn weggedreven 
hadden en kerken, scholen en woningen verbrand hadden. Hij uitte 
de hoop dat de uitslag van dezen veldtog zou zijn de herstclling en 
bevordcring van wat vroeger vemield werd. 20 

On 16 November at 04:30 the Republican forces attacked Luatarue from the 
west, the south and the east. 21 Mphephu was unable to offer effective 
resistance. The capital was taken over and the residents were forced to flee. 22 
The republicans launched a hot pursuit operation. After unsuccessfully seeking 
refuge with his people in the east, Mphephu and some of his followers fled 
across the Limpopo River into Rhodesia where he was disarmed by the police 
in Mashonaland. There arms were stacked and burnt. 23 

The objective of the government of the South African Republic to re-establish a 
town at the fool of the Soutpansberg was a dormant ideal since the evacuation 
of Schoemansdal in 1867. It is so that Pietersburg’s founding in 1886 was 
considered a partial compensation for the White withdrawal from the region 
two decades earlier. The government went so far as to issue a notice as early as 
1884 to the effect that the former residents of Schoemansdal would be entitled 
to free erven in the proposed new town (Pietersburg), based on the claims they 
had to land in Schoemansdal. 24 The symbolic resettlement of the Soutpansberg 
district, in the south, was hardly of any significance if the resources of the rest 
of the district remained untapped. 

The founding of Louis Trichardt 

From the above it is understandable why the new town of Louis Trichardt was 
started in great haste. Literally witfun days of the conclusion of the war against 
Mphephu, plans were set in motion to have people settle in the new town. The 
government decided on 28 November 1898 that it would be situated on the 
farm Rietvlei. On 3 January 1899 The Executive Council determined that only 
one half of the erven in the town would be granted in terms of the Occupation 
Law. The erven not sold outright, could be sold in terms of 21 year rent leases. 
The understanding was that each applicant for land would be entitled to two 
free erven in terms of the Occupation Law and a further two erven which were 


20. ANON., "Magato oorlog: Krijgsraad Bijecnkomst. Plan tot aanval. In handen van den 
gcncraal gclatcn", in Land en Volk, 1898.11.16. 

21. M.H. NEMUDZIVHAD1, The conflict between Mphephu and the South African Republic 
(1895-99), (MA. Unisa, 1977), pp. 135-9. 

22. TA, KG464, pp. 3,5. Rapport van den Commandant-gcneraal voor het jaar 1898. 

23. J.W.N. TEMPELHOFF, “Die okkupasicstelsel in die distrik Soutpansberg, 1886-1899" in 
Archives Yearbook for South African History, 60. 1997, p. 276. 

24 . L. CHANGUION, Pietersburg: Die eerste eeu 1886-1986 p. 33. 






At the start of 1899 a steel fort in Louis Trichardt exploded killing five 
burghers. 

Source: Mr. Koos Botha, Centurion 





Louis Trichardt’s central business district in about 1899 
Source: TA26101. 
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to be rented. There was of course the understanding that these erven could be 
purchased. Each occupant could thus own four erven, but not more than two 
could be acquired free of charge. Initially it was thought that the erven could be 
sold for £10, but as a result of the poor demand for property, the price had to be 
dropped to £5. 25 

The government’s plans to have the town settled in a highly ordered manner 
did not work well in practice. The local official at first tried to have the town 
properly surveyed. But these plans were thwarted as the new residents simply 
streamed in to find a piece of land where they could settle. It must be 
remembered that many of the people were desperate to get property. They 
consequently did not care much for the ephemeral control the officials had in 
town. The settlement of Louis Trichardt was ostensibly aimed at providing 
viable opportunities for indigent people to settle. It was intended for frontiers 
people who were capable and willing to persevere at taming a region which had 
potential. General Joubert reported to the government that the land was 
extremely fertile. Situated between two mountain streams, it could provide 
agriculturalists with sufficient opportunity to make a living. He was also 
careful to point out that the area was not entirely conducive to livestock 
farming. 36 

The Occupation Law of 1886 formed the basis of the land settlement initiative. 
The guiding principle was that land could be provided free of charge to 
prospective owners. They had to physically develop and personally reside on 
their respective properties. The settlement of occupation land in the 
Soutpansberg differed in one major respect from elsewhere in the Northern 
Transvaal. The registration of the land and the settlement programme was no 
longer the administrative responsibility of an official in Pretoria. Instead, it was 
up to local officials, of whom the Justice of the Peace was the most important, 
to see that the law was properly applied. Up to 1899 two officials served in this 
capacity. They were C. Douthwaite and J. Heystek. It was especially Heystek 
who laid the major groundwork for land allocation in the village. These 
officials were assisted by the most senior local military official in the region. In 
the case of Louis Trichardt it was Col. S.P.E. Trichardt. He was responsible for 
the troops at the steel forts. One was in town. Another was posted on the 
mountain, above Luatame, where 100 men had the responsibility to see to it 
that the Venda people did not return to their capital. 27 

As far as the farming land in the Soutpansberg region was concerned, General 
Joubert, at the time of the founding of the town, gave the new settlers a 
relatively free hand. There were some areas in which they could not settle were 
carefully outlined. One border was at the eastern end of the “Witvlag Pad", 


25 . J.W.N. TEMPELHOFF. "Die okkupasiesielsel in die discrik Souipansberg, 1886-1899" in 
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26 . P.H.C. DE VAAL, Die dorp Louis Trichardt, p. 30. 

27 S.P. ENGOLBRECHT, “Louis Trichardt in die ou dac: Van dorp en distrik” in Die 
Huisgenoot, 1935. 10.25, p. 65. 
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towards the north-east of the village. Prospective farm settlers were told they 
could not settle to the east of this region. It was under the control of certain 
Venda rulers, under the command of Tshivase and Mphaphuli, who had not 
been at war against the South African Republic. 28 General Piet Joubert put up a 
white flag at that [point - hence the name “Witvlag”. 29 Also a farm, known as 
Paardeplaats, was set aside for the purposes of the government. 30 The rest of 
the land was open for settlers. Many burghers who had participated in the 
eagerly settled on the farms. 

After resolving to give the green light for the founding of a town in November 
1898, 31 the government let the matter alone. Things, as far as the administration 
of the state were concerned, were also beginning to wind down. In preparation 
for the Christmas month of December, the Volksraad was no longer in session. 
Consequently, the executive then decided that the matter would provisionally 
stand over until the new year (1899) when the First Volksraad could formally 
be asked to approve of the establishment of the town in the Soutpansberg. 32 
The intention might have been sound, but early in the new year the Executive 
decided it was no longer necessary to ask permission for the establishment of 
die town from the Volksraad. It appears as if the new settlers were taking up 
the land at a rapid rate. In an effort to smoothen the process of administration, 
they resolved that only one half of the erven - those intended for being granted 
in terms of the Occupation Law - were to be made available. 33 

The reason for this measure can be ascribed to the fact that the new residents of 
the town were predominantly taking up property, in many cases not with the 
intention of settling permanently. They did not have money to buy additional 
land. Those who came in after the Mphephu War and wanted to buy land could 
do so by buying it from people who had received land in terms of the 
Occupation Law. It was not legal, but most probably approved by the 
authorities because it provided needy people with ready cash. This spirit of 
lively speculation could not really be halted. The government also clearly 
allowed the people to carry on with the activities. It was at least one way in 
which capital could be generated in some sectors of the White community 
which were fairly indigent and not intent on leading a settled life in the 
Soutpansberg. 

There were many people who were firm in their resolve to settle permanently 
in the new town at the foot of the Soutpansberg. For these people, the 
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government wanted to make it easy to acquire erven so that they could start 
with the construction of their houses and get underway with the day to day life 
in a frontier village environment. As to the name for the new town there was 
consensus early. A group of officers, who had participated in the campaign, as 
well as a number of burghers of Soutpansberg district, along with Lieutenant 
Colonel S.P.E. Trichardt, a relative of the Voortrekker leader, requested 
General P.J. Joubert that the name of the town should be Louis Trichardt. 34 
This request was granted. 

Early in its history there was drama. At the start of 1899 the village was rocked 
by an explosion. One of the steel forts which had been used during the 
campaign against Mphephu was afterwards used as an ammunitions store. 
Apparently one of the soldiers was in the process of transferring a canon shell 
from one part in the fort to another. It dropped and fell on some gunpowder, 
causing a tremendous explosion. 35 Five burghers were killed. Two were the 
brothers Van der Walt. The others were Naudd, Eloff and Schoeman. They 
were buried in the town’s first graveyard - adjacent to where the N1 highway 
today passes through the eastern part of Louis Trichardt. 36 

On 14 February 1899, in the name of President Paul Kruger, provision was 
made for the formal founding of the town. In a proclamation, formulated under 
the watchful eye of the State Secretary and the approval of the government, the 
system of land allocation in Louis Trichardt was carefully spelt out. It was 
stated that citizens of the state had the first right to land; those who had 
participated in the Mphephu War came second; and in the third place, all other 
applications were to be considered. The proclamation was published in the 
Staatscourant der Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek of 22 February 1899. 37 The 
latter date can consequently be considered to be the official date of birth of 
Louis Trichardt. 

The development of the town initially took place in an orderly manner. The 
land surveyor, Mr. H.W. Anderson was instructed to survey 1 000 erven of 120 
X 240 feet (37,5 X 75 metres) called “burgher erven" as well as a water 
furrow. 38 Colonel S.P.E. Trichardt saw that the work was progressing too 
slowly and consequently he requested the government to send some additional 
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surveyors to the town. 39 The Surveyor General refused. He explained it was 
somewhat unjustified as more than 500 erven in the town had already been 
surveyed 40 Speculation clearly was the order of the day, and the new residents, 
daily streaming in, were now applying pressure on the officials in order to get 
their erven. Only in July 1899 was a start made to survey more erven. On that 
occasion locations in the vicinity of the town were surveyed, along with the 
townlands adjacent to Rietvlei. 41 Land was also set aside for brickyards. 47 

The town’s water supply was in operation by May 1899. 4 ' 1 The construction of 
the scheme was used as an opportunity to supply the needy people in town with 
some form of income. They were able to earn the substantial income of 5/- per 
day. Later in the year Mr. M.C. van Wyngaarden was appointed as 
‘waterboukundige’ (irrigation engineer). He had to establish a more 
comprehensive water scheme for the town. In a detailed report he later 
submitted to the government a comprehensive exposition was given of the 
anticipated daily water supply. He gave a breakdown of the anticipated costs, 
the labour and the equipment necessary. 45 With the basic infrastructure in the 
process of being ordered, the town had a promising future. The settlement of 
Louis Trichardt made good progress. By March 1899 a total of 125 occupants 
had already registered their properties with the Resident Justice of the Peace. 
There were already eight businesses in town. 46 

Religion: The Church of the Vow and the founding of Gertrudsberg 

The first church building to be used for religious worship in Louis Trichardt 
was the police quarters. In 1898 the first communion was held in the tin shanty 
by Ds. P. Burger of Middelburg. 47 This was only a temporary measure. The 
residents of the town knew from the outset that a church with a special 
significance was to come in due lime. This was to be the church of the vow. 

The Church of the Covenant of Louis Trichardt is one of two churches in South 
Africa which came about as a result of a vow. The first church was the Gelofte 
Kerk in Pietermaritzburg which was the result of the vow made by the 
Voortrekkers under the command of Andries Pretorius at Blood River in 
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December 1838. The second church of the vow was to be situated in the 
Soutpansberg. 

On the evening of 16 October 1898, shortly before the Republican attack on the 
Venda monarch Mphephu, religious worship was held. On the occasion 
General Piet Joubert, the commander of the forces, let it be known that there 
was a need to make a vow. 48 Those who were present then promised that if the 
Lord enabled to subjugate the Venda, a church would be dedicated to His 
honour."' 1 They promised that they would give pan of the cattte taken from the 
Venda, for the construction of the church. As a result of internal strife, little 
came from the promise of the cattle. 50 General Joubert* never forgot the 
promise he had made. It was his objective to raise £5 0G0 1 for the church 
building. After his death on 27 March 1900, an amount of£2S0 was set aside in 
his estate. When General Joubert’s wife, Hcndrina (nee Botha) died, long after 
the war, a further £1 000 was left in her estate to pay for the construction of the 
church. The money was paid over to the congregation by Mr. Jan A. Joubert, 
the son of General Joubert in 1917. 51 

Another development of significance was the establishment by the Berlin 
Mission of Gertrudsberg. As a result of the enmity between Makhado and the 
Whites, missionaries were never allowed to work amongst his subjects at 
Luatame. After the Mphephu War circumstances changed and Col. S.P.E. 
Trichardt asked the Berlin Mission Society to start providing services to the 
people in the newly developing town of Louis Trichardt. Consequently in 1899, 
the Rev. E. Gottschling founded Gertrudsberg mission station. Rev, 
Gottschling previously was stationed at Georgenholtz. Within two years of the 
mission station opening up thirteen people had been baptised and by 1913 the 
station had six outposts, ten preaching points and a congregation of 233 
believers. 52 

Amongst the Black residents of the Soutpansberg the name of the town, Louis 
Trichardt, took long to be taken up in the general discourse related to local 
place names. Over the years “LTT”, “Doroboni” and “Tshilandane” became 
popular names. LTT of course suggests, Louis Trichardt Town. The name 
“Eltivillas" is also derived from it. Doroboni as the name sounds, has a bearing 
on “dorp” (town). It can be assumed that the name has a bearing on the even 
earlier Soutpansberg dorp. 53 Tshitandane, which is still used, especially 
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amongst rural Venda speaking people, has a variety of meanings. It has been 
suggested that the name means “The place of the poles”. Supporters of this 
particular entymological description maintain the name was derived from the 
local saw milling operations which have been the order of the day since the 
nineteenth century. Another suggestion is that Tshitandane is derived from 
“Nyatsisisanwana-u-bebe-pholisa”, which means “Madam put down your child 
and put the policeman on your back”. It apparently came into use many years 
ago when the women came into town to collect their pension, or to look for 
jobs. They would then sit in long rows and wait. From time to time they would 
individually move out to breastfeed their infants. The police would then stand 
behind them and tell them to get back into line. The word thus literally means 
“staan daar” (stand there). 5,1 A third account for the origin of the name is that 
the site to the west and the south of the town, used to be the home to a local 
Black ruler, Tshitandane, who was in alliance with the House of Rarnabulana. 
He and his followers, after the Mphephu War, were relegated to live at 
Gertrudsberg. Consequently in the vernacular the name “Tshitandane" became 
synonymous with Louis Trichardt. 55 
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Chapter 4 


Louis Trichardt and the Anglo Boer War 


The Anglo Boer War was perhaps one of the most formative but at the same 
time the most painful periods in the history of South Africa. Out of the 
crucible of conflict between Afrikaner republicans and British imperialists a 
temporary forced unity was forged which ultimately culminated in the 
formation of the Union of South Africa in 1910. Had it not been for the war, 
South Africa would most likely have been unable to unite politically. It could 
have had disastrous consequences for the inhabitants of the subcontinent had it 
not happened. The war was an event which shaped the way in which various 
communities all over South Africa responded to each other for the greater part 
of the twentieth century. The Soutpansberg region, and Louis Trichardt in 
particular, was no exception. The memories of conflict and the pains caused by 
war lingered on in the local society for many years. It caused much enmity. In 
the 1960’s the later Mrs. Tienie Kelly of the farm Ballymore had vivid 
recollections of a time in the history of the region when mutual intolerance 
caused people to commit deeds which were less than humane. 1 As late as 1998, 
it came out in interviews how the local residents still recollected the war. 2 

Louis Trichardt and the Soutpansberg was directly affected by the war. At the 
outbreak of the war in October 1899, the development of Louis Trichardt came 
to a virtual standstill as men and young boys went on commando. 3 They joined 
up with the Soutpansberg Commando which had to guard the northern border 
of the South African Republic. The burghers were under General Frederik 
Albertus Grobler, commander of the Noordelike Hooflaer. 4 On 15 October the 
fieldcometcy of Marabastad under A.Z.A. Briel, attacked Fort Tuli, in the 
Chartered area. Lt. Colonel Plumer with 1 400 troops under his command 
successfully defended the fort. 5 In November 1899, the second month of the 
war, some 400 burghers were transferred to the southern parts of the state. 6 It 
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transpired that the British had no intention of attacking the South African 
Republic from the north. 7 8 The Northern Transvaal in some respects became the 
backwater of the military arena. 

In Louis Trichardt conditions returned to normal. There was only a tendency 
towards inactivity in certain areas of everyday life as a result of the absence of 
the males. To a large extent the community could provide in its own needs. 
Under conditions of war and with limited resources at their disposal, they had 
to adjust to the new environment of the Soutpansberg. This proved to be 
problematical. Towards the end of the summer months people started suffering 
from malaria. According to one resident, Mr. E.R. Smith: 

(N)carly the whole town ... (was) down with fever (myself 
included) and for a considerable time we had no medicine or 
medical comforts and barely enough food to keep a healthy person 
alive." 

In the first phases of the war the Republican forces scored major victories. 
However by March 1900 the situation started changing after more British 
troops arrived in South Africa. Gradually, besieged towns such as Kimberley, 
Ladysmith and Mafeking were relieved by the British. By mid-1900 the British 
troops were gaining control of large parts of the country. The Northern 
Transvaal - perhaps as a result of it isolation - appeared to be calm and 
tranquil. The fighting spirit of the Northern Transvalers had deteriorated 
significantly in the process. As a result of the fact that there was no clear line of 
action in terms of military operations against the British the morale of the 
burghers was down. There was an unwillingness to subject themselves to 
authority and petty jealousies prevailed. 9 

In March 1901 British forces marched for the north. After taking over 
Nylstroom and Potgietersrust they also took over Pietersburg on 8 April. 10 11 On 9 
May 1901 the British troops marched into Louis Trichardt under the command 
of Colonel J. Colenbrander. Mr. Smith recalls: 

Shots and bombs were fired over the place, and troops of fifties 
galloped up and down the streets seeking for Boers." 

The livestock in the village were then taken to the quarters of the officer 
commanding. Trek animals were shot to supply the troops with meat for eating 
purposes. 12 Afterwards the houses were searched for firearms. Many of the 
people were utterly shocked by the way in which the searches were 
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conducted. 13 An estimated 40 people surrendered and 50 were arrested. 14 On 11 
May the residents were told to evacuate the village. This was despite the fact 
that many people were still suffering from the effects of malaria. 15 In the 
process of clearing up the village the British infantry (The Wilts) entered the 
houses and: 

helped themselves to what they liked; boxes and chests of drawers 
that were locked were wrenched or kicked opened, and rifled, for 
valuables and curios as the troops termed them. We did not dare say 
a word, but had to stand and look on and see the representatives of a 
Christian nation, plundering the house of sick folks, ‘tis humane is it 
not? 16 

The people were only given a short while to collect their goods. They were told 
not to take too much. They were also told that the other things would be taken 
care of. 17 They were then taken about two miles out of the town in open 
wagons and “dumped down on the grass”. 18 He mentions too: 

Our village after we left, was burned, pulled down or otherwise 
destroyed and converted into a wilderness. 19 

They traveled between 11 and 18 May 1901 to the Concentration Camp in 
Pietersburg. 20 There were reports which reached the people, once the village 
had been left, that Mr. Max Meyer and a youth, Piet Oelofse, had been brutally 
killed by Blacks on a farm. 21 Some of the Blacks later told the residents of the 
village and local farmers who returned from the war that they had been told 
that the land was being returned to them and that the Boers would not return. 22 
The Afrikaans missionaries working under the Buys community were 
instructed later in the year to move to Pietersburg where they were under the 
custody of the British. 23 

After the evacuation of Louis Trichardt, it appears as if the Boer forces in the 
field were subject to being pursued. On 25 May Commandant Van Rensburg 
and 150 men surrendered. Shortly afterwards 79 men under the command of 
Commandant Barend Viljoen were taken prisoners. 24 
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II was in this period that one of the minor catastrophes of one of the last 
Gentlemens’ Wars (as the Anglo Boer War has been called on occasion) set in. 
The Soutpansberg and the surrounding countryside was the stage for the drama. 

At the beginning of 1901 the Bushveldt Carbineers (BVC), ultimately 
comprising about 350 men, were formed by the British military command for 
the specific purpose of clamping down on sporadic guerilla activities in the 
Northern Transvaal. 35 These troops served under the command of Major R.W. 
Lenehan. He was assisted by Veterinary Lt. P.J. Handcock, Lt. (later Captain) 
J.H. Robertson and Lieutenants H.H. (Many the Breaker) Morant, C.H.G. 
Hannam, H. Picton and P.F. Hunt. 36 The BVC troops were multi-national. 
According to a breakdown of 105 troops, the nationalities were as follows: 
Australia (43); United Kingdom (31); Natal and other South African Colonies 
(16); America (6); New Zealand (5); Canada (3); and Germany (1). The 
identities of two members could not be determined. 27 

At Fort Edward Captain J.H. Robertson was placed in command of A Squadron 
of the BVC. They basically provided support to Captain Alfred (Bulala) 
Taylor, an intelligence officer, who was brought in from Rhodes’ Chartered 
territory north of the Limpopo River. He was stationed at Sweetwaters, the 
farm of the Bristows. 38 Historians of the BVC are of the opinion that Taylor 
was the real force behind the BVC and their operations in the Spelonkcn. 29 Up 
to the present day Taylor (1862-1941) is one of the enigmatic figures in the 
military annals of the Northern Transvaal. He was undoubtedly a good soldier 
- earning a D.S.C. in World War I - but at the same lime he is remembered as 
a man who left many a bloodied path in the Soutpansberg during the Anglo 
Boer War. 30 He was allegedly responsibly for the burning of Buysdorp and he 
destroyed the house of Wamanungu Ndegcza, the chief indtwa of the Shanganc 
people. 31 

Captain Robertson proved to be a poor disciplinarian who unwittingly allowed 
for himself to be misled by Taylor, lt was consequently decided by the British 
command that Robertson should be replaced. Shortly before his departure on 2 
July - presumably under the influence of Taylor - he issued orders which led to 
the summary shooting of six Boers who had surrendered. 33 In a statement to 
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Col. F.H. Hall, the Officer Commanding the Line of Communication in 
Petersburg, a group of Bushveldt Carbineers later gave an account of what 
transpired. 

They maintained that on 2 July information was received that a group of six 
Boers were on their way to Fort Edward in two wagons with the objective of 
surrendering. Like many of the Boer forces who had gone into the Lowveld, 
these burghers had contracted malaria and were unable to continue with the 
hard life on commando. They were J.J. Geyser, P.J. Geyser, J.C. Greyling, J.F. 
Verceuil (sic), F..T.C. Potgieter and one Van Heerden. 33 One of the six was an 
elderly man who was extremely ill. Apparently he was lying on the wagon. 
When he lifted his head to see why they were being fired on, he was shot 
through the head. 34 Sgt. D. Oldham was instructed to shoot the Boers who were 
unarmed. It was said that the instructions for their shooting, northeast of Elim, 
had been issued by Captain Robertson. Once they had been shot bandoliers 
were placed around them, to create the impression that they were armed at the 
time of being shot. 35 

The officers turned against their own subordinates. On 4 July, a member of 
the Bushveldt Carbineers, Trooper B.J. van Buuren, who had witnessed the 
killing of the six burghers, told relatives and friends who happened to be near 
Fort Edward, how they had been killed. 36 The women were waiting at Fort 
Edward to be transported to the concentration camp at Pietersburg. 37 According 
to the evidence presented, Van Buuren (apparently a Boer who had joined the 
British forces) 38 was taken out into the veld, under the impression that it was 
necessary to go after some Boers. Once out in the bushes, Van Buuren was 
allegedly shot by Lt. Handcock. 39 

These and other actions were symptomatic of a very peculiar state of affairs 
prevailing at Fort Edward. In the second half of July 1901 a wagon with 
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supplies for the BVC at Fort Edward left from Pictersburg. On the way to the 
Spelonken two vats of rum were stolen. By the lime the wagon reached Fort 
Edward, a third vat of rum had been stolen. Once an investigation into the 
matter started Sergeant-Major Morrison fled from the base. Eight troopers then 
set out to look for him. They were later arrested in a state of drunkenness and 
confined to prison in Pietersburg. It then came to the attention of the military 
authorities that members of the BVC at Fort Edward were distilling illicit 
liquor and rounding up stolen cattle. Of discipline there was little evidence.' 10 

The new commander at Fort Edward was Captain P.F. Hunt. He started 
cleaning up and restoring order. A number of the worst offenders were replaced 
by BVC troops from elsewhere. The troops who had been resident at Fort 
Edward for some time were not very pleased with these arrangements. Captain 
Hunt and Lt. H.H. Morant soon became friends with Captain Taylor. The 
operations of the troops at Fort Edward soon became more comprehensive. 
They started spreading out to the farthest outreaches of the Soutpansberg and 
even operated as far as the Lowveld. On 6 August 1901 a group under the 
command of Captain Hunt tried to surprise a concentration of Boers in the 
vicinity of Duivelskloof. In a skirmish which ensued he and Sergeant Frank 
Eland were killed. The remaining troops then fell back on the Berlin Mission 
Station at Medingen. 

Shortly afterwards Lieutenants Morant, Handcock and Witton arrived. Morant 
was apparently grief stricken by the death of Hunt and became furious when he 
was informed that his friend’s body had been stripped and mutilated by the 
Boers. This appears to have been a wrong assumption. It was later surmised 
that local witchdocters were responsible for the mutilation of the body, as the 
body of J.J. Viljoen (one of the Boer soldiers) had also been mutilated. 41 

In the first act of revenge Morant and some troops went in pursuit of the fleeing 
Boers who had participated in the skirmish. A wounded burgher, F. Visser, 42 
was taken captive. He had been shot in the ankle. Morant and his men then 
headed back to Fort Edward after reports had reached them that Fieldcomet 
Tom Kelly had attacked Fort Edward, 43 On the second night of their journey 
back to base, Visser was shot by a firing squad without a proper trial being 
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conducted. 44 He was later buried by Blacks on the bank of the river where he 
had been killed. 4 ’ 

Back at Fort Edward, Bulala Taylor apparently exploited the emotional distress 
of Morant further. He egged him on to avenge the death of his friend. 46 In the 
camp rumours were doing the rounds that Lord Kitchener had given 
instructions, that “prisoners were not to be taken”. This in turn had the effect 
that ordinary members of the BVC became susceptible to taking harsh orders. 
If they did not want to respond, the soldiers were simply coerced into action. It 
proved to be fairly easy to bring about the new approach to fighting the war 
locally. Geographically Fort Edward’s A Squadron was isolated and far 
removed from the direct scrutiny of peers. This enabled them to kill groups of 
Boers and even one of their own men. 

Their undoing was however a missionary who was a witness to the shooting of 
eight Boers near Elim. 47 On 3 August 1901 a party of eight Boers and one 
missionary, the Rev. C.A.D. Heese of the Berlin Mission at Makapaanspoort, 
near Potgietersrust, were taken in by members of the BVC. They were on their 
way to Fort Edward. Rev. Heese had accompanied a friend of his, one Mr. 
Craig, to the hospital. 48 The Boers, E. Boukamp, W.D. Vahrmcijer, C.PJ. Smit, 
one Lochner, W. Wouters, J.J. du Preez, one Pauskie and G.K. Westerhof, 49 
had been disarmed and their rifles were on the wagon on which they had been 
travelling. The charge against Heese was that he had apparently spoken to the 
Boers. 50 The group was met near the hospital by Lieutenants Handcock and 
Morant. The troops who had brought the prisoners up to that point, and the 
missionary, were then told to leave. 

A short while later, shots were heard in the vicinity of a koppie. Apparently the 
firing party, comprising Morant, Handcock, Witton, Sgt.-Major E. Hammett 
and troopers A.W.M. Thompson and A. Duckett. After the Boers had been 
shot, Rev. Heese returned to the place where he had last seen them. He then 
presumably saw the bodies of the men. He left the scene of the killing in a state 
of despair, travelling with a Black assistant in the direction of Bandclierkop. He 
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was then arrested by the BVC. But after protesting against his arrest he was 
released at the instruction of Taylor. The latter then informed the missionary to 
go carefully on his way because there were Boers operating in the area. 51 It was 
later said that Handcock realised the missionary was a witness to the killings. 
Handcock then set out after Heese and killed the missionary and his assistant. 52 
Apparently the missionary had a white flag attached to his wagon to bear proof 
of his neutrality. After he had been shot Heese was buried in a shallow grave 
next to the road between Elira and Bandelierkop. A pedestrian who came upon 
the scene later reported to the Superintendent of the Berlin Mission in 
Pietersburg, the Rev. Oswald Krause, what had happened. 53 

On 7 September 1901 two men and a boy of 14 years (R. van Staden Senior, R. 
van Staden Junior and C, van Staden) were on their way to Elim when they 
were held up by members of the BVC. It was known that these burghers had 
previously created a lot of problems for the Bushveldt Carbineers and their 
black scouts. 54 The child was suffering from malaria. Upon the order of Major 
Lcnehan they were all three shot. 55 

On the farm Paardeplaats, behind Hanglip on top of Soutpansberg, Captain 
Taylor was responsible for the death of a burgher, one Van den Berg. The man 
was sick in bed, suffering from malaria, when Taylor arrived on the farm. 
Taylor instructed Mrs. Van den Berg to tell her husband to come out. 
Apparently when the man adhered to the instructions he told his wife, in 
passing, they were going to shoot him. While the woman and her three children 
were standing in the doorway, they witnessed how he was summarily shot. 56 

When the first reports of the atrocities in the Spelonken area reached the British 
authorities in Pietersburg, the BVC at Fort Edward were recalled. In December 
1901 the name of the BVC was changed to the Pietersburg Light Horse which 
was an indication of internal changes and adjustments made by the British 
military command. There was a shake-up of its officer complement, with a new 
commanding officer, adjutant and other officers. The new Pietersburg Light 
Horse was unable to clamp down on the activities of the Republican forces. 
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The inhumane killing of people in the Soutpansberg area had substantial 
repercussions. Rev. C.A.D. Heese’s father. Rev. Danie Heese, stationed in 
Riversdale in the Cape Colony, heard of his son’s death via the German Consul 
General, The latter informed the British authorities. At first the bereaved 
father thought little could be done for his son who had died as a British subject. 
The matter was however taken further by members of the Swiss Mission 
stationed at Elim and Rev. F.L. Reuter of the Berlin Mission at Medingen in 
the Lowveld. 57 It is surmised by Schulenburg that the British military 
authorities in South Africa were sensitive to the probable response that could 
be anticipated from the German government on the matter. Consequently pro¬ 
active steps were taken to prevent a negative reaction. 58 

The outcome was that in the court martial that took place from 16 January to 
19 February 1902 in Pietersburg, H.H. Morant, P.J. Handcock G.R. Witton, and 
H. Picton were found guilty of a number of transgressions. Morant was found 
guilty of murder. Handcock, Witton and Picton were found guilty of 
manslaughter. Morant, Handcock and Witton were found guilty of committing 
the offence of murder whilst on active service. Subsequently the court 
sentenced Morant, Handcock and Witton to being shot. Witton was sentenced 
to penal servitude for life. On 21 February Morant Handcock, Witton and 
Picton were transported by train to Pretoria. On 26 February they were 
informed of their sentences and told that they would be shot. Wilton’s sentence 
was reduced to lifelong imprisonment. Picton was simply fired and his uniform 
taken from him, along with his rank and decorations. At 06:00 on 27 February 
1902 Morant and Handcock were set up before a firing squad and shot. 59 
Taylor did not feature at all in the trial. 

The news of the of the death of Morant and Handcock only reached Australia 
after they had been shot, It gave rise to enmity between Britain and Australia 
which gave cause for strained relations amongst the military fraternity as late as 
1914 when World War 1 broke out. 

But perhaps more important was the manner in which the events surrounding 
the Bushveldt Carbineers sank into the popular memory of the local 
community. After the BVC had been recalled the news of the killings reached 
General C.F. Beyers. He had heard that conditions in the Lowveld had 
deteriorated substantially amongst the remaining burghers. He then headed 
with his troops to the Spelonken where they were told of the atrocities. Beyers 
was reported as saying in comment, there was no mercy, no justice and no 
civility evident amongst the British officers in the Spelonken. 60 
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The British troops who were resident at Fort Edward at the time were unable to 
pose any threat to Beyers and his troops. The Boer general visited with the 
Bristows and enjoyed dinner with them. They were then attacked by the British 
troops who had heard of their presence. One burgher, Frans van den Berg of 
Germiston, was killed in the skirmish. Beyers then visited the Rev. Hofmcyr at 
Mara before returning to Geelhoutkop in the Waterberg district. 61 

There war was by that time in its final phases. Negotiations between the 
fighting parties culminated in peace talks which led to the conclusion of the 
war by mid-1902. For Soutpansberg and Louis Trichardt in particular, a new 
dispensation was to dawn. What had previously been a predominantly 
Afrikaans town, now acquired a very British character. By 1910 it was to be a 
typical South African town. How that transformation took place is the subject 
of the next chapter. 
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Chapter 5 


The restoration of Louis Trichardt 1902-1914 


After the conclusion of the Peace Treaty of Vereeniging on 31 May 1902 
tranquility gradually returned to the South African veld. Thousands of men and 
boys who had been taken to prisoners of war camps in India, Bermuda, Ceylon, 
St Helena and Portugal were returned to South Africa. The women and children 
who had stayed behind in South Africa were amongst the first to return to their 
homes. One of the famous prisoners of the prisoner of war camp at 
Trichonopoly was Commandant P.L. Mdller. Before the conclusion of peace, 
this dedicated republican burgher who was determined to regain his freedom, 
tried to escape numerous times. The authorities considered him very dangerous 
and even thought him to be deranged. It was however, as he later explained, a 
matter of pride in his status as a republican burgher, who simply refused to 
accept British authority. Commandant Moller was later decorated for his 
wartime service to the republic. 1 

For those returning to Louis Trichardt and the Soutpansberg, perseverance was 
a major prerequisite. Local teacher, Mr. E.R. Smith, described conditions in 
Louis Trichardt: 

After nearly two years spent in Concentration Camps, we returned to 
our village to find, not one stone left upon the other, houses burnt, or 
pulled down, our cultivated plots of ground, full of weeds, fruit trees 
uprooted, or chopped down, streets overgrown with grass, and in 
some places 7 or 8 feet high, our once flourishing little village 
devastated, converted into a wilderness, and the people who were 
once independent, reduced to beggary, eating the bread of charity.... 2 

The women and children of the Otto family resided in Waterval Boven 
(Mpumalanga) for the duration of the Anglo Boer War. Once the peace was 
concluded they returned via Pietersburg to the Soutpansberg. They were taken 
by mule wagons first to the mission station of the Nederduitse Gereformeede 
Church at Kranspoort (40 km, west of Louis Trichardt), before going up to 
their farm Ottosdal. The tenth son of the family had just been bom and the 
family resided at the foot of the mountain until the father and his sons by 
November had completed the first phase of their home on Ottosdal. They 
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2 



56 


immediately started planting vegetables. The parents then pitched a tent in 
which they slept whilst the older children made a wattle and daub hut for 
themselves. 3 This was the general pattern of resettlement by the burghers on 
their farms in the Soutpansberg after the war. 

Urban resettlement as a result of more direct contact with the British authorities 
took place somewhat differently. The rebirth of Louis Trichardl was a painful 
process. The aid provided by the British was insufficient to help all people. 
Consequently many people left Soutpansberg and Louis Trichardt, to either 
settle on uninhabited farms where they thought they might be able to lay claim 
on the land, or they simply left for the rapidly growing industrial centres along 
the Witwatersrand. Others left for rural areas where living conditions were less 
harsh than in the Soutpansberg. A major factor which contributed to the post¬ 
war departure of Soutpansberg residents, was thus the realisation that it would 
require too much money and effort to repair damaged property in the village. 4 5 * * 

In British quarters it was argued that many people in the Soutpansberg were of 
the “bywoner type” and unable to make meaningful progress. Bywoners were 
semi-indigent people who, since the second half of the nineteenth century 
simply trekked from one part of the South Africa to the next with their 
livestock, residing on farms and earning a living from performing menial tasks 
for well-established farmers. They were predominantly livestock farmers who 
chose not to own land. As a result of hardship suffered in the interior, many of 
these families became indigent and frequently had to rely on help from the 
state. The Anglo Boer War made these people even more poor. For many 
people the founding of Louis Trichardt in 1898 offered an opportunity of 
finding some permanence. After the war their chances of making progress on 
the northern frontier were extremely slim. The fact of the matter was that the 
war had changed their lifestyle in many drastic ways. The trauma of the war 
per se created conditions from which many Afrikaner families never recovered 
properly. Members of this predominantly rural society, who were unable to 
carry on where they left off before the war, drifted to the Witwatersrand where 
they started doing semi-skilled work on the mines. Many were thus prevented 
from making a fresh start in Louis Trichardl. 

There were those families who were determined to remain in the Soutpansberg. 
By the end of 1902 there were once again about 50 families living in Louis 
Trichardt. In the surrounding area, at Klein and Groot Spelonkcn, in the 
vicinity of Schoemansdal and on top of the mountain there were about 300 
families resident 8 The war had taken its toll. Most people had been ruined by 
the war and were in an indigent state. Many had died during the war. 


3 . LTC, Historical sketches by Mr. Pieter Otto (1889-1981), pp. 6-7. 

4 . E.H. HUDSON, Die geskiedenis van die onderwys in die gebied Zoutpansberg met verwysing 

na die maatskaplike verband, pp. 184*5. 

5 TA CS401. 10637/03. Dr. G.G. Hay, Louis Trichardt - Magistrate Zoutpansberg, 1903.11.25. 

6. TA LD420. No. 2099/03. W.N Bolton. Petersburg - Secretary to the Law Department. 

Pretoria, 1902.11.27. 
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It has been estimated that approximately 1 350 Northern Transvalers died in the 
war. 7 At first glance this number appears to be insignificant, but when it is seen 
against the backdrop of the total white population of the region, prior to the 
war, being in the vicinity of about 7 000 in total, it is apparent how severe the 
losses were. 

Restoring law and order and a village environment in Louis Trichardt was 
difficult. Major W.N. Bolton, the Magistrate of Pietersburg, who was 
responsible for jurisdiction in Louis Trichardt, reported to his superiors in 
November 1902 that what had once been streets in the village were overgrown. 
The water furrows were also destroyed and unhealthy swamp conditions 
prevailed. 8 In an effort to get the village in an orderly state once again, he 
appointed Dr. G.G. Hay as district surgeon and justice of the peace. 9 

George Grey Hay was bom in Scotland in 1876. 10 A man of exceptional 
intelligence, he qualified at Edinburgh University as a Bachelor of Medicine 
and Bachelor of Surgery in 1899. In the same year he sailed as ship’s doctor on 
the British Indian troopship, Jelunja, via the Suez Canal to South Africa. The 
war was imminent. He was in Durban on the troopship for about 8 to 9 months. 
Then he returned to England. The ship was now carrying wives and children of 
soldiers who were returning to England from Ladysmith and Pietermaritzburg. 
He returned again to South Africa after a period of postgraduate studies at 
Edinburgh University. He was suffering from poor health at the time. 

In 1902 Dr, Hay was put in charge of the burgher camp at Pinetown in which 
some 4 000 people, mainly Boer women and children from the districts of 
Pietersburg, Soutpansberg, Letaba and Potgietersrusi were resident. 11 12 Once the 
peace had been concluded Dr. Hay was put in charge of the repatriation of the 
inmates of the camp to the Northern Transvaal. He was stationed at Louis 
Trichardt and spent the rest of his life in the village, except for a few spells in 
Pietersburg. 13 

When Dr. Hay arrived in Louis Trichardt the village had the reputation of being 
situated in one of the most unhealthy regions of the Transvaal Colony. 
Common local endemic diseases were malaria, syphilis and tick fever. 13 To 
make matters worse for the new justice of the peace, the local residents were up 


7 . L.J.S. CHANGUION, Pietersburg, die eersie eeu, p. 87. 

8. TA LD420. No. 2099/03. W.N. Bolton, Pietersburg - Secretary to the Law Department, 
Pretoria, 1902.11.27. 

9. TA, CS240. 1328/03. Telegram: Resident Magistrate Pietersburg - Colonial Secretary, 
Pretoria, 1903.01.28; TA CS298. 4862/03. Office of the Secretary to the Law Department, 
Pretoria - Assistant Colonial Secretary, 1903.05.04; TA CS298. 4862/03. Assistant Colonial 
Secretary, Pretoria - Medical Officer of Health, 1903.06.11. 

10. Judge Frank Kirk Cohen, as a child personally met and became friends with Dr. Hay. He and 
his late wife also did a thorough study of this remarkable man who was one of the pioneers of 
Louis Trichardt. 

11 . LTT1, pp. 108-09.980615 Kirk-Cohen, F.C. (70), Julius Jeppe Street, Waterkloof, Pretoria. 

12 . LTT1, p. 109. 980615 Kirk-Cohen, F.C. (70), Julius Jeppe Street, Waterkloof, Pretoria. 

13 . TA CS910. 1857A. First report of the district medical officer of health for year ended June 

30th 1907. F. Arnold. 
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in arms. Not only did they want a local authority for Louis Trichardt, but they 
insisted that they be provided with the title deeds to their properties. 1 ' 1 

Reclaiming rights to erven in town 

The problem was that the title register could not be located anywhere. In 
October 1902 the Registrar of Deeds explained that an orderly system had been 
created in Louis Trichardt prior to the war. The town was opened up in terms of 
the old Republican Occupation System. Residents of the town, were granted 
two erven free of charge and could purchase two additional erven. A list of the 
title register of erven could not be located. 15 

In an effort to get to the root of the matter the Law Department asked the 
Magistrate of Pietcrsburg to find out what had happened to the records of the 
Vrederechter (Justice of the peace). 16 Shortly afterwards the Magistrate of 
Pietersburg, Major W.N. Bolton, notified the Law Department that the 
documents of the Vrederechter in Louis Trichardt had been removed by 
Captain (Bulala) Taylor of the Intelligence Department. The vital documents 
were, according to Bolton: 

accidentally burnt in a house which was destroyed by fire there 
afterwards. 17 

It is thus somewhat ironic that the irresponsible actions of people, such as 
Taylor, during the war also affected the lives of the residents of Louis Trichardt 
after the war. Bolton personally visited Louis Trichardt and tried to find out 
who all the owners of erven were. He was handicapped by the fact that he was 
not in possession of a plan of the town. He did manage to find out that many 
that the local residents were eager to occupy and even buy the land on which 
they were resident. 18 

On numerous occasions he held meetings with the local official of the Land 
Department, Mr. Mostyn Jones. 19 The Registrar of Deeds was only too glad to 
find that the magistrate had at least started drawing up a list of possible owners 
of occupation erven. A number of residents simply re-applied for title deeds. It 
was uncertain to what extent these applications were credible. He argued from 
the point of view that the occupation commission of the Republican era had not 
progressed significantly with their work prior to the outbreak of war. 


14 TACS401. 10637/03. Copy Petition to Resident Magistrate Zoutpansberg, 1903.11.24. 

15 TA LD17S. No. 6088A12, J. Smuts, Registrar of Deeds - Secretary of the Law Department, 
Pretoria, 1902.10.29. 

16. TA LD175. No. 6088/02. Secretary to the Law Department, Pretoria - Resident Magistrate 
Zoutpansberg, Pietersburg, 1902.11.04. 

17. TA LD175. No. 6088/02. W.N. Bolton, Pietersburg - Secretary to the Law Department, 
Pretoria, 1902.12.07. 

18. TA LD175. No. 6088/02. Secretary to the Law Department, Pretoria - Registrar of Deeds, 
Pretoria, 1902.12,11, 

19. TA CS401. 10637/03. W.N. Bolton, Pietersburg ■ Assistant Colonial Secretary, Pretoria, 
1903.11.30. 
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To make matters more complex the occupation system of land grants was 
integrated with the British settlement program as outlined in Ordinance No. 40 
of 1902. 20 The ordinance stipulated the conditions under which land could be 
acquired from the government. 21 

In an effort to solve the problem the Registrar of Deeds, in March 1903, 
submitted all the applications for land to a special commission, appointed by 
the government, to investigate the question of the issue of grondbrieven? 1 
Towards the end of April 1903 the report of the commission consisting of 
Major Bolton and Mostyn Jones reported back to the government. The 
Zoutpansberg Land Tenure Commission, as it was known, reported to the 
Lieutenant Governor of the Transvaal: 

the Zoutpansberg District is at present almost at a standstill, and a 
state of chaos may be said to exist in regard to land tenure.... 23 

It was ascribed to the government’s delay in making a firm decision as to what 
was to happen in terms of the Occupation Law, which had been applied by the 
previous government. 24 Bolton and Mostyn Jones felt that the people occupying 
land in Magatosland and in Louis Trichardt had a strong pre-emptive claim to 
land and the government had to respect it. 25 

The commission clearly wanted to follow directly in the footsteps of the 
important groundwork that had been laid by General P.J. Joubert when the 
town was first founded. As far as the occupation erven in the town were 
concerned, the Commission felt the authorities should maintain the system. 
Numerous applications were investigated of applications. It was felt people 
who had fought against “Magato” (in fact Mphephu) should be allowed land in 
terms of the occupation law. The grant had to be made in terms of the Settlers’ 
Ordinance of 1902. If a person could not be granted the land he/she had 
originally occupied, other land had to be granted, with the understanding that 
compensation would be paid for improvements. 26 

The commission classified applications for land into four categories. The first 
made provision for the people who originally acquired erven in terms of the 
Occupation Law of 1886, on the grounds that they or their direct relatives 
participated in the Mphephu War. The second category made provision for 
people who wanted erven in town, but who did not qualify in terms of the 


20 . This ordinance replaced the Occupation law of 1886. See TA LD175. No. 6088/02. Secretary 

to the Law Department, Pretoria - Resident Magistrate for Zoutpansberg, Pietersburg, 
1902.12.18. 

21 . TA LD17S. No. 6088/02. Registrar of Deeds, Pretoria - Secretary of the Law Department, 

1902.12.15. 

22. TA LD175. No. 6088/02. Registrar of Deeds, Pretoria - Secretary to the Law Department, 
1903.03.11. 

23 . TA TPB780 TA2949, W.N. BOLTON and Mostyn Jones, Pietersburg - Lt. Governor 

Transvaal Colony, 1903.04.23. 

24. Ibid. 

25. Ibid. 

26. Ibid. 
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Occupation Law of 1886. The third category had a bearing on people who did 
not qualify for land in terms of the occupation law, but who were destitute and 
could benefit from an allocation. The fourth category had a bearing on people 
who did not have any specific rights to land. 37 

The allocation of erven was a complex matter. There were many delays and 
problems which continuously affected the system of administration. In 
November 1904 Major Bolton once again reported to the Secretary of the Law 
Department in a confidential report that: 

The delay in issuing title and settling the question of Louis Trichardt 
erven is causing very general dissatisfaction, it is also causing much 
distress and want, and if not attended to soon is likely to ruin any 
chance Louis Trichardt ever had of becoming a township. 28 

In January 1905 Lt. W.H. Beddy of the South African Constabulary, who was 
stationed at Fort Edward, in Spelonken, stated in a confidential report to his 
superiors, there was considerable discontent amongst the inhabitants of Louis 
Trichardt. They were under the impression that the new government would 
carry on with the way in which the system of land grants had been 
administrated by the previous government. They literally wanted the four erven 
in town practically for free, particularly for those families who had participated 
in the Mphcphu War. They felt that the erven should be given specifically to 
those people who had not been granted occupation farms. Lt. Beddy stressed 
that the people were as a rule poor. If they were not granted land, it could only 
lead to further pauperism and poverty. Personally he felt that the Department of 
Lands was being shortsighted by not solving the problem. The state of affairs 
could only make the people more dissatisfied and drive them into the arms of 
political agitators and law agents. 29 

Once a policy was formulated and a start had been made with the allocation of 
lands, the problem seemed to subside. The government tended to follow the 
broad example of the former republican government. Any person receiving a 
farm as an occupant, was not also entitled to occupation erven in town. 30 A 
total of 659 erven were eventually placed at the disposal of prospective settlers. 
There were 175 claims, but only 141 were found to be in order. There were 
other obstacles. Prospective owners of property had to pay £7.2.0 for the 
survey and registration of their property. Not all people had the money. 31 Under 
these circumstances the orderly settlement of residents on erven in Louis 
Trichardt was delayed to a considerable extent. 


27. Ibid. 

28. TA LD933, 6520/04. W.N. Bolton, Picteniburg - Secretary to the Law Department, 
1904.11.26, 

29 . TA Lt. 0.75, 75. No. 83/33. Copy Confidential correspondence Y/697. Report of Lt. W.H. 

Beddy, Fort Edward, 1905.0! .12. 

30 . E.H. HUDSON, Die geskiedenis van die onderwys in die gebied Zoutpansberg met verwysing 

na die maatskaplike verband, p. 186. 

31. Ibid., p. 186. 
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Matters were worsened by the fact that some of the farms in the outlying areas 
on top of the berg were considered as desirable to the new British settlers. They 
then forced some of the Afrikaners from their land. One example was the 
Erasmus family who farmed behind Hanglip on the Soutpansberg. Members of 
the family (related to the Potgieters) later remembered how the British settlers 
laid claim to their farm because they were of the opinion that the diseases 
affecting horses were not prevalent on top of the mountain. Consequently the 
Erasmus’ were given a substitute farm, Vlakfontein. 32 


Provisions for the Asian population in Louis Tricliardt 

The issue of Asian residence in Louis Trichardt was subject to discussion and 
planning by the authorities since the earliest history of Louis Trichardt. In June 
1903 the Colonial Secretary of the Transvaal Colony gave instructions to the 
Surveyor General that in the event of a survey being conducted in Louis 
Trichardt an “Asiatic location” with 20 stands had to be surveyed. The official 
standpoint was: 

“(T)his is not a matter of any immediate urgency as there are no 
Asiatics at present in Louis Trichardt and 1 don’t think there are 
likely to be for some time to come(,) but it is necessary that a(n) 
Asiatic location should be laid out at no very distant date...”. 33 

In July 1903 Major W.N. Bolton visited Louis Trichardt and along with the 
District surgeon. Dr. G.G. Hay, they selected a site for the “Coolie Bazaar 
about 1 000 yards West of the town”. 34 It was later decided by the government 
that there was no urgency for the survey of an Asiatic location, and the matter 
was left there. 35 Within ten years the Asian population of the town had grown 
substantially. In February 1913 Mr. O.C. Bowker, the Secretary to the Louis 
Trichardt Health Committee, complained to the provincial administration about 
the fact that the Indians and white ‘men of straw’ were permitted to ‘run up tin 
shanties’. 36 

Boer-Brit co-operation in the process of reconstruction 

It is generally assumed that in the first months and years after the war political 
differences were constantly the order of the day between supporters of the 
former belligerent governments. There were promising indications of a 
willingness to co-operate. In perhaps one of the most remarkable acts of post¬ 
war co-operation, steps were taken to assist the destitute residents in and 


32 . ANON., "Oom Andrics oorlede" in Zoutpansberger, 1991.11.22, p. 2. 

33 . TA CS319. No. 6034/03. Colonial Secretary - Assistant Secretary, 1903.06.17. 

34 . TA CS319. No. 6034/03. W.N. Boltoa, Pietcrsburg - Colonial Secretary. Pretoria, 1903.07.15. 

35 . TA CS319. No. 6034/03. Assistant Colonial Secretary - Surveyor General, 1902.07.20. 

36. TA. TPB780. TA2949. O.C. Bowker. Louis Trichardt - Provincial Secretary. Pretoria. 
1913.07.13. 
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around Louis Trichardl, Mrs. Johanna Brandt (1876-1964) Afrikaner female 
activist, and daughter of the late Rev. N.J. van Warmelo, played an important 
role in one of the first constructive acts of reconstruction after the war in the 
Northern Transvaal. Mrs. Brandt was the wife of Ds. L.E. Brandt of the 
Nederduitsche Hervormde Church congregation in Pietersburg. After 
personally visiting Louis Trichardt, she recommended to the British authorities 
that steps ought to be taken to help the people who had been left destitute by 
the ravages of war. At the beginning of June 1905 she had an interview with 
Lord Selbomc, the British High Commissioner in Johannesburg. She then 
requested assistance from the authorities to re-establish farming operations in 
the Soutpansberg. 37 The funds were limited and help could not be provided 
immediately. 38 The Commissioner of Lands requested Mrs. Brandt to make 
suggestions regarding how she thought the people could be uplifted. 39 

In describing the conditions under which the people in Louis Trichardt found 
themselves, she recommended that the men be given jobs on local government 
construction projects. Furthermore a number of looms had to be imported so 
that the women could busy themselves with spinning. She also requested 
financial assistance which was to be administered by a responsible and able 
body of people. 40 It was stressed that assistance to the people should not be in 
the form of alms. Instead they had to be given an opportunity to work for what 
was being offered to them.'” 

In July Major Bolton held talks with Mrs. Brandi in Pietersburg. She and her 
husband had visited Louis Trichardt and the Magato Mountain 

where much distress prevails and ... a great many people are in 

exceedingly bad circumstances. 42 

Bolton was cynical of the future prospects of the town. On previous occasions 
attempts had been made, and he was personally of the opinion that it was 
public money ill-spent. However he was prepared to put the destitute people to 
work on the improvement of the facilities in the village. 43 In August 1905 
further talks were held between Mrs. Brandt, in her capacity as Secretary of the 
Suid-Afrikaanse Vrouefederasie (South African Womens' Federation) and the 
Lt. Governor of the Transvaal, Sir Arthur Lawley. 44 In subsequent months a 


37. TA Lt. G.27. No. 29/270. Lord Sclborne, Johannesburg - L.S. Jameson. Commissioner of 
Lands. 1905,06.07. 

38 . TA Lt G.27. No. 29/270. L.S. Jameson. Preroria - Selbomc, Johannesburg, 1905.06.07 

39. TA Lt. G.27. No. 29/270. Commissioner of Lands, Pretoria - Mrs. "L.E'' Brandi, 1905.06.07 

40. TA Lt. G.27. No. 29/270. Johanna Brandt, Pietersburg. - Dr L.S. Jameson. Pretoria, 
1905.06.13, 

41. TA Lt. G.27. No. 29/270. Copy newspaper clipping: ANON., Destitute Boers. Lord 
Selbome’s sympathy: First appeal from the Dutch” in The Leader. 1905.06.17. 

42. TA Lt. G.27. No. 29/270. Maj. W.N. Bolton. Pietersburg - Private Secretary to the Lt 
Governor, Pretoria, 1905.07.07. 

43. TA Lt G.27. No. 29/270. TA Lt. G.27. No. 29/270. Maj. W.N. Bolton, Pietersburg • Private 
Secretary to the Lt. Governor, Pretoria, 1905.07.07. 

44. TA Lt. G.27. No. 29/270. Private Secretary, Lt. Governor, Pretoria - Mrs. J. Brandt, Pretoria 
1905.08,18. 




The first magistrate’s Court in Louis Trichardt after the Anglo Boer 
War. The Assistant Magistrate of Pietersburg, Mr. D. Kriel, in August 
1903, described the court house as a group of “rondavels” which 
presented a “very unsatisfactory” situation. 

Source: TA Department of Lauds. 




The Louis Trichardt goal shortly after 1902. 
Source: TA Department of Lands. 
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substantial programme of reconstruction was launched which prepared the way 
for the improvement of the conditions of the residents of Louis Trichardt. Even 
more important is the fact that the initiatives taken by Mrs. Brandt, led to the 
establishment of the Suid-Afrikaanse Vrouefederasie (SAVF) branch in Louis 
Trichardt. This organisation, in the years to come, played an important role in 
securing social support services, specifically to the White community of the 
town. 

Developing the town’s infrastructure 

As the medical orderly for the village. Dr. Hay soon saw the need for the 
establishment of a local authority. It was necessary, he fell, for trees to be 
planted. A proper water system had to be developed. There also was need for a 
proper drainage system for the village as well as a hospital. Above all the 
sanitary conditions in the village were non-existent. This had to be given 
immediate attention, according to him. 45 These were luxuries which, in a 
malaria-ridden environment simply could not be introduced immediately. 

Major Bolton earlier in 1902, appointed Mr. M. van der Berg, as water bailiff, 
but the town grew at such a rapid rate that more developments had to take 
place. By the end of 1903 the population of Louis Trichardt had increased to 
about 90 families, numbering some 350 people. 4 ® There existed a need for 
certain infra-structural services such as a school and administrative offices. 

The local magistrate’s office was a case in point. The Assistant Magistrate of 
Pietersburg, Mr. D. Kriel, in August 1903, visited Louis Trichardt to conduct a 
number of court cases. He described the court house as nothing other than a 
grouping of rondavels which presented a “very unsatisfactory’’ situation. He 
recommended that a temporary court room and office be built for about £250. 47 
This was done, but as a result of the rainy conditions prevailing in the 
mountain, the construction frequently fell into a state of disrepair. In 1907 the 
Minister of Public works visited Louis Trichardt and was surprised to see once 
again the appalling condition of the local court house, goal and residence of the 
magistrate. In a letter to the office of the Attorney General he stated: 

I do not think any language can be strong enough to condemn ... the 
buildings in Louis Trichardt. 48 

In 1908 construction started on a prison, an office and a residence for the 
Assistant Resident Magistrate. 49 Gradually the village of Louis Trichardt 
started growing. 


45 . TA CS401. 10637/03. Dr. G.G. Hay, Louis Trichardt - Magistrate Zoutpansberg, 1903.11.25. 
46. TA CS401. 10637/03. W.N. Bolton, Pietersburg - Assistant Colonial Secretary, Pretoria, 
1903.11.30. 

47 . TA LD420. No. 2099/03. D. Kriel, Pietersburg • Resident Magistrate, Pietersburg, 1903.08.17. 

48 . TA LD1464. No. 2415/07. E.N. Colosun, Pretoria - Attorney General, Pretoria, 1907.10.16. 

49 . TA TATB18. No. 744 C.S. Macdonald, - Auditor General, 1908.10.05. 
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In 1906 a piece of land “100 yards square’” was set aside for the town's 
graveyard. 5 ® In 1914 a site of similar size was allocated adjacent to the existing 
graveyard, for the purposes of the town’s Mohammedan graveyard, 51 following 
a request made by a local member of the faith, Mr. Cassim Suliman. 52 

From the earliest years of local government in Louis Trichardt substantial 
provision was made for sporting facilities. True to the colonial nature of the 
early twentieth century community the Health Committee at its meeting of 20 
March 1910, gave permission to the local Gymkhana Club to present a horse 
racing meetings on the townlands later in the month. 53 In 1919 the Louis 
Trichardt Rugby Football Club was granted a piece of land by the Village 
Council. 54 

The establishment of local government 

History bears testimony to the fact that in the Soutpansberg political dynamics 
have always played a crucial role. Somehow the residents of Louis Trichardt, 
from the outset mastered the skill of doing things the “political way”. Perhaps 
that was their way of securing that something was done on the frontier. The 
acquisition of local government for Louis Trichardt bears testimony to this 
trend. Since the resettlement of the town after the Anglo Boer War, Major 
W.N. Bolton, the Magistrate of Pietersburg, frequently urged the Transvaal 
Colonial Government to grant Louis Trichardt’s residents a form of local 
government. 55 The process was however delayed by the fact that the issue of 
the final allocation of erven had not yet been completed. The colonial 
authorities tended to delay the process. The residents were disgruntled that 
nothing had come of the promises made by the visiting politicians and the 
administrators. 

Then in March 1905 a number of residents of Louis Trichardt took charge of 
their own destiny. On 3 March a meeting was held at the court house. 
According to the minutes the meeting was called to “discuss certain existing 
irregularities”. 56 They simply wanted to know why the town was unable to 
acquire municipal status. At the proposal of Mr. C. Schlessinger, Mr. J.P. de 
Nccker was asked to act as chairman. Mr. C.J. Brummer proposed Mr. W.W. 


50. TA, TPB 781, No. 2953. Under secretary. Division 11, Office of the Secretary for Lands, 
Pretoria - Resident Magistrate, Pietersburg, 1906.02.13. 
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1905.03.03. 




The second Magistrate’s Court of Louis Trichardt. 
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Humby to act as secretary of the meeting. The meeting “took note” of certain 
“rumours” doing the rounds in town. Several months before the government 
had indicated that it would grant a municipality to the town. 57 Taxes had been 
collected and the residents were eager for some form of organisational 
structure. 

The meeting then unanimously approved of a proposal that the Colonial 
Secretary be asked that the revenue derived from the properties on the town 
lands, be refunded and handed over to the government's representative in town. 
The money could then be used to improve the town. 58 From the minutes of the 
meeting it is evident the temper of the people was one of great frustration with 
the authorities for delaying the development of the village. In an effort to see to 
that something was done about the matter, the people who attended the meeting 
elected Messrs C. Schlessinger, P.C. Verceuil, J.P. de Necker, C.J. Brummer, 
one Van Zyl and W.W. Humby to form a committee to take the matter 
further. 59 On 6 March 1905 the committee duly met. The members then 
resolved that a memorandum be drafted which articulated the needs of the 
residents of Louis Trichardt. 60 In the document which was circulated amongst 
the members of the committee three days later, the Resident Magistrate of 
Pietersburg was informed that the residents of Louis Trichardt were 
discontented because there was no local authority and apparently no 
confirmation of earlier assurances that the erven could be occupied in a duly 
proclaimed township. They came to the conclusion that: 

After full and careful consideration, it is the unanimous wish of the 

inhabitants of this town, to obtain a Municipality. 61 

The committee explained that at a meeting held locally, the Commissioner of 
Lands and the Assistant Colonial Secretary for Urban Affairs gave the 
undertaking that municipal status could be granted to the town. They also felt 
the control of the land in town by the Department of Lands, was financially 
detrimental to the town. The committee felt that the erven in town were being 
sold too expensively. Instead of erven selling at £10 a time, they felt it would 
be best to sell them at £5 each. A number of residents in town were also 
discontented because they had earlier been told they could reside on some parts 
of the town lands. Once they had done so they were informed that they would 
have to pay for all the land (usually four erven) they occupied. Finally they 
pointed out that there were no funds for the construction of a water supply for 
the town. They wanted the government to return the money they had earlier 
paid in taxes. That money then had to be used to do the necessary work. 62 
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Major Bolton liked the committee’s proposals and informed the government in 
Pretoria that the request deserved favourable consideration, He also let them 
take note that the sense of discontent with the government followed in the wake 
of General Beyers’ visit to Louis Trichardt, shortly before. 63 The government, 
so shortly after the war, was eager for political reconciliation to take place. It 
also did not unnecessarily want to drive the discontented residents of Louis 
Trichardt into the arms of the Het Volk Parry which had shortly before been 
started by Generals Louis Botha and J.C. Smuts. It was impossible to invest 
large sums of money on the development of a small town on the northern 
frontier, while the reconstruction of the farming industry was the order of the 
day. 

In the meantime the general state of sanitary and health conditions in the 
village of Louis Trichardt left much to be desired. Little could be done to the 
matter. In 1909 the government for the first time responded positively to the 
needs of the residents of the town. On 23 December 1909 the Governor of the 
Transvaal issued a proclamation in which provision was made for a Health 
Committee, with four members, which was to come into effect on 1 January 
1910. M The Executive Council of the Transvaal Colony, on the same day 
appointed as Chairman the Assistant Resident Magistrate, E. Stubbs, S.P.J. 
Danecl, T.W. Ross and P.C. Verceuil as members of the Health Committee. 66 
The government provided the new Health Committee with a “grant-in-aid” of 
£100 to start with operations. 66 

It has traditionally been assumed that the first local authority of Louis Trichardt 
was established in 1912. 67 From the above evidence it appears as if the first 
Health Committee of the town was in fact formed in 1910 - the year in which 
the Union of South Africa came into existence. The first honorary secretary of 
the Health Committee was Mr. S.P.E. Daneel. 68 By August the Health 
Committee resolved that, in view of the amount of work involved that the 
Honourable Secretary, would forthwith be paid a salary of £2 per month. 69 

The finances of the Health Committee were sound. In the first years it was 
anticipated that an income of at least £100 could be raised from rates. 70 
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The activities of the first Health Committee must have been very uninspiring 
because in January 1911 Asst. Magistrate E. Stubbs, who was the Chairman of 
the committee notified the Administrator of Transvaal that James Burton 
Twigg replaced J.W. Ross who had resigned, and Mr. Barnet Lewis replaced 
Mr. P.C. Verceuil “who has failed to attend the majority of the committee 
meetings and has evinced no interest in the work” 71 When Mr. Stubbs went on 
six months’ leave later in the year, Mr, H.S.C.F. Gamer, the acting Assistant 
Resident Magistrate was appointed as chairman in his place. 72 

Mr. J. Burton Twigg who acted as secretary for more than a year was later 
replaced by Mr. O.G. Bowker who was appointed on the Committee in May 
1912. 73 His salary was set at £5 per month. Mr. G.G. Visser the Sanitary 
Inspector who also was Water Bayliff was paid by the Department of Irrigation 
and Dr. G.G. Hay was the Honorary Medical Officer of Health for the Village 
Board. 74 

In the course of 1913 Mr. Stubbs asked the Department of Justice to be relieved 
of his duties as chairman of the Health Committee. 75 There was furthermore the 
conviction amongst the members of the committee that as a result of the rapid 
growth of the town and the approaching formation of the magistrate’s district 
of Soutpansberg, it was essential for greater autonomous decision making 
powers by elected representatives to be the order of the day in terms of the 
local governing of the town. The committee consequently also asked the 
Administrator of the Transvaal to allow the residents to hold an election. 76 This 
was approved and consequently an election was held. The results were: 

S.P.E. Daneel, (attorney by profession), 96 votes; B. Lewis, (hotel owner), 82 
votes; G.G. Hay, a (medical practitioner), 76 votes, G.G. Visser, (the 
messenger of the court), 74 votes; O.G. Bowker 56 votes, Thompson 46 votes 
and Vorster 18 votes. 77 The new elected members of the new committee Health 
Board of Louis Trichardt, Messrs. S.P.J. Daneel, G.G. Hay, B. Lewis, G.G. 
Visser and O.G. Bowker, were duly sworn into their position on 23 December 
1913. The chairman was Mr. Daneel. 78 
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Law And order 

Louis Trichardt's first police, situated in the steel fort, came into existence, 
directly after the Mphephu War of 1898. Members of the Rijdende 
Grenswacht , were responsible for the maintenance of law and order. 79 After the 
Anglo Boer War the task of policing the community was gradually shifted from 
the military to police officers. The Transvaal Police Act, Act 5 of 1908, made 
provision for the establishment of a police force for the colony. 80 As a young 
town, Louis Trichardt soon acquired its own police station, which operated in 
conjunction with the local assistant magistrate. By the time the South African 
Police Force came into existence in 1913, Louis Trichardt already had it a well- 
developed infrastructure for the maintenance of law and order. 

Soutpansbergers have traditionally taken great pride in what they like to 
describe as “Our Red Indian”. During fieldwork the author was frequently 
asked by residents of the town and district, if there would be reference to the 
“Red Indian”. Thus, with due respect for the lovers of Soutpansberg’s 
cosmopolitan history, the following information is passed on. 

Trooper C. William Eagle was a Red Indian who served during the Anglo 
Boer War as a member of the Canadian contingent. Prior to his coming to 
South Africa he had served in the Northwest Mounted Police. At the 
conclusion of the war he chose to stay in the country and consequently joined 
up with the police. He was taken in and posted out to Pietersburg. At first he 
served for a number of years at Pont Drift on the border between the Transvaal 
Colony and the territory of the Chartered Company (Zimbabwe) before being 
transferred in 1907 to the newly established copper mining town of Messina. In 
September 1908 Eagle and a fellow trooper one O’Connell went on patrol some 
25 kilometers from Messina. They had been in the veld for three weeks. The 
two policemen met up with some transport riders who told them they had shot 
some lion cubs earlier. O’Connell later went out to look for the lions and lost 
his way. 81 

Whilst O’Connell was away Eagle who also was a keen lion hunter, came 
across the lioness and fired a shot at her from horseback. Eagle only wounded 
her. The male lion then appeared. Eagle tried to gel his horse to move, but it 
had been paralysed by shock, The next moment the lion leaped at Eagle, who 
was unable to get his rifle ready in time to fire. In the struggle which ensued 
Eagle was severely mauled by the lion. An engineer, one Scott, who witnessed, 
the battle between the lion and the policeman - but was unarmed — later came 
to the rescue of Eagle. He then took Eagle back to Messina where a veterinary 
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surgeon helped Eagle before the policeman was taken by ox wagon to Louis 
Tricbardt and later Elim. Trooper Eagle had lost a lot of blood and was unable 
to recover. He died on 10 October 1908 and the following day was buried on 
the farm Sweetwaters near Elim Hospital by his fellow policemen at Fort 
Edward in a graveyard on a koppie overlooking the Soutpansberg. 82 

Following the formation of the Union of South Africa on 31 May 1910, civil 
defence activities also gained momentum in an effort to secure the local 
population in case of war. In 1912 the Z uid-Afrika Skietverenigingen Wet was 
passed by the Parliament in Cape Town. This law made provision for the 
formation of shooting clubs, predecessors to the later commando system, 
throughout the country. Col. Hendrik Mentz, the local MP, was behind the 
initiative in the larger Soutpansberg District. In the Louis Trichardt vicinity, it 
is surmised that Commandant P.L. Moller, was at the helm of operations. In the 
years to follow shooting ranges were established at Louis Trichardt, Mara (on 
the farm Marton), Vivo (on the farm Beginsel), Alldays (at the Kop), Messina, 
Nyelele Dam (on the farm Martha) and Mopane. 83 

Educational developments 

In the area of education the village started making headway. The first post-war 
school in Louis Trichardt was formed in 1903 with 78 pupils, in a marquee 
tent. The children lived in close proximity of the town and could easily attend 
the school. Those who lived at a greater distance from the town boarded with 
local residents. Commandant Piet Moller and his wife took in many of the 
children. 84 The language of instruction was English. 85 The first principal was a 
certain Mr. Weir. He was succeeded in 1906 by Mr. G.E.M. McLeod, who 
remained at the helm for a period of three years. 86 He was assisted by Mrs. M. 
McLeod (his wife), who was first assistant and Mr. B.J. Metton, who for many 
years was a teacher at the school. 87 Later the school building was housed in a 
tin shanty building on the comer of Krogh and Erasmus Street. On 14 April 
1914 the new school building was taken into use which stood in good stead 
until the 1960’s. 88 
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Louis Trichardt in about 1906. The buildings from the left are: a 
private residence, offices of the Department of Native Affairs, the post 
office and bank building and the hotel. To the right, below Hanglip, 
are the offices of the magistrate and a private residence. On the 
extreme right is a boarding house with stables. 

Source: TA Department of Lands. 





Louis Trichardt’s Church of the Vow, shortly after its completion in 
1926. The building was designed by Gerhard Moerdyk. 

Source: TA26093 
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The prevailing post-war political climate affected Louis Trichardt. Many 
Afrikaners became discontented with the educational services provided by the 
British authorities. Consequently, throughout the Transvaal Colony a number 
of Christian National Education (CNE) schools were formed. These schools 
had the objective of providing education in a manner which was not 
discriminatory towards the interests and the cultural outlook of the Afrikaans 
community. Louis Trichardt’s CNE school started operations in January 1904. 
It existed for about one year and apparently did not get much support, because 
most of the parents were of the opinion that their children were better off 
receiving instruction in the English language. It was also less popular, probably 
as a result of tire fact that instruction at the government school was free of 
charge. 89 The teachers at the CNE school were Messrs. Saglewen and Smit, 
assisted by Mrs. M. Willcmse. 90 

Another major development in education along the Soutpansberg was the 
establishment in 1906 of the Lemana Training College by the Swiss 
Missionaries at Valdezia. 91 It was first established in 1899 at the Swiss Mission 
Station of Shiluvane under Mr. and Mrs. H. Junod before being moved to the 
Soutpansberg. 92 The school provided education to future teachers and 
evangelists, not only of the Swiss mission, but also other Protestant churches. 
The school also provided training to its students in practical skills of industry 
and agriculture. 93 The college initially only made provision for male students. 
In 1909 it was opened also for female students. 9 ' 1 In 1922 the college was 
moved to Elim where in a spacious environment on a hill overlooking the 
countryside, important educational work was conducted. 95 The college became 
one of the important centres of education for South Africans of colour in the 
first half of the twentieth century. 

Religion 

After a start had been made with the resettlement of the town a commission of 
the Presbytery of Rustenburg of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk (NGK) 
decided on 6 March 1906 that a congregation was to be formed in Louis 
Trichardt. Up to that time the residents of the town and in the Soutpansberg 
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were part of the Soutpansberg Congregation, situated in Petersburg. This 
congregation's history could thus be traced back to the early days of 
Schoernansdal. ft was proposed at the meeting that the congregation was to be 
called the Louis Trichardt congregation. The first minister to serve the 
congregation was Ds. D.J. Kriel. The first elders elected by the congregations, 
to serve on the church council were Messrs. M.J.P. Bierman, P.J.A. Human, 
P.W.A. Nel and P.S. Grobler. The deacons were W.A. Moller, D.J. Otto, 97 J.A. 
Schoeman, A.C.F. Knulzen, J.H. Senekal, B.C. van Zyl, J.F. Seegcrs and P.W. 
Moller. 98 

Over the weekend of 23-4 March 1906 the first formal services of the new 
congregation were held. Four young people were confirmed. They were 
Elizabeth Cornelia Grobler, Elizabeth Maria Grobler, Petrus Christoffel 
Vercueil and Daniel Johannes Hendrik van den Berg. Eleven children were 
baptised. They were Willem Johannes Stefanus Knutzen, Elizabeth Catharina 
Botha, Rachel Sophia Maria Petronella Spamers, Aletha Patronella Scheepers, 
Alice Catheline Fogwell, Frcderik Albertos Johannes Welthage, Willem 
Johannes Pienaar, Andries Johannes Smith, Abraham Jacobus Dreyer and Sarel 
Johannes Eloff Beyers. 99 

The congregation was initially not financially able to support its own minister. 
The first pastoral services, from the founding of the congregation, until 10 
August 1907, were provided by Rev. S.J. Malan, For many years after he left 
Soutpansberg, his annual salary of £100 had still not been paid. 100 In 1907 the 
council of the congregation tried to call Ds. J.W. Daneel, the missionary at 
Kranspoort. But he declined. In the meantime the congregation was served by 
Reverends D.J. Kriel, J.L. du Preez, H.E. du Plessis, G.J. Rousseau and B.H. 
Swart, the resident ministers of the Petersburg congregation. 101 

The first permanent minister of the congregation was Rev. J.J.F, van Schoor, 
who was called to serve by the council on 10 April 1915. He was welcomed 
into the congregation on 7 August 1915. Together with his wife Rev. Van 
Schoor served the congregation for the next 33 years. 102 It was during his time 
that the new church of the Covenant was completed in 1926. The church was 
designed by Gerhard Moerdyk, the famous architect of the Voortrekker 
Monument. 

After the Anglo Boer War services of the Anglican Church were held at 
various church in and around Louis Trichardt. On Sunday 4 September 1909 a 
meeting was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Stubbs and a decision was taken 
for a church to be built. Plans were also made for a fulltime rector. The Bishop 
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of Pretoria subsequently gave permission to one Rev. Evans to proceed with 
tiie construction of the church. At a general meeting that was held on 6 October 
1909, St. Marks Anglican Church was formed. The construction of the church 
building was completed in 1912. As a result of the small size of the 
congregation visiting priests were responsible for services to be held at the 
church. The first resident priest was Rev. H. Huke. He was appointed on 24 
November 1924, In September 1926 a new rectory was built. 103 

On 15 January 1916 members of the Nederduitsche Hervormde Kerk (NHK) 
congregation of Soutpansberg decided that it would forthwith be divided into 
four congregations, i.e. Pietersburg, Louis Trichardt, Potgietersrust and 
Laeveld. The Louis Trichardt congregation was then served by various 
relieving ministers of the church. On 27 February 1932 Rev. W.J. Kemp 
became the first fulltime minister of the congregation which grew to a 
membership of 503. He then left the congregation to go to Waterberg. For two 
years the congregation had no minister, until Rev. J.J. Engelbrecht assumed 
duties until 1941. 104 

Health 

At the start of the century Elim Hospital, under the administration of the Swiss 
Missionaries at Valdezia, was the prime centre for medical services to people 
north of Pretoria. Dr. Liengme departed from the hospital in 1906. He was then 
succeeded by Dr. and Mrs. Borle. They remained at the helm until 1912 when 
Dr. M. de Ligneris took over. The work at the hospital increased significantly 
and there were a number of buildings added to the hospital complex. Provision 
was made now for a laboratory, a dark room and an X ray installation, along 
with 12 rondavels. 105 

The German missionaries were also active in providing medical services, 
particularly to the Hananwa people. At Blouberg, Mrs. Helene Franz, the wife 
of the Rev. R. Franz, shortly after the war was responsible for the establishment 
of a hospital for lepers. The Franz’s arrived from the Houtbosdorp area in 
1896. 10,1 Mrs. Franz was later joined by her sister, Johanna Schulz, a qualified 
nursing sister from Prussia, who was to spend the greater part of her life at the 
hospital. 107 
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Communications 

There were problems as far as the roads were concerned. Local roads were in a 
terrible condition after the war. 108 As late as November 1903 many roads in and 
around Louis Trichardt were literally impassable. Some had been completely 
covered with vegetation. 109 Health conditions along these routes were also 
hazardous. Ever since the nineteenth century, according to Dicke. it was more 
expensive to transport goods from the Portuguese colonial East Coast in the 
nineteenth century, than from the Cape. The Delagoa Bay route was covered 
with the tsetse fly pest. 110 

Consequently, as the town started developing the roads were generally brought 
in order. There was not a great need for efficient communications routes for the 
local population. In August 1905 Rev. P. Aldon of Pietersburg visited Louis 
Trichardt at the request of the Lt. Governor of the Transvaal. He made the 
observation that many of the poor residents of Louis Trichardt had no wagons 
or oxen. 1 " This changed considerably, once mining operations started at 
Messina. 

Transport riders operating between Messina and Pietersburg as from 1906 
could earn £2 per day in ‘danger pay’ to help with the transport of copper ore 
over the distance of 288 kilometres to Pietersburg. 112 The transport riders made 
use of donkeys to draw the wagons. These animals were hardier than oxen. 
According to Mr. Koos Goosen, one of the many transport riders who 
participated in transport riding activities, it usually took eight days to travel 
from Messina to Pietersburg with a wagonload of copper. 113 The economic 
prospects of the region started improving significantly. Roads could thus be 
improved. By April 1906 the road between Louis Trichardt and Pietersburg 
was, according to the local residents, in “a good condition”. There was even a 
bridge under construction over the Dwars River. 114 

Perhaps a greater communications breakthrough was the construction of the 
road through what became known as Wyliespoort. Officials at the Department 
of Mines argued that it was necessary for a road to be constructed through 
Soutpansberg in order to reach the copper mining operations at Messina. At 
that point in time the road between Pietersburg and Messina passed around the 
mountain at Mara. It was a sandy road and water shortages along the way were 
the order of the day. Consequently, it was argued, a road should be constructed 
across Soutpansberg at Louis Trichardt, through the Nyelele Valley. It was 
argued that it would shorten lire distance between Louis Trichardt and Messina 
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by at least 80 kilometres." 5 By May 1906 an amount of £5 000 had been set 
aside for the construction of the road. It was to start in the rainy season and 
upon completion was estimated to cost in the vicinity of £10 OOO." 6 

The major obstacle was the narrow poort through the northern parts of the 
Soutpansberg. Wyliespoort, as it was later called, was known as Manaledzi to 
the Venda community. In 1904 Lt. C.H. Wylie was responsible for the 
engineering project to shoot open with dynamite a path to become the main 
transportation route between Messina, the copper centre, and Louis 
Trichardt. 117 Lt. C.H. Wylie was trained in England as an engineer. He served 
in the British Army in India and later left for Australia. During the Anglo Boer 
War he served in South Africa. He was a second lieutenant in the Engineers’ 
Unit. After the war he remained in South Africa. In 1903 Commandant P.W. 
Moller, came across Wylie at the Magalakwen River. He and some friends had 
been residing there. They were destitute. Moller then took the men to his farm, 
Groenfontein, and sheltered them for more than a month. Lt. Wylie then 
departed and lived in the Woodbush Mountain for some time. 

In 1904 Lord Milner, aware as always of the economic significance of the 
mining operations in the Limpopo Valley, gave instructions for the 
construction of a road in the north. Wylie was placed in charge of the 
discharged British troops who had the task of constructing the road. The work 
started immediately. By 1907 the work at what was later to be called 
Wyliespoort, was so far advanced that Commandant P.W. Moller, with the help 
of the workers, was able to cross the poort with a wagon and span of oxen. Lt. 
Wylie was still in South Africa in 1914. He served under Commandant Moller 
in the South West African campaign." 8 

The road through Wyliespoort was finally closed to traffic in 1976 after an 
application by Perskor Ltd. The company owned the farms around the poort. 
Attempts were made until 1979 by the Council to still keep the road open for 
tourist traffic. The Transvaal Provincial Administration was of the opinion 
that it was no longer feasible to maintain the road. 

Communicating with the world beyond Soutpansberg 

Certain services of the state were provided in Louis Trichardt at the start of the 
century with the assistance of local business people. Up to 1906 the town 
received mail twice a week, on Tuesdays and Saturdays. Outgoing mail closed 
at Louis Trichardt on Mondays at 15:00 in order to be in time for the 
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The Zoutpansberg Hotel which was owned by Mr. C.E. Schlessinger at 
the start of the twentieth century. 

Source: TA26102 
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The Grand Hotel of Louis Trichardt early in the century. 
Source: TA26104 
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Spelonken-Pietersburg coach on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. Sometimes 
the mail at Bristows, from where the coach operated, had to stand over for as 
long as two days. 120 It proved to be a frustrating arrangement. The postal 
service in Louis Trichardt itself was conducted by a businessman. In 1906 the 
service was unsatisfactory. At the magistrate’s court officials complained that 
the postal services in Louis Trichardt were “subservient to that of an Hotel and 
Store business”. 121 The Postal Department in Johannesburg then recommended 
that a sub-post office be opened at the surgery of Dr. Hay. The line of thought 
was that a sub-postmaster, who was not a businessman should be found. He 
could then conduct the postal business from the doctor’s surgery. This official 
had to “add to his salary by undertaking other business of a nature which could 
be approved”. 122 Over the short term there were no solutions to this problem. 

In other areas of communications Louis Trichardt was keeping abreast with 
technology. In October 1907 the government earmarked the necessary funds 
for the installation of a telephone in the office of the Assistant Resident 
Magistrate. He had to share the facility with the local official of the Native 
Affairs Department. 123 

Commercial activities 

After the Anglo Boer War the status of Louis Trichardt as the commercial hub 
of the Soutpansberg was undisputed. The first business in town after the war 
was owned by Mr. S.S. Himmelhoch. It was a general dealership. But the 
family also owned the mill and butchery. 124 Louis Trichardt was first and 
foremost a centre of communications. Hundreds of travellers between the 
interior of Africa and the rest of South Africa annually visited the village en 
route to some or another destination. It thus made sense for the town to offer 
good accommodation. By 1908 the town boasted with no less than two hotels. 
There was the Carlton Hotel which belonged to Mrs. F. Schultz and the Louis 
Trichardt Hotel which belonged to the firm of Lewis and Sacks. 125 As late as 
1918 there was only one bottle store. 126 

Other businesses in town included A.J. Bekker's blacksmith shop, the offices 
of the law agent G.R. Bosman, the office of the attorney, notary and conveyor 
H. Eekhout, the surgery of Dr. G.G. Hay, Interoceana Pharmacy which 
belonged to H.A. Bloemink, F.W. Schultz’s bakery as well as the general 
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produce dealer, auctioneer and forwarding general agents’ firm of W.A. Stuart- 
Steer. General dealers were by far in the majority. There were the businesses of 
Abramowitz & Falkson, S. Cohen, S.S. Himmelhoch & Sons as well as the 
firm of S. Koenig. 127 The commercial properties in Louis Trichardt, prior to 
1910, belonged to Messrs. Simon Soehne Himmelhoch, Michael Kelly, Lewis 
and Co., Karl Krogmann, and A. Stevenson. 128 

For many traders along the Soulpansberg Louis Trichardt remained the hub of 
commercial activities. It was a centre where wholesalers were situated. They in 
turn could provide the isolated traders in the hinterland behind the mountain 
and of Vendaland as well as the Lowveld, with the necessary goods to be sold 
in shops. Metcalfs Trading Store at Lwamondo in Venda was opened at the 
turn of the twentieth century by Mrs. Nellie Law and her husband Robert. Mrs. 
Law whose maiden name was Nellie Patterson, was a descendent of a group of 
Scottish settlers who settled in die Spelonken area in the latter part of the 
1870’s. After her husband’s death from blackwater fever Nellie carried on with 
business on her own beginning, in Vendaland. Later she met her second 
husband, John Frederick Metcalf who was working as a recruitment officer of 
Black labour for the mines. They were married in 1906 and conducted trade 
until their middle son Jimmy took over the business at the start of 1939. 129 

Banking 

Also in respect of the provision of financial services there existed specific 
needs very early in the history of the town. In September 1906 Major W.N. 
Bolton, asked the Law Department to arrange for a banking institution to open 
a branch in Louis Trichardt. 130 The National Bank of South Africa, Ltd. at that 
point in time did not see its way open to do so. BI A year later the Secretary to 
the Treasury announced that a branch of the bank was to open in Louis 
Trichardt. The manager was Mr. F.W.C. Bell. 132 On 30 August 1912 also the 
Natal Bank opened a branch in Louis Trichardt. The banking house was taken 
over the following year by the National Bank. Consequently 22 branches of the 
firm, including the branch in Louis Trichardt, were incorporated into the 
National Bank. 133 
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Wyliespoort in the early part of the century 
Source: MALT 








The impressive Stonehenge was built at the start of the twentieth 
century and is representative of early twentieth century colonial 
architecture in the Soutpansberg region. 

Source: J. W.N. Tempelhoff 










77 


Industrial activities 

Traditionally most Soutpansbergers were farmers. Consequently, after the 
Anglo Boer War they were in many cases able to maintain their sense of 
independence by continuing with their farming activities. Most literally had to 
start from the beginning. Matters were made worse by a severe depression in 
the period 1903-1909. 13,1 The conditions in which they then found themselves 
were favourable, to a certain extent. Prior to the war they did not have enough 
time to establish comprehensive farming operations. Now there was sufficient 
time. A demographic change had also taken place. Many of the Blacks who had 
been resident in the vicinity of Louis Trichardt and nearby white farms, now 
started vacating the area. l3S On farms, once the owners returned, the Blacks 
who were of the opinion that they had the right to take ownership of the land, 
were forced once again into accepting that the land no longer belonged to them. 
Strained relations between the farm owners and the Blacks were the order of 
the day and the latter refused to help, in many cases, with the reconstruction of 
farmsteads. 131 ' Once the local rulers gave permission the Blacks once again 
started working on the farms and it was then possible for farmers to start with 
the construction of proper houses. 137 

The vast supplies of water available in and around Louis Trichardt and in the 
immediate vicinity after the war were used by residents of the town and local 
farmers to plant wheat and tobacco. 138 Hunting was an important source of 
income, even for some of the local missionaries.' 39 Some of the residents of the 
Soutpansberg also resorted to harvesting local aloe plants. This genus of plant 
with more than 150 species, of which most are endemic to Southern Africa, 

were used in medicine. 1 '’ 1 ' It provided many residents of the town with an 
Ml 

income. 

One of the early pioneers of organised agricultural in the Soutpansberg was Dr. 
G.G. Hay. As a district surgeon he traveled much around in the region. He was 
always very optimistic about the agricultural potential of the region. In March 
1910 he took the initiative to ask the Registrar and Superintendent of Co¬ 
operative Agricultural Societies to allow Louis Trichardt to establish its own 
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co-operative. Hay did not see any sense for the berg fanners to become 
involved in the activities of fanners more than a 100 km to the south of the 
town 142 The Superintendent refused to approve of the request. He felt that the 
establishment of small Agricultural Societies, such as the one the 
Soutpansbergers wanted to establish, was counter-productive. 145 

In 1911 Dr. Hay also started planting apple orchards on his farm on top of the 
mountain. 144 With die assistance of the Government Horticulturalists in 
Pretoria, he started experimenting with peach trees and bananas. 145 In 1912 he 
started to experiment widi pear trees 146 and vineyards. 147 For most farmers 
however, farming activides implied performing the basic tasks of planting 
vegetables in order for dreir families to have food to eat. 148 

Many of the farming pioneers moved into the Soutpansberg after the formation 
of the Union of South Africa. In 1912 Mr. Mike Adendorff of Newcastle 
visited the Soutpansberg. He had earlier settled with his wife and six children 
in the vicinity of Bethal. They had a herd of about 400 head of Friesland cattle. 
Mr. Adendorff was impressed with the Soutpansberg area. In 1913 he sold his 
farm in Bethal and moved to Roodewal, 149 Also the Webber family of 
Germiston settled in the Soutpansberg in 1912. They chose to go and live on 
the farm Clydesdale along the Witvlag road. The children attended the 
Scheyffontein school, close to where the Mountain View Hotel is situated 
today. 150 The Langley family settled on the farm Crimea at Waterpoort in about 
1916. The children of the family were sent to school in Louis Trichardt and 
Potgietersrust as a result of insufficient facilities present locally. 151 
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Chapter 6 


The regional integration of commerce and industry 1914-1939 


The development of Louis Trichardt was subject to the economic growth of the 
Soutpansberg region as a whole at the start of the twentieth century. A 
prerequisite for the town was that it had to be able to economically sustain an 
urban community, preoccupied with urban activities. The physical geographical 
location of the town played a crucial role in this respect. After the Anglo Boer 
War a number of other potential local urban centres competed for regional 
dominance. They were Spelonken, the Soutpan and Messina. 

The first competitor for regional dominance was the (Klein) Spelonken area of 
Goedewensch-Elim-Fort Edward. Geographically this proto-urban settlement 
had been the hub of semi-urban development since the evacuation of 
Schoemansdal in 1867. It was the home territory of the Albasinis, the Swiss 
missionaries, and a number of successful fanner traders, of whom perhaps John 
S. Cooksley of the farm Lovedale Park was the most famous. 1 The availability 
of sufficient water to sustain the growth of a town, prevented the area from 
becoming a large town. Another factor which militated against the selection of 
the area was the fact that it had been the site of considerable violence during 
the war. The new authorities of the Transvaal Colony did not necessarily want 
to have memories of combat ingrained into the texture of society. It appeared to 
be somewhat out of the way when the planners started dotting the i’s and 
crossing the t’s for prospective railway developments. 

Another competitor for the regional urban centre was the Mara-Soutpan area. 
The western extremity of the Soutpansberg had a number of advantages. There 
was a substantial population resident in the area, of which perhaps the Buys 
community was the largest. Many White families moved into the area after the 
war. 2 Climatically the area was suitable for livestock fanning. Above all it had 
one of the most reliable routes for travellers between Rhodesia and South 
Africa, Rhodes Drift was one of the major areas for traffic crossing the 
Limpopo River. Furthermore, the industrial activity of salt mining operations at 
the salt pan stimulated transport riding communications. Transport riders on an 
empty return journey could always load salt for which there was a constant 
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demand on all markets in the north and the south. At the salt pan the general 
conditions after the Anglo Boer War were like a veritable village environment. 
The firm of Natorp and Ireland had a concession from the British authorities 
since 1903 to mine the salt. The manager of the mine was Mr. Tony 
Moerschell. There was a canteen which saw to the needs of thirsty transport 
riders frequenting the mine. There was also a store where the workers could 
purchase the necessary groceries. 3 The salt mining activities were not 
sufficiently profitable to sustain intense commercial opportunities for the local 
farming community. 4 

The third competitor for urban dominance in the region was Messina. Before 
the Anglo Boer War broke out in 1899 the potential of copper mining near the 
Limpopo River was familiar to a number of prospectors. In 1901 John Pascoe 
Grenfell, a Rhodesian miner, crossed the Limpopo and amid bush and scrub, 
came across ancient copper mine workings of Iron Age people in the Limpopo 
area. The site of the copper deposits had apparently been showed to him by a 
local man called Magush. 5 After the war Grenfell made up a team which had to 
help him launch the copper mining venture. He took in as partners James 
Harper from Australia and John Campbell from Canada who had both seen 
military service in South Africa during the Anglo Boer War. Also in on the 
plan was a surveyor, one Webber. The engineer was Everard Digby. At the end 
of 1902 the miners set out from Pietersburg with two wagons, 32 oxen, 
ammunition, food for several months as well as a number of horses. 

In 1903 what was to become known as the town of Messina was developed by 
the Messina (Transvaal) Development Company on the farm Berkenrode 
1424. 6 On 11 March 1904 Grenfell acquired a discoverer’s certificate for 
mining operations at a site that was to be called Messina, 7 after the centuries 
old name of Musina in the proro-Venda vernacular. Shortly afterwards Grenfell 
set out for London and on 30 January 1905 registered the Messina (Transvaal) 
Development Company, Ltd., with a capital of £100 000. By 1906 there were 
20 miners of European descent and 200 Blacks who were actively involved in 
mining what amounted to 476 imperial tons of copper for the year. 8 As a center 
of potential economic activity Messina, at the start of the twentieth century was 
thus perhaps in the best position for urban growth. The climate proved to be too 
harsh for human settlement. Instead it indirectly stimulated the growth of Louis 
Trichardt. 

Louis Trichardt's livelihood was first and foremost secured by its geographic 
location. The village was almost directly on the course of a north-south 
trajectory between Pietersburg in the south and Messina in the north. The 
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Mr. D.E. Otto, his wife Maria and their children outside the house on 
the farm Ottosdal in the 1930’s. 

Source: Mrs. S. Dickenson. 
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village formed the nucleus of the east-west intersection for traffic along the 
southern parts of the mountain range, between Blouberg in the west and the 
area of Tshivase (Sibasa) in the east. It thus formed the axis for all major lines 
of transport communication in the far Northern Transvaal. An added advantage 
was the fact that the town had more than sufficient water resources. Ultimately 
the development of Louis Trichardl was determined by its human resources. A 
significant population was resident in the village after the war, but more 
important: they were people who had been shaped by the spirit of a vibrant 
frontier society. This perhaps more than any other factor determined the 
success of the town. 

In 1914 Louis Trichardt became the capital of the Soutpansberg District after 
the Pictersburg District was formed further south. 9 In 1915 the status of the 
Health Committee was raised to that of a Village Council, in terms of 
Transvaal Provincial Administration Ordinance 9 of 1912. 10 The Village 
Council now had a legal identity and right in perpetuity. On 10 November 1915 
the first election was held and Messrs. M.J. Swart, G.G. Visser, L.P. 
Lindenberg, B. Lewis and J.D. de Necker were voted in. The chairman of the 
Council was Dr. G.G. Hay. 11 The first Town Clerk of the new Council was Mr. 
P.A. Otto. 12 

World War I and its political impact 

The outbreak of World War I brought about a considerable sense of political 
awareness amongst Afrikaans speaking South Africans. In Louis Trichardt and 
along the Soutpansberg, there was general acceptance of the formation of the 
Union of South Africa in 1910. Politically the area was under the control of the 
South African Party (SAP) under the leadership of Generals Louis Botha and 
J.C. Smuts. The area had a substantial and influential English speaking 
community which tended to support the government's initiatives. That all 
changed in 1914, 

Politically Afrikaner nationalists became active at the time of the Rebellion in 
1914 when the war broke out. The National Party of the Soutpansberg was 
founded in September 1914 at the time of the Rebellion. The first branch of the 
party in the Soutpansberg was formed by Messrs. Piet Otto, Fritz Odendaal, his 
two sons and Hans Opperman on the farm Happy Rest.' 3 Mr. Odendaal was the 
first chairman and Mr. Otto was the secretary. Within a week after the first 
branch was founded the next, Louis Trichardt, was founded. There were 30 
members in town. The chairman of the town branch was Mr. Ben Liebenberg 
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and his secretary was Mr. G.R. Bosman. 14 Shortly afterwards branches of the 
National Party were founded in the area behind the Soutpansberg from 
Waterpoort to the Magalakwena River. 15 

The National Party did not have the same support as the South African Party. 
The SAP member of parliament Col. Harry Mentz (1877-1938) was popular 
with the electorate. 16 His credentials seemed right for a new type of society. He 
was bom in the Free State. During the Anglo Boer War he served on the staff 
of General C.F. Beyers. After the war he settled in Pietersburg where he 
practiced as an attorney. Col. Mentz first served the district in the Transvaal 
Legislative Assembly in 1906 as a member of General Louis Botha’s Hei Volk 
Party. Then in 1910 he was sent, unopposed, to parliament for the South 
African Party. 17 When World War I broke out, he was amongst the first 
Northern Transvalers to join up. He was put in command of the military in the 
whole of the Northern Transvaal. He was responsible for the arrest of General 
Chris Muller who had participated in the rebellion in the Northern Transvaal. 
Mentz participated in the invasion of the South African Defence Force into 
German South West Africa. He commanded the Third Cavalry Brigade and 
was actively involved in the takeover of Windhoek on 12 May 1915. Once the 
territory came under South African control. General Louis Botha, appointed 
Mentz as military governor of South West Africa. 18 In the election of 1915 he 
was opposed by F.W. Beyers, but Mentz with 1 188 votes had no problem 
defeating Beyers with as much as 201 votes. 15 In 1918 he became the Minister 
of Lands and between 1920-24 served as Minister of Defence. 20 

When the Soutpansberg constituency was subdivided for the election of 1920, 
Mr. J.F. (Tom) Naude became the National Party member for Pietersburg. 21 
The leadership of the South African Party decided to divide the parliamentary 
constituency before the 1920 election, in order to secure Col. Mentz’s position 
in parliament. It was anticipated he would not win in an election contest against 
Naude. 22 In both the 1920 (Mentz= 988: Pirow=725) and 1921 (Mentz=997 
Pirow=833) election Adv. Oswald Pirow (1890-1959) opposed Col. Mentz 
unsuccessfully. 22 In 1924 Pirow won the election. 24 His opponent was T.W. 
Bell of the South African Party, who had 927 votes, against the 1 153 of Pirow. 
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It was a stiff contest with 80,6 per cent of the electorate bringing out then- 
votes. 25 

Pirow, the son of a German medical missionary, was an enigmatic figure and 
close friend of Adv. T.J. de V. (Tielman) Roos. He had some of the quicksilver 
qualities of Roos. In 1929 he gave up the safe constituency of Soutpansberg to 
oppose General J.C. Smuts, unsuccessfully in Standerton, only losing by 173 
votes. Shortly afterwards he won a by-election in Gezina and held the 
constituency until 1943. As politician he made rapid progress, becoming the 
Minister of Defence in 1934, after Smuts and Hertzog combined forces to form 
the United Party. Once Hertzog left the cabinet in 1939, Pirow departed with 
him, forming the Nuwe Orde (New Order) a fascist party propagating the 
principles of the Portuguese dictator Salazar. True to the principles of the 
movement he declined from participating in the 1943 election and later devoted 
all his attention to his law practice in Pretoria. 26 

In the Provincial Council election of 1917 Christoffel Hofmeyr (1875-1956) 
was the first candidate of the National Party to take a seat in the Soutpansberg 
constituency when he defeated Theuns Klcinenberg, the member of the South 
African Party. 27 He was succeeded by Mr. W.H. Vorster who served the district 
in this portfolio until 1933, after beating the SAP’s J.R. van Breda with 1 083 
to 914 votes. 28 In the election of 1933 Mr. Vorster stood as an independent 
candidate and could only muster 419 votes against the popular local attorney 
E.A. Rooth (with 2 672 votes) of the NP. 29 Mr. Vorster died in 1933. 30 Mr. 
Rooth held the seat for Soutpansberg in parliament until 1943.' 11 

World War I created deep divisions amongst Afrikaners. Even people who 
were staunch supporters of the republican cause, like Commandant P.L. 
Moller, 32 joined the South African troops and participated in World War 1. 
This veteran of the Anglo Boer War, already when the preparations were made 
by General C.F. Beyers to instigate a rebellion, refrained from giving his 
support for a cause which he thought had no merit. 3,1 Even the Venda people 
weer involved in the war effort. Mphephu I who returned to Soutpansberg after 
the Anglo Boer War gave his for his approval for some of his subjects to join 
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the war effort. After the war the Venda ruler was decorated with a medal for 
the services his people had provided. 55 

It was a period of political tensions. The family Steyn arrived in Louis 
Trichardt in about 1915. Mr. D.P.J. (Piet) Steyn, his wife Anna and their eight 
year old son Hans settled in town. The family had experienced substantial 
setbacks since the end of the Anglo Boer War. They left Potgietersrust shortly 
after the birth of Hans in 1907 and settled on the farm Danspan on the Northern 
Springbok Flats. Later they moved to Zebediela to some government farms 
which had been set open, when the farms were granted their application was 
not approved. According to Mr. Steyn, they did not belong to the right political 
alliance, meaning the SAP. 16 

They then moved to Soutpansberg where they settled on the farm Vondeling. 
The family had 300 sheep and 36 donkeys. The weather conditions were not 
favourable. In those years it would rain for two or three weeks without end. 
The sheep were constantly soaked and started dying and the donkeys suffered 
from rotten hoof. The Steyns then sold their sheep and bought a block of 12 
erven in Louis Trichardt. Mr. Steyn started making bricks on a site close to 
where the co-operative stands today. The business flourished as the demand for 
good bricks was high at the time. As a result of a boycott against the family, 
because of their National Party affiliations, they moved away from town, 
shortly after World War 1, to start farming operations on the farm Wentworth 
near Brakrivier behind the Soutpansberg, 57 

The growth of local government 

On 10 November 1915 Louis Trichardt became a Village Council. The first 
chairman was Dr. G.G, Hay and the first secretary was Mr. P.A. Otto. 38 In 
December 1923 Councillor J.B.R. Bergh proposed to the council that it 
establish a “Executive committee" or “Uitvoerende Komitee" comprising 
members of the Finance and works committees, and that such a committee 
meet bi-weekly. 39 

In March 1916 the chairman of the Village Council tabled a motion in a 
Council meeting which stipulated that the Council should open a bank account 
with the National Bank in Louis Trichardt and set it up as the “building 
account” with the view of constructing a proper municipal office. He wanted an 
amount £10 per month to be deposited on the account.' 10 In August 1919 the 
town fathers at a Council meeting gave the stamp of approval for plans to be 
drawn up for the ‘town hall’, which ultimately was to become the municipal 
buildings. 41 In January 1922 the Council accepted the tender of A. van der Lith 
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for the construction of the building at a cost of £999. The building was painted 
white at an additional cost of £59. 43 In March 1922, Town Clerk, Mr. P.A. 
Otto, informed the Council that he and his staff would be moving to the new 
building on 1 April 1922. 43 

A civic pride in the local authority was evident from the early years. In May 
1925 the Council decided that a municipal coat of arms had to be designed for 
Louis Trichardt. 44 Although the original emblem did not precisely conform to 
conventional heraldic principles, future generations of officials and local 
politicians deemed it fit to maintain all the elements in subsequent re¬ 
definitions, registered in 1959 and 1975. 45 

Another milestone in the development of Louis Trichardt was the acquisition of 
municipal status. On 5 November 1934 the first meeting of the Town Council 
of Louis Trichardt was held. 46 Shortly before, on 31 October, the first election 
for councillors of the new municipality took place with Messrs. J. Hirschon, 
J.T. Verschuur, J.J. Robbertze, P.A. Otto, J.A.S. Hofmcyr, A.B. Booysen, L.F. 
le Grange, C. Hanlon, and H.A.G. Beukes being elected. 47 The first Mayor of 
the Town Council of Louis Trichardt was Clr. J.T.A. Verschuur. 48 Up to 1940 
also H.J. Lissach, J.A.S. Hofmcyr, A.B. Booysen, S. Zway, C.C. Cawood and 
A.C. Snyman were subsequently elected to Council. 49 

British Settlers of the Soutpansberg 

Louis Trichardt was very English in character after World War 1. Many people 
came from Britain to live in the Bushveld as part of a settler scheme introduced 
by the 1820 Settlers Foundation 5U Bandelierkop, a small settlement to the 90uth 
of Louis Trichardt, had a significant English population. 51 They were 
ostensibly into cattle ranching. 52 There was a golf course and the local people 
liked playing polo. 53 There was a hotel, and the local shopkeeper shops and the 
colonial folks liked visiting Louis Trichardt on occasion. If it did not work the 
people would leave to work on the mines. The local Afrikaans people who 
appeared to be predominantly involved in fanning activities, lived outside the 
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town. They did not come in very much. 5 ' 1 The largest concentration of English 
farming colonials in the area resided in the vicinity of Bandelicrkop. Some 200 
new settlers entered the region following World War I. 55 

One of the new settlers was Commander Cyril John Laugham Noakes of 
Portsmouth England. He had served in the Royal Navy with distinction before 
resigning in 1922. Commander Noakes, his wife Ethel May, and their daughter, 
Betty, arrived in South Africa in the same year. The Noakes’ decided on a 
career in farming and Commander Noakes attended the Agricultural College at 
Potchefstroom for a year, before the family moved to Natal. At the invitation of 
friends of theirs the Noakes’s visited Soutpansberg. Miss Noakes tells the 
story: 

These people said my father should come up and he could get a 

property up here in farming. So they came and stayed with a man 

called Major Lever. He showed them farms for sale in the vicinity. 

He was not really an estate agent, but he just showed them around. 56 

It was then that their permanent love affair with the Soutpansberg started. They 
were showed the farm Highlands 391 of Mrs. Johanna Stevens. The house was 
called Stonehenge. Her husband, Mr. Russell Stevens, along with Messrs. 
Anlrobus and Fripp, surveyed Louis Trichardt and the surrounding area at the 
beginning of the twentieth century. Stevens and his wife were responsible for 
the partial building of the house. Part of the furnishings such as the wallpaper 
came from an exclusive furnishing shop in Oxford Street, London. Later 
Stevens and his wife (Johanna) parted company. For a time he lived on the next 
door farm, Victoria. Mrs. Steven really had nothing to live on. There was an 
orange grove and a variety of fruit trees. That was really all she had. She then 
mortgaged the house and property. Her husband then left and went to 
Doomfontein. She remained in this house. She was a very high spirited Irish 
lady. She had three sons and a daughter. Many people would come and ask her 
to buy the property, but she always refused. Ultimately, the hammer of the 
auctioneer sounded. Commander Noakes then bought the farm and the family 
moved up to the mountain in 1924. 57 

The story of the Noakes’ reads like a colonial fairy tale. Young Miss Noakes 
was at an exclusive girls' school in Johannesburg and only came home for 
holidays. She was 12 years old when the family arrived in the Soutpansberg. 
Whenever she came home for the holidays she was treated as a veritable 
princess. There was no hot water in the bathroom and the family used tin baths 
for bathing. A servant used to carry the bath into the room and Till it with water 
and she would have her bath in the seclusion of her own room. 58 


54 . LTT1, p. 88, 980515b, Noakes, M B. (85), Stonehenge, Louis Trichardt 

55 . L. THEUNISSEN, “75 years of Standard" in Zoutpunsberger, 1994.09.02, p. 16. 

56. LTT1, p. 86.980515b, Noakes, M B. (85). Stonehenge. Louis Trichardt 

57 . LTT1, pp. 86-7. 980515b, Noakes, M.B. (85). Stonehenge, Louis Trichardt. 

58 . Ibid., p. 87* 



87 


Commander Noakes experimented with a number of farming crops. He grew 
gladiolas at one time. The land was not suitable for cattle because it was sour 
veld. He did bees and a certain amount of gardening with flowers and 
vegetables. Eventually he found that eucalyptus forests tended to pay the best. 59 
He was for some time the secretary of the Soutpansberg Farmers’ Association. 

The new residents of the Soutpansberg were eccentric - real frontier folk to the 
core in many respects. Mr. Ben Lavin arrived in the Louis Trichardt area in 
1928. At 38 years of age, he had experimented with a few types of farming, 
ranging from sheep, to ostriches and cattle. During World War I he served in 
the Kalahari Horse. On his return from the war, the ostrich farm he had 
established earlier was on the verge of collapse. The ostrich feather industry 
was no longer as lucrative as it had been prior to the war. Mr. Lavin had about 
£4 000 still in savings and decided to venture to the Northern Transvaal to buy 
a farm where the land cost £3 per morgen. His wife, Molly, the daughter of a 
Dubliner who settled on the eastern frontier of the Orange Free State prior to 
the Anglo Boer War, was familiar with frontier conditions. For some lime after 
moving to their farm, the Lavins literally slept under canvas covers. There was 
no house on the farm. Only in 1932 their house on the farm was completed. At 
first there was sufficient water on the farm. Three streams crossed the land. 
Then, after five years all three streams ran dry, never to run again. At first Mr. 
Lavin went in for dairy farming, but later he switched to beef cattle and became 
one of the most successful ranchers of the Northern Transvaal. 60 

The inflow of immigrants from overseas continued into the 1930’s. In 1937 a 
youthful Mr. Rex Ball (1910-1995) married Ms. Vera Mavor, the only daughter 
of Roderick Mavor of Bandelierkop. Mr. Ball was bom in New Zealand and 
arrived in South Africa in 1935. Mr. Ball was to play an important role as from 
the 1950’s in the establishment of the Bonsmara cattle breed in the Northern 
Transvaal. 61 

In the second half of the 1920’s Mr. Fred Kuhne, an immigrant from 
Switzerland visited his brother, a local Swiss missionary. He liked the 
Soutpansberg so much that he decided to stay on and become a farmer. In 1930 
he attended the Agricultural College at Potchefstroom and afterwards returned 
to Soutpansberg where he settled on the farm Sterkstroom which he bought 
from Mr. M. van Heerden. 62 

The growth of Louis Trichardt’s commercial potential 

The key to Louis Trichardt’s prosperity from the outset lay in the commercial 
sector. In many respects trade was the most lucrative economic enterprise in 
town. The Thompson family played an important role in these developments. 
The two brothers Christopher Martin (1870-1941) and Alexander Thompson 
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(1874-1945) were of British settler stock. 63 They were bom in Alicedale in the 
Eastern Cape and later moved up to the Transvaal where entrepreneurial 
opportunities were in abundance. Christopher Martin Thompson was the first 
of the brothers to arrive in Louis Trichardt where he was responsible for the 
running of a general dealer shop. 64 He had a bookkeeping background. The 
Phoenix Hotel in Trichardt Street was opened in 1914 by Alex Thompson. 65 He 
and his wife Cobe (nee Mostert) previously lived at Wonderboom, near 
Pretoria. The hotel was situated where the Shoprite Checkers supermarket was 
situated in the latter part of the twentieth century. 66 He did not have the hotel 
too long, before opening a general trader’s business. 67 It was called A. 
Thompson's General Dealer and was situated in Trichardt Street. 68 The shop in 
those days sold everything from the proverbial needle to an anchor. 69 

Apart from the usual English traders, members of the Indian community were 
responsible for securing the growth of commerce. Since the late nineteenth 
century many Indian traders drifted into the Northern Transvaal. Many of them 
were either related or had connections with the first Asians who arrived in 
Natal in 1860 to work on the sugar plantations. 70 In the Northern Transvaal the 
community tended to gravitate to Pietersburg. They had been granted a 
township by the Republican authorities and were an active part of the town’s 
commercial life. 71 In tire Spelonken area the Indian traders were already well 
established by the 1890’s. Kansan Lakha arrived in the Groot Spelonken in the 
course of the 1880’s. He had traveled from Lourenjo Marques and found 
himself in Pietersburg. Here he found most of the Asian residents of the town 
were people who knew him. Almost all of them came from the same town, 
Ranavav, in the Kathiavar district of Gugerat, in India. He then traveled to the 
vicinity of Soekmekaar where he started a store. In 1896, his brother, Kana 
Lakha came to South Africa and joined him in tire business. After the town of 
Louis Trichardt was resettled in the period after 1902 the Lakha brothers 
arrived in Louis Trichardt to open two shops. 72 

The Indian traders of the Soutpansberg tended to have Louis Trichardt as the 
trading headquarters where their wholesale operations were conducted. In 1920 
the town’s Indian population stood at 78 people of which 27 were children, 36 
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men and 15 women. 71 They had many shops scattered throughout the mountain 
area and even further afield. They then either had shares in the stores, or acted 
as the sole agents for the small retailers. In this manner they became extremely 
successful and influential in commercial enterprise. 74 Their trading activities 
were often integrated with those of White traders in the mountain region. Often 
the Indian traders led an a wandering life. For example, Kansan Lakha died in 
1916 and his brother closed down the one shop which was called Kansan 
Lakha and Co. in Kruger Street. 75 Kana Lakha returned to India and remained 
there until Iris mother died. Then he returned to South Africa with his eldest 
son. The son then started working for Moraijee until 1930. 76 

Another business in Louis Trichardt was that of Ayob Abba and Company 
which started doing business in Louis Trichardt shortly after the war. 77 It was 
situated on the comer of Trichardt and Kruger Streets. A number of families in 
the business were related. They were the families of Ayob Abba, A.V. 
Mohammed and Sons, Hadjee Aboo and the Aboo Dada family. The first 
business was conducted with goods that were acquired from wholesalers in 
Pretoria. The goods were brought up to the Soutpansberg in donkey carts. 78 

Jewish traders were also active in the Soutpansberg. The Zway family - three 
brothers - arrived in the 1920's. They had general dealer shops at Piesanghoek 
and Sibasa in the Tshivase area of Vendaland. 74 Later Mr. Pappa Zway moved 
to town and started Economic Hardware. Leon Zway in 1928 opened the 
mineral water factory in Louis Trichardt. It was situated behind David’s Bottle 
Store in town. Mr. Zway later sold the factory to Mr. Eddie Kapp and then to 
Mr. Japie Hirschon who previously owned a mineral water factory. 80 

There were significant developments in the financial sphere. In 1918 officials 
of Standard Bank in Pietersburg were instructed to find out if it was worth 
establishing a branch of the bank in Louis Trichardt. The report was positive 
and the recommendation was that Mr. A.C. Fairlie, formerly an accountant at 
Pietersburg, be appointed to lake care of business in Louis Trichardt. On 3 
September 1919 Standard Bank consequently opened up its offices in a 
building rented from Mr. Nicholas van Breda on a six months contract at a rent 
of £66 per annum. 81 
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Commercial life in the early Louis Trichardt was an interesting combination of 
barter and trade. Money, was not available in large quantities so trading was 
frequently conducted by means of exchange. Mr. Theuns van der Nest and his 
widowed mother had an agreement with the general dealer, Mr. Zway. She 
baked tasty traditional Boerebeskuit which she sold to people in town to earn 
an additional income. Her dealings with the shop owner, implied that he would 
provide the ingredients and she baked a quota of beskuit for his family. In 
exchange, Mrs. Van der Nest and her son, would be provided with material for 
clothing and whatever groceries they needed. 82 There were capital transactions. 
Mr. Hans Steyn who was an enterprising young farmer behind the 
Soutpansberg in the 1920’s entered into an agreement with Mr. Israel Katz, 83 a 
dealer in town. There were many large herds of blouwildebeest in the 
Soutpansberg region at the time. Mr. Steyn would himself shoot, and buy up 
from local hunters the blouwildebeest hides at 3d each. The hides, which were 
well salted, would then be sold to Mr. Katz for l/-. 84 

In 1920 the Hotel Louis was occupied by Mr. E. Titmous and owned by Mr. A. 
Abramowitz. The nearby Zoutpansberg Hotel was owned and occupied by 
Messrs. Lewis and Goldman. 85 These institutions, according to a general report 
by the Town Clerk, Mr. P. Otto, were in a sound condition. As the town 
increasingly became a centre for travelers to pass through, good local 
accommodation was in high demand. Gradually hotels which were an 
extension of the nineteenth century ‘hotel langs den weg’ or a wayside inn, 86 
started becoming popular. In 1937 Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Pill, along with Mr. 
Pill’s mother, started the Mountain Inn, lately to be called the Mountain View 
Hotel. The hotel, situated along the growing tourist route between Southern 
Rhodesia and South Africa developed into a local haven for tourists. 87 

There were interesting success stories as far as the early entrepreneurs were 
concerned. Mr. Claude Hanlon came to the town, shortly after World War I and 
later served on the Town Council for a period of 14 years. When he arrived in 
the district he opened a butchery 88 and later a general dealer store. 89 He then 
went on to develop one of the largest garages in the district. 90 In the early days 
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A 1916 photograph of the children in Louis Trichardt School. 
Source: TA26115 





Inspector W. Klooster on an official visit to Louis Trichardt in 1909. 
He later became principal of Oos-Eind School in Pretoria. 
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of car transport in Soutpansberg, garages were more than merely synonymous 
with cars and petrol. According to Mr. Arthur Webber, who was a mechanic at 
General Garage in Krogh Street, a lot of blacksmith work was done in the 
garage’s workshop. They would hoof horses and fix wagons. 91 

Farmers resorted to cattle trading in the Western parts of the Soutpansberg in 
an effort to increase their own herds and earn extra income. As a result of the 
lack of ready cash, a complex interaction with local traders was the order of the 
day. Mr. Hans Steyn explained: 

Hier langs Brakrivier het ‘n ou man mar. Jameson ‘n winkeltjie 
gehad. Dit was toe ons nog op goud was (the gold standard). Dan 
was daar goue ponde. Dan ieen ek by Jameson £25. Dan hang jou 
broeksak skeef. Dan koop ek maar ‘n besie in. As die £25 klaar is 
het ek darem soveel dat ek een bees kan oorhou. Dan gee ek oubaas 
Jameson se geld en dan leen ek weer £25 pond. Daardie tyd het jy 
gesukkel om ‘n bees te verkoop .... ‘n (V)endusie (was) ‘n 
seldsaame ding. Ons het die kalwers na Pietersburg aangejaag en 
daar op veilings verkoop. Dit het ons drie dae gevat om die vee van 
hier na Pietersburg aan te jaag. Die vee se kondisie was nie baie af 
nie. Ons het hulle nooit vinnig aan gejaag nie. Die paaie was toe ook 
nog nie afgekamp nie. Daar was baie veld langs die pad. 


Education: The era of the farm schools 

The growth of rural farming communities in different parts of the Soutpansberg 
gave rise to the formation of numerous “farm” schools, often in the charge of 
only one teacher. These schools proliferated in the period after 1910. The 
policy of the government at the time was to keep the children at home for as 
long as possible before they had to travel to the towns of Pietersburg, Pretoria 
and Johannesburg for secondary education. Many of the local English speaking 
people, especially on the farms, continued to send their children to school in 
the cities. 3 In 1912 a small farm school was started at Happy Rest, a short 
distance to the west of Louis Trichardt. The school was closed in 1935 only to 
be turned into an agricultural school the following year. 93 Mr. C.B. Mostert 
started teaching at the school in 1917 and remained at his post as principal until 
his death in 1949. This colourful teacher, the father of Mr. Sybrand Mostert, on 
a salary of £7/5/- in those days, was able to buy a farm and provide in the 
general needs of his family. 9 ' 1 

By the 1920’s, as a result of the inflow of many settler fanners there were 
many farm schools. In 1922 the Mopane School was started behind the 
mountain with seven children. In October 1925 when a start was made with the 
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construction of the first official school building there were about 30 children 
attending the school. In 1935 Mopane School had a boost when the Huntleigh 
school was closed down and the children were sent over to Mopane. Shortly 
afterwards the Transvaal Provincial Administration provided the school with 
boarding facilities and it was to grow into one of the important primary schools 
behind the Soutpansberg. 95 

Certain legendary figures in the educational history of the Soutpansberg came 
to the fore in the era of the farm schools. One such teacher was Mr. J.C.C. 
(Koos) van der Vyver who started teaching at Versamelhoek school. The first 
school building was situated in the farm house of Mr. Andreas Roux on the 
farm Avon. It had a thatched roof. After the school later burnt down, another 
was built. This time the school had a corrugated roof. Mr. Van der Vyver and 
later his wife Corli, taught at the school between 1922 and 1937. Mr. Van der 
Vyver was known amongst the residents of Versamelhoek as “Meester”. The 
children called him "Oom Meester". In 1937 Mr. Van der Vyver was 
transferred by the Department of Education to teach, first at the Laerskool 
Louis Trichardt and later at the new high school. Mrs. Van der Vyver, carried 
on teaching at Versamelhoek until the school was closed in 1939, as part of the 
policy of centralization. 91 ’ After his retiring Mr. Van der Vyver in the 1960’s 
and 1970’s once again opened the Versamelhoek School where he started a 
school to teach local Black farm workers basic literacy skills. 97 

Another legendary teacher was Mr. Dave Langley, known as “Skoolmeester 
Pan” the son of local farmer, Mr. Tom Langley. Mr. Langley junior, started 
teaching at the Waterpoort Plaas Skool in 1931, shortly after completing his 
teacher’s training at the Pretoria Teachers Training College. When the school 
was closed in terms of the centralisation policy in 1939 in order to strengthen 
the Mopane and Alldays schools, Mr. Langley was transferred to Alldays. Later 
Mr. Langley, the father of the later member of parliament and South African 
Ambassador in Prague, bought the farm Ringer where they could live close to 
the Soutpansberg. 98 

Communications: Railway 

One of the crucial transport developments at the start of the twentieth century 
was the construction of a railway line to Soutpansberg. The railway 
communications of the Northern Transvaal by the beginning of the century 
extended as far as Pietersburg. The government of the South African Republic 
in 1895 approved of the plan to construct a railway line from Pretoria to the 
administrative capital of the Northern Transvaal. The line was completed in 
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The farm school at Versamelhoek was first situated on the farm Avon 

Source: Mrs. C. Pheiffer. 






Versamelhoek’s school then moved to this thatched roof building on the 
farm Last Hope. 

Source: Mrs. C. Pheiffer. 
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1899 and officially opened by General P.J. Joubert on 13 September, less than 
a month before the outbreak of the Anglo Boer War." 

In 1909 the government of the Transvaal Colony was informed by the Railway 
Department of the need for a railway to Louis Trichardt. 100 Initially, on the 
advice of Mr. T.R. Price, the General Manager of the Railway Department, it 
was decided to extend the railway line to Bandelierkop in order to link up the 
fertile Spelonken with the main network. 101 Construction started on the line 
which extended from Pietersburg and Bandelierkop to Soekmekaar and Groot 
Spelonken. 102 In 1910 the authorities and the Messina Copper Mining 
Company came to an agreement that the line from Bandelierkop would be 
extended to Messina. The company was to pay for the survey. It would also 
draw up the plans and provide the estimates as well as the expected costs. 105 

In 1910-1 the Health Committee of Louis Trichardt on several occasions 
discussed the coming of a railway to the village. Initially the line was to bypass 
Louis Trichardt. It was thought that from Bandelierkop, the railway should go 
directly to the Sand River, through to Waterpoort, and then to Messina. 
However, the development needs of the region were taken into consideration 
and Louis Trichardt acquired its vital station link. Then there was a period of 
uncertainty as to where the railway station had to be built. 104 Finally it was 
agreed that the new station was to be south of the town — at the Ledig tum-off 
from the National Road. The reason for this location being selected was 
apparently because of the high water content of the soil in the vicinity of Louis 
Trichardt. 105 Once the route had been finalised, the committee set aside a piece 
of land of 200 morgen which could be expropriated by the government for the 
purposes of the new station complex. 106 A special road was constructed from 
the station, into town. This road was linked to Burger Street, up to the market 

107 

square. 

When the railway passed through Louis Trichardt in 1914 the major 
communications axis for transportation in the region had reached its first 
milepost. The fact that the railway did not pass through Elim, finally put an end 
to the potential of the eastern region of the mountain becoming the dominant 
urban centre of the Soulpansberg. In May 1914 the railway reached Messina. 108 
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It spelt the end of the occupation of the transport riders’ as well as the well 
known “Copper Road”, also known as the old Pietersburg road. The 
Wyliespoort road was a more practical route across the mountain for travelers 
between Soutpansberg and the north. 

As the problem with the marshy environment of Louis Trichardt started 
subsiding in the 1920’s, the Village Council took active steps to have a railway 
station built closer to the centre of town. The town fathers did a lot of careful 
planning to have the government agree to the move. 

On 24 August 1925 the Minister of Railways visited Louis Trichardt. Before 
the time the Council mustered a strong contingent of local people to lobby the 
minister. In the party which held talks with the government’s railway chief, 
there was the local MP, Adv. Oswald Pirow and the Mr. W.H. Vorster, the 
MPC, together with representatives of the Chamber of Commerce and the 
Fanners’ Union. 109 For almost two years hardly anything happened. Then, in 
February 1927 a delegation of the Council, comprising Clrs. J.B. Bergh, J.A. 
Beyers, J. Hirschon and the Town Clerk, had a meeting with Adv. O. Pirow on 
the matter of the deviation of the railway station." 0 In June 1927 the 
government gave its approval for the new station. 1 " The project was beneficial 
to the economy of Louis Trichardt. From the outset it was part of the planning 
that local residents would be given employment opportunities. 1 " 

One of the conditions of the agreement between the Village Council and the 
South African Railways and Harbours Administration was that the land, to be 
used for the station, had to be granted free of charge. This was done in March 
1928."’ The following month the Town Clerk informed the Provincial 
Secretary that a number of land owners had to give up their land in order for 
the railway station to be constructed. Consequently they had to be provided 
with erven elsewhere. Following a recommendation by the Town Clerk, a 
number of land owners received other erven. They were: H.J. Otto (erven 
1052/1063), S.J. Otto (701 and 890). S.P.K. Oosthuizen (1194 and 1196); B. 
Lewis (1042, 1044, 1046 and 1047); J.M. Otto (703 and 892); Northern 
Transvaal Mortgage Co. Ltd, (891 and 893); H.R. Smythe (698 and 708); and 
J.G. Gerber (1033, 1035, 1037, 1039, 316 and 560)."“ This was approved by 
the Provincial Executive on 2 May 1928. 115 The town planning programme was 
influenced by the new railway station. Once the building work started, the 
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The Blacksmith, his assistants and some clients of the Zoutpansberg 
Smithy and Wagon works early in the century. 


Source: TA26127 
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Council gave instructions for Kruger Street to be extended up to the new 
railway station immediately. 116 

On 10 October 1928 the new railway station was opened with the greatest of 
local festivities. The railway administration was asked to make available a 
special train free of charge so that the local children could be taken for trips on 
the train. 

In 1930 a railway bus started serving the area behind the mountain. 117 For the 
farming community between the Salt Pan and Waterpoort this was a great 
improvement. Mr. Hans Steyn who used to have a Friesland dairy, in the early 
years sent the cream by mule cart with a local businessman on the farm Carlo, 
to Waterpoort station. It was a long and slow process. Once the railway bus 
started running in the area, the local farmers all made use of the bus and often 
the vehicle was filled up with milk cans containing cream, destined for 
Pietersburg. With the improved delivery system, the farmers now received 
better prices for their produce. 118 

Industry 

In the first half of the twentieth century hunting was an important industry in 
the Soutpansberg region. Many farmers and traders resorted to hunting in order 
to generate an additional income. The region was even able to sustain some 
professional hunters. In 1927 the Village Council of Louis Trichardt even 
deemed it fit to maintain its customary arrangement that the town lands were 
open for hunting during the season. 119 The hunters did not only confine 
themselves to hunting locally. They tended to go on extended hunting 
expeditions to Portuguese East Africa. Amongst the hunters there were many 
residents of Louis Trichardt. One was Mr. Arthur Webber. In his lifetime Mr. 
Webber shot no less than 29 elephant bulls. 120 Mr. M.W. Ash of the farm 
Grootboom near Levubu combined his activities as trader with that of hunting. 
He was able to buy a farm from his ivory sales. 121 Traders such as Messrs. J.F. 
Metcalf, at Lwamondo and Wilhelm Borchers of Driefontein Stores, some 40 
kilometres east of Louis Trichardt spent many hours on the hunting fields. 122 
Another outstanding hunter was Mr. Steve van der Walt of the Western 
Soutpansberg who was forced by circumstances to extensively hunt down the 
lions behind the mountain which were causing great damage to the livestock of 
cattle farmers. 123 It must be remembered that for many of the hunters, it was 
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primarily a sport. The fact that they earned an income from the hunt was of 
secondary importance. 

One of the major industrial operations in the western Soutpansbcrg region as 
from 1914 was the salt mine, which was part of Great North Ranches. When 
this company was floated, Col. Harry Mentz and Mr. W. van Wyk de Vries 
were directors. The company specialised in cattle ranching. The ten farms 
adjacent to the salt pan were incorporated into the company for ranching 
purposes. Majaja cattle were imported from Southern Rhodesia and 
Bechuanaland. The salt mining activities were a sideline for the company. It 
was intended to provide the cattle with their essential salt supplies. By 1925, as 
a result of too much overheads the company was forced to sell off its cattle. 
Then the salt mining operation became a source of revenue in itself. 134 

It was in this time, about 1925, that Mr. J. van der Goot was appointed, first as 
manager of the salt pan and later as managing director of the operation. Mr. 
Van der Goot, a Dutch national who had been educated in agriculture in the 
Netherlands before emigrating to South Africa in 1921, later on became a 
leading cattle farmer of the region at Schiermonikopg and Vleiland. 135 Local 
transport riders conveyed salt to Pietersburg and others provided salt to Sibasa, 
where there was a lucrative market. 126 Members of the Buys community were 
responsible for selling salt in Venda to the local traders.' 27 In 1926 Great North 
Ranches cancelled its rights to all the fanning land around the salt pan and 
concentrated exclusively on the production of salt. In 1927 with the 
development of Waterpoort station, transport riders no longer needed to take 
the salt by wagon over long distances. Instead they now only delivered the 
goods to the station from where it was transported by train to various 
destinations in South Africa. Only towards the end of World War 2, plans were 
made for the salt pan to be put to another use. 128 

Forestry started coming into its own right shortly after World War 1, In 1922 a 
start was made with the development of extensive forests along the 
Soutpansberg above Louis Trichardt. The Department of Forestry in time 
became one of the major stakeholders in the industrial life of the town. 136 
Agricultural opportunities improved for the farmers on drylands. In 1924 the 
Village Council allocated erven 510 and 511 for the construction of a ginnery 
of the Spelonken (Transvaal) Cotton Syndicate, Ltd. 130 

The advent of electricity boosted industry in and around Louis Trichardt. The 
municipal power station (established in 1931) was not the first to operate in the 
Soutpansberg. That distinction belonged to the former Swiss missionary turned 
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A hunting cainp close to Louis Trichardt in the 1920’s. Hunters from 
other parts of the country during the winter months frequented the 
Soutpansberg region. 
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Louis Trichardt in the 1920’s, 
Source: TA26120. 
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entrepreneur, Alexis Thomas. He was an exceptional man. Before settling in 
South Africa in 1884, Mr. Thomas had been qualified as an artisan in several 
trades which included inter alia carpentry, agronomy and blacksmith work. 131 
He made valuable contributions to the development of Valdezia Mission station 
in the early years. At the end of the nineteenth century he designed and built 
the Elim Hospital. Then he left the mission and started working for his own 
account. Already in the 1890’s he operated a water mill at Elim in conjunction 
with another missionary, one Mr. Mingard. It had a limited capacity and Mr. 
Thomas decided to move the mill two kilometres away from Elim to the 
Mougoulould Stream and waterfall. 132 

Carefully he constructed a dam to store the water of the stream during the 
winter months when the dry weather usually brought the stream to a standstill. 
He dien surveyed a canal to lead the water from the dam in a 100 mm diameter 
steel pipeline to provide high pressure to run a “pelton” wheel he had imported 
from the United States of America. Mr. Thomas used the best technology 
available for the construction of a high powered mill which could carry a 
substantial load of amiss and wheat. It was a large mill built of timber and 
corrugated iron with a workshop for smithing work, a lathe as well as a saw 
mill. 3 His milling operations later led to the establishment of Zoutpansberg 
Milling in Louis Trichardt, which was eventually taken over by the Brenners’ 
milling operation. 13,1 

Julian Thomas describes the operations carried on at the mill as follows: 

The white farmers and traders brought their mealies and wheat by ox 
or donkey wagon from as far as 20 to 30 km away. The blacks, 
brought their mealies in half bags slung across the backs of donkeys 
or mostly in small quantities by the women who carried the grain in 
conical baskets ( chirundu) on top of their heads. Payment was 
mostly made by a small measured quantity of grain which was 
retained by the miller.... Those blacks who had money, paid in 
silver. It was quite a problem to grind these small quantities of grain 
separately. 135 

In the 1920’s Alexis Thomas modernised the plant and was able to generate 
electricity. This source of energy was of importance for the functioning of Elim 
Hospital. Consequently the Swiss Mission required by contract of Thomas to 
provide the hospital with electricity at night and also for the use of the 
sophisticated X ray facilities during the day. 136 In 1928 Alexis passed the mill 
on to his youngest son Francis. He was joined by Victor Thomas. The hydro- 
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electrical system was enhanced by Victor. He modernised the turbine and 
supplemented the capacity with diesel engines and new generators. Apart from 
supplying Elim Hospital and Lemana College with electrical power, a number 
of farmers, such as Henry Thomas at Weslficd, Stanley Phillip at Shirley and 
Alexis Danie Thomas at Cleavesky benefited from the power supply. 137 After 
Louis Trichardt was linked to the Escom electricity supply in 1967, the Thomas 
power station benefited. Electricity was provided via the Thomas lines to a 
number of consumers in the eastern parts of the Soutpansberg. This service 
came to an end only in 1979. 138 

The electricity supply of Louis Trichardt only started operations in 1931, 
although the matter was already discussed in Council as early as 1926. 130 In 
1927 the Council started with inquiries at Siemens Bros., in connection with 
the necessary equipment for a power station. 1 ' 10 Later Mr. A.E. Val Davies was 
appointed as consulting engineer on the electrification project. l41 The scheme 
was started at a cost of £22 000. 142 The construction of the power station of 
Louis Trichardt was completed in 1931-2. In the estimates for 1931/2 the Town 
Clerk anticipated that it was possible for the town to earn as much as £3 047 in 
revenue on the electricity scheme. 143 In 1937 it was improved 144 at a cost of £3 
500. 147 It had by that time reached its capacity. It was accepted that no more 
consumers could be taken into the system. 146 One of the outstanding features of 
the power station in the early years was that it could never supply enough 
power. The town’s rate of development was too fast. Consequently the power 
station consistently had to produce in excess of its capacity. 147 It was a fragile 
system. During rain storms lightning struck the trees and they would topple 
over and fall on the electricity supply wires. 148 
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The first official hoisting of the Union Flag in Louis Trichardt in 1928. 

Source: TA26113 






Louis Trichardt’s first municipal building in Krogh Street was 
completed in 1922. 
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The advent of electrical power boosted industrial development. In 1930 Chaim 
Brenner and his daughter, Riva, arrived in Louis Trichardt from Russia. His 
wife was expecting their twin Arnold and Stanley and later joined up with her 
husband and daughter. Mr. Brenner underwent some training in the language. 
The Brenner family had established themselves as millers, sweet manufacturers 
and bakers in the Northern Transvaal. In Louis Trichardt Mr. Brenner saw to 
the construction of the Brenner Mill in Kruger Street. 149 It soon became one of 
the major industrial operations in town. 

The industrial development of Louis Trichardt was closely related to the 
farming sector. Following the depression of 1930-3 the government stepped in 
to help the industry in a number of ways. In 1934 the Department of 
Agriculture purchased a number of farms to the west of Louis Trichardt for the 
purposes of doing research on livestock grazing and local livestock diseases. 
Following recommendations by Prof. A.M. Bosman of the Agricultural Faculty 
at the University of Pretoria the first steps were taken towards the development 
of an advanced research station. 150 Amongst the people working at Mara 
Research Station was a young researcher, Mr. Jan Bonsma. He at first started 
doing research on what was termed as tropical degeneration - the study of 
degeneration the British beef cattle experienced in subtropical and tropical 
regions. ISI By 1 August 1940 certain tests had already started in breeding a 
type of Afrikaner cow which was better suited to the environment than exotic 
breeds. 152 

Also to the east of Louis Trichardt the farming industry started getting 
direction. The first comprehensive fruit farming operations in the region was 
started by Mr. Wilhelm Borchcrs, a German who had emigrated to the United 
States of America and eventually settled in South Africa in 1902. In about 1925 
Mr. Borchers who had extensive trading interests in the Lowveld, started with 
citrus farming operations. 153 He concentrated exclusively on the export market, 
especially London where a crate of fruit would be sold for 2/6 of which 1/- 
went to the South African Railways in transport costs. 154 These early ventures 
in export production provided future local farmers with the necessary skills to 
open up valuable export markets. It made it worthwhile to develop the Levubu 
Scheme, which relied on a comprehensive water supply from the Levhuvhu 
River. 

After the depression the government started buying up a number of cattle farms 
along the river which belonged to amongst other, Messrs. Piet Adendorff, 
Willem van den Berg, as well as the Kleinenberg and Kohler families. The 
farms were then subdivided into smaller units with the objective of stimulating 
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agricultural diversity and enterprise. In 1937-8 a start was made with the 
construction of irrigation canals. The first settlers started moving into the fertile 
Levubu Valley in 1939-40. 155 The development of Levubu was of great 
significance to the eastern Soutpansbcrg. The settlement was the only centre of 
a substantial White community between Louis Trichardl and Punda Maria in 
the Kruger National Park. It was in the vicinity of one of the areas in South 
Africa with the highest rainfall - the Entabeni State Forests. 

Amongst the pioneering fruit farmers in the region were Mr Jock Kleinenberg 
and his wife, Nell, who farmed on the farm Barotta since the 1930’s They 
started experimenting with banana crops at the foot of the mountain and at the 
time of Mr. Kleinenberg’s death in 1945 Barotta was a model farm. Mrs. 
Kleinenberg (later Mrs. King) carried on with the farming operations until the 
property was sold to the Venda government in the 1970’s. 

Living in the Levubu area was not easy in the early days. Mularia wreaked 
havoc with the health of settlers in the region. The roads were in an extremely 
bad condition and isolation was the order of the day. 157 The agricultural 
potential of the region was so great that the residents were able to overcome the 
obstacles making substantial material progress, providing they were prepared to 
work very hard. The community was totally reliant on the urban settlement of 
Louis Trichardt for all their needs. Thus the town was able to benefit from the 
fanning developments in the region. IS8 

Religion: Congregations of the Full Gospel, Gerefornieerde and Roman 
Catholic faith 

The Full Gospel Church of God’s Congregation of Louis Trichardt came into 
existence in die period 1914-8, within the first four years of the church’s 
founding in South Africa by Pastors G. Lake and Leeman. The first clergyman 
to serve the local, congregation was Pastor M. Nel. He was assisted by a 
number of local residents, such as Douw Grobler, the De Nyschen, Du Preez 
and Bouwer families. In total 36 people were part of the parish. In 1922 there 
was considerable expansion and in 1933 Pastor Stoffel Beetge and later Pastor 
W. O’Kelly were active in the congregation. Between 1941 and 1945 Pastor 
J.H. Saaiman was in the service of the congregation. 159 

The Gereformecrde Congregation of Louis Trichardt had it origins in 7 May 
1903 when the church council at Pietersburg met and decided to elect two 
deacons for the town of Louis Trichardt. Although certain services were to be 
provided locally the parish remained for the time being under the Church in 
Pietersburg. On 13 June 1903 Ds. J.A. van Rooy the minister responsible for 
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Waterberg-Pietersburg, met with the Louis Trichardt council members. It was 
then decided that two services would be held annually in Louis Trichardt to 
serve communion. The members of the council at the time were C.A. Bothma 
and P. Cloete (elders) and E.A. Venter and J.G. Cloete (deacons). In July 1920 
baptismal services were allocated for Louis Trichardt. The communion 
opportunities were increased to four annually.’ 60 

The congregation up to that point in time did not yet have a church building. It 
made use of the building of the Nederduitsche Hervormde congregation, whilst 
plans were set in motion as from 1921, to work towards the acquisition of their 
own church building. On 23 April 1923 a meeting was held with the 
congregation and it was decided to buy the church building of the Wededopers 
for an amount of £170. The money had to be raised by means of a bank loan 
and the church was taken into use on 2 February 1924. 15 ' In July 1925 the 
congregation started making plans to become independent of Pietersburg. The 
church council, proposed that Louis Trichardt with its parish of 110 people 
should maintain the services of the minister of Pietersburg. By 1927 the matter 
had gained momentum and the Presbytery of Waterberg, under which 
Soutpansberg and Pietersburg resorted, approved the establishment of the Louis 
Trichardt parish. Matters were altered when Ds. H.P.J. Pasch accepted a call to 
Lindley in the Orange Free State. Only in April 1930 did Ds. P.J, de Klerk 
become the minister for the congregations of both Pietersburg and Louis 
Trichardt. Provision was made for a car allowance, and he traveled between the 
two towns to perform his pastoral services. 162 The congregation of Louis 
Trichardt was in the process started making their contributions towards the 
growth and development of the church. In 1932 the erven of the present church 
site in Trichardt Street were purchased at a cost of £750. The previous church 
building had become too small for the parish. The members then decided they 
would do the work themselves. The building commission consisted of Ds. P.J. 
de Klerk and Messrs. H. Holtzhausen, D. de Lange, N. Coetzee and L.A. 
Rosier. On 1 August 1937 the new church building which could accommodate 
300 people, was taken into use. It cost £1 200 to build. 163 

The Benedictine Fathers from Belgium and the Sisters of Charity started the 
Catholic congregation of Louis Trichardt in 1924. The church in Burger Street 
was built in 1932. The first priest was Father Humbert (1924-32), who was 
succeeded by Fathers Maurus Peleman (1932-36) and Lawrence (1936- 40). 164 
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Cultural trends in the era of the depression 

In perhaps one of the most comprehensive studies of socio-economic 
conditions of the people of the residents of the Far Northern Transvaal in the 
first half of the twentieth century, E.H. Hudson sketched a disconcerting 
picture of life on the country’s northern frontier. 165 lie was no doubt influenced 
by the Carnegie Report which had been published in the 1932 with the 
objective of defining the indigent White population of the country, so that the 
government could start with a major upliftment programme. 166 It is the story of 
hardship and deprivation to which many While people also in the Northern 
Transvaal were exposed. Poverty was not something new to the Northern 
Transvaal. The severe drought which co-incided with the depression, was 
perhaps a greater setback to local farmers. 167 In fact it was one of the 
outstanding features of the Soutpansberg district since the mid-nineteenth 
century. The depression period of 1930-3 had the effect of preparing the way 
for the economic upliftment of the Northern Transvaal. The Carnegie Report 
made it possible for the authorities in South Africa to identify priorities in 
terms of development. 

As far as the economics of the region was concerned, urbanisation was the 
order of the day. Many young people who had earlier eked out an existence on 
the farms, now started drifting to the larger industrial towns of South Africa. 
For some people in the more distant parts of Soutpansberg, Louis Trichardt 
represented an urban centre. By 1930 the town had a population of 830 
residents. 168 It was to grow in the coming months and years. An example of the 
new residents is the Van der Merwe family who farmed on the farms Travena 
and Gaandruk behind the mountain in the early part of the century. They 
moved to the region from Burgcrsfort in 1930. Mr. Frik van der Merwe (bom) 
1913, helped his father with the farm until 1940’s, when he and his young wife 
moved to Louis Trichardt where he worked for many years as a civil servant. 169 
Some farmers chose to stay on the land. The Fourie family of Carolina moved 
into the Tshipise area, on the farm Naus, in 1917. When Mr. Jan Fourie (1911- 
93) grew up he attended school at Mopane and Louis Trichardt before starting 
with farming operations on the farm. After serving in the South African 
Defence Force during the war (1939-45) he returned and spent the rest of his 
life on the farm. Initially he planted vegetables and wheal. Later he changed to 
citrus. 170 
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Mr. J.F. Metcalf of Metcalf’s Trading Store at Lwamondo in Venda 
was an avid hunter. Many frontiersfolk of the Soutpansberg combined 
business and pleasure when they went to the hunting field. 

Source: Mr. J.B. Metcalf, Piesanghoek. 











Metcalf’s Trading Store in Venda. Commercial travellers of 
wholesalers elsewhere in the country visited the traders in the outlying 
parts of the Soutpansberg in the 1920’s to sell their wares. Mr. J.F. 
Metcalf and his wife Nelly, with one of the children sit on the baskets 
with goods outside their store. 

Source: Mr. J.B. Metcalf, Piesanghoek. 
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The story of urbanisation of many of Louis Trichardt’s male residents was one 
of exploring before returning to the home territory. Mr. Gerd Borchers who 
was bom on the farm Driefontein in the Spelonken in 1913 and completed his 
schooling in the Cape, set out from home in 1931. His father, William Borchers 
a well known businessman and farmer of the Spelonken, had just started with 
citrus. Gerd then, in 1931, went to work at Zebediela - the largest citrus 
farming operation in the Southern Hemisphere. Four years later he returned to 
the Spelonken to help his father with farming. 171 Mr. Basil Thompson, who was 
bom in Louis Trichardt in 1916, completed his school training in Pretoria and 
then attended the Pretoria Technical College. In January 1935 he began 
working at Haaks Garage in Pretoria before returning back home. 

Mr. C.E. Schlessinger (1904-1972) had a similar history. He was bom in the 
district on a farm which had been given to the Schlessinger family in the 
nineteenth century by the government of the South African Republic. After 
completing his education he became a miner and worked on the gold mines of 
Sabie. In about 1943 he decided to return back to his place of birth where he 
acquired the farm Goodness Stone where he started a kiaat saw milling 
operation. 172 Also T.C. Menne became fascinated with the Soutpansberg. He 
was bora in Pietersburg in 1910, and as a grandchild of Johan and Mary 
Cooksley of Lovedale Park he always visited over the holidays. Later, after 
travelling through the country as an engineer with the then Irrigation 
Department and serving in the war, he inherited the farm Melkhoutkoppies and 
settled on the farm for the rest of his life. 173 Herbert Hodge (1910-1995) who 
grew up behind the mountain, left the district in the 1930’s, only to come back 
again in 1952 to live on Mampakuil, where he farmed with cattle. 174 

Black men participated in the stream of migrant workers who spent 
considerable periods of lime in Johannesburg and other centres were 
employment opportunities were sound. 175 Mr. R.P. Lishivha who was bom in 
one of the Venda villages, not far from Louis Trichardt in 1913, moved to 
Louis Trichardt as a young man. He first worked at a local barber shop and 
slept in the back of the store at night. In 1935 he travelled down to 
Johannesburg with the assistance of a local Indian businessman. He worked as 
a domestic worker in a kitchen in Doomfontein, but frequently changed 
masters. Many times employers would hardly give him any free time. In 
November 1936 he returned to Louis Trichardt by train. He was now a man of 
the world and had started making his mark in the community. On his return to 
Johannesburg he found employment at a local Catholic parish. It was there that 
he completed his education up to standard six. In the 1940’s he returned to 
Soutpansberg to settle once and for all amongst his own people. 176 
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Mr. Kana Lakha and his eldest son who had been working for the Morarjee 
company in Louis Trichardt in 1930 travelled down to Pretoria and in Prinsloo 
Street they opened a business. It was difficult for them to make a living during 
the depression in Pretoria, consequently they moved back to the Soutpansberg 
and started a shop on the farm De Droom, in the area between Louis Trichardt 
and Mara. In 1932 they moved in to town and started their shop at 73 Kruger 
Street by the name of Haijee Kanjee and Company. 177 Members of the Noor 
family arrived in Louis Trichardt in 1930. Mr. Anverally Hajee (Mansuli) Noor 
(1918-1992) worked in the shop of his father, Mr. Hassee Noor, for some time 
before moving to Middelburg where he remained until after World War II. 17S 

As a young man Mr. Jimmy Metcalf who took over Metcalfs Trading Store in 
Vendaland in 1939 from Ins parents frequently visited Louis Trichardt on 
business. He did his banking in town and had dealings with local wholesalers 
such as H.K. Gokal, V. Gokal and A. Gokal and Sons as well as Ghelani. 179 
The Ghelani’s were by that time already a well known trading family in the 
Soutpansberg. Mr. Mohanlal Ghelani his wife Manekbaie (1901-1996) came 
from India and started a store at Ratombo, near Levubu in 1920. Their son 
B.M. Ghelani later started Khojas Modem Store. Another son, R.M. Ghelani, 
later stood at the helm of the firm of V.M. Ghelani & Sons. 180 

In 1934 Mr. Mike Gelfand (1913-1990) arrived in town and started working at 
the Louis Trichardt Bottle Store, the only store of its kind in town. Later its 

name changed to Davids Bottle Store. Mr. Gelfand eventually bought the 
181 

concern. 

It was a time when sporting activities started gaining momentum. In May 1926 
the Village Council provided the Zoutpansberg Tennis Club with some land on 
the commonage, adjacent to erven 655 and 656 for the purposes of the 
construction of tennis courts. 182 In May 1927 the Council had to consider the 
rules of the Louis Trichardt Golf Club. 183 At one stage the golf course, which 
today only has 9 holes, boasted a fine 18. The club house came only after 
World War II. According to Mr. Sydney Schultz, a former club captain, there 
used to be a little thatch hut from which the golfers operated. It was there 
where they used to have tea and change their clothes. If they wanted to have 
drinks the golfers had to go to the Hotel Louis downtown. 184 Sporting activities 
were co-ordinated and planned in a variety of ways. The local branch of the 
South African Party, for example, had its own Sports Committee. In August 
1928 the Village Council gave the parly permission to present a sports and 
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Louis Trichardt Cold Storage in about 1930. 

Source: MALT 
















Brenner’s Mills in Kruger Street. Mr. Chaim Brenner started with 
milling operations in Louis Trichardt in 1930-1. 

Source: Mr. M. Brenner, Johannesburg. 












A child watches the Great Trek parade in Louis Trichardt in 1938 

Source: MALT 






Literally hundreds of women participated in the parade which 
marched in the Louis Trichardt during the commemoration of the 
Great Trek centenary in 1938 
Source: Mrs. S. Dickenson, Vereeniging. 






Horse riders in Louis Trichardt during the commemoration of tge 
Great Trek in 1938 

Source: Mrs. S. Dickenson, Vereeniging. 
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horse racing meeting in town.' 8S The racing track was situated east of the town, 
north of the Sibasa road. 186 For aviation enthusiasts the Council also made 
provision. In May 1931 the Town Clerk was instructed to write to the 
Johannesburg Light Aeroplane Club and find out if it was possible to get 
information on the best site for the construction of an aerodrome for Louis 
Trichardt. 187 

Although the early part of the 1930’s is remembered as an era of economic 
hardship, it was an era of scientific accomplishment, In 1931 Dr. H.A. Stayt 
submitted a doctoral thesis The Bavenda of the Northern Transvaal at the 
University of Cape Town. 188 What made the study so remarkable was that Stayt 
(1900-64) had been blind since the age of 17. He lost his sight during active 
service in World War I. Dr. Stayt, who later qualified with a doctorate in 
osteopathy and his first wife, Evelyn Dyson, farmed with cattle in the vicinity 
of Mopane during the 1930's. In 1937 he married Ms. Renee Berlein and 
resided in Underberg until his death. The importance of Stayt’s work was that it 
was one of the first scientific anthropological works on the Venda community 
of the Soutpansberg. 189 The study was for many years one of the standard 
works in the English language on the Venda people of the Soutpansberg region. 
Up to the present anthropologists still rate it as an important source of 
reference. 

It was in this period that Mapungubwe, the treasure house of the Medieval 
Soutpansberg region was discovered. Considered to be one of the major 
archaeological finds of the twentieth century in the most northern part of South 
Africa, the discovery opened up the historical interpretation of the 
developments in Southern Africa which preceded the establishment of the 
Great Zimbabwe Empire. On 31 December 1932, Mr. E.S.J. van Graan and his 
son J.C.O. van Graan, were taken up the Hill of the Jackal (Mapungubwe) by 
the son of an elderly local man, Mowena. 190 In the years to follow 
Mapungubwe was to be the scene for pioneering archaeological research by the 
University of Pretoria. It was claimed at the time that the Van Graans were not 
the first to discover Mapungubwe, but instead it was said to be Bernard 
Francois Lotrie, known as the Wilde Lottie. 191 The fact of the matter is that it 
was the Van Graan Family who brought the discovery to the attention of the 
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scientific community. In this manner they were responsible for one of the most 
important archaeological finds of the twentieth century. 

One of the major cultural events of the 1930’s in the Soutpansberg was the 
Symbolical Ossewa Trek. In 1937-8 there was a cultural revival amongst 
Afrikaans speaking South Africans. The centenary commemoration of the 
Great Trek became pivotal focus of Afrikaans cultural life. Louis Trichardt, as 
a town which was representative of Voortrekker endeavour in the Far Northern 
Transvaal, saw one of the highlights of the Great Trek centenary 
celebrations. 192 On 5 December 1938 about 6 000 people were in the town to 
participate in the celebrations. There were some 1 000 women dressed up in 
Voortrekker clothes walking in front of the wagons through the streets of the 
town. 193 When the parade reached the town centre Clr. Piet Otto made a speech 
and this was followed with a prayer by Ds. Van Schoor. By the evening there 
were 8 000 people who congregated at the church building. A speech was 
delivered by Mr. P.W. Botha, a cultural leader and school teacher of 
Petersburg, who pointed out that the love of freedom, with the help of God, 
made it possible for the Afrikaners to become a strong people. 194 In 
Voortrekkerpark there were two Boere orkeste playing music till late in the 
night, Some of the people came from as far as Rhodesia to pay their respects to 
the generation of the 1830*s.' 95 A further ceremony was held, the following day 
at Schocmansdal, where 500 people in pouring rain paid homage to the 
memory of the Voortrekker leader Andries Hendrik Potgieter. 196 

One of the benefits of the revived sense of Afrikaner identity was that it paved 
the way for a number of organisations which were to play a key role in the 
development of the town. One was the local branch of the Suid-Afrikaanse 
Vroue Federasie. 197 Another was the local Voortrekker commando which came 
into existence in this period. 

Politics of the 1930’s 

The 1930’s were marked by political alliances. As a result of the depression 
General J.B.M. Hertzog and General J.C. Smuts decided to join forces. 
Hertzog’s National Parly then started co-operating with Smuts’ South African 
Party. In 1936 they formed the United Party. Many people of the National 
Party then went into the new political dispensation. This was the case with the 
local MP, Mr. Eddie Rooih who stood for the United Parly in the 1938 election. 
He defeated S.W. Spies of the NP by 2386 votes to 1 686. 198 According to Mr. 
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Hans Steyn, they started changing their alliances, when Afrikaner society itself 
became polarised. Adv. Oswald Pirow was a popular leader in the 
Soutpansberg. When he left the National Party to start the New Order there was 
substantial support. He gradually disappeared from the scene and the Ossewa 
Brandwag became a very strong force in the Soutpansberg. 199 Many of these 
people became the supporters of the National Party under the leadership of Dr. 
D.F. Malan. 

Health 

As a result of the fact that Louis Trichardt was situated in what was considered 
to be one of the most unhealthy regions of the Transvaal in the first half of the 
twentieth century, there was a strong move in favour of a hospital for the town. 
Plans for the establishment of a hospital in Louis Trichardt were set in motion 
shortly after the town was resettled in 1902. The nearest hospital to Louis 
Trichardt was at Elim, some 27,2 km away. 200 Major W.N, Bolton requested 
the government to provide the town with a hospital, 201 but the response was 
negative. 202 In March 1904, Mr. Mostyn Jones, the District Commissioner for 
the Lands Department, tried to get the project off the ground by making 
available land for the construction of a hospital. 20 ' 1 Still there were no funds 
available. 204 

In April 1916, shortly after the creation of the Louis Trichardt Village Council, 
Dr. G.G. Hay, recommended that a special committee be appointed to look for 
a suitable site for the hospital. 205 There were even plans to acquire the services 
of Dr. Borle, one of the Swiss missionaries, to come and work in town. 206 The 
following year the Village Board asked the Transvaal Provincial 
Administration for funds to build the hospital. 207 The money could not be 
raised. Consequently the village council passed the matter over to its hospital 
committee to seek alternative sources to raise the necessary money. 208 

The major local health hazard remained malaria. In 1923 this disease caused 
great harm in Louis Trichardt. Town Clerk, Mr. P. Otto reported to the Village 
Council in April 1923: 

Andcrmaal en baie emstiger dan ooit tevore gedurende my 10 jarige 
verblyf in Louis Trichardt was die dorp en is nog onderhevig aan 
Malaria koors....Reent en vloed water loop eenvoudig al die hoi 
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Transvaal, 1903.09.30. 

203 . TA CS442. No. 2019/04. M Jones, Pieiersburg - Secretary for Lands. Pretoria. 1904.03.08. 
204. TA CS442. No. 2019/04. Colonial Secretary - Assistant Colonial Secretary, 1904.03.23; 
Under Secretary - Secretary for Lands, 1904.03.25. 

205 . MALT, Notices of morions 1916-1927, p. 6. Der. Hay, 1916.04.28. 

206 . Ibid., p.12. B. Lewis, 1916.10.28. 

207 . Ibid. p. 15. Clr. Swart, 1917.04.19. 

208 . Ibid. p. 15. G.G. Hay. 1917.05.18. 
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plekke vol, waarvandaan dit deur syfer tn die woonhuise, en ‘n 
broeines is vir muskiete. 209 

Matters were made worse by the fact that the prevailing economic depression 
in the country forced indigent people from their farms into the village. They 
were living under difficult conditions in town and this gave cause for more 
people contracting the disease. 210 

One of the local doctors, Dr. PJ. Swanepoel, had taken ill with the disease 
himself, This did not prevent him from carrying on and helping the residents of 
the town. The Village Board later commended him for the valuable services he 
rendered. 211 

In February 1922 the matter of hospital accommodation in Louis Trichardt was 
once again mooted by Councillor J.W. Blownes. 212 In 1926 Clr. J.B.R. Bergh 
was delegated by the Village Council to go to Pretoria and have talks with the 
government on the provision of a hospital, 211 but somehow the project simply 
could not get off the ground. The reason for this state of affairs can perhaps be 
ascribed to the fact that the authorities in Pretoria were of the opinion that the 
nearby Elim Hospital had more than enough facilities to offer the townspeople 
of Louis Trichardt. Elim Hospital operated by the Swiss Missionary Society 
remained one of the top hospitals in the Transvaal until the 1940’s. In certain 
areas the degree of specialisation was of the best in South Africa. In 1933 Dr. 
Odette Rosette-Berdez, (1901-92) who was the wife of the Superintendent of 
the hospital, started working at Elim. For many years she was the only eye 
specialist in the area north of Pretoria. 214 The work she did at Elim was of an 
international standing. 

As a temporary measure the Village Council gave permission to Dr. S. Kirk- 
Cohen to use his house in Krogh Street, opposite the old fig tree, as a hospital 
for the town. The only proviso was that he personally had to supervise the 
running of the institution and also personally reside in the house. 215 

The people, of Louis Trichardt would not take “no" for an answer and 
maintained the initiative for a hospital in town. On 13 January 1938 a 
provisional hospital committee was formed. The members were MSS. J.J.C. 
Thompson, H.C. Steyn, G.A. Lissach, E.E.H. Otto, N. Kirk-Cohen, Messrs. 


209. TA, MLT1/1/2. Louis Trichardt Dorpsraad noiulcs Jan. 1922 - Junie 1923. P.A. Otto - 
Voorsittcr cn Icde van die Louis Trichardt Dorp’s Raad, 1923.04.06. 

210. TA, MLT1/1/2. Louis Trichardt Dorpsraad notulcs Jan. 1922 - Junie 1923. P.A. Otto - 
Voorsittcr cn lede van die Louis Trichardt Dorp's Raad, 1923.04.06. 

211 . MALT. Notices of motions 1916-1927, p. 34. J.B.R. Bergh, 1923.06.19; TA. MLT1/1/3. 

Louis Trichardt Dorpsraad notulcs Julie 1923 - Des. 1926. Minutes of 102nd meeting of the 
Village Council, 1923.07.12, p. 2. 

212 . MALT. Notices of motions 1916-1927, p. 32. J.W. Blownes. 1922.02.10. 

213 . TA, MLTl/1/3. TA, MLTI/1/3. Louis Trichardt Dorpsraad notules Julie 1923 - Des. 1926. 

Notulc van die 59e spesiale vergadering van die Dorpsraad, 1926,07,26, p. 121. 

214 . ANON., “Pionier oorlcde" in Zoutpansbtrger, 1992.07.31, p. 3. 

215 . TA, MLTI/1/3. Louis Trichardt Dorpsraad notulcs Julie 1923 - Des. 1926. Notule van die 

140e vergadering van die Dorpsraad, 1926.09.17, p. 125. 




Dr. S. Kirk-Cohen 

Source: Mr. Peter Kirk-Cohen, Levubu 







The main road in the vicinity of Wyliespoort in the era before tar. 
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B.J. Horn, J.A.S. Hofmeyr, H.J. Lissach and Dr. J.Q. Ochse. 216 In December 

1938 Ms. A. Deermans, the secretary, on behalf of the committee, asked the 
Transvaal Provincial Administration for a contribution towards the construction 
of a hospital in Louis Trichardt. 

The Council had earlier provided a 10 morgen piece of land, valued at £2 000, 
for the hospital. At that point in time the committee had £1 328 in cash, a 
bequest of £1 000 from the estate of Mrs. Louw Geldenhuys, £500 from the 
Col. Mentz memorial fund, a £300 grant from the municipality and a £500 
contribution from the Indian community. 217 A number of charity events, which 
contributed to the social life of the town, were held to raise more funds for the 
hospital. 218 The executive committee of the Provincial Council had been 
advised to approve a second class clearing hospital for the town. 219 In July 

1939 a management board for the hospital was formally proclaimed and the 
plans could go ahead. 220 The Louis Trichardt Memorial Hospital was taken into 
use on 12 August 1942. The official opening of the building Was done by the 
Administrator Mr. J.J. Pienaar, and his wife. 221 Prior to tht Louis Trichardt 
Memorial Hospital being taken into use, the Elim Hospital and its staff had 
served the residents of Louis Trichardt with distinction for 45 years. Over the 
years many Whites were treated at the hospital. It reached a peak in 1939 when 
883 people were treated at the hospital for malaria and Blackwater. 222 

One of the interesting stories of Soulpansberg, is that of Dr. Solomon Kirk- 
Cohen. Bom in Kimberley in 1898, after the completion of his school career he 
studied at the University of Cape Town. Then he left for Scotland where he 
progressed in postgraduate studies at the University of St. Andrews. On his 
return, Dr. “Kirkie” as he was fondly known to many Soutpansbergers, did not 
precisely know what to do with himself. According to the popular narrative he 
met Mr. Johannes Henning of Sweetwaters at Elim and Adv. Oswald Pirow on 
board ship coming back to South Africa. They convinced him to come the 
Soutpansberg to stand in for a local doctor who was to go on holiday. 223 Wliilst 
in Louis Trichardt he met a sister, Ninette Liennard. She was a Swiss 
missionary who had been orphaned at the age of 12 years. She had been trained 
in England as a nurse and physiotherapist before leaving for the Elim Hospital. 
They were married in December 1926. 224 


216 . TA TPS69. T.A, 2/14750. Memorandum H.F. Pentz, Pretoria, 1939.06.07. 

217 . TA TPS69. T.A. 2/14750. A. Deermans, Louis Trichardt - Provincial Secretary, Pretoria, 

1938.12.09. 

218 . l.TTl, p. 136. 980703a, De Vos, M. (82), Groningen Flats, Louis Trichardt. 

219 . TA TPS69. T.A. 2/14750. Memorandum H.F. Pentz, Pretoria, 1939.06.07. 

220. TA TPS69. T.A. 2/14750. Acting Provincial Secretary, Pretoria - The Secretary Provisional 
Hospital Committee, Louis Trichardt, 1939.07.15. Also Copy Proclamation 110/1939, for the 
establishment of a hospital management, 1939.07.08. 

221 . ANON., “Ilospitaal 'n halfccu oud" in TZourpansberger, 1992.08.21, p. 5. 

222. ANON., 1899-1869: Elim Hospital , (Northern Press, Petersburg), Pamphlet's pages not 
numbered. 

223 . LTT1. p. 104. 980516b, Kirk-Cohen P.B.(68), Claremont Levubu. 
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In the years to come Dr. Kirk-Cohen was to play a monumental task in his 
treatment of people suffering, especially from malaria. Although he was loved 
by all and sundry in the district as a doctor, he played a far more 
comprehensive role. He served on the Louis Trichardt Town Council, acted as 
the town’s medical orderly of health, and played an important role in the social 
and cultural activities in the community. For the medical profession in 
Soutpansberg he was as good an ambassador as there could ever be. Like Dr. 
Hay he also farmed on the Bluegumspoort road, like his predecessor Dr. Hay. 
The land was still in the family by a century after the founding of the town. As 
late as the end of the twentieth century the area was still affectionately called 
“Kirk-Cohen” by members of the Venda community. 225 

Another medical practitioner who made a mark in the Soutpansberg was Dr. 
Bemhardus Zacharius Stegmann. He was part of a well known Free State 
family. He completed his studies in dentistry at the University of Michigan in 
the United States in 1924. The following year he arrived in Louis Trichardt and 
opened a practice. What made Dr. Stegmann exceptional wts the fact that he 
had lost the use of part of his left hand as a young man when a shotgun 
exploded in his hand. Later in life he further injured the hand with a chain saw. 
He only had the use of three fingers on the hand. 226 Apart from his dentistry 
activities he was an extremely good handworker and amateur engineer. He was 
one of the first Soutpansbcrgers with his own electricity supply. He generated 
power with a turbine that was built into a waterfall in a kloof on his farm 
Elsteg. 227 

About Dr. Stegmann there are many interesting stories, but all of them have the 
same message: He was the best of dentists. These comments were passed not 
only by patients, but fellow dentists who had either worked with him or had 
heard of his craftsmanship. Dentist and academic. Dr. Paul Prinsloo, a local 
boy who knew Dr. Stcggman, recently wrote of him: 

Dr. Stegmann was *n besonder bekwame tandarts wat veral bekend 
was vir die uitstekende kunstande wat hy vervaardig het, Hy was 
ook bedrewe met gegote-tandherstellings van ‘n hog standaard. 
Daarby was hy uiters behendig met die verwydering van tande, al 
was dig biltongkappers ook hoe stewig veranker of afgeslyt en 
moeilik om te verwyder. 228 

There were many other well known medical practitioners who entered the 
region over the years and made a substantial contribution to the treatment of 
the residents of the town. 


225 . Information Mr. P.F. Botha. Louis Trichardt, 1999.02.07. 

226 . P. PRINSLOO, Burgers van die Soutpansberg: Verhaaltjies oor 26 (1920 - 1995), pp. 13-5. 

227 . LTTI. p. 197. 980709a, Crafford, D.J. (80). Munnikstr 26. Louis Trichardt. 

228 . P. PRINSLOO, Burgers van die Soutpansberg: Verhaaltjies oor 26 (1920- 1995), pp. 13*4. 



Chapter 7 


The economics of survival 1939-1949 

When World War II started many of the young and able men of the district 
enlisted to do service. Amongst them were Messrs. Timo Geldenhuys, 1 2 H..T.L. 
(Mannetjies) Bergh, 3 Fred Kuhne from Piesanghoek, 3 T.C. Menne 4 and Eben 
Moller. 5 In Louis Trichardt itself there was a strong military presence. On 30 
August 1940 the Council decided to have talks with the South African Defence 
Force on the establishment of a military base in Louis Trichardt. 6 There were 
two army camps in town. The second one was started before the end of 1940. 7 
The Natal Mounted Regiment was camped on the site where the high school 
was to be built after the war. To the east of the town, the site of the later 
shooting range, the Kimberley Regiment was located. 8 One of the reasons why 
the troops were stationed in Louis Trichardt was to make them accustomed to 
the climate before being transferred further north in Africa. 9 Another factor was 
the strategic location of the town. It was the first major town from the northern 
border of the Union of South Africa. If there were to be an invasion from the 
north, a military presence could at least secure some form of defence until 
reinforcements could be sent to the north. 

In many respects the presence of the soldiers in the somewhat sleepy Bushveld 
town made for a lively social life. The Jewish soldiers in the camp at Louis 
Trichardt stayed over with the Brenners over the weekends. They used to sleep 
- as many as 20 at a time - on the large veranda of the Brenner house in 
Kleynhans Street. Rabbi Levin of Pietersburg then served the local Hebrew 
congregation. In the war he was given a military ranking and once a week 
visited Louis Trichardt. 10 During this time a strong sense of group identity was 
the order of the day amongst the local Jewish residents of the town. Shortly 
after the war, in about 1946-7, the local Hebrew congregation’s synagogue in 
Krogh Street was built. Mr. Chaim Brenner was one of the prime movers of the 
project and he officiated. Earlier on services were held at the old Masonic Hall 


1 . Oral information Mr. Henk Ncethling, Pretoria, 1999.01.13. 
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near Northern Motors just off Krogh Street," Dr. S. Kirk-Cohen in 1940 joined 
the 14 th Field Ambulance. After the military camp was opened in Louis 
Trichardl he was sent back to work as medical orderly. After a while he was 
demobilised on the grounds that his medical services were required in the 
district. Mrs. Kirk-Cohen served as an honorary matron of the military hospital 
in Louis Trichardt. 12 

Soutpansberg's residents were not under all circumstances squarely behind the 
government’s participation in the war. It is known that the Ossewa Brandwag 
(The Oxwagon Sentinels) was active in the region. 13 This para-military 
organisation which supported National Socialist objectives had support from 
many Afrikaans speaking residents of the Soutpansberg. One of the leading 
local supporters was Dr. B. Stegmann. In the Versamelhoek area it was 
common knowledge amongst the local residents that he was able to receive 
transmission from Radio Zeesen, the wartime propaganda radio station of 
Germany. 1 ' 1 In the absence of a ‘reliable press’ the latest radio news from the 
Nazi perspective was frequently circulated by word of mouth in the town and 
district. 

In 1940 a German Gestapo naval officer, Hans Wamke, made an appearance in 
the Watcrpoort area. His cargo ship had sunk off the coast of the Cape. Fleeing 
into the interior, he managed to find some local farmers in the Soutpansberg 
who were prepared to provide him with shelter. 15 He was even employed in 
later years as a chemist in Louis Trichardt. 16 In 1947 there were news reports to 
the effect that he was on a list of wanted Nazis. The South African security 
police were after him. He was then flown out of the Soutpansberg region by 
friends in a light aircraft. 17 Near Standerton he was killed in a car accident. 
Warnke was then buried under a false name in the grave chamber of a well 
known family in the Eastern Transvaal (Mpumalanga). Mr. Hansie Uys of 
Louis Trichardt, who knew Wamke well, remembered him as a friendly and 
highly cultured man who had an immense general knowledge. For the young 
Hansie Uys, a teenager at the time, Wamke left some of his writings as well as 
a signet ring winch is one of the family’s cherished possessions. 18 


11 . Telephonic information Mr. M. Brenner, 1999.01.13 and 1999.02.02; LTT1, p. 93. 980515c, 

Smalle, M,J. (64), Hilltop, Soutpansberg. 
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13 . T.R.H. DAVENPORT, South Africa: A modem history, pp. 293-4. 

14. LTT1, pp. 121-2. 980702, Uys, J.F. (69), Erasmus Straat 38a, Louis Trichardt; Oral 
information Mr. Henk Nccthling, Pretoria, 1999.01.13. 
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Krogh Street in the 1940’s. 
Source: MALT 





General Garage in Krogh Street in the 1940’s. 
Source: MALT 






Rev. T.S. Harvey at the unveiling of the World War 2 Memorial 
Source: Judge F. Kirk-Cohen 









The Hebrew congregation’s Krogh Street church building was built in 
1946-7. The building was demolished at the start of 1998. 

Source: Mr. M. Brenner, Johannesburg. 
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By (he end of the war a total of 24 men of the town and district paid the highest 
price. They were Sergeant Major H.C. Bester, Private F.J, Bezuidenhout, 
Corporal J.A. Bowker, Corporal W.B. van Breda, Bombardier J.R.E., Cuenod, 
Private G.N. Dyssel, Sergeant W.A.P. Engelbrecht, Captain C. Erasmus, 
Lieutenant E.W.P. Fripp, Corporal C. Gibson, Lance Corporal F.R. Greaves, 
Private K. Harley, A/mechanic C.G. Hansen. Corporal G. Kilroe, Major G. 
Murray, Lance Corporal H. du Preez and Lance Corporal J. du Preez, Private 
G.H. Robberts, Private H.L.J. Roux, Private C.P. Shaw, Private S.B. Swart, 
Trooper S.B. Vosloo and Warrant Officer II F.E. Wolmarans. 19 


The economic growth of Louis Trichardt after World War II 

It is generally accepted that the real economic growth of South Africa got 
underway in the period following World War n. The technology of the war 
period was soon used in order to help in the development of the country. For 
Louis Trichardt this implied that progress and new ideas about how to make 
things work would be brought back to the town and district by the many 
soldiers reluming from war. Many old farmers tended to drift from their land. 
As a younger generation of people with new ideas about doing things it soon 
became clear that the general operations of farming, as with other areas of 
industry, were more advanced than the activities of a previous generation. 20 
Mechanically they were skilled in crafts which their predecessors hardly had 
time or patience to leant. Many a war veteran arrived in the Soutpansberg area 
and as part of a new frontier tradition started building up the area. 21 Culturally 
the period was marked by the growth of the Afrikaans culture along the 
Soutpansberg. This trend was closely linked up to political developments 
which culminated with the National Party winning the election in 1948. 

Politics 

The 1940’s was the period of a major political change in the South Africa. The 
change of government in 1948, under the leadership of Dr. D.F. Malan and the 
National Party had an immense impact on society along the Soutpansberg and 
in Louis Trichardt itself. In 1948 Ds. Van Schoor was elected as member of 
Parliament for the National Party. He won the seat with 3 866 votes against the 
United Party candidate, Mr. S.A. Cilliers’ 2 720. 22 It was a period when local 
clergymen played a prominent role in politics of Louis Trichardt's community. 


19 . Inscription of names on cenotaph off Forestry Drive. 

20 . HUC, Newspaper Clippings 1, 1960-4. Undated newspaper report “Rede waarom droogtc nou 

mcer knel: Recnval van Bosveld ciaal nie.” 

21 . Examples of this generation are Messrs. Vivian Fourie of Watcrpoort, Mr. Card Botha of 

Louis Trichardt and Mr. Andries Potgieter of Vlakfonlein to the east of the town. See ANON.. 
Pionier oorlede in Zoutpansberger, 1991.10.11, p. 11 ANON., "Card skielik oorledc" in 
Zoutpansberger, 1991.09.27, p. 2; ANON., “Oom Andrics oorlede” in Zoutpansberger , 
1991.11.22, p. 2. 

22 . R. AND i. WEODE (Compilers), Die volledige verkiesingsuitslae van Suid-Afrika 1910-19S6, 

Kiesafdeling: Soutpansberg- 
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Pastor C.M.L. Schimper who was at the helm of the Louis Trichardt 
congregation of the Full Gospel Church of God Congregation, started playing 
an active role as a Town Councillor of Louis Trichardt. In 1972 he was to be 
Mayor of the town. He was on occasion the Moderator of the Full Gospel 
Church of God. 23 

The new political theory of apartheid had an impact on local politics, 
practically from the outset. Some of the arrangements in the new dispensation, 
had a practical ring to them. Other arrangements were difficult to comprehend. 
In July 1948 the Commissioner of Police notified the Council of Louis 
Trichardt that the municipal mortuary would not be used for autopsies on 
Blacks. 24 In December 1948 the Council resolved that in the new proposed 
Black township provision would be made for a cemetery as well as a mortuary 
for the Blacks. It was further decided that once the new site became available 
no more Blacks would be buried in the existing cemetery. 25 The following year 
measures were introduced to prevent the free movement of Blacks in town. 2 *' 

Strained race relations led to political inactivity. By the end of 1949 the first 
effects were felt when the Town Council was unable to hold a meeting for the 
appointment of members for the Native Advisory Board. In November 1949 
notices were put up all over the Black township that nominations were awaited 
for the appointment of a Native Advisory Board for 1950. Nothing came of it 
and the Location Superintendent Mr. D.B. Holzkampf suggested to the Council 
that Messrs. S. Maluleke, P. Dou, I. Mutheko, D. Manjika, P.E. Ntete and S. 
Netshilindi be appointed. 2 ' 

Along the Soutpansberg there was a process of demographic change taking 
place. On the one hand the statistics of the day told the story of temporary 
decline in the White population numbers during the period of the war (1939- 
45). It also told the story of the rapid urbanisation of Whites after 1945. 
Perhaps more important was the fact that the Black population of the town had, 
for all intents and purposes, grown larger than the White population. 


23. ANON., "Plaaslikc leraars styg uit in kerkhierargie" in Bylae lot die Zoutpansberger, 
1996.11.29, p. 8. 

24 . MALT, Notule Julie 1948-Junie 1949, p. 53. Notule raadsvcrgadering, 1948.07.23. 

25. MALT, Notule Julie 1948-Junie 1949, p. 349. Meeting finance and general purposes 
committee meeting, 1948.12.14. 

26. MALT, Notule Julie 1949-Junie 1950, p. 199, Rapport van die stadsklerk/tesourier vir die 
inaand geeindig 31 Oktober 1949. 

27 . MALT, Notule Julie 1949-Junie 1950, p. 249. Report of the location superintendent for the 
month of November 1949. 
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The population of Louis Trichardt 1937-46 28 


Year 

Whites 

Asians 

Blacks 

1937 

1527 

176 

- 

1938 

1966 

176 

- 

1942 

1772 

208 

1529 

1945 

2070 

246 

- 

1946 

2234 

280 

3106 


Housing 

The provision of housing in the post-war period was a necessity if Louis 
Trichardt did not want to lose part of its population to other urban centres in the 
country. In this area the Town Council concentrated extensively on providing 
in the needs of the White, as well as the Black community. 29 Judging from 
property values Louis Trichardt was for all intents and purposes a mid-sized 
rural South African town. In 1945 the total value of land in Louis Trichardt was 
estimated AT £189 735 of which £96 816 was rateable. 30 The value of 

improvements, i.e. buildings and the rest, represented £268 895. On the value 
of the land and the value of the improvements the Town Council earned 
respectively £2 420 and £2 450. 31 This situation changed substantially in the 
next five years. In July 1945 £25 000 was set aside by the Council for an 
individual housing scheme. It was decided by the Council that applications 
would be asked from people who wanted to participate in the scheme. 
Provision would be made for contractual arrangements between the owners and 
building contractors. Periodical payments would be made to the contractors. An 
amount of 5 per cent of the building fees would be held back by the owner. The 
housing would be provided in terms of the regulations as laid down by the 
Central Housing Board. 32 

The housing situation in Louis Trichardt at the time was critical. The health 
inspector stated in his annual report for 1944-5 that in the poor White sector of 
the community dwellings were frequently over-populated. Many of the houses 
were not suitable for residential purposes. Because there were no other forms 
of accommodation available, the authorities allowed the system to carry on. No 


28 . MALT, Notulc Jul. 1947-Jun.1948, p. 75. Jaarlikse gesondhcidsverslag vir die jaar ge-cindig 

30 Junie 1947. 

29 . The provision of Black housing is discussed comprehensively in the chapter dealing with the 

history of Tshikota between 1945 and 1963. 

30 . MALT, Notulc Jul. 1946 * Jun. 1947, p. 402. Report of the local government inspector on the 

accounts of the Louis Trichardt Town Council for the financial year ended 30th June, 1945. 

31. Ibid., p. 402. 

32. MALT, Notulc Jul. 1945-Jun 1946, p. 409. Notule Gewone vergadering van die sladsraad 
1945.07.27. 
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steps were taken to try and improve these conditions. 33 One of the major 
problems was that war time conditions had affected housing severely. There 
was a critical shortage of building materials, especially bricks. Furthermore 
there was a shortage of the necessary skilled men to do the work. 33 In March 
1946 the Council started with a campaign to promote the town’s housing 
scheme to the residents. 35 

For needy residents of Louis Trichardt plans for a low cost housing scheme 
were introduced in July 1945 when it was decided that the council would 
investigate the possibility of establishing a low cost housing scheme for people 
in the lower income bracket. 36 The scheme implied that the residents of the 
houses at the start in effect rented it from the local authority. In terms of the 
plan, which made provision for as little as a 3/4 per cent interest rate, the rent 
was much lower than what would generally be paid when a property was rented 
privately. 37 One condition of the implementation of the scheme was that the 
land had to be surveyed properly. Furthermore specific steps had to be taken in 
preventing overpopulation in houses, breaking down dilapidated houses and the 
elimination of slum areas. 38 

In terms of the individual housing scheme the residents became the owners of 
the house. In the case of the sub economic housing, it was stipulated that these 
houses never became the property of the residents. A thorough survey was 
conducted in February 1946 of the indigent Whites of the town. It was found 
that there were at least two people jobless. Four people earned up to £5 per 
month, 14 earned between £5 and about 10 people earned between £16 and 
£20. Four earned between £21 and £30 per month. 39 Most of the poor people 
were in the category earning between £5 and £10 per month. Those earning £5 
and less per month were predominantly persons drawing old age pensions. The 
accommodation facilities of these people generally was in a bad condition. 
According to Mr. G.J. van Niekerk many of their houses were over-populated. 
Many owned their houses. The problem was that they were unlikely to give up 
these houses, in exchange for houses which they could not own. 40 On 22 March 
1946 the council decided that erven 1534 to 1542 would be set aside for sub- 
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economic housing. A total of 10 houses were to be constructed, providing 
permission could be acquired for the introduction of such a scheme.'” 

The housing situation, like the general appearance of Louis Trichardt was 
beginning to look much better by 1947. At the time Dr. S. Kirk-Cohen, the 
town’s acting medical orderly of health, commented that the residential areas in 
the town generally had a nice appearance, though some of the houses were in 
need of paint 42 In March 1947 the Town Treasurer proposed to the Council 
that application be made for an allocation of £25 000 for the purposes of 
housing. l ie explained that the process took a long time and it would be wise to 
apply for funds long before fiinds were in fact needed. 43 Since July 1946, 
considerable progress had been made in terms of housing. A total of 12 
economic housing units had been completed. 44 An additional amount of £25 
000 had been received from the Central Housing Board. This made it possible 
for die development of yet another new extension to the town. 45 

The prevailing housing crisis in Louis Trichardt was evident from the fact that 
in 1948 there were still no houses available for renting purposes. 4 * The 
Council’s active participation in providing for the development of housing 
facilities in town were substantial. In the first post-war phase of housing an 
amount of £50 000 had been raised for housing loans. 47 In August 1948 the 
finance and general purposes committee decided that once its funds were 
exhausted a further £25 000 would be asked to make available more funds for 
housing. 48 

The Health Inspectorate reported in June 1948 that the general housing 
shortage experienced in Louis Trichardt was in the process of being relieved. 
The Health Inspector reported there were still signs of overpopulation in the 
poorer part of town. The houses were often not in a satisfactory condition. The 
owners did not always have the necessary means to improve their dwellings.' 19 
A special Council Committee was appointed to investigate the general housing 
situation. 50 Towards the end of 1948 a total of 31 houses had been built in 
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Louis Trichardt with the aid of the housing loans. 51 By 1949 the housing crisis 
which prevailed after the war had gradually petered out. It was as a result of the 
fact that timely steps taken well in advance for the development of an 
economic housing scheme. 52 There were still cases of over population in 
certain houses in the town. Especially in the poorer part of town, the owners of 
houses were living in their dwelling with little money available to make 
essential improvements. 53 

Culture 

The Suid-Afrikaanse Vroue Federasie in Louis Trichardt, in 1946, opened the 
first creche for small children. 54 By providing this service, the organisation 
made an important contribution towards the education of the town’s youth. 

The post-war period in South Africa was marked by the strong and vital growth 
of Afrikaner nationalism. The trend manifested itself in Soutpansberg. 
According to a leading community leader at the time, the cultural activities 
were not directly related to politics. But then, it was an exception to the rule for 
people in the Soutpansberg to be anything other than nationalists at the time. 55 
The war time constraints on public gatherings and sectional cultural activities, 
were lifted once peace had been concluded. In July 1947 the Council’s finance 
and general purposes committee recommended to the council that Kruger Day 
be celebrated, as was the case in the past. It was decided that a call would be 
made on the local business community to celebrate the day. 56 

A more important festival for the town and its people was the centenary 
celebrations of the founding of Schoemansdal in 1848. In November 1947 the 
Council’s finance and special purposes committee made available a sum of 
£26/5/0 towards a fund for the establishment of a Soutpansberg Centenary 
Fund, It was accepted that permission would be asked for the establishment of 
the fund from the Administrator. 57 Mr. J.M. Mulder who was a teacher and 
later, vice-principal of Louis Trichardt Hoerskool was the secretary of the 
Schoemansdal Feeskomitee. The chairman of the organising committee was 
Mr. D.S.M. Potgieter and his deputy was Mr. H.J. de Jager. 5 * Other members of 
the committee included Ds. W. Venter, Messrs. H.C. van der Walt, K, Sonntag, 
J.P. Meintjes, J.J. Eloff, P.W. Naude, P. de Vaal, H.A. van Tonder, J.R. van 
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In 1949 when the Voortrekker Monument was officially opened in 
Pretoria the local Rapportryers Reelingskomitee of Louis Trichardt 
were responsible for the co-ordination of the festivities in town. The 
steering committee met on 24 November 1949 at the N.G. Church in 
town. The members are: 

Back row (from left) Messrs. D.A. Kushoff, W. Menne, Dr. Steggman 
(chairman), Mr. J. Morrison. 

Middle row: Mrs. S.M.N. Bronn, Mrs. Endemann, Dr. Reoos and Mr. 
Willie van der Merwe. 

Front row: Mr. Joe Olivier, Mr. Kruger and Mr. J.M. Mulder 
(Secretary). 

Source: Mr. Japie Mulder, Nylstroom. 


119 


Breda, Mrs. M.C. Eyssel, Messrs. J.F. Roos, D.J. van der Linde, Dr. B.Z. 
Stegmann, Messrs. S.M.N. Broun, P.W. Moller, R.G. Pretorius, J. Morrison, D. 
Langley, G. van Wyk, J. Verreyne, J. van Nickerk and W.C.R. Pypers. 59 The 
Town Council's representative on the Centenary Committee, was Clr. J. de 
Beer. 60 

Fifty years later Mr. Mulder recalled how he almost suffered a nervous 
breakdown as a result of the last minute planning that had to be done for the 
festival. 61 When the committee started with the planning of the festival the site 
was covered with long grass and bushes. It was a traditional “volksfees” which 
lasted for five days. 62 Eventually the festival was memorable. Soutpansberg 
had seldom before experienced something similar. Hundreds of people 
gathered at Schoemansdal for the festivities. Many brought tents and camped 
out on the site. Groundsheets and canvas covers were loaned from the South 
African Railways. 63 

On the first day of the festival, Monday 5 July, there was a play. Die Drie van 
der Walls. The following morning a laer was made and the flag was hoisted. 
Then in the afternoon the official opening ceremony took place with a sermon 
by Dr. William Nicol. Later in the afternoon a braaivleis was held and as 
evening set in the Voortrekkers arrived with burning fakkels. They were 
welcomed by Ds. W.F. Venter. In the evening after volkspele. Prof. J.C. van 
Rooy delivered a speech and the evening’s ceremony was concluded with 
religious practice. 6 "’ On Wednesday 7 July, Ds. J.G.M. Dreyer unveiled a new 
tombstone on the grave of Mrs. Van Warmelo. Ds. J.H.M. Stofberg then placed 
a wreath on the grave. Later in the day Dr. E.G. Jansen, Chairman of the 
Central Monuments Committee, made a speech. This was followed in the 
afternoon by traditional Boeresport, speeches by some of the local pioneers and 
a historical film show in the evening. 6 ’ On Thursday 8 July the highlight of the 
program was a speech by Prof. W.J. du P. Erlank (Eitemal). Later in the day 
there was once again Boeresport, Volkspele and braaivleis before the 
ceremonies were ended with religious practice. The following day, Friday 9 
July 1948, the people returned home. 66 

Perhaps, as a result of the comprehensive festivities to commemorate the 
centenary of Schoemansdal’s founding, the Quinquagenarian (fiftieth) birthday 
celebrations of Louis Trichardt took place on a slightly lower keynote. In 
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August 1948 the Council appointed a special committee of councillors to 
consider the possibility of celebrating the existence of Louis Trichardt. 67 It was 
part and parcel of the greater Afrikaans festivities taking place at the time. On 7 
October 1948 a special meeting of the Town Council decided that Kruger Day 
would be celebrated as a holiday and that the municipal offices would be 
closed on Monday 11 October 1948. The Council furthermore decided to ask 
all businesses in town to participate by keeping their shops closed. 68 In 1949 
Mr. B.J. Cronje, the Town Clerk prepared a newsletter for the Council in 
which the historical development of the town was described. There were also 
the entrepreneurs and artists who saw in the celebration of the town’s history 
the opportunity to earn a little extra. In 1949 Mr. Jan Swart composed a song 
which he called “Louis Trichardt”. He tried to sell the song to the Council. The 
council at its monthly meeting in November 1949 decided that it would not buy 
the song and that Mr. Swart should rather get in touch with the Kultuur 
Vereniging at Louis Trichardt. 69 

For the Afrikaans speaking community of Louis Trichardt 1949 was a 
memorable year. Towards the end of the year the Rapportryers passed through 
the town, taking messages whilst on their way to Pretoria, for the inauguration 
of the Voortrekker Monument on 16 December. 70 In November 1949 the 
finance and general purposes committee of the Council gave permission for 
assistance to the Rapportryers’ Committee to host a celebration on the occasion 
of the arrival of the Rapportryers in Louis Trichardt on 14 November 1949. 
The council was to help in the provision of a stage, the clearing of the 
Voortrekker site, and the installation of electrical lighting. 71 It was decided that 
the Council offices would be closed on Saturday 17 December to give the staff 
an opportunity to return from the inauguration ceremony of the Voortrekker 
Monument which was scheduled for 16 December 1949. 72 

Louis Trichardt in 1949 remembered its fallen sons during World War 2. In 
April 1949 the Council conducted talks with members of the local branch of 
the British Empire Service League for the construction of a monument for 
residents of Louis Trichardt who had been killed in the war. 75 In July 1949 the 
council decided to give a piece of land of 200 square metres, east of erf 379 
and right across from Erf 487 for the purposes of a war memorial. The land was 
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to be granted to the National the War Memorial Foundation for Health and the 
Child Welfare Society. 74 Later in the year the memorial was unveiled. 

The organised social activities were as a rule well supported by the residents of 
Louis Trichardt. In August 1946 the town council approved the formal transfer 
of land for the purposes of facilities for the Boy Scouts and Girl Guides. 75 

Library services were stepped up. In January 1946 a special meeting of the 
Council was held at which the plans for a proposed regional library for the 
district were submitted. It implied that Louis Trichardt council had to make 
available an amount of £200 per annum, of which 60 per cent was to be used to 
pay an official and the rest for the purchase of stationary. In exchange Louis 
Trichardt was to get an amount of 50 000 books for participating in the scheme 
that was introduced by the provincial authorities. 16 

Despite the war conditions of the I940*s, there were also Soutpansbergers who 
managed to excel at making their mark in tire field of science. One example 
was Mr. B.H. Groenewald, who was bom in the Soutpansberg region. In 1941 
he was responsible for writing one of the first books in Afrikaans on aloes, with 
the title Die aahvyne van Suid-Afrika, Suidwes-Afrika, Portugees Oos-Afrika, 
Swaziland en BasoetoJand 11 Mr. Groenewald was for many years a biology 
teacher in Pietersburg. Later he farmed at Vivo before moving to a farm close 
to Louis Trichardt where he died in 1983.' 8 

Education 

In the 1940’s Louis Trichardt was already well established as the urban hub of 
the Soutpansberg. It was a well known fact that all the town needed was a high 
school. Local high school children had to either go to Johannesburg or Pretoria, 
or Pietersburg, if they wanted to further their secondary education. The Council 
in the course of the 1940’s frequently asked the provincial authorities to 
provide a high school. 79 Then on 15 January 1946 the town’s educational 
flagship, the Louis Trichardt Hoerskool opened its doors. The first principal 
was Mr. S.M.N. Bronn. At the opening ceremony Ds. Van Schoor expressed 
the hope that the staff would turn the school into one of the best educational 
institutions in the Transvaal. 80 Within the first 10 years of its existence the 
school proved its mettle by exhibiting the quality of its tuition in the final exam 


74. MALT. Notule Julie 1949-Junie 1950, p. 33. Algetnene vergadcring van die stadsraad, 
1949.07.29. 

75 MALT, Notule Jul. 1946- Jun, 1947, p. 41. Notule van die gewone vergadcring van die 
stadsraad, 1946.08.23. 

76. MALT, Notule Jul. 1945-Jun 1946. p. 202. Notule van spesiale vergadcring van die stadsraad 
1946.01.17. 

77. Nasionalc Pers, 1941. 

78. LTTl.p. 126.980702, Uys,J.F. (69), Erasmusstr, 38a, Louis Trichardt. 

79 . MALT, Notule Julie 1948-Junie 1949, p. 262. Loois Trichardt Munisipaliteit. Nuusbrief Dcel 
1,1948. 

80. JUBILEUM FEESKOMITEE, Ned. Her\\ Of Geref Gemeente Louis Trichardt: Jubiiemn, 
Vrydag, 23 Maori 1956 (Morester Primer, Potgietersrust, 1956), p. 43. 



122 


results. Between 1946 and 1955 a total of 254 pupils wrote the final school 
leaving examinations. Of these 235 passed. It represented a pass rate of 92,5 
per cent. 81 

When the school started the hostel pupils were accommodated in houses. Of the 
272 pupils in the school in 1946, 116 were resident in the hostels. By 1956, 
when tlte pupils numbered 646, more than half (340) were hostel residents. 82 
Problems were experienced with accommodation. Dr. S. Kirk-Cohen, the 
town’s medical orderly of health, informed the Council in February 1947 that 
some houses in town which were being used for the purposes of temporary 
school hostels, were overcrowded and short of sanitary conveniences. He even 
hinted at the possibility of an epidemic and warned the Council that it would be 
responsible for paying 1/3 of the costs of putting it to an end. 83 The Council 
could not maintain control over all the boarding houses in town. 84 In February 
1949 the Council made a grant of Five morgen of land to the high school for the 
construction of hostels. 85 

The school clearly provided a valuable service to the rural community of the 
Soutpansberg. In August 1955 the Council made a grant of erven 1543, 1544 
and 1639 to the high school. Also a portion of Anderson Street was closed off 
to accommodate the enlargement of the school’s property. It was needed 
essentially for the improvement of the school’s sports facilities. 86 The Town 
Council supported the high school in many other ways. In 1950 it introduced a 
bursary scheme for deserving children of the high school who intended 
furthering their studies at university. The First grants of £25 each were made in 
1951 to Ms. M. Grobler and Mr. Izak Tait. 87 The scheme was maintained for a 
number of years. 88 

One of the major objectives of the Town Council was to build out the 
educational capacity of the town. In February 1946, shortly after the new high 
school was taken into use, Mr. B.J. Cronje recommended to the Council that 
consideration be given to the establishment of a technical school in Louis 
Trichardt. 89 The Council then asked the local fanning unions to support them in 
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this application. 90 Very little came of the initiative. In 1953 the Schoemansdal 
School for Special Education started with its programs. 91 In a period when the 
authorities were rationalising rural educational facilities, the maintenance of 
Schoemansdal as an institution of teaching along the Soutpansberg, not too far 
from Louis Trichardt, proved to be a boon. 

The situation of Black education in the Louis Trichardt vicinity proved to be 
precarious. In March 1947, Mr. D.B. Holtzkampf the location superintendent of 
Louis Trichardt, charged Mr. D.J. Boshoff in terms of article 9(7) of the 
Natives (urban areas) Consolidation Act, 25 of 1945. 92 Mr. Boshoff, it 
transpired, had earlier been forbidden by the Native Affairs Committee of the 
Town Council, to give Africans evening classes and hold church sermons for 
them on Erf 162, in the White town. 93 On 2 April 1947, Mr. Holzkampf put in 
an appearance at the Magistrate’s Court but was told by the Public Prosecutor 
that the case against Boshoff had been withdrawn. Three reasons were given 
for the case not being taken up further. One was that the evening classes did not 
cause a disturbance to anybody. Mr. Holzkampf felt that it was not the issue in 
the case. The real issue was that Mr. Boshoff did not have any permission from 
the Minister of Native Affairs to teach or hold church services in the 
township. 9,1 

The valuable services rendered by Mr. Boshoff were remembered in 1998 by 
Mr. R.P. Lishivha (81) of Vhulorwa farming settlement. This former MP of the 
Republic of Venda remembered vividly how he would spend many nights 
studying after receiving instructions from Mr. Boshoff. Later as a migrant 
labourer in Johannesburg the basic skills of reading and writing stood him in 
good stead when he had to fend for himself in an environment far from his 
home in the Soutpansberg. 95 

Commercial activities 

Commercial life in Louis Trichardt was well established after World War 11. In 
the Black township there were some promising signs of commercial activity. 
But much still had to be done. In August 1945 Thomas Sandimo was granted a 
license by the Council to operate as a “hawker", transport rider and trader in 
the location. 96 In August 1945 Mr. Johnnie Manne was granted a license to 
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establish a general trading store on stand 142 in the location 91 In September 
1945 the council gave permission to Jan Maphale to have an eating house in the 
location. 98 In February 1946 a similar license was granted to Thomas 
Sandymane. It was expected of him to provide a specific construction, but he 
was informed in advance that the township would be moved in the near future. 
So his structure had to be of a temporary nature." In April 1947 the location 
superintendent proposed to the council that Africans who were conducting 
business in the township be entitled to owning two stands. The one had to be 
used for residential purposes, the other for trading purposes. 100 

Members of the Buys community sought commercial opportunities in Louis 
Trichardt. Mr. Willem Bekker as a young man used to cut firewood from 
rooibos and hardekool trees in the vicinity of Buysdorp. He would then take it 
into Louis Trichardt and sell it for £1/10/- per cart load. 101 

In the White part of town business was good. There were no less than 39 
general dealers, five businesses operating as tea rooms, restaurants and fresh 
produce merchants, one “native eating house”, two hairdressers, one funeral 
parlour, two shoemakers, one soft drink factory, one cinema, one butchery, two 
dairies, two mills, and one bakery. 102 In September 1945 Emmerich Brothers 
were given permission to start a general trading concern on erf 289 Louis 
Trichardt, 1 " 3 P. Emmerich and Mrs. J. Schultze in 1946 registered the Palace 
Cafe on their names. 10,1 During World War II, Mr. Frank Turner was wounded 
and returned to Louis Trichardt. After he and his wife got married in 1943, they 
opened Turners, one of the well known stores in town. While Mr. Turner 
concentrated on selling arms and ammunition, his wife, Dorothy specialised in 
haberdashery and stationary. 105 In 1946 Mr. Frits du Toit started a successful 
tyre selling businesses when he opened Du Toits Tyres on the second floor of a 
building on the comer of Trichardt and Krogh Street. 106 It was after the war and 
goods such as tyres were hard to come by. The firm acquired its property in 
Munnik Street in 1954 and from that place started expanding over the years. 107 
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The rapid growth of the town after the war as well as the flourishing business 
of the town had its negative side. In February 1947, Dr. S. Kirk-Cohen, the 
medical orderly of health in Louis Trichardt reported to the Town Council that 
the business area of the town looked like a slum. Many of the buildings were 
dilapidated and in need of paint. The streets and pavements were, especially on 
Sunday and Monday mornings, in a filthy state. He pointed out that many 
buildings in town had been condemned for two decades, were still being used. 
He explained that many of the back premises of the buildings in town were 
dirty and “a positive disgrace” to Louis Trichardt. 108 

At the beginning of 1948 there were about 30 commercial outlets in Louis 
Trichardt. The butcheries were P&.0 Butchery in Burger Street and LTT Cold 
Storage, the Palace Cafe in Krogh Street; Zoutpansberg Fruit Store in Trichardt 
Street, which specialised in bicycle repairs; Bantu Fruit Shop on Stand 121 in 
the Black township; Marech Tshisima Store, selling vegetables and fruit in 
Trichardt Street; Central Fruit & Vegetable Market in Trichardt Street; Sha 
Brothers, as well as P.C. Kriegler, in Trichardt Street had restaurants and tea 
rooms; Amies Fruit Shop in Trichardt Street was a fresh produce dealer; Hotel 
Louis in Trichardt Street; the Native Eating House and Freddie Makgatho’s 
eating house were respectively on stands 46 and 152 in the township; the 
Zoutpansberg Begrafnisgenootskap was situated in Krogh Street; Helena’s 
Dames haarkappery, Coetzer’s Barber Shop, Central Hairdressers and Van’s 
hairdressers were all situated in Trichardt Street; Ladies fashions, a ladies’ 
clothing store was situated in Krogh Street; Zoutpansberg Furnishers were 
situated in Trichardt Street; Rooseboom’s Bakery was in Vorster Street, whilst 
J.D. Naude and H. van Heerden operated their dairies from outside town; Piet 
N’Tulane had a shoe repair shop in Trichardt Street. 101 ' One of the colourful 
Indian shops in town was Mansuli’s Pty (Ltd). This shop which offered 
jewellery buyers a simple line: “You find the girl, we find the ring” was well 
known in town. The owner, Mr. Mansuli Noor, later helped his son, Solly, open 
up a lucrative retail outlet which would play an important role in the 
commercial history of the town. 110 

In 1949 Mr. Hugh Sheldon (1914-1990) a World War II veteran settled in 
Louis Trichardt and offered his services as a chartered accountant. Apart from 
playing a key role in the commercial and financial sectors of the town, he was 
to be one of the pivotal figures in the establishment of the Louis Trichardt show 
and a number of community institutions. 1 " 

' 

Other general dealers in town were Songodzi Store on stand 1512 in the Black 
township, Kharbai & Co and Mansuli Ltd in Trichardt Street; Dave Bros, in 
Kruger Street; North Trading Co in Trichardt Street; M. Khandaria & Sons in 


108 . MALT, Notule Jul. 1946 - Jun. 1947, p. 296. S. Kirk-Cohen - Town Clerk, 1047.03.01. 

109. MALT, Notule Jul. 1947 - Jun. 1948, pp. 268-9. Notule van die gewonc vcrgadcring van die 
xtadsraad, 1947.12.17. 

110. ANON., “Legend passes away” in Zoutpansberger, 1992.06.24, p. 1. 

111. ANON., “Hugh Sheldon dies” in Zoutpansberger, 1990.06.08, p. 3. 



126 


Kruger Street; H.K. Gokal, K.K. Radia & Sons, and K. Sundaijee in Kruger 
Street; Khoja’s Cash Store in Trichardt Street; Jaram Karsan and Co. in Kruger 
Street; Friends, Cassim SulLiman and Sons, B.B, Bazaar, A. Gokal and Sons, in 
Trichardt Street; M. Premjee and Son in Kruger Street; The Surat Trading Co 
in Krogh Street; Johny B. Manne and Manuel Da Gama respectively on stands 
241 and 60 in the Black township; Lyon's, Zoutpansberg Winkels, Emmerich 
Brothers, G.B. Cash Stores, and Slabberl's Tyre Depot in Trichardt Street; 
Ayob Abba in Kruger Street, Economic Cash Store in Krogh Street; Kalan 
Bros in Kruger Street and A. Adam & Co in Trichardt Street; Harjee Kanjee & 
Co, G.H. Aboo, A Nathoo and Sons in Kruger Street; H.R. Khoja & Co., and 
A.V. Mohamed & Sons Trichardt Street; John’s Bazaar in Kruger Street; Hajec 
Aboo and Sons in Trichardt Street; Dungarshi Moraijee & Co in Krogh Street; 
V. Gokal and Co in Trichardt Street and Sonskyn Winkel in Jeppe Street. 112 

Amongst the Black people, living outside of town, the favourite places to do 
shopping were the shops which belonged to the Indian businessmen. 115 In 
general they felt they were being treated with greater dignity and did not have 
to stand outside and wait to be served by impolite shop assistants. There were 
constantly new businesses starting operations, also in the Black township of 
Louis Trichardt. In August 1948, for example, applications were submitted to 
the council by a number of people who were interested in establishing 
commercial enterprises in the township, For example Mr. W.M. Ramadzuli 
applied for a general dealers licence. Mr. Jack Shikobokhobo was given 
permission to sell firewood. Mr. Samual Rapalalani was allowed to do business 
as a general dealer. Mr. Isaac C. Kaunda asked the council for a hawkers’ 
licence. Mr. Ephraim Musudwa was granted a licence to do plumbing in the 
township. 114 

Fresh produce market 

The marketing and selling of fresh produce in Louis Trichardt proved to be one 
of the major commercial problems of the town between 1945 and 1960. One of 
the staunchest opponents of a fresh produce market in town was the Town 
Clerk, Mr. Ben Cronje. He was familiar with the fact that in 1936 the Council 
applied to the Administrator of the Transvaal to lease the town’s fresh produce 
market (it was situated where the Civic Centre is today) 115 to a private 
individual. At the time the market was running at a monthly loss of £20. The 
Council earned a mere £5 per month in commission from the goods that were 
sold on the market. 116 The auctioneer was Mr. Cronje and his clerical assistant 
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was Mr, Mannetjies Bergh. While the grownups bought vegetables and fruit at 
the long cement tables, the children would play on the embankment where they 
frequently came across rifle shells which apparently had been used at the time 
of the Mphephu War in 1898. 117 In October 1944 - partly as a result of the fact 
that there was hardly any demand - the fresh produce market of Louis Trichardt 
was discontinued." 8 

The Municipality had to make sure that hygienic conditions prevailed when 
fresh produce was sold. In September 1945 Ms. Maria Marema was given 
permission to trade in fresh produce in the Black township. The requirement of 
the Council was that she conform to the municipal by laws in respect of the 
building that had to be provided for trading purposes." 9 In August 1948 the 
finance and general purposes committee of the council instructed the traffic 
officer of the town to strictly apply the municipal bylaws in respect of morning 
markets and any sales on the sidewalks of the town. 120 

Post World War 2 industrial development 

As South Africa’s economy was gradually restored after the war, farming 
activities in the Soutpansberg region once again started gaining momentum. 
Cattle farming was a lucrative sector. There was substantial government 
support for faming. As the Mara Research Station started operations, local 
farmers were provided with the latest scientific advances. 121 An important 
development was the introduction of the Bonsmara breed of cattle which had 
been specifically bred by Prof. Jan Bonsma for conditions along the 
Soutpansberg. Prof. Bonsma crossed Afrikaner with Hereford and shorthorn 
cattle and came up in 1953 with what was described as a “functional” and 
“efficient” breed. A number of well known local farmers participated in the 
breeding programme. They included Ridgeway Bristow and later his son John; 
a group of farmers (Joubert, Meyer and Friend) at Rubbervale; Malan at 
Alldays; Moulder at Soetdorings; Schutte and Van der Merwe at Blouberg; 
J.J.K. Ziervogel and Brent at Pietersburg; Van Amstel at Blouberg and Rex 
Ball at Bandelierkop. 122 

Especially Mr. Ball was an important figure in the development of the 
Bonsmara breed. He was one of the founder members of the Bonsmara Society 
and was chairman for many years. Between 1964 and 1974 he was secretary of 
the society, until the administration of the society became so comprehensive 
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that it had to be relocated to Pretoria. Mr. Ball farmed with Bonsmara cattle on 
his farm, south of Louis Trichardt until 1989. 123 

In Louis Trichardt itself the town fathers were aware of the rapid industrial 
developments taking place elsewhere in the country. Consequently in February 
1946 die Town Clerk and treasurer, Mr. B.J. Cronje recommended to the 
Council that consideration be given to the proclamation of an industrial 
township. It was necessary, he explained, to start it in an area where 
considerable municipal land was available. 124 It was then decided to appoint a 
special committee of the Council to find the most suitable place for the 
development of the industrial township. 125 In August 1948 the council’s 
surveyor, Mr. H. Manaschewilz to start surveying the new industrial areas for 
Louis Trichardt. 126 

Industrial growth in the town was impeded by the limited capacity of the power 
station to provide in all the electricity needs. 127 The Town Clerk warned the 
Council, if the matter was not addressed, it might not be possible for the 
council to accommodate much needed industries which could boost the local 
economy. 128 Already in 1949 his prediction was proved correct when the 
application of one Mr. R. Alexander for industrial development had to be 
turned down on the grounds of insufficient electrical power. 129 How precarious 
the electricity supply in fact was, is evident from the following: in a report 
compiled by the Electricity Supply Commission in 1948, it was pointed out that 
the Louis Trichardt power station in 1946 produced 787 698 units of electricity. 
The maximum demand for electricity in the course of the year was 250 
kilowatts. The power station was able to safely produce 200 kW of electricity. 
The commission came to the conclusion that the power station had in fact been 
overproducing electricity since 1944. 130 

Despite the potential crisis of a power shortage, development started taking off 
in town. Plans for the establishment of the industrial township had to be 
speeded up. 13 ’ Bearing in mind the potential growth, the Town Clerk held talks 
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with the South African Railways in order to secure sufficient rail facilities in 
the township. 132 By planning the industrial area for the town in a 
comprehensive manner, it was possible to prevent certain industrial activities 
from being conducted in the residential part of town. 1 '' 3 

The timber industry of Louis Trichardt, after World War II proved to be one of 
the more substantive industrial sectors of the town. 139 The availability of a 
variety of timber made it possible for the cabinetmaking concern of Snyman & 
Van Niekerk in Anderson Street to conduct their operations. 133 In September 
1945 Mr. C.H. Claasens took over the furniture manufacturing firm of the 
Schlessinger Brothers. 135 

Mining activities 

The developments in mining after World War 2 were notable for the 
exploration of the Waterpoort area by Iscor for potential coal deposits in the 
Soutpansberg. However, this trend tends to overshadow other developments 
which took place. In July 1945 the Council gave permission to Mr. W.H. Kling 
to do prospecting on the townlands. 137 Three years later permission was granted 
to Mr. C.A. Kruger who applied to prospect for minerals on the townlands. The 
Council was intent on stimulating the search for minerals. 138 Ultimately the 
objective was to reap benefits for the town from mining activities. Mr. Kling 
appeared to be making good progress with his activities. In June 1948 he 
renewed his agreement with the Council. 139 He had meanwhile started with the 
mining of carborundum. As a small mining concern he was given permission to 
store the carborundum at his residence. M0 Members of the Buys community 
were involved in the carborundum mining activities. Mr. Willem Bekker as a 
young man, collected carborundum in the 1930’s and 40’s which he sold to a 
dealer by the name of Ruskovic about 14 km from Buysdorp. The Black 
carborundum miners were not allowed to sell directly to the dealer. They had to 
sell it to the Buys community, who would wash it and than dispose of it 
through the normal channels. Hl 
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Local farmers were also active in mining operations. Mrs. Alice Olivier 
and her son, Otto, at a gold sifting operation in the Lowveld, north of 
present day Giyani in 1939. Mr. Basie Olivier managed the mine at 
the time. 


Source: Mr. Otto Olivier. 










Source: Judge F. Kirk Cohen, Pretoria 
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Dramatic events in the 1940’s 

Apart from the war, Louis Trichardt had its share of drama. In 1945 the market 
building was burnt down by two youths. The damage was estimated at £250. 142 
Legal steps were initially taken and the two minor boys appeared in court, but 
the Council declined taking further steps on the matter. 143 

A drama of greater significance occurred on 18 December 1948 when a tornado 
hit Louis Trichardt and caused severe damage. A special meeting of the 
Council was held and an emergency fund was founded in order to help the 
people who had suffered as a result of the storm.” 4 Although nobody had been 
killed, 145 substantial damage was caused. The roof of a house in President 
Street was blown off. 146 The water purification system of Louis Trichardt 
collapsed and the electrical supply was all but destroyed.” 7 In the face of this 
drama the Council resolved that a call would be made for special contributions 
in The Star , Vaderland and Die Transvaler. m As the town was shaken by the 
drama, telegrams of sympathy streamed in. Messages of condolence were 
received from the Prime Minister, Dr. D.F. Malan, Mr. J. Unger, C.H. Blane 
and family, the mayors of Roodepoort and Pietersburg, the South African Red 
Cross, the Governor General and the Barberton Publicity Association.” 9 

A special committee was appointed, on the advice of the Department of 
National Welfare (Volkswelsyn) at the March meeting of the town council. 
They were Councillors S.M.N. Bronn, C. Hanlon and W.C.R. Pypers on behalf 
of the Council; Representatives of the government were the Magistrate Mr. 
D.H. Kretzen, the secretary of National Welfare in Pietersburg; the Post master 
Mr. J.I . Morrison, Representatives of other bodies included Ds. J.H. Frier on 
behalf of the church denominations, Dr. S. Kirk Cohen on behalf of the 
Hospital Board, a representative of the SAVF and a Representative of the Child 
Welfare Society. 150 By the end of December 1948 the emergency fund which 
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had been created to help the distress after the tornado, still had a balance of 
£160.00. 151 

The tornado had a positive effect. It created the opportunity for the Council to 
take a fresh look at the town’s electrical supply. After the tornado the power 
supply to the water works, the line alongside the school, and in Kruger Street, 
Munnik Street, Douthwaite Street as well as President Street, had to be 
repaired. The electrical engineer recommended that the supply to parts of the 
town be rewired. In many places it was extremely dangerous. The work could 
be done at an estimated cost of £700. For the Council it was important to 
contemplate the matter because legally it was responsible in terms of the 
factories, machinery and building laws, for fatal accidents. 152 The finance and 
general purposes committee of the council decided that there were not 
sufficient funds to do such comprehensive work. Instead the electrical engineer 
was instructed to systematically inspect all connections in the town and then 
report to the council. 15 

Health 

Since the founding of Louis Trichardt in 1898 the socio-economic well being 
of the community was in jeopardy as a result of the threat of malaria. Literally 
hundreds of residents of the town, and most probably thousands of people 
along the mountain, were victims of this dreaded disease caused by the disease 
transporting agent - the mosquito. 154 During the depression (1930-31) the 
government took comprehensive measures in combating malaria throughout the 
country. A milestone for the Northern Transvaal was the establishment of the 
research centre for Tropical disease that was established in Tzaneen in 1931. In 
the years to come Dr. D.H.S. (Siegfried Annecke (1895-1955) was to become 
the major protagonist in the extensive campaign aimed at eliminating malaria 
in some of the most fertile areas of the Northern Transvaal 13 ' After World War 
II active steps were taken in and around Louis Trichardt to combat malaria. 
There had earlier on been comprehensive measures introduced,, but the results 
were ineffective. 

In 1945 Mr. G.J. van Niekerk, the Municipal Health Inspector, reported it was 
possible to prevent the mosquitoes from breeding out in town, but the same 
guarantee could not be given for the surrounding region. People suffering from 
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the disease visited the town, on work, whilst residents of the town visited farms 
where the disease would then be contracted. 156 

Jn 1945 the municipality started selling Pyagra to the public at cost price. In 
March the poison was even provided free of charge to impoverished residents 
of the town. 15 * In the period June 1944 to June 1945 the municipality used a 
total of 8 gallons of Pyagra, 600 gallons of anti-malaria oil and 144 gallons of 
paraffin to combat malaria. 158 During tile war years regulations pertaining to 
compulsory gauze wire covering in front of windows and doors, were lifted. In 
October 1945 the health inspector notified the council that in the near future, 
the regulation should once again be enforced. 159 In March 1946 the finance 
committee decided to ask the Department of Health that needy people in Louis 
Trichardl and the district be provided with free gauze wire. The council was 
prepared to oversee the process. 160 

In these years many residents of Soulpansberg would follow a very specific 
procedure in their daily programme. In the evenings the house would be 
sprayed with a Pyagra solution. The hand spray would be used under the 
cupboards, beds and tables. At the same time the gauze wire doors and 
windows would be kept closed to prevent the mosquitoes from entering. At 
school the children would be provided with quinine tablets. Since the 
nineteenth century it was accepted that at the onset of the winter many children 
would be absent from school, sometimes for several weeks. 161 

At the end of 1945 the first experiments were conducted on the use of DDT. 
The malaria larvae were to be treated with the poison. The operation was to be 
undertaken under to supervision of officials of the Department of Community 
Health. They provided the poison. 162 In January 1946 Mr. Van Niekerk 
recommended to the Council it might be good to use the DDT at the abattoir 
where problems were being experienced with flies. He made a point of 
remarking that it had to be bome in mind that DDT was still in an experimental 
phase. Final results were not yet available. Furthermore he stated that 
Pietersburg municipality had started selling DDT to the residents of the 
town. 163 
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The following month it was evident that malaria was going to be severe in the 
months to come. Consequently the Council’s finance committee recommended 
that the SAVF, school principals and residents of the town be informed about 
the matter in advance. It was recommended that free Pyagra be provided to 
needy people in town. Furthermore it was decided to immediately mow the 
lawn on the sidewalks of the town and at the two high school boarding 
residences. 164 

Circumstantial evidence suggests that the post-war introduction of DDT and 
the systematic measures introduced at preventing easy penetration of the 
mosquito into the urban domestic environment yielded good dividends. The 
local campaign was being conducted in isolation. In June 1947 the Health 
Inspector recommended to the Council that Dr. Siegfried Annecke be asked for 
his team to help the council combat malaria. Annette had a large contingent of 
workers and they were responsible for a comprehensive program beyond the 
borders of the town. For Mr. Van Niekerk it appeared to be a sound plan to get 
Annette in to do the work for the council as well. He pointed out that it would 
bring about an estimated saving of £23 in terms of salaries. It could save 
substantial lime. 165 This measure made provision for a uniform combating 
campaign in town and countryside. Over the long term it proved to be the best 
course of action. 

In 1949 the campaign against malaria was so effective that no cases of malaria 
were reported, despite the fact that Louis Trichardt and vicinity had an 
extremely high rainfall during the year. For the period July 1948 to June 1949 
the municipal area had a total of 78 days of rain. The total rainfall was 
measured at 871 millimetres. 166 

In October 1949 the council started making use of DDT emulsion in combating 
malaria. This proved to be cost effective, reducing the costs to about one 
twentieth of what had previously been paid. 161 By 1951 for the third 
consecutive year it was possible for the Council’s Health Inspectorate to report 
that no mature Anopheles mosquitoes had been found in the municipal area. 168 

In the years to come the disease was literally eliminated. For the town it 
augured in a period of rapid economic growth. The loss of human lives and 
valuable productive working hours, meant that commercial and industrial 
activities could make headway. Also socially there were benefits. Phenomena 


164. MALT, Notule Jul. 1945-Jun 1946, p. 142. Rapport van die finans- en algemene 
doeleindekomitee, 1946.02.125. 

165 . MALT, Notule Jul. 1947-Jun. 1948, p. 29. Rapport van die gesondheidsinspekteur vir die 

maand geeindig 30 Junie 1947. 

166 . MALT, Nolules Julie 1949-Junic 1950. p. 109. Gesondheidsvcrslag vir die jaar geeindig 30 

Junie 1949. 

167 . MALT, Notules Julie 1949-Junic 1950, p. 201. Rapport van die gesondheidsinspekteur vir die 

maand Oktobcr 1949. 

168 . MALT, Notules Julie 1951 tot Juoie 1952, p. 22 Gesondhcidsverslag vir die jaar geeindig 30 

Junie 1951. 
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as common as feelings of depression, fever and nausea were something of the 
past and the residents of the town could go about their daily activities, without 
being hampered by lethargy. At local schools the attendance figures rose 
substantially and the important process of education could go ahead unhindered 
by disease. 



Chapter 8 


Socio-economic developments during the bustling 1950’s 


In the 1950’s the politics of apartheid was at the forefront in terms of the 
political ordering of society in Louis Trichardt. Two areas of division, which 
were particularly offensive to most people who disliked apartheid, had a 
bearing on separate amenities and transgressions of the Immorality Act. On 17 
September 1954 the Finance and General Purposes Committee of the Council, 
after a proposal by Clr. J.P.B. Venter, decided that there would be a separation 
between Whites on the one hand and Blacks, Coloureds and Asians on the 
other hand, at the general revenue counters of the municipality. The section for 
Whites was to have a sign board to the effect “Vir Blankes Alleen” while that 
for other races was to be “Naturelle, Kleurlinge en Indiers”. 1 The Indian 
community protested against this and asked through their attorney, Mr. R.L. 
Leach, for the signs to be removed. The Finance and General Purposes 
Committee of the Council however referred the letter to the Council’s 
attorneys. 2 The Council however decided to appoint a special committee of 
three members to investigate the matter "met die oog op gelyke bedienings 
geriewe vir blankes en nie-blankes”. 3 4 Of this however nothing came. 

Sexual intercourse across the racial divide in apartheid South Africa during the 
1950’s was a taboo in terms of the Immorality Act. In February 1957 Mr. D.B. 
Holtzkampf, the Location Superintendent of Louis Trichardt, reported to the 
Council that in the course of the month a White man had visited the township. 
He allegedly wanted to establish contact with one Mr. Da Gama, for firewood. 
When he was found by Council officials his breath smelt of sorghum beer and 
“die belangrikste knope aan sy broek (was) los...van bo tot onder”.' 1 

According to Mr. Holtzkampf: 


1 . MALT, Notules Julie 1954 lot Junic 1955, p. 125. Noiulc van vcrgadcring van die Finans en 

AJgcmcne Docleindcs Komitcc, 1954,09.17. 

2 . MALT, Notules Julie 1954 lot Junie 1955, p. 314. Norule van die vcrgadcring van die finans 

en algemene doeleindes komitcc, 1954.11.19. 

3 . MALT, Notules Julie 1954 tot Junic 1955, p. 347. Minutes ordinary meeting of the Town 

Council 1954.10.22. 

4 . MALT, Notules Julie 1956 tot Junie 1957, p. 482. Rapport van die Lokasic Superintendent vir 

die maand geeindig 28 Febmarie 1957. 
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Meer gevalle het in die verlede voorgekom en dit is blykbaar ‘n 
gewoonte van sekere blankes om misbruik te maak van die 
Lokasieregulasies wat ondoeltreffend is. 5 

It was difficult for these people to be prosecuted because it could only be done 
in terms of Article 11(7) of Chapter 1 of Administrator’s Proclamation 1 of 8 
January 1941. Then it was only on the grounds of a person refusing to leave the 
township when told to do so. It was then considered an offence for any person 
to enter the township without prior permission. 6 

Politics 

In 1952 Ds. J.J.F. van Schoor retired from politics and Mr. E.J. Smith was sent, 
unopposed to parliament. In the election of 1953 Mr. Smith defeated Mr. D.J. 
Opperman of the UP with 4 741 votes to 3 005. 7 In 1958 Mr. S.P. (Fanie) 
Botha was elected for the first time to the parliament in Soutpansberg, when he 
won B. Bezuidcnhoul by 5 415 votes to 2 493. Mr. Botha was to serve the 
constituency in this capacity for 25 years, until his exit from politics in 1983. 8 9 

Another local man who made progress politically was Mr. P.H.C. (Piet) de 
Vaal, a founder member of the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer in about 
1954, who was an attorney, working for the firm of Rooth and Coxwcll. He 
served on the Town Council between 1958 and 1964.° In the 1950’s a number 
of young National Party supporters also became involved in politics. One of the 
dynamic leaders was Mr. John Byles (1918-1994) the science teacher at the 
Louis Trichardt Hoerskool who was elected to the Town Council. Mr. Byles, 
who was married to Alida van Schoor, the daughter of Ds. Van Schoor, 10 * 12 
served for 34 years on the Council as ordinary Councillor, member and 
chairman of the Management Committee, and also as Mayor for a number of 
years. In 1988 he was honoured by the Council when he was granted the status 
of Aldermen of the Council." Clr. Byles was a much loved figure in Louis 
Trichardt, not only as an outstanding and sharp Councillor, 1 " 1 but also as a 
dedicated science teacher. 13 

Cultural developments 

Cultural activities in Louis Trichardt after the war tended to integrate the 
traditional way of life of the rural community with some of the new trends 


5. Ibid., p. 482. 

6. Ibid., p. 482. 

7 . R. AND J. WEIDE (Compilers), Die volledige verkiesingsuitslae van Suid-Afrika 1910-1986. 
(AJphen Park, n.p., n.d., c. 1987), Kiesafdcling: Soutpansberg. 

8. ibid. 

9. D. JOUBERT, "Oom Piet dink aan ‘n halfceu in die regsbcdryF' in Zoutpansberger, 
1997.01.17, p. 10. 

10. ANON., ’Tannie Alida sterf* in Zoutpansberger, 1994.07.15, pp. 1,3. 

11 . ANON., “Malaria eis oom John se lewe" in Zoutpansberger, 1994.04.29, p. 1. 

12. LTT1, p. 218. 980713a, Olivier G.C. (60). Nebo, Louis Trichardt. 

13 . LTT1, pp. 118-20. 980720, Uys, J.F. (69), 38a Erasmus Street, Louis Trichardt. 




Louis Trichardt’s rugby pride in the 1940’s. Mr. Snowy Klusman, who 
had a passion for the game (middle row, third from right) was coach of 
the team at the time. 


Source: MALT 



The Louis Trichardt I s1 15 in the second half of the 1950’s. Back row (1 
to t) Christoe Oosthuizen, Arthur Klasman, Johan Genis, Leon 
Coetzee , unknown, (far right) Furstenburg. 

Middle row: Maish Brenner, Pierre Lombard, Mr. Fritz Barnard 
(coach) and Seun de Swart. 

Front row: Simon Muller, Toet Bezuidenhout, Calitz and Roelf Jacobs. 
Source: M. Brenner Johannesburg. 
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beyond its borders. The local cinema was a favourite pastime and form of 
entertainment. Mr. B.J. Melton's cinema continued to provide the townspeople 
entertainment especially over the weekends. 14 In June 1948 Mr. G.H. Khoja 
applied to the Council to purchase the cinema. It was to be registered on his 
name as well as that of a “European”. The Council however refused to give its 
permission for the takeover. 15 

Also in the Black township the residents were eager cinema goers. In October 
1945 the Council gave permission to Mr. George Ramaphulana to establish a 
cinema on erf 165 in the African township. 16 In February 1949 the Council 
granted Mr. George Mutambi permission to have a cinema on stand 152 in the 
township. He was obliged to construct a suitable operating chamber.' 7 There 
was however in the advisory committee discontent with this arrangement. The 
committee members felt that the license should not be granted to Mutambi as 
he was an “outsider”. 18 A popular film on circuit throughout the country at the 
start of the 1950’s was a local production entitled “Jim comes to Jo'burg” in 
the township. Although the film had the approval of the Department of Native 
Affairs, the Town Council was not keen on giving permission for it to be 
showed in the township. 19 

Social life in Louis Trichardt was rich and vibrant. In the days prior to 
television residents of the town liked visiting each other. Many evenings were 
spent playing canasta with friends. 20 In the district a popular pastime was 
surprise parties. Mr. Gerd Borchers recollected: 

Out of nowhere you would probably get twenty cars turning up at 
your house. Then they would be giving you a surprise party. Thank 
goodness the packing shed was large enough to accommodate these 
various dances. 21 

Dances were also the order of the day, many times as much as twice a week. 
Two of the popular local musicians were Coenie van der Berg, Piet Adendorff, 
as well as Bennie and Thinus Bezuidenhout. They mainly played Boeremusiek 


14 . MALT, Notule Jul. 1947 Jun. 1948, p. 362. Notule gewone vergadering van die sladsraad, 

1948.01.23. 

15 . MALT, Notule Julie 1948-Junie 1949, p. 60. Minutes of meeting of the town Council, 

1948.06.28. 

16. MALT, Notule Jul. 1945-Jun 1946, p. 299. Notule gewone vergadcring van die stadsraad, 
1945.10.26. 

17 . MALT, Notule Julie 1948-Junie 1949. p. 521. Minutes ordinary meeting of the town Council, 

1949.02.25. 

18 . MALT, Notule Julie 1948-Junie 1949, p. 556. Minutes of the native advisory board meeting, 

1949.02.16. 

19. MALT, Notule Julie 1949-Junic 1950, p. 570. Rapport van die lokasie superintendent vir die 
maand geeindig 30 April 1950: MALT, Notule Julie 1949-Junic 1950, p. 605. Notule van die 
gewone vergadering van die stadsraad, 1950.05.23. 

20. LTT1, p. 75. 980514, Mulder J.M. (80), Kokanja Aftree-oord, Nylstroom. 

21 . LTT1, p. 132.980703, Borchers. G.HW. (85). Groningen Flats, Louis Trichardt. 
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and the people simply loved it, according to Mr. Borchers and Mrs. Lona 
Thompson. 2 

In the Indian community of Louis Trichardt there was a lively interaction 
between groups. They spent many hours playing sports such as cricket and 
soccer, but the facilities in the old part of town were inferior. When families 
got together they liked playing card games, such as Klaweijas, also called 304. 
People did not have a lot of money to go on holiday. If however they felt like 
leaving town for a visit they would go down to Johannesburg or Pretoria. Most 
of the time these trips, which were of a social nature, were combined with 
business activities. 23 

In the Black community dances were popular. In May 1950 the Council 
renewed Mr. Willie Maghato’s licence for a dance hall on stand 162 in the 
township. 24 At the municipal compound there was an active beer brewing 
enterprise on the go. The beer was hidden in the vicinity of the compound and 
apparently nobody claimed responsibility for it. Especially on Sundays many 
people would congregate at the compound. Whilst they were waiting for trains 
and buses they would drink. There were also gambling activities in a Sunday at 
the compound. 2 ' It frequently caused irate employers in town to complain to 
the Council. Their labour force often did not mm up for work after a lively 
weekend’s entertainment. 26 

Religion 

In 1950 the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart replaced the Benedictine Fathers 
at the Catholic Mission. The priests who served the Louis Trichardt 
congregation since 1940 were Fathers Urban Strahl (1941-3), Augustine van 
den Broucke (1944-50), William Cadogan (1950-60). The congregation 
underwent considerable growth in this period. The church was active in 
Tshikota and the village of Madombidzha. In Tshikota the congregation played 
an important role in the provision of educational facilities for children of the 
township. 27 

The land on which the Mohammedan Mosque in Louis Trichardt was erected, 
was originally purchased in 1928. As a result of the fact that Section 2 of Act 
No. 37 of 1919 forbade the church to register the land on its name, it was 
registered on the name of the Government on the advice of the Minister of 


22 . Ibid., p. 132; LTTI, p. 210. 980710, Thompson, E. (77), SoeUus Woonstelle, Louis Trichardt. 

23 . LTTI, p. 273. 980815a, Iqbla Ahmed (52), Ahmed Ada (84), Aziz Ayob (64), Ayob Motors. 

Louis Trichardt. 

24 . MALT, Notule Julie 1949-Junic 1950, p. 606. Notule gewonc vergadering van die stadsraari, 

195005.23. 

25 . MALT, Notules Julie 1951 tot Junie 1952, p. 498. Report of the location superintendent for 

the month ended 31st March 1952. 

26. MALT, Notules Julie 1952 tot Junie 1953, p. 196. Minutes of the ordinary meeting of the 
town Council, 1952.10,24. 

27. LTT4 Questionnaire 1/98 for church denominations Louis Trichardt: Roman Catholic Church, 
Louis Trichardt, Father Andrd Stephan, c. March 1998, pp. 1-3. 




The Louis Trichardt Mosque 

Source: J. W.N. Tempelhoff 







Louis Trichardt from the air in April 1954 

Source: Mr. Henk Neethling, Pretoria. 
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Lands. In 1937 the Cassini Suliman family donated an amount of £1 800 
towards paying the costs for the construction of the church. 28 It was a 
community project, which took many years before the ideal could be turned 
into reality. One resident recalled: 

Our parents started collecting money in 1923. It could even have 
been earlier. Every one gave five bob or ten bob a month. It took ... 
many years to collect money to the sum of £10 000. They had 
collected about three quarters of the money locally and in 
neighbouring towns. 29 

At one stage when there were indications that the Group Areas Act was to be 
introduced, the congregation thought of absconding the land. Although there 
was not a fully fledged mosque on the property, there was however a prayer 
room where the believers assembled daily for their prayers. 30 Tire Council at 
first refused to give its approval for the building project. 31 Then in 1954 the it 
was approved. 32 There did exist at the time the possibility that the congregation 
could be told to vacate the premises in terms of the Group Areas Act, but it did 
not occur. In 1955-6 the mosque was taken into use. 

In 1954 the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk congregation, Soutpansberg, was 
formed in the northern part of Louis Tricbardt’s residential area. The town was 
growing at such a rapid rate that the prospects were good for future when a 
total of 250 members formed the parish under the guidance of Ds. C.J.J. 
Vermaak in 1954. The ministers to serve the congregation have been Dii. T. 
van Loggerenberg (1959-67), P.H. de V. Uys (1967-71), S.Z. Venter (1971- 
83), W.L. Reichert (1975-78), A.l. van Zyl (1979-82), G.A. Cruywagen (as 
from 1983), H. Bonnema (1984-90), Dr. P.A. Venter (as from 1987), and Ds. 
W.G.F. Necthling (since 1997) 33 

Culture 

In the White community a number of diverse developments were the order of 
the day. In June 1952 the Finance and General Purposes Committee of the 
Council mooted the plan to establish a museum for Louis Trichardt. It was 
agreed that antiques would be asked from residents for the museum. The 
Council had to take the responsibility of looking after the materials. 34 The SA 
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32 . MALT, Notules Julie 1953 tot Junie 1954, p. 379. Notule van die vergadering van die Finans 
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Noodhulpliga’s Louis Trichardt branch was formed on 24 March 1953. It had 
by June 1953 about 20 members and they provided services to the community 
at public gatherings. 35 In August 1955 the Council gave to the Voorlrekkers the 
old municipal rest camp for the purposes of the Voortrekker commando. The 
kommando had to keep the site in a good condition. 36 In April 1956 the Finance 
and General Purposes Committee, subject to the approval of the Adminstrator, 
offered to grant the Voortrekkers a stand to the south of the old dam wall 
adjoining Trichardt Street. 37 In June 1956 the grant was made by the Council. 38 

The Turbi Hills Shellhole of the local Memorable Order of Tin Hats (MOTHS) 
was founded on 18 July 1955 in Louis Trichardt. In August 1955 the members 
of the shellhole asked the Council for a piece of land either to lease or for sale, 
for the purpose of building a hall. The Council gave permission to the request 
but let it be known that they wanted to know what the Moths intended doing 
with the property. 39 From the outset they proved to be a lively group. The first 
“Old Bill” of the shellhole was Cyril Thompson. The deputy Old Bill was 
Douglas Ramsay. Mike Gelfand was the Pay Bill and the Adjutant was R.H. 
Parmerter.' , ° When the shellhole celebrated its 21st anniversary Cyril 
Thompson was re-elected. On that occasion the shellhole acquired its 
headquarters at 66 Burger Street. Cyril was killed by terrorist rocket fire on his 
farms at Bubye in Zimbabwe in 1986. 41 On 8 February 1956 a special 
committee meeting was held where it was decided that a portion of the 
townlands, to the north of the first fairway of the golf course, between the 
western boundary of the hospital and the eastern boundary of the farm 
Stonehenge be provided to them, at a nominal cost of £10. It was intended for 
the Turbi Hills Shellhole. The MOTHS had to pay for the survey and 
registration of the property. 43 

There were also other heritage projects of particular importance to the town. 
One in particular had to do with the Voortrekker leader Louis Tregardt, In 
1952, under the guidance of Dr. W.J.H. Punt, who had done extensive research 
on the Tregardt Trek, the Genootskap Louis Trichardt was founded in 


35. MALT, Notules Julie 1953 lot Juiiic 1954, p. 76. Annual repon of the chief traffic and licence 
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purposes committee, 1956,04.20. 
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1956.06.27. 

39. MALT, Notules Julie 1955 tot Junie 1956, p. 147. Minutes ordinary meeting of the Town 
Council, 1955.08.25. 
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42. MALT, Notules Julie 1955 tot Junic 1956. p. 555. Report of the meeting of the special 
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Pretoria 43 This organisation set itself the objective of purchasing the land 
where members of the Tregardt trek were buried in Louren?o Marques. They 
wanted to have a garden of remembrance developed on the site. In 1955 the 
Town Council made a contribution of £50 to the project. 44 The Council in May 
1955 voted an amount of £100 for this purpose on the budget. The Mayor was 
also instructed to make calls locally for contributions to the project. The Louis 
Trichardt Garden of Remembrance was eventually officially opened on 12 
October 1968. 45 

The town did not forget its history and its pioneers. In June 1956 Clr. C.J.H. 
van den Berg informed the Council of a number of grave sites on the townlands 
of Louis Trichardt. The Finance and General Purposes Committee then agreed 
to bring in order the little graveyard as soon as possible. 46 

In November 1956 at the time of the Hungarian uprising in Eastern Europe the 
Council formed a Hungarian Aid Fund with Councillor C.J. van den Berg as 
chairman, along with Councillors A.C. Hibbert, F.A. Barnard and O.U. Beck as 
members. From the public the members were Messrs, S.M.N. Bronn, J.C. van 
der Vyver and Mesdames C. Thompson and M. Venter. The Secretary of the 
Fund was to be Mr. B.J. Cronje. The Council also donated an amount of £25 to 
the fund. 47 

In April 1959, at a special meeting of the Council it was decided that the 
municipality would construct a special float for the Taal Fees that was to be 
held in town. 48 The expenditure the Council had on the festivities relating to the 
campaign of “Die Wonder van Afrikaans” was £64/8/11. The expenditure was 
approved by the Council because it was a national project and considered to in 
the interest of a substantial portion of the public. 49 The town also celebrated the 
fiftieth birthday of the formation of the Union in 1910, in considerable style. 
The planning for the celebration of 31 May 1960 already started in October 
1958 when the Council was informed on the plans that had been set in action 
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countrywide. 50 Presenting die local festivities to celebrate the half centenary of 
the Union of South Africa cost the Council £658/2/3. 51 

In 1959 Louis Trichardt’s Rotary Club came into existence. Amongst the first 
member were Messrs. Hugh Sheldon, O.U. Beck, N. Bannatyne and Johan 
Venter. Others included John Torrence, Severus Bronn, Dawid Joubert, Bill 
Menne, Harry Coxwell, C.M. Schimper, D.A. Schultz, F.D. Thomas, C.J. van 
den Berg, H.W. Weldon, F. Beyers, N.K. Evans, M.R. Rottcher and Drr. E. 
Klopper and H.S. Meiring. 52 The Rotarians were actively involved in providing 
aid to travellers through Wyliespoort in 1960 who could not pass through as a 
result of the flooding of the poort. They also helped the 532 refugees in 195 
cars who fled the Congo in 1961. 53 

Education 

By 1952 there were 22 church denominations active in the Black township of 
Louis Trichardt. These churches were also involved in educational activities in 
the community. In terms of the newly evolving policy of apartheid this trend 
was “unfavourable”. Consequently Mr. I van Onselen, a government official 
recommended that the new school proposed for the new Black township had to 
be placed under the control of the Native Education Department. 5 '* In 
December 1953 the Transvaal Education Department was given permission to 
occupy two vacant erven in the New Black Township for the purposes of 
providing educational services in the township. S5 

At the end of January 1957 Mr. D.B. Holtzkampf, the Location Superintendent, 
informed the Council that the accommodation at the “Bantu School” was 
“absolutely insufficient”. It was unhygienic for the number of children 
attending the school. They were using at the time old church buildings and a 
class room “consisting of ant-eaten scale-planks, malthoid and pieces of 
corrugated iron”. 55 Mr. Holtzkampf informed that Council that he had earlier 
made contact with the Under-secretary for Bantu Education. The latter 
informed him that it was possible to accommodate the children in pre¬ 
fabricated classrooms that were build in the township. Mr. Holtzkampf 
suggested to the Council that a letter be written to the educational authorities 
for the provision of the necessary facilities. 57 The Council’s Native Affairs 
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The Standard 5 Class of the Laerskool Louis Trichardt in 1952. The 
teachers (from left to right) are Messrs. Nic van Zyl, Papa Theron, 
Ms. Pollie Odendaal and the Principal, Mr. G.C.B. van Wyk. 

Source: Mr. Ilenk Neethling, Pretoria. 




The Albasini Dam in 1951. Mr. And Mrs. Andre Roux and their 
daughter June (10), took a German visitor to look at the wall. 

Source: Mrs. S. Dickenson, Vereeniging. 
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Committee, immediately suggested that details be acquired in connection with 
the offer of facilities. 58 The Council did however not accept the 
recommendation, but instead resolved that: "the Location Superintendent refer 
the matter to the Transvaal Education Department”. 59 

In March 1957 a Council deputation visited Pretoria and held talks with 
officials in respect of the provision of housing for Blacks in Louis Trichardt. 
They were given to understand that any further housing loans would be directly 
linked to the provision of educational facilities. 60 This implied that if the 
Council wanted to satisfy the local need for labour it had to provide sufficient 
housing. Before it could provide the housing however, it was necessary to also 
provide satisfactory educational infrastructure. 

At the beginning of 1958 a departmental report notified the Council that the 
Department of Bantu Education was to take the responsibility of providing 
educational facilities in the new township. 61 In April 1959 the Native Affairs 
Committee of the Council resolved that application was to be made for the 
raising of a loan to finance the construction of schools and dwellings for a 
caretaker in the township. The existing school plans of the National Housing 
Office were to be used. In order to finance the project an additional 21- was to 
be levied on tenants in the township to pay for the project. 62 Despite a clear 
shortage of sufficient educational facilities in the township, the authorities, 
during the I950’s, would not allow private institutions, such as churches to 
provide education to the residents of the Black township. By the 1960’s 
however they gradually started changing their policies in this respect. 

Commerce 

By the end of 1950 commercial activities in the Louis Trichardt were 
extensive. Messrs. J. Tshikoboko, J. Musandwa, W, Nkuna, F. KJiangala and 
J.M. Raphunga were the local wood and coal dealers. The Hotel Louis was still 
under the management of Mr. J. Marcuse. The General dealers in Louis 
Trichardt were Shah Bros (Pty) Ltd., Bob’s Bazaar, Rooi Winkel. The Surat 
Trading Company, B.B. Bazaar, Northern Furnishers, M. IChanderia and Sons, 
A, Adam and Company, G.B. Cash Store, Khoja Cash Store, Messrs. Lytons, 
G.J, Snyder’s Sonskyn Winkel, H. Ayob, Mansuli (Pty) Ltd, Patrick’s Cash 
Store in the Black township, and also the shop of Mary Marema in the 
township. Star Trading and Ladies Fashions. The major local wholesale 
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merchant was A. Gokal and Sons. As far as motoring was concerned L&R 
Engineering Works and Slabbert Tyre Depot, were responsible for garage 
services in town. The Zoutpansberg Milling Company had the only milling 
license in town. The shoemakers were Bob Nephava in the Black township and 
G.J.J. Oosthuizen. G.G. Dannhauzer, Bobby Rangani, R. Coetzer and G.M. 
Hattingh were the owners of the hairdressing parlours in town and the Black 
township. The tailor was R. Sinclair and the funeral undertaker was Mr. D.J.A. 
Coetzee. The major dealers in mineral water in Louis Trichardt were Dungarshi 
Moraijec and Co., Limpopo Distributors (Pty) Ltd., Louis Trichardt Motors, 
Louis Trichardt Bottle Store and J. Marcuse of the Hotel Louis. K. Sundarjee 
and Son had the malt factory. K. de Prieelle had the only butchery and general 
produce merchant licence in Louis Trichardt. The major dairy producer in town 
was J.S. Henning of the farm Sweetwaters, near Elim. 6S 

In 1952 Mr. Frans Vennaak of Nelspruit settled in Louis Trichardt and started 
Louis Trichardt Radio & Elektries. As a keen amateur radio enthusiast Mr. 
Vennaak played an important role in helping with the establishment of a line of 
communications when a rainstorm damaged the road at Wyliespoort in 1957 
and made it inaccessible for motor transport 64 In 1955 Mr. Andy Anderson and 
his wife, Marga, settled in Louis Trichardt and successfully build up Andy’s 
Brandies Bottle Store. Mr. Anderson met his wife in Switzerland during World 
War II. He was an escaped prisoner of war. 65 In 1957 Mr. Cliff Grossberg took 
over as Managing Director of Louis Trichardt Furnishers, In the years to come 
he was to play an important role in promoting the sport of judo, establishing the 
Lions Club in town, and served as an active local member of the Wildlife 
Society. 66 

Louis Triehardt’s banking sector, representing the financial growth of the town, 
made headway in the 1950's. In 1950-1 Standard Bank purchased the stand 
between the municipal offices and the post offices at a price of £7 500. In 
March 1953 the new bank building was taken into use. 67 Volkskas started doing 
business in town in 1961, followed by Trust Bank in 1967. 68 

Local Black entrepreneurs who had meanwhile branched out into the transport 
business, such as Mr. J. Mulaudzi, started bringing in people to town from the 
northeastern parts of Venda. Previously it was difficult for these people to 
travel to town. 69 Once they had the opportunity of traveling in relative comfort 
to the town at the southern foot of the Soutpansberg, local trade benefited. 
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Many Black shoppers preferred to do business at the Indian stores. 70 
Apparently the Indian traders made themselves popular with the people by 
giving them pasella (gifts). 71 There were other reasons too. One elderly 
resident of Zamekomst explained: 

In the Indian shops the Black people could go in. There were a few 
shops only for Whites. The Black people did not go to those shops. 

They were used to going to the Indians because they could 
understand one another easily. 72 

Another person explained: 

At (a White owned shop which incidentally was 
also very popular), when you wanted to go and buy 
there, they would say we have to go out, it was not 
a shop for the Black people.... I remember when I 
went to buy the shirt of khaki there, a friend of 
mine, the White man, he went to buy the shirt for 
me there. 73 

Louis Trichardt’s Black township also had its own bustling commercial sector. 
The local businessmen were, amongst other, Messrs. Simon Tshuma, 
Rhaphalalani and Nbetshilindi, There was a shop where bicycle repairs were 
done and primus stoves fixed. Mr. Moses da Gama, who had the local 
scrapyard was also responsible for doing repairs to cars. One man, known as 
Awie, was the local butcher, Mr. Rapunga used to buy up cattle in the township 
and from time to time he would slaughter some animals. The meat was then 
sold in the township. 74 

For the White residents of Louis Trichardt activities in respect of shopping 
were well-integrated with social interaction of a comprehensive nature. They 
would for example start at the grocer and ultimately gravitate towards the Great 
North Cafe, or the Hotel Louis on the comer of Trichardt and Krogh Streets. 75 
Office workers also liked meeting at the Great North after work for a cup of 
coffee or tea. 76 Apart from being a pleasant eating place, the Great North Cafe 
was also a landmark in Louis Trichardt for many a resident. The first matric 
class of Louis Trichardt Hoerskool in 1947 held their farewell at the Great 
North Cafe. 17 In the early 1950’s Mr. Naas Pohl and his wife Lettie started the 
Central Milk Bar in Trichardt Street. It used to be a fishmonger shop which 
they turned into a 50’s style restaurant aimed at attracting especially the young 
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people of the town. 78 In 1953 they were financially strong enough and were 
able to purchase the Great North Cafe from a man of Greek origin who had 
owned it for a number of years. In the advertisement colummns of thcr 
Zoutpansberger, of 5 June 1953, shoppers were offered "service, cleanliness 
and civility”. 79 In I960 they sold the shop to Mr. Andrew Tokalon of Pretoria. sn 


Fresh produce market 

In 1950 the issue of the fresh produce market surfaced again - this time in a 
different guise, A number of local organisations took the initiative to organise 
what was described as “morning markets” where fresh produce was sold. The 
organisers included the N.H. of G. Kerk, Louis Trichardt, Levubu Child 
Welfare Society, the local branch of the Suid-Afrikaanse Vrouefederasie, the 
Louis Trichardt Methodist Church Women’s Auxiliary, the Child Welfare 
Society in Louis Trichardt and the Ned. Herv. Sustersvereniging. 81 In August 
1951 the Traffic inspector complained about the trading activities at the site of 
the morning market on Saturdays. A local farmer had started selling his fresh 
produce - vegetables and eggs - at the site. There was another farmer who also 
started with similar activities. The Traffic inspector was concerned about this 
state of affairs. It affected the business of other fresh produce traders in town 
who annually paid for trading licences. It also posed a threat for the traffic 
passing by in the region. It was at that time already the busiest intersection in 
Louis Trichardt. 82 

In July 1954 the Licensing Committee of the Council in response to a letter that 
had been written by the attorneys Mathews and Snyman, conceded that the 
Council was unable to prevent farmers from selling their produce in town. The 
Traffic Inspector was however to be instructed to see which erven could be set 
aside, to make provision for people selling fresh produce in town. 83 In terms of 
Act 32 of 1925, as amended by Act 47 of 1949, it was not necessary for a 
farmer to have a license in order to dispose of his produce. The Council 
however had the right to restrict the areas in town where the fresh produce 
could be sold. 84 The Traffic Chief pointed out to the Council in a special report 
that the farmers were obstructing the flow of traffic in Krogh Street whenever 
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(hey sold their produce. He was of (he opinion that they should be moved out to 
the intersection of Krogh and Devenish Streets in the north and Krogh and 
Erasmus Street in the south. 85 Another source of concern for him was the fact 
that they were liable to conform to the health regulations of the town. 86 The 
Finance and General purposes committee then recommended to the Council 
that a special committee be appointed to investigate the matter. 87 

In August 1954 the Council appointed Councillors F.A. Barnard, S.P. du 
Plessis and D.J.A. Coetzee to serve as special committee and make 
recommendations on the matter. 88 The committee was also instructed to give 
consideration to the establishment of a fresh produce market. 89 The committee 
recommended to the Council that no fresh produce sales be conducted in Krogh 
Street between Devenish in the north, Erasmus Street in the south. Burger 
Street in the East and Munnik Street in the West. Outside the specified area no 
specific permission was to be granted to the farmers to sell their produce. It 
was maintained that later on the Council could take a decision as to making 
provision for a market place. 90 The Council accepted these proposals. 91 The 
Matamba Farmers’ Association was perturbed by the arrangement of the 
Council and protested about the matter. The Council’s response was that it did 
not oppose farmers who wanted to sell their produce. But the Council could 
determine where it wanted the selling of this produce to take place. 92 

In October 1954 the Soutpansberg Banana and Tropical Products Association 
of Levubu requested the Council permission to erect a shelter at the railway bus 
station. The Council approved of this, and placed the Foreman of Works in 
charge of the project. 93 In a report he compiled for the Council at the start of 
1955, the Town Clerk recommended that the market should not be re¬ 
established. He was in favour of promoting the sale of fresh produce on the site 
where the old market was and even improving it again. But it literally had to 
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become a community driven project. 9,1 Initially there was no response on the 
side of the farmers’ association in respect of the proposed meeting. 5 

A special committee of the Council - contrary to the wishes of the Town Clerk 
- decided to recommend to the Council that consideration be given as soon as 
possible to the re-establishment of the fresh produce market. It was also 
decided to recommend to the Council that a round table meeting be held 
between members of the Farmers Union and the local Chamber of Commerce 
in connection with the potential of the market. 96 The Town Council was in 
favour of the recommendation. 97 The committee comprising Councillors C.H. 
Roux, F.A. Barnard, J.J. Byles and C.B. Lategan, as well as the Town Clerk 
Mr. B.J. Cronje and the typist, Mrs. M. van den Berg, along with Mr. J. Eloff 
(representative of the Farmers Union), Mrs. Miller (of the Women's 
Agricultural Union) and Mr. O.U. Beck of the Chamber of Commerce, met in 
April 1955 and decided to recommend to Council that the municipal market be 
re-established. Provision had to be made in the estimates for the new year to 
finance the project. The old market place had to be brought into a good state of 
repair. A municipal official had to be put in charge of the auctions on a part 
time basis. Morning markets had to be held on Saturday mornings and that 
these markets be conducted in terms of the Market By-laws. Finally it was 
recommended that all the associations involved be asked to promote the cause 
of the market once it was ready to be started. 98 These proposals were accepted 
by the Council. 99 

By October 1955 the fresh produce market was doing very well. Two Council 
officials worked at the market on a part time basis. It was also considered 
necessary to appoint a third person to help them. Furthermore it was given 
through to the Council that fresh fruit producers had to be approached and 
asked as to whether they were not interested in marketing some of then- 
produce locally. 100 In November 1956 the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee recommended to the Council that the market be closed as from 1 
December. The building however had to be placed at the disposal of sellers 
wanting to dispose of their produce. All the arrangements in connection with 
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buying and selling had to be made personally by the persons involved. 101 The 
fact of the matter was that the market over a period of two months when it was 
operational for an experimental run, cost the Council £342/14/7. The 
commission earned amounted to £46/0/3 and the losses incurred amounted to 
£296/14/4. 102 Mr. Cronje was of the opinion that the Council should close 
down the market. There was not a fulltime worker which could be employed to 
do the job. 103 The market gradually died a natural death as a result of disinterest 
on the side of the public. 

The development and decline of the fresh produce market in Louis Trichardt 
during the 1950’s should be seen directly in the context of what was happening 
in Levubu at the time. In the period 1946-8 the construction work of the 
Albasini Dam started. The dam was completed, for irrigation purposes to 
Levubu, in 1951. 104 This development implied that it would be possible for the 
number of, agricultural units at Levubu to be increased. Consequently when the 
second phase of settlement at Levubu started in 1954 an increased production 
of fresh produce was the order of the day. 105 

Very soon production surpluses, especially in as far as banana production was 
concerned was the order of the day. The highly profitable export market was 
beginning to collapse. Consequently, in order to start consolidating the 
production and the activities of the farmers in the Levubu region the 
Zoutpansbergse Kooperatiewe Piesanglavekersmaatskappy Bpk (Zelpro) was 
founded in 1956. Elsewhere in the Lowveld, such as Tzaneen and, Burgershof 
as well as in neighboring Mozambique production shot up substantially. With 
the founding of the co-operative it was now possible for the farmers to market 
their produce in concert and also start paving the way for the establishment of a 
Banana Board, which could keep exercise some form of control on 
production. 106 Once the consolidation of agricultural interests started taking 
shape, the Levubu farmers were no longer so reliant on the local market for 
sales. Levubu and its farmers had become part of a highly profitable trade in 
subtropical fruit exports. 

Industrial developments 

By 1950 it was generally thought that the Council should start enjoying some 
benefits from the local prospecting and mining activities. In August 1950 Town 
Clerk and the Council’s attorney negotiated an agreement with Mr. Kling, in 
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terms of which a 12,5 per cent royalty per ton on the gross value of all base 
metals, minerals or ores mined, were to be paid to the Council. Mr. Kling 
further had to pay the Council £120 per annum in the First year, £180 for the 
second year; £240 in the third year; £300 for the fourth year; £360 for the fifth 
year; £500 for the sixth year and thereafter £1 000 per annum. After the 
fifteenth year the payment would be £2 000 per annum." 7 In 1951 the Council 
earned a mere £20 in royalties from Mr. Wing’s contract. 108 In 1953 the list of 
minerals in the area of Soutpansberg were described as salt, vermiculite, 
asbestos and marble. 109 

The timber industry remained an important part of Louis Trichardt’s industrial 
sector in the 1950’s. 110 Small saw milling operations, such as that of P.C. 
Bronkhorst 1 " and the firm of S.P. du Plessis and A.B. Booysen" 2 were able to 
do lucrative business. The small saw milling operations however had to 
diversify. It was not unusual for these companies to also conduct general 
trading activities, Enterprising farmers also tried their hand at saw milling. Mr. 
Steve Fourie at Waterpoort was one. 113 He however later confined himself 
exclusively to farming and running a general trading concern. In the Black 
township of Louis Trichardt some residents also made a living from collecting 
and selling timber. The wood was usually fetched twice a day with a trolley at 
Hanglip. It was then sold in the township." 4 

The townspeople in turn were also entrepreneurs in their own right. At the end 
of the 1950’s many parts of the townlands of Louis Trichardt in the residential 
area, were planted with mealies. Cattle walking and grazing in the streets of the 
town, were also a general sight." 5 Small firms, providing they had the right 
goods and services were sure to make a success. Mr. D.J. Crafford in 1958 
started up a lucrative business, Suiderkruis Windpompe. The firm sold and 
fitted the equipment of an Australian firm which at the time manufactured the 
world’s largest windmills. For more than a decade he provided, from his 
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business in town, several hundred farmers in the Soutpansberg region with 
windmills." 6 

It was however the larger firms which provided the basis for definite growth. In 
January 1950 Messrs. Hardwood Timbers were allowed by the Council to start 
sawing operations in the industrial area of Louis Trichardt." 7 In the same year 
Shefeera Timbers started with extensions to their operations at Louis Trichardt. 
They established a timber treatment plant. The company took over 12 erven in 
the new industrial township. At the time it was the only plant of its kind in the 
area north of Pretoria. It was estimated that the cost of the machinery to be used 
amounted to more than £30 000. The company was of the opinion that it would 
be able to earn about on average £80 000 from the initiative. In the process a 
portion of Vorster Street had to be closed off. They also wanted the existing 
power current used by the firm to be temporarily relayed ' 18 By 1953 the timber 
industry in Louis Trichardt was well developed. Apart from the timber cutting 
activities at the local sawmills, there were also tree nurseries as well as a 
factory for the manufacture of roof trusses and railway sleepers." 9 Forestry and 
related industrial activities were set to become part of the economic backbone 
of Louis Trichardt. 120 

In 1957 a young official working for the Department of Lands at Levubu, Mr. 
Bertie le Roux, applied to the Department of Agriculture for a some 
macadamia seeds. 121 He was told by the Director of the Citrus and Subtropical 
Horticultural Research station in Nelspruit Mr. A. van der Merwe, that the 
potential of the nut was still uncertain, but it deserved to be given a chance. 122 
Consequently Mr. Le Roux was provided with 1,5 lbs. (0,675 kg) of 
macadamia seed. 123 Mr. Le Roux did manage to get the trees growing and 
became one of the pioneers of macadamia farming in the Levubu Valley. 124 

In 1959 the printing industry of Louis Trichardt made considerable headway 
when Mr. Dick Kirsten (1921-1997) started his printing shop in Munnik Street 
next to the old cinema. Mr. Kirsten, who previously worked for the 
Government Printers in Pretoria, and also founded Menlo Printers in Pretoria, 
before settling in Louis Trichardt, played an important role in providing local 
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businesses with printing services which previously had been provided by firms 
from outside of town. 5 A remarkable aspect of Mr. Kirsten’s printing press, 
which later moved to Trichardt Street, was that he used old Heidelberg printing 
machines. These machines which were in earlier years considered to be the best 
printing presses, by the 1980's became ‘old fashioned’ as a result of modem 
technological development. Mr. Kirsten however kept on working with his 
machines. For many a printer, the Kirsten press was a model printing shop, as 
late as the 1990’s. Mr. Kirsten kept his Heidelberg machines in top working 
condition and was able to carry providing service of a high standard. 126 It was 
however not only in the printing industry that Mr. Kirsten played an important 
role. He was also over the years to play an active and inspiring role in cultural 
and service circles in Louis Trichardt over the years. 

Black industrial activity 

It is generally assumed that the Black population of Louis Trichardt hardly 
contributed to the industrial development of the town when it came to using 
their own initiative. Nothing could be further removed from reality. In many 
respects these Black people were, as far as the White society was concerned, 
basically fit only to perform work in the interest of White initiated commerce 
and industry. The Black residents of the town and district were in all respects 
late comers to the urban capitalist environment. They did not have all the skills. 
Neither did they have all the financial resources. Yet, despite legal 
impediments and general social discrimination these people were able to 
initiate some industrial and commercial activities, which ultimately was proof 
that they could be entrepreneurs in their own right. Should one look beyond the 
law, it is evident that the Black population, despite suppression, were 
economically very active. One example was tlie illegal brewing of beer. 

In August 1945 the superintendent of the location arrested 13 men who had 
been responsible for transgressions of the sorghum beer law. They were all 
found guilty and each paid a fine of between 15/- and £6. The superintendent 
destroyed 300 gallons of sorghum beer. 127 The residents of the township 
became wary of the authorities and started brewing their beer at some distance 
from their houses. It was consequently difficult determining who was 
responsible for the illegal brewing. 128 It is difficult to determine precisely how 
many residents of the township participated in brewing the beer. An impression 
can be gained from the following. In May 1946 a total of 23 women were 
prosecuted for brewing beer. Most of the women (17) resided in the township. 
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but six came from north of the old station. 120 Production also appeared to be 
relatively high. In April 1947 five women produced 400 gallons of beer at the 
brick ovens and the municipal compound. 130 As the population of the town 
started growing, beer production also increased. In January 1948, 21 women 
who resided in the township were arrested and put on trial in court. They were 
all found guilty. 131 

It is an undeniable fact that the suppression of the beer brewing placed a 
damper on the economic activities of the Black population of Louis Trichardt. 
The Council was also made aware of this by members of the Native Advisory 
Committee. One of the members, Mr. S. Netshiiindi, strongly opposed the 
municipality’s measures to clamp down on brewing activities. He felt that 
women who were stand holders should be allowed to brew a limited amount of 
beer. Furthermore he also wanted summary imprisonment halted. The women 
first had to be sentenced by the court before such measures could be taken. 132 
Beer brewing activities however increasingly became a legal problem, 
especially after the suppliers also started selling brandy and other strong 
liquor. 133 

Another activity of Black industrial initiative had a bearing on laundry work. In 
the 1950’s the laundry of many residents of Louis Trichardt was washed in the 
Black township. This was a practice which had been the order of the day, it 
seems, for many years. 134 According to Mrs. A. Green the washing was 
managed by one Mr. Tshitzumba. Some of the elderly women in the township 
would collect the washing in town and then bring it to the washing place. Once 
the clothes was washed, dried, and ironed, it would be returned to the owners. 
Some residents of the town even brought their cloths to the township to have it 
washed. 135 The problem was that by the 1950’s with the growing need for 
water resources, restrictions were introduced by the Council. It was no longer 
possible for the residents of the township to use water at all times of the day. 
Consequently cuts had to be made in consumption patterns. Tshikota was the 
first to be affected. 136 Laundry operations in the community, it also transpired, 
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were in many cases in (he employment of people who were resident outside the 
township. Consequently it was an easy decision for the Council to halt the 
operation. 137 Some of the people however still carried on with the work.' 38 

The washing industry in the township had its creative side. One gentleman of 
the township, Mr. John Moloto, who loved gardening would dam up the water 
coming from the washing activities and used it to water his fruit trees and 
vegetable garden. 139 

There was also during the 1950’s a trend on the side of especially the Black 
women resident behind the Soutpansberg to start with industrial activities 
which were related to ancient food gathering traditions. Annually the rural 
women would enter into an agreement with a local bus service to take them to 
areas where the mopane worms ( masonga) occured in large numbers. The 
women would then collect worms, clean them out and dry them. The produce - 
a traditional African delicacy - would then be sold to local Indian traders. With 
the money they earned, the women would purchase the domestic goods they 
required. The Indian traders then sold the masonga to local consumers and to 
other traders elsewhere in the Transvaal where the food was eaten. 140 

Louis Trichardt’s brick making industry and the building sector 

Perhaps the most reliable barometer of industrial development in Louis 
Trichardt after World War II can be linked to the manufacturing of bricks. In 
1946, shortly after the first stands had been purchased in Extension 1 of Louis 
Trichardt four applications for the establishment of brick making quarries were 
received from Messrs. Kruger & Van Blerk, C.J. Herbst, B. Otto and J.G.G. 
Oosthuizen. The Council’s finance committee approved the applications. 141 In 
May 1946 a special committee of the Council started with plans to make 
available about 25 brick making claims in the area between the Pietersburg 
road, the river and the Pietersburg wagon and train bridges. The brick makers 
rented their plots of land at 7/6 per claim.' 42 

A typical industrial environment was soon the order of the day at the 
brickyards. At tire beginning of 1947 Dr. S. Kirk-Cohen told the Council that 
the brick fields of the town proved to be an eyesore. He proposed that they be 
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properly fenced off and latrines had to be provided for the workers on the site. 
There also had to be water piped to the site. 143 

Brick making was lucrative. In February 1948 the Great North Brick and Tile 
Co applied for 15 more brick making sites in Louis Trichardt. 144 By the end of 
1950 this concern, along with that of S.C. Bezuidenhout and C.E. Schlcssinger 
were responsible for all the brick making activities in Louis Trichardt. 145 As the 
demand for bricks continuously increased, the quality deteriorated. In 
November 1953 Mr. Lloyd Buchanan, the Town Engineer of Louis Trichardt, 
took local brick makers to task for manufacturing what he described as the 
“worst bricks in the Southern Hemisphere”. He recommended to the Council 
that the local brick makers submit samples of their bricks to the South African 
Bureau of Standards (SABS). He was of the opinion that the Council would be 
doing the community a service by laying down such a requirement. 140 

The Finance and General Purposes Committee took the advice to heart and 
issued a warning that if the brick makers did not conform to some standard of 
quality the Town Engineer might refuse permission for buildings to be 
constructed with their bricks. 147 The Council however appeared to be a little 
more careful and determined that it first of all had to be ascertained as to 
whether it was possible for the brick makers in town to manufacture bricks 
which complied with the requirements laid down by the SABS. 148 Gradually 
the quality of bricks produced locally improved, thanks to the watchful eye of 
municipal officials who had the interests of the community at heart. 

Drama 

As far as dramatic events were concerned, the natural elements once again had 
a major effect on the urban community of Louis Trichardt. Between December 
1957 and January 1958 cyclone Astrid caused substantial damage in the 
Soutpansberg area. The river at Wyliespoort, where the construction of the new 
National Road had almost been completed, everything was flooded. Parts of the 
road under construction, were completely damaged. 149 About 80 Rhodesian 
tourists, on their way back to Rhodesia were caught up in the disaster and were 
unable top pass through the mountain. They then called at the municipal offices 
for help. Mr. Frans Jacobs provided one of the hostels at one of the local 
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schools for the people. 150 Food was organised as local farmers brought in meat 
and vegetables. The Mayor established an aid fund for the people and the sum 
of £190 was raised. The money was then handed over to the people who were 
short of money. All tourists who had a shortage of money now were in a 
position to travel further. The Town Clerk reported: 

Hierdie gebeurtenis het Louis Trichardt op die kaart geplaas sover 
Rhodesie betref en sal ons sekerlik in die toekoms daarby baie 
baat. 151 

In the years to come the maintenance of friendly ties with the Rhodesians were 
to be of importance to Louis Trichardt. It was one of the major boosts to the 
economy of the town as Rhodesia became the target of an international 
economic boycott. 

Communications: Louis Trichardt and the National Road 

By the 1950’s, as Louis Trichardt was in the process of emerging as a regional 
urban centre, the importance of the National Road passing through the town 
was evident. In May 1952 the Town Council were informed by officials of the 
National Roads Board that the town would not be by-passed when the new 
National Road was constructed. At the time plans were set in motion to 
construct a new bridge in town on the Petersburg road, and also the Messina 
Bridge was to be widened. 152 As a gesture of goodwill the Council in February 
1954 resolved there would be a festive celebration when the town was linked to 
the National Road. 153 For the town the new road was beneficial. In March 1954 
it was disclosed that both Rissik and Krogh Streets were to be reconstructed 
and tarred by the National Roads Board, as it was part of the National Road. 15 ' 1 

In his monthly report for September 1955 the Town Clerk Mr. B.J. Cronje 
informed the Council that the National Roads Board was prepared to tar the 
streets of Louis Trichardt, joining up with the National Road, at a cost of £15 
000. Mr. Cronje then held talks with the responsible engineer, one Mr. 
Simonovich, who suggested the Council should opt for the proposal. It was at 
that stage not feasible for the Council to do the work internally. 1 5 

Relations between the Council and the road builders was sound - but only for 
as long as the work was making progress. In April 1956 it came to the attention 
of Clr. F.A. Barnard that the construction of the National Road across the 
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mountain had been halted. Part of the plant and the machinery had been taken 
back to Pretoria. There was considerable dissatisfaction and the Council 
resolved to hold a meeting with the local MP and MPC to see if they could not 
put matters right. 156 The Council also made sure that the interests of the town 
were always at the forefront. In April 1958 the Town Clerk, Mr. B.J. Cronje, 
complained that the Department of Transport was very prescriptive. The 
National Roads Commission placed severe limitations on commercial activities 
along the parts of National Road passing through town. Mr. Cronje felt this was 
not necessary. In other towns, where the road passed through, there were many 
businesses along the national road. It was not fair for Louis Trichardt to be 
impeded in terms of developments, he argued. 157 After negotiations the Council 
and the roads authorities were able to sort out their differences. 158 

The road construction project also had its critics outside the Council chamber. 
It became a controversial issue for many Soutpansberger when it was 
announced that the existing road through Wyliespoort was to be replaced by a 
modem road with two tunnels passing through a part of the mountain. The 
people of the mountain for some reason or another, always had a sentimental 
attachment to the old historical road, built at the start of the century. According 
to one local resident the opponents of the tunneling project were people who 
lived in the vicinity of Vivo and Dendron. They wanted the road to pass on 
their side of the mountain. I,g On 27 May 1959 a meeting was held by the 
Soutpansberg Farmers' Association. The issue under discussion was the new 
“Wylie’s Poort Tunnel”. The Association’s members were of the opinion that 
the scheme had to be stopped. The old road just needed repair work. It was felt 
that the scenic beauty of the poort should not be affected. They also thought the 
tunneling project would be very costly. The meeting then decided they would 
appoint a delegation to take the matter up with the Administrator of the 
Transvaal. Fortunately the Town Clerk, Mr. Ben Cronje, who attended the 
meeting, was able to stem the tide of discontent. He explained it was not a good 
plan to try and halt the road building project. It did not make sense to interfere. 
The authorities had already decided on the scheme and substantial progress had 
been made. 160 By taking a firm stand in defense of the project, Mr. Cronje most 
probably did the town and the thousands of travelers using the road a great 
service. 
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Conclusion 

The 1950’s marked the start of a period of rapid development in Louis 
Trichardt. In terms of commerce and industry the town was well on its way to 
become the bustling urban hub of the Soutpansberg. Somehow the frontier 
spirit was also still very much alive. Activities in respect of controversy around 
the fresh produce market and the creative responses of the agriculturalists of 
the region tell the story of a community well on its way towards shaping its 
own destiny. As far as the Black community of the urban environment was 
concerned it is clear that the policies of apartheid were operating to the 
detriment of their upward mobility as individuals and community. They were 
part of a process - urbanisation - that was the order of the day in the Western 
World, since the late nineteenth century. In some respects it is evident the 
support systems necessary for the compassionate treatment of people in the 
process of a transition from a traditional rural to a modem urban environment, 
were either hopelessly inadequate or totally absent. Some communities were at 
the time literally driven towards helping each other. The Indian community, 
tended to extend a helping hand to the Black people who also had to contend 
with the discriminatory policies of the government. In the process a strong 
bond of mutual support, which had been in existence politically since the 
beginning of the century, was further strengthened. 161 

The 1950’s also marked the growth of a significant civic pride in the town’s 
local government. This was evident in activities related to formal symbols of 
the status of local government and communal identity. 

The first plans for a mayoral chain were mooted in 1958 when municipal 
officials approached the firm of Fattorini Ltd. in London, for the manufacture 
of the mayoral chain. In March 1958 the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee approved the purchase of chains for the mayor and deputy 
mayor. 102 At that point in time, the Council received quotations of R441 for the 
manufacture of the chain and R305 for the manufacture of the municipal 
emblem, all in 9carat gold, 163 It was then decided to find out from the South 
African Mint if the work could be done more cost effectively. The subsequent 
quotation they received was estimated at between R600 and R700. The 
Director of the Mint however pointed out to the Council that the emblem of the 
town was not correct in terms of heraldic conventions. They were advised to 
have the emblem properly designed. The College of Heralds in London 
consequently was commissioned to design the coat of arms. Then the S.A. Mint 
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was instructed to manufacture the mayoral chain, for which the Council in June 
1961 paid R732.60. 164 

Tlie history of the coat of arms, at the time, was closely interfaced with that of 
the mayoral chain. At the beginning of 1959 Mr. Ben Cronje applied to the 
College of Arms in London for a Coat of Arms of Louis Trichardt. In the 
preliminary instructions he explained that the emblem had to contain a drawing 
of Hangklip, a cultivated agricultural field, an orange tree, an Afrikaner bull, 
the head of a lion and palm branches. He was informed that some alterations 
had to be made to the design to signify more symbolic elements. 165 The cost of 
the design was set on £157.10.0 plus an additional £82.10.0 for supporter 
elements on the design. 160 The Municipal Coat of Arms arrived in the course of 
July 1960. It was then registered in terms of Section 171 of the Local 
Government Ordinance 1939 of the Transvaal Provincial Administration. 167 
Shortly afterwards Mr. Cronje informed the Council that a Bureau for Heraldry 
was in the process of being founded in South Africa as a result of requests to 
this effect by the United Municipal Executive, the Department of Education, 
Art and Science, concept law was formulated. One implication of this 
arrangement was that it would in future no longer be necessary to have coats of 
arms drawn and registered in London. 168 By implication it also meant that in 
due course Louis Trichardt’s coat of arms redesigned and registered, this lime 
in South Africa. However more than two decades would pass before the 
adjustment was made. 
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Chapter 9 


Louis Trichardt’s Black township 1945-63 


Louis Trichardt’s first Black township was proclaimed on 15 October 1917. 1 It 
was situated on land to the north of the current township, Tshikota. When it 
was founded, the development of the township was in line with the 
government’s policy of segregation. This policy which was already outlined by 
the Lagdcn Commission as early as 1905, basically made provision for 
townships where people of colour would reside. The philosophy behind the 
thinking of the government officials and the politicians was that in the urban 
areas it would not be sensible to have people resident who came from a 
different culture as the White residents. At the same time it was important to 
have a contingent of working people who had to perform menial tasks. 
Consequently townships were proclaimed close to all towns in South Africa. 

The rapid growth of these townships were speeded up by the 1913 Land Act. 
Many Africans no longer had legal claim to the land on which they were living. 
Some people were even forced to leave the farms on which they had been 
living for many generations. In order to address the problems that arose with 
the Land Act of 1913 the government appointed the Beaumont Commission in 
1917 to try and alleviate some of the administrative stresses experienced by the 
Land Act. Abortive attempts were made at trying to allocate more land for the 
use of Black people in rural areas. This proved to be unsuccessful. The 
evolution of urban locations for Black people in South Africa was essentially a 
spontaneous and unplanned situation. This gave rise to very unhygienic and 
poor living conditions. 2 In Louis Trichardl the situation was not different. The 
town was situated in a predominantly Black region where by far the greatest 
number of inhabitants were Black. 

Louis Trichardt was also in essence a thoroughfare for people of colour. 
Thousands of Black people annually passed through the town, either on their 
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way to, or back from the Witwatersrand as migrant labourers. The township 
was often a destination where people stayed over for a while before leaving 
once again. As a result of the limited job opportunities, the population of the 
township could not develop any faster. By the 1930’s there was already a 
shortage of housing. On the one hand the municipal authorities were 
responsible for helping the town’s Black residents to acquire houses. On the 
other hand it had to prevent a large influx of people into the township. After 
1936, with the passing of the Hertzog Land Act, it became even more difficult 
for people of colour to secure land for themselves in the Northern Transvaal. 
The drift to urban centres continued unabated. What was also a major drawing 
card to Louis Trichardt was the fact that there were labour recruitment offices 
in town. Young and able males were taken from town to destinations elsewhere 
in Southern Africa where they could earn a living as migrant labourers. 

After World War II there was more pressure on the local authority of Louis 
Trichardt to provide housing for its Black inhabitants. Many Black soldiers 
returned from the war. Some did not want to reside in their traditional areas and 
tended to move to town. They also considered themselves as deserving better 
accommodation. Consequently a situation of congestion arose in the local 
township. In June 1945, the local Location Superintendent, Mr. M. Lubbe had 
no less than 40 applications for stands in the township. 3 Allocating the stands 
was not an easy task. On occasion a stand had been granted to a 15 year old 
boy. Furthermore, many of the people applying for land were described as 
“strangers” by the local residents. People from as far as Portuguese East Africa 
had taken up residence in the township. 5 They now, according to the locals 
wanted to come in and take over their jobs in town. The township adminstrators 
had to see to it that this situation did not give rise to conflict. 6 

The old residents of the township relied for an income on people who were 
passing through. For many years, the residents of stands had added on to the 
buildings on their plots of land some additional rooms. These rooms were 
rented out. The “lodgers” as they were called, were an extremely mobile 
group. 7 In an effort for the authorities to maintain some form of control, the 
residents promised that they would let the Location Superintendent know, if 
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and when the lodgers moved on to another place, or even whenever they 
received visitors. 8 

At the regular meetings held between the Council and the residents of the 
township, the call always was for more land. 9 In April 1946, one of the Black 
representatives on the Native Committee, Mr. S. Netshilande, proposed that all 
stand holders who had a stand of 50 X 50 feet be allowed a piece of land to 
plough on. The meeting was unanimous on the matter. 10 The Council was 
prepared to grant the land to the residents. It was explained that although it was 
in favour of the development of gardens, the residents could not be assured of a 
water supply if and when there was a shortage of water." 

In September 1945 the Council gave consideration to the establishment of a 
new Black township. 12 At the beginning of the following year the system of a 
Native Affairs Committee came into existence. This committee, in conjunction 
with residents of the township who were appointed to serve, made 
recommendations to the Town Council on the way in which the township was 
to be administrated. 

In January 1946 the newly formed Location Committee of the Town Council, 
after a visit to the location, recommended that a new location be developed to 
the south west of Louis Trichardt. It had to be a “model” location, they 
decided. 13 The following month the local Commissioner for Native Affairs, one 
Mr. Balk, attended the meeting of the committee. He gave the committee the 
undertaking that he would support their application to the Ministry for Native 
Affairs for the moving of the location and the development of a model 
township. He also promised them that he would accompany them if and when 
they went down to discuss the matter in Pretoria. It was decided to send a 
committee of three people to go and meet with the responsible minister. 1,1 

In March 1946 the matter was discussed by the Native Affairs Committee of 
the Council. They were also in favour of a new township. This time, they 
resolved, it had to be planned. The Town Engineer had to draw a plan with 
stands and all the necessary roads. It had to be laid out in accordance with the 
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regulations. 15 An important feature of the new township was that the residents 
were to be allowed to own their own stands. 

Discriminatory practices were still prevalent in the administration of the town’s 
Black population. At a meeting of the Advisory Board in April 1946, one of the 
members of the advisory committee, Mr. A. Mageza, explained that the Black 
people, when they went to the municipal offices to pay their respective rents, 
were not allowed to go into the building. He said: 

They stand outside at the window, where they are exposed to all 
kinds of weather. 

The response of the Advisory Board was to decide that the Council would be 
asked to provide the people with a proper shelter. 16 

As the issue of housing in the township became critical, a survey done by local 
officials brought to light that many of the residents of the township were not 
the registered owners of property. They had sub-rented it out, while they 
themselves moved to other places. 17 As far as the Council was concerned the 
township was specifically intended to accommodate the Black people who 
were employed in the town. A spot check conducted by the authorities did not 
help to determine who owned what. In March 1947 the Superintendent of the 
township notified all the people employed in town that the stands they rented 
would be sold along with the improvements. Only two people put in an 
appearance on the day that the scheduled sale of land was intended to take 
place. 18 

Plans for the first compound in the township were initiated in January 1947. 
The Native Advisory Board objected to the establishment of compounds in the 
African township. They claimed it was conducive towards creating slum 
conditions in the township. 19 It was estimated by mid 1947 that the number of 
dwellings amounted to some 670 which provided accommodation to an 
estimated 2 400 people. 20 

Along with the town, growth in the Black township was the order of the day. 
Naturally this led to a deterioration of the general condition of the township. 
The Town Clerk, Mr. B. J. Cronje, in 1948 described the conditions in the 
Black township of Louis Trichardt as being in a very bad state. He was strongly 
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in favour of the establishment of a new township. For a start, he felt that the 
township was situated in the wrong part of town. It was in one of the best areas 
for the development of a residential area in Louis Trichardt. 21 

In September 1948 22 a proclamation was published in the Government Gazette 
which made provision for the establishment of the new township.’ 3 The Town 
Clerk also notified the Council that it would be necessary to raise a housing 
loan. He envisaged that it should be sufficient for the construction of 350 to 
400 houses. 24 Towards the end of the year the Town Engineer was given 
instructions to start with the survey of the new site for a township. The Council 
also started corresponding with the Department of Native Affairs for details in 
respect of a housing scheme in the township. 25 

As the plans got underway for the new township the residents became more 
assertive in terms of the facilities they required. On 9 July 1949 members of the 
Location Native Advisory Board had talks with the Native Commissioner. The 
members were extremely upset by the fact that they were not treated very well 
by the Council. Some of the proposals they made were not favourably received 
by the Council, they claimed. The Native Commissioner pointed out to them 
that it might have been as a result of the fact that the establishment of a new 
location was pending. 26 

They did not care to listen to the reasons for the deterioration of the old 
township. The board members complained about the condition of the roads in 
the township. It had deteriorated as a result of the lack of proper drainage. The 
representatives also complained about the lack of sufficient and properly kept 
sanitary facilities. They were also discontented with the housing situation. The 
stand holders were eager for a decision to be taken in respect of the new 
location. Finally they also wanted firm arrangements in respect of the right to 
brew beer which was prohibited by legislation in terms of the "householders” 
and “lodgers". 27 

The Council initially referred the letter back to the Advisory Board. But then 
the Advisory Board once again referred it to the Council with the request that 
the Council give consideration to the establishment of the new location. The 
Council also let the Advisory Board know it did not approve of the manner in 
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which the board entered into negotiations over its head on the matter of issues 
which were not in order in the township. 28 

At the July meeting of the Advisory Board one of the members, Mr. W. 
Maguga, asked the Council to extend the western fence of the township a little 
further. There was a dire need for more accommodation. He also requested the 
Council once again to gravel the roads in the township. 29 The Council did start 
improving the township, but it refused to extend the township in a westerly 
direction. 0 

The sanitary facilities in the old township left much to be desired. In August 
1949 there were 43 municipal latrines and 34 private latrines. 31 These 
conditions were hopelessly unsatisfactory. The Council meanwhile made use of 
the excuse that a new township was in the process of being developed. There 
was consequently ni*> sense in providing the required facilities for the residents 
of the township. 

In the course of the following year the residents of the township stepped up 
their demands to the Council. They were frustrated by the conditions and the 
apparent apathy on the side of the municipality to do anything to the matter. By 
November 1950 a number of residents of the township were organised in a 
Vigilante Committee. The members were Messrs. D. Choo, a retired stand 
owner, B. Mudau a teacher who was a tenant, P.K. Mukwevho, who was a 
driver for an Indian businessman. He also owned a stand. Other members were: 
Mr. C. Nkuna who worked for Louis Trichardt Motors, Rev, J.P. Mokone, one 
Mr. Kganakga, a teacher who was a tenant, Mr. P. Moshtoa who had no known 
work address or address of residence; Mr. D. Molife who worked at Louis 
Trichardt Motors and was a stand owner; Rev. J.L. Chidi, who resided on 
church property; Mr. John Phulwana a pensioner, Mr. ST). Mabvobo a teacher 
who was a tenant; Mr. S. Ngobeni, who was a clerk of the Native Affairs 
Department; Mr. Matome Mphatje who also worked for the Native Affairs 
Department and also was a tenant; Mr. L.S. Kgalla who was also employed at 
the Native Affairs Department and who rented property. 32 

The members of the Council’s Advisory Board were not in favour of the 
Vigilante Committee. They felt if the Council recognised the committee it 
could only lead to a conflict of interests in the township. 33 The Council gave its 
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approval to the recommendation and the Advisory Board continued to perform 
its job of acting as a link between the residents of the township and the 
Council. In November 1950 the Location Superintendent proposed to the 
Council that Messrs. S. Netshilindi, P.E. Nteta and F. Makgatho be appointed 
as members of the Advisory Board. 34 

In 1950 the Superintendent of the Township, Mr. D.B. Holzkampf, did a survey 
on the black population of the location. It was extremely difficult to gather the 
information. Most of the men worked during the day and were consequently 
not at home. 35 It also happened that many people were away from home. From 
the statistics it was possible to compile a table of the average income of the 
population. 36 

Monthly earnings Single Number of members in household 



Male 

Female 

2 

3 

4 

5 

more 

Under £3 

19 

33 

14 

23 

22 

11 

21 

£3-£4 

58 

1 

14 

16 

14 

9 

25 

£4-£5 

6 

? 

6 

16 

12 

11 

15 

£5-£6 

14 

2 

13 

22 

17 

8 

27 

£6-£10 

20 

? 

10 

25 

16 

15 

29 

£10-£15 

1 

? 

2 

5 

1 

3 

10 

£15 and more 6 

? 

4 

9 

6 

3 

10 


Housing conditions in the township were over crowded. In his 1949-50 report 
on conditions in Louis Trichardt, the town's Health Inspector, Mr. O.J. van 
Niekerk, reported there were 671 huts which were used to accommodate an 
estimated population of 2 200 people. Many of the huts were unsuitable for 
residential purposes and were in the process of being demolished. 37 

In 1950 Dr. Peacock, the Union Inspector of Health, visited the township and 
came to the conclusion that the general conditions were of a low standard. For 
six years there had been rumours of moving the township but nothing had come 
of it. The Council had also applied for a loan of £200 000 to do the work, but 
nothing had come of it. Peacock was of the opinion that something had to be 
done in order to improve the prevailing conditions in the township. 39 He also 
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came to the conclusion that every house should at least have its own latrine. 
More water points had to be provided in the township. It was also necessary to 
provide for a better drainage system. 40 In the same year two urban areas 
commissioners of Pretoria visited the township. They reported that it was 
essential to provide better housing. The conditions were unacceptable and 
funds had to be made available for the development of the township. 41 

Officials at the Native Affairs Department informed the Council that there was 
a self-help scheme which could be introduced by the residents, in conjunction 
with the local authority. The Council of Louis Trichardt indicated that it was 
prepared to support the programme. In terms of the scheme the residents of the 
township had to be motivated to build their own houses. The local authority 
had to provide the houses with water. The roads had to be maintained in a good 
condition. There were to be ablution facilities to do washing. At the same time 
the local school’s governing body had to be motivated to start building or 
improving the existing educational facilities. In terms of the scheme electrical 
power was to be provided in due course. 42 

The major problem which prevented the scheme from being implemented was 
costs. Building materials were expensive and it was evident that by far the 
majority of the residents were unable to initiate the building project at their 
own expense. The Council then decided that it could set aside the amount of £3 
750 which had been accumulated as a surplus in the Native income account for 
the purposes of providing loans to residents of the township who wanted to 
start building their own homes. 45 

Plans were then made by the Council to purchase the building materials. These 
could then be sold at cost price plus the minimum expenses incurred in 
providing the necessary materials. Timber was available at reasonable prices. 
Thatch could be cut on the commonage. 44 Hollow bricks could be made by the 
local workers. The walls could be plastered if it was considered necessary. 45 An 
important improvement to the existing living conditions was that it was from 
the outset planned to provide toilet facilities for each house. 46 

It was understood that the government could not provide the money for these 
developments. It had to come from the local authority, together with the 
residents of the township. In an effort to provide boarding facilities for people 


40 . MALT, Notule Julie 1949-Juuic 1950, p. 472. Roeriue ondersoek van gesondheidstoestnnde 

Louis Trichardl. P.B. Peacock Medicsc inspckteur, 1950.01.30. 

41 . MALT, Notules Julie 1950 lot Junic 1951, p. 161. Verslag oor besoek op 29 Augustus. 1950, 

aan Louis Trichardt deur mnr. W.C. Mocke en mnr. E.J.H. Yates, stadsgcbiedekommissarisse, 
vergesel deur mnr. Coetzee van die Departemcnt van Gesondheid, Pretoria, 1950.09.06. 

42. Ibid ., p. 161. 

43 . Ibid., p. 161. 

44. Ibid., p. 161. 

45. Ibid.. p. 162 

46. Ibid., p. 161. 



168 


who were unable to provide in their own accommodation, it was recommended 
there should be hostel facilities for single people. 47 

In September 1950 the Health Inspector in his monthly report to the Council 
was strongly in favour of the establishment of compounds for municipal 
workers. There was already one in existence for the 120 sanitary workers 
employed by the Council. He made some recommendation regarding the 
housing of the people in quarters for single persons and also for families to be 
accommodated, hi the case of single persons he suggested inter alia they could 
perhaps be accommodated in bungalow type compounds in which the families 
could either be accommodated in similar types of buildings divided up in two 
or three rooms per family, or they could be grouped together in huts of two’s or 
threes per family. 415 The Council’s finance and general purposes committee was 
very much in favour of the proposals. 49 It was understood that there would be 
no levies, other than the most important charged by the Council. If sanitary 
services were provided, it might well be necessary to levy a fee. But it was felt, 
levies had to be limited to the minimum because the people were in most cases 
unable to pay for it from their meagre earnings. 50 

At its October 1950 meeting the Council instructed the Town Engineer, Mr. 
Buchanan to survey the township. The prospective Black residents also had to 
be given the opportunity as soon as possible to start with the construction of 
their own houses in the new township. 51 The enthusiasm of the Council and the 
Advisory Board was not shared by all. By the end of October 1950 the work 
had not yet started. 52 At a subsequent meeting of the Advisory Board it was 
decided to hold a mass meeting at which the Mayor and the Town Clerk could 
inform the residents of the township about the plans the Council had. 53 Little 
came of this initiative. 

On the whole there was a general sense of apathy as far as the development of 
Louis Trichardt’s Black township was concerned, When the plans for the new 
township were first mooted, Mr. D.B. Holtzkampf, the Location 
Superintendent, was told to survey the area for the new location. He told his 
superiors he was unable to do it and that a person skilled for the job had to be 
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appointed, 54 At the end of 1950 die Council was notified that a government 
land surveyor would visit Louis Trichardt to survey the township. If that was 
not possible, the Council was free to appoint another surveyor. 55 By May 1951 
the site plan and layout of the new township had not yet been completed. It was 
estimated to be finished towards the end of June 1951. It was of critical 
importance to complete the planning, in order to comply with the stipulations 
of the Department of Housing. An amount of £6 000 had earlier been provided 
by the department for housing. This money had to be used in the course of the 
1951-2 financial year. 56 

On 27 July 1951 a special meeting of the Native Affairs Committee of the 
Council was held at which the plans for the new township were tabled. The 
plans were approved by the committee. 57 The Council approved of it in the 
same month. 58 In January 1952 the town engineer was asked to compile a list of 
the quantities of building materials needed for the construction work in the 
township, The Native Affairs Committee of the Council also decided that 
measures should be taken as soon as possible to start with the construction of 
the houses in the township. 59 

On 22 January 1952 a special meeting of the Town Council was held and it was 
decided that an immediate start would be made in the construction of 30 houses 
in the new township. Mr. D.P van Rensburg was appointed as the Clerk of 
Works at a salary of £50 per month. He was to be helped by a team of Black 
workers who would receive a daily salary of no more than 10/-. 6 ” By the end of 
January 1952 one house in the new township had already been completed. 61 It 
appears as if this was an experimental project aimed at establishing how the 
dwellings were to be constructed. 

At the meeting of the Advisory Board held on 30 January 1952, Councillor B. 
Venter informed the board that the construction work on the site of the new 
township was to start on 2 February. For a start 88 houses with three bedrooms 
were to be constructed. These were to be rented for £1 per month. Jobs were 
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offered to any Black artisans who wanted employment. Provision was also 
made for persons interested in having their own houses built. A surveyor from 
Pretoria was to visit Louis Trichardt and he would survey stands where people 
could build their own houses. 62 The Advisory Board also decided that as houses 
became available in the new township stand owners whose houses were 
collapsing would not be allowed to repair them. They would instead be 
requested to move to houses in the new location. 03 

By the end of February 1952 it was reported that three houses had been 
completed in the new township. The foundations of a further nine houses had 
been laid. It was estimated that if all the building materials were available it 
would be possible to construct between four and six houses. 64 By the end of 
March 1952 eight houses had been completed. Only the roofs of some could 
not be fitted. 65 

As a result of the shortage in the supply of building materials the Native Affairs 
Committee of the Council considered the possibility of making bricks on the 
site of the new township. 66 There were complaints from the construction site 
that the shortage of bricks delayed work. Mr. J.J. Bronn at the time started 
producing cement bricks. By the end of March 25 000 of these bricks had been 
delivered to the building site. 61 

Once building activities started, it became apparent that it might be possible to 
build the houses at a considerably lower price than had first been anticipated. 01 ’ 
During the financial year 1952/3 the Council was informed that a loan to the 
amount of £24 000 would be raised in order to construct and estimated 120 
houses in the new township. 69 At first the Department of Native Affairs was 
slow to release the funds, but after they were notified that construction in the 
township was under way, the money was made available.™ By the end of June 
the funds were not yet forthcoming and the Location Superintendent informed 
the Council that he had to give the construction workers in the township notice 


62 . MALT, Notules Julie 1951 tot Junie 1952, p. 386. Advisory Board meeting, 1952.01.30. 

63. Ibid., p. 386. 

64 . MALT, Notules Julie 1951 tot Junie 1952, p. 456, Rapport van die lokasie superintendent vir 

die maand gecindig 29 Februaric 1952. 

65 . MALT, Notules Julie 1951 lot Junie 1952, p. 498. Report of the location superintendent for 

the month ended 31st March 1952. 

66. MALT, Notules Julie 1951 tot Junie 1952, p. 459. Notule vergadcring van die naturellcsakc 
komitee, 1952.03.21. 

67 . MALT, Notules Julie 1951 tot Junie 1952, p. 498. Report of the location superintendent for 

the month ended 31st March 1952. 

68 . MALT, Notules Julie 1951 tot Junie 1952, p. 464. Rapport van die Stadsklerk/Tesouricr vir 

die maand gecindig 29 Februaric 1952. 

69 MALT. Notules Julie 1951 tot Junie 1952, p. 548. Rapport van die Stadsklerk/Tesouricr vir 
die maand geeindig 30 April 1952. 

70 . MALT, Notules Julie 1952 tot Junie 1953, pp. 125*6. Rapport van die Stadsklerk/Tesouricr vir 

die maand gc*cindig 31ste Augustus 1952. 



171 


as the loan had been completely used up. 71 Later in the month the Native 
Affairs Committee of the Council decided that the available houses in the new 
township would be placed at the disposal of the residents of the most 
dilapidated houses in the old township, earning between £1 and £8. Their old 
houses would be cleared and the stands they vacated were not to be rented out 
again. 17 It was also decided that water would be supplied as soon as possible to 
the new township. 73 By the end of July 1952 a total of 16 houses in the new 
township had been completed. 74 

At die end of August 21 houses had been built in which Black residents earning 
between £3.10.0 and £8 per month were accommodated. During the month four 
houses had been completed. A start was also made to fencing houses around 
the new township with poles and droppers. 75 In September five houses were 
completed. 76 By the end of November 35 houses had been completed. It was 
meanwhile reported that some of the houses were badly cracked. 77 By the end 
of December 42 houses had been built and another four were in the process of 
construction. 78 

At the end of February 1953 it appeared as if the stream of people flowing to 
the new township from the old one was beginning to dry up. Many of the 
residents in the old township were repairing their thatched roofs and plastering 
the walls once again with clay. The Location Superintendent stated that if the 
Council had to give instructions to the effect that no thatching or any plastering 
was permitted, it would have the effect of pushing people into the new 
township at a faster rate. 79 

Progress on the building site of the new township was taking place rapidly. The 
brick making equipment the Council had purchased made it possible to 
manufacture 1 400 bricks per day. Earlier on, the lack of bricks delayed the 
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speed of construction. 80 By the end of March 1953 a total of 49 houses had 
been built in the new township. 81 By the end of August 70 units, containing 140 
houses were completed in the new township. A further five units had to be built 
and then the project would have been completed as far as the loan grant was 
concerned. 82 

As a result of the prevailing soil conditions, and presumably the fact that the 
buildings were being constructed so rapidly, there soon were complaints that 
the walls of the houses were beginning to crack. By August 1953 this problem 
was under control The houses were built on a surface described as “ouklip” and 
tended to remain extremely firm as structures. 85 

At its completion, with 150 houses standing, the amount paid out by the 
Council for the project amounted to £29 689/6/9. The balance of £310/13/3 the 
municipality intended using for the construction of a fence around the 
township. 8,1 By the end of January 1954 there were 150 families, comprising 
787 people, resident in the new Black Township of Louis Trichardt. 85 At the 
end of April 1954 the Location Superintendent, Mr. D.B. Holtzkampf, 
recommended to the Council that trading licenses should no longer be granted 
in the old township of Louis Trichardt, as the new township had been 
completed. 86 

At a meeting of the Native Advisory Board, held on 4 March 1954, Mr. S. 
Nctshilindi recommended that the new Black township of Louis Trichardt, be 
called “Makgado Location”. 87 It appears as if this name did not carry the 
support of all the residents and gradually the name of Tshikota, a ruler who 
resided in the area in the nineteenth century, seemed to carry the greater 
support. 

The development was hardly completed when new problems surfaced for the 
Council. By June 1954 a number of the residents of the township once again 
started leaving. Many of the new houses were standing vacant. According to 
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Mr. D.B. Holtzkampf, this was because the water supply to the township was 
insufficient. 88 In August 1954 the Native Affairs Committee of the Council 
immediately gave instructions that a satisfactory water supply be provided to 
the township as the budget for the township made provision for it. 89 There was 
much more to the situation. Not all people were in favour of being relocated to 
the new township. Consequently the officials had to work with the greatest of 
care in getting the co-operation of the people. 

The development of the first phase of the new township came to an end in 
1955. 90 Trees also planted on the borders of the washing areas and along some 
of the streets. 91 Towards the end of the year the Department of Native Affairs 
gave permission for a further extension to the New Township. 92 This phase in 
the development proved to be more difficult than the first. Those residents who 
had refused to leave the old township in the first place, now had to be 
convinced that it was in their best interest to be relocated. In 1957, following an 
official visit by a Louis Trichardt deputation to Pretoria, certain guidelines 
were provided for the relocation of the local Black population to the new 
township. 93 Inter alia it was stated that the matter had to be approached with 
the necessary tact and consultation. The local Native Affairs Committee had to 
inform the Black residents of the township as to the procedures. 99 The 
Department of Native Affairs was also adamant that it would not allow for the 
demolishing of any township until such time as all the residents had been 
relocated. 95 A representative of the residents of the township as well as one of 
the Council, had to act as assessors in determining the value of the dwellings. 96 
The Black residents had to approve of the persons appointed for this purpose. 97 
Considerable accent was placed on the importance of respecting the 
sentimental value people attached to their residences. They also had to be 
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compensated with consideration of the fact that that “vertroosting” consolation 
had to be noted. 98 

Meanwhile steps were being done to survey the township in terms of the layout 
which had taken place spontaneously in the process of construction. In April 
1959 Mr. D.B. Holtzkampf reported to the Council that it would cost £1/17/4 
for the survey of each stand in the township. There were in total 1 200 stands 
which had to be surveyed." At the same time the Surveyor was given 
instructions to start with the surveys of 125 stands required for dwellings, the 
administrative block, as well as the stands in the business area of the 
township. 100 

The major problem was getting the co-operation of the residents of the old 
township to move over to the new one. Mr. H.J.L. Bergh reported to the 
Council in August 1960 that some of the residents of the old Black township 
were not satisfied by the amount of compensation they would receive for 
clearing out of their houses. Some preferred to take their old material with them 
and start with the reconstruction of their new houses in the new township. 
Under such circumstances, Mr. Bergh felt, that the Council did not need to 
provide funds to these people. 101 In October 1960 Mr. H.J.L. Bergh reported to 
the Bantu Affairs Committee that an amount of £1 250 had been budgeted as 
compensation for the relocation of the residents from the old to the new 
township. It was agreed that the value of the materials the people wished to 
take along with them would be subtracted from the amount the Council was 
prepared to pay out. 102 

Ultimately 334 people were compensated. The valuation of tire structures 
which were vacated was valued at £1 729/10/0. The Council offered 10 per 
cent compensation for suffering incurred which amounted to £133/10/0. The 
total amount offered by the Council was £1 863/0/0. The owners wished to 
keep material to the value of £788/1/0 for themselves. The total amount 
accepted by all the residents who vacated sites in the old township amounted to 
£1 074/19/0. 103 The Council paid out a further amount of £858/0/0 in 
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compensation to the local church denominations for the buildings they had to 
vacate. Only the Assemblies of God congregation chose to retain all then- 
building material. The highest amount paid out in compensation was £150 was 
paid out to the Church of the Province of South Africa. ' A quarter of the total 
amount paid out in compensation to the people who were relocated came from 
the Bantu Revenue Account of the Council. 105 The rest was funded from local 
and central government sources. At the end of January 1961 Mr. Bergh 
reported the resident owners were “very co-operative” and have even started 
demolishing their own buildings. They then started moving to the new 
township without any compulsion. There were some who were not satisfied 
that they would be compensated and refused to move. 106 

The following month a total of 161 stand owners, 165 lodgers, 31 residents of 
the municipal compound and 136 single males were relocated in the new 
township. 107 In July 1961 Mr. J. Phulwane lodged a complaint against the 
Council on the grounds that he was not satisfied with the amount of R400 
which had been offered to him in the process of locating his old house in the 
old township and moving to a new house. He now wanted R470 for his 
property. The Management Committee refused to allow it and referred the 
matter to their attorneys. 108 The Management Committee, after calling in legal 
advice, resolved to refuse granting additional money to Mr. Phulwane. 109 He 
accepted the decision later in the month. 110 

By October 1962 only a small number of residents of the old location were still 
in need of being relocated to the new township. At a meeting of the Advisory 
Board it was decided that those residents who were single would be 
accommodated in the hostels. Additional accommodation was to be provided to 
those who had families. 111 

In February 1962 the matter of Mr. James Lucas Mukhali served before the 
Management Committee. Mr. Mukhali moved into the township in Louis 
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Trichardt in 1945. He married a Shangane wife and they had five children. 
Over the years he did not renew his residence permit. In 1962 the Council was 
asked to decide in his case. The Management Committee responded by 
referring the matter to the Council’s attorneys. 113 Legally the Council had the 
discretionary powers to have him removed from Louis Trichardt, depending on 
the availability of employment opportunities in the urban area of Louis 
Trichardt. The Bantu Affairs Commissioner of Louis Trichardt then 
recommended to the Council that Mukhali should be allowed to stay in the 
township. It was after all unlikely that he would be allowed to reside in one of 
the reserves. Also he would have been unable to lake his Shangane wife with 
him to Portuguese East Africa." 3 Mukhali was then granted a temporary 
residence permit in terms of the Naturelle Stadsgebiede Wet of 1945. 114 It thus 
appears as if the matter was resolved to the satisfaction of all parties concerned. 

The cost of the new Black Township up to the end of 1961 amounted to R265 
250, along with a further R32 200 budgeted for the erection of hostels and R60 
000 for washing houses. 115 For Louis Trichardt this was a considerable 
investment. At the same time, by comparison with the housing provided for the 
White residents of the town, it is clear that the Black residents did not enjoy the 
same benefits. It should also be borne in mind that the process of urbanisation 
in the case of the White population, took place on another level than that of the 
Black population. It was not the result of discrimination, but to a greater extent 
the result of the transition from a traditional to an advanced modem Western 
way of life. 

The new township, despite all it shortcomings, was a step in the direction of the 
transformation of South African society in the urban environment of the 
Soutpansberg region. For a start, the township was only a shell. The residents 
in conjunction with the local authorities had to make of it a vibrant 
environment, conducive to ordinary urban activities. 

There were a number of problems, typical of a new urban community, that had 
to be solved. These included inter alia: the unsatisfactory removal service of 
the nightsoil buckets; the need for street lighting in the township; and the need 
for showers to be erected, similar to the facilities which had been in the old 
township. 116 Additionally there was a need for a graveyard close to the new 
township. Some residents also wanted water pipes to be laid closer to their 
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houses. 117 Louis Trichardt’s Black residents, probably felt that they had now 
eventually arrived at a place which they could call their own. Symbolically the 
process was rounded off by the Town Council in February 1963 when the 
Town Clerk, Mr. BJ. Cronje, recommended to the Council that the old 
township which had been proclaimed under Government Notice 1422 of 
15.10.1917, had to be de-proclaimed in view of the fact that the area was no 
longer in use. 118 

The Council’s responsibilities towards the Black residents did not end there. It 
now had to see to the administration of the township. One of the major 
problems experienced was the non-payment of rent. In February 1964 the 
Management Committee drafted strict measures in order to ensure that rent 
would be collected in the township. Residents of the hostels, as from the end of 
February 1964, could only be resident in the hostels if they were in possession 
of a letter from their employers, stating that they were prepared to pay the rent 
arrears. Similar steps were to be taken against tenants of rented business 
buildings. The committee expressed its concern about the arrears in money 
outstanding to the Council. It was felt that no people would any longer be 
allowed to take up residence in the township, if they did not pay their rent in 
advance. The Location Superintendent was instructed to ensure that no people, 
who were in arrears with their rent, be allowed to still reside in the township. 119 

In February 1965 the report of the Location Superintendent once again served 
before the Management Committee. This official reported that he had 
previously summarily closed down houses of people who did not pay rent. In 
future he would not be able to do so. Other ways and means had to be 
contemplated in which to ensure that people paid rent. Plans were also made 
with the judicial authorities to make sure that rent defaulters appeared in court 
on a single day. By doing this the work of the township officials was not 
disrupted. The Township Superintendent also felt that talks should be held with 
the Afrikaanse Sakekamer in an effort to secure higher wages for residents of 
the township. By doing this, it was felt, the issue of rent arrears could also be 
addressed. 120 

The fact of the matter was plain and simple: The Black residents of Louis 
Trichardt were simply earning too little money. In March 1965 this was 
conceded by the Management Committee when it explained why there was no 
sense in establishing an Urban Bantu Council. The Management Committee 
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pointed out that the arrears on its township budget, amounted to R13 000. 121 
The situation did not improve. In October 1965 the Management Committee 
took note of the fact that rent arrears at the hostels amounted to R3 554.00 and 
at local businesses R1 024.00. The Town Clerk was instructed to give 
particular attention to this state of affairs. 122 

Perceived from a considerable distance in time it is possible to form a number 
of conclusions from the developments in the Black township of Louis 
Trichardt. It is clear that there was a considerable degree of apathy on the side 
of the local authority to step in and take the necessary steps in order to help the 
residents of the township to improve their living conditions. This was probably 
as a result of the fact that insufficient funds were available, firstly to the 
Council, and secondly to the residents, who were earning very low salaries in 
town. The lack of funds literally put an end to any development over and above 
the provision of basic facilities. The development of Louis Trichardt as a whole 
also militated against a situation which could create more wealth in the 
township. The Black population of the district was large. It was thus an 
employers' market and there was no real need to procure satisfactory living 
conditions for an unskilled or semi-skilled labour force in the township. 

These circumstances, together with the prevailing policies of tire central 
government, gave rise to considerable uncertainty of permanent residence in 
the township. Once the central government indicated that it was prepared to 
take over the administration of the local township, it proved to be a blessing in 
disguise for the Council. They now no longer needed to be responsible for 
providing services in an area which hardly had any benefits for the revenue 
situation of the municipality. By transferring the responsibility of the Black 
residents of the township to the central government, it was now possible for the 
township's residents to be removed to what became known as the Bantu 
homelands. 


121 . MALT, Bckragtigdc notulcs van vergadcrings Jan. 1965*Jun. 1967, (III). (Page numbering 

diffuse.) Minutes meeting Management Committee (127), 1965.03.09. Item 24/3/65. 

122 . MALT, Bekragtigde notulcs van vergadcrings Jan 1965-Jun 1967. (Diffuse page numbering.) 

Minutes meeting Management Committee (148). 1965.10.21. Item 34/10/65. 



Chapter 10 


Louis Trichardt in the 1960’s 


Ln the history of South Africa the 1960’s is generally considered to have been 
an exceptional era of economic growth and expansion. Politically the electorate 
of the region remained squarely behind the government with Mr. Fanic Botha 
sent back to parliament, unopposed in 1961. In 1966 he defeated Mr. A.J. 
Fourie of the United Party and C.F. van dcr Merwe (Republican Party) with 
respectively 5 374 votes to 1 586 and 159. 1 As South Africa increasingly 
became isolated from the outside world, owing to the government’s racial 
policies, there were more moves afoot to find creative alternatives to secure 
growth and progress. In the Soutpansberg this appeared to be the trend. Louis 
Trichardt, like the rest of the Northern Transvaal was at the forefront of a new 
dispensation unfolding in the whole of Africa - the decolonisation process. In 
various ways the community tended to thrive and even form a strong sense of 
destiny under these circumstances. One of the memorable events of the time 
was the civil unrest in East Africa (Kenya and Tanganyika) and the former 
Belgian Congo (Democratic Republic of the Congo), which in its own unique 
way, became part of the story of Louis Trichardt. 

When the first refugees reached Louis Trichardt they were in a state of severe 
destitution. According to Mr. D. Crafford: 

Hier (in Louis Trichardt) het voertuie deurgegaan wat met rieme en 
drade aanmekaar gehou is. 2 

The Council immediately made preparations to be of assistance. At a meeting 
of the Finance and General Purposes Committee it was approved that a 
Vigilance Committee be formed consisting of the members of the Council. 
Furthermore in July 1960 lists were compiled for collecting financial support, 
blankets, clothes, food and jobs for the immigrants. 3 The Vigilance Committee 
later in the month received instructions from the Council to co-opt a number of 
additional members. Mr. I.S. Torrance of the Rotary Club was co-opted. 
Collection lists were sent to the Rotarians, the Child Welfare Society, the three 
local branches of the Vroue Landbou Unie, the Round Table, the Afrikaanse 
Sakekamer, the Chamber of Commerce and the Transvaal Lewendehawe 
Kooperasie. The funds raised were to be administrated by the Town Clerk and 
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the Treasurer. 4 The Council further decided that refugees would be provided 
with four gallons (15,2 litres) of petrol each. The townspeople made contact 
with residents of neighboring towns to find out what was being done on the 
route between Messina and Pretoria to help the refugees. 5 

Then the people started drifting in to town. By the end of August the number of 
refugees declined considerably. The campaign to raise funds came to an end. 
Emergency supplies were kept over for people who might be passing through 
in small numbers. What remained of the clothing received was handed to the 
Vrouefederasie. The Council extended a special word of thanks to Mr. Marcuse 
of the Hotel Louis who accommodated the refugees in the hotel free of charge. 
The Council also put a notice in the Morester to thank the public for their 
participation in the help to the refugees. 6 

On 25 August 1960 the Ambassador of Belgium, Mr. P. van der Stichelen 
wrote a letter to the Mayor of Louis Trichardt in which he thanked the “city” of 
Louis Trichardt for extending hospitality to 200 Belgian refugees. He wrote: 

Het is mij onbekcnd hoeveel landgenoten van uw gastvrijheid 
gebruik hcbbcn gcmaakt. Nietemins wil ik niet nalaten U van harte 
te bedanken voor het collecticf gebaar van menslievendheid, 
waarvan U zelf, het bcstuur, dat U leidt en de inwoners van Louis 
Trichardt, blijkt hebbcn gegevcn. 7 

The organisations which participated in the refugee help scheme in total raised 
an amount of £166/7/8. The people were provided inter alia with motor spares 
to the value of £18/6/2 as well as petrol and oil to the value of £137/8/8. 
Repairs to the value of £7/127/1 were done to the vehicles. Numerous other 
organisations and businesses provided services. At least 50 refugees were 
accommodated at the Hotel Louis. Large amounts of clothes were also 
donated. 8 

The decolonisation process had a number of advantages for Louis Trichardt 
and the Soutpansberg region as a whole. Many people from the former African 
colonies of European powers immigrated to South Africa. Some tended to 
settle in the larger cities of the country. Others, of a more rural orientation, 
preferred settling on the Soutpansberg frontier. Together with the long 
established residents of the region these people made a substantial contribution 
to the development of the region. 9 One example of the benefit this process held 
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in for the town was the arrival of Dr. L.C. Siebrits (1906-92) and his wife in 
Louis Trichardt in 1962. Both were qualified doctors. They had been resident 
in Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia (Zambia) before coming to South Africa. For 
more than twenty years they provided the community of Louis Trichardt and 
surroundings with valuable medical services. 10 


A symbol of the Soutpansberg’s resilience and growth was the maintenance 
and improvement of the communications route - the National Road - through 
the mountain. The impressive H.F. Verwoerd Tunnels epitomised this spirit. 
The tunnels were officially opened on 18 November 1961 by the then Prime 
Minister, Dr. H.F. Verwoerd. Some 5 000 guests attended the ceremony. Of 
these 700 people were VIP guests. The Town Council of Louis Trichardt 
hosted a party for them at Clouds End Hotel." For Louis Trichardt the opening 
of the tunnels was a marketing opportunity. A special edition of the Morester 
was issued on 17 November 1961. The Council distributed copies of the 
newspaper free of charge to various publicity associations and at the local 
hotels. 


The decade of the 60’s also had its quota of dramatic events. Few struck as 
close to home as the loss suffered by the Schlessinger family in 1965, when 
Louwtjie, the 24-year old son of Mr. And Mrs. Eddie Schlessinger, was killed 
in his Sabre aircraft. He was performing a maneuver for his parents to see near 
Mara Research Station. Lt. Schlessinger, made a habit of flying past his 
parents’ farm whenever he flew over the specific part of the Northern 
Transvaal. A boy of the district, Lt. Schlessinger matriculated at the Louis 
Trichardt High School in 1958. He then received training at the Dunnotar base 
of the South African Air Force. He was transferred to Langebaan and served 
for some time on the helicopters. In 1964 he was transferred to 
Voortrekkerhoogte where he served as a Sabre fighter pilot when the accident 
occurred. 1 ' The funeral which was attended by more than 1 000 people was 
described as one of the largest funerals ever to be held in Louis Trichardt. 14 


Ordinary people making a living in the 1960’s 

For the ordinary citizen living in Louis Trichardt in die 1960’s was not always 
easy. There were still in many sectors of die community people who 
experienced difficulties surviving. The prevailing cost of living in Louis 
Trichardt made it impossible for some people to survive. In a letter to the 
Council in September 1962, one of the town’s White residents explained his 
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predicament. The man (whose name need not be disclosed here) explained he 
was earning R138 per month. He usually had a shortage of R18 per month. He 
paid R8 per month for water and lights. It cost him R20 per month to keep his 
car running, R36 for groceries: R5 for meat; R5 for milk. He was perturbed by 
the fact that the Council had raised rates and wanted to know: 

Hoe dink julie waar moet die inwoners van Louis Trichardt van lewe 
(?) (H)ier’s geen werk in die dorp nie. Baie inwoners moet in die 
buite plekke gaan werk soek en julie bly belas. 15 

Also in the Black community living was not easy. Mrs. A Green of Tshikota 
worked as a domestic servant for a middle class White family at the start of the 
1960’s. She used to cycle in to town from Tshikota by bicycle with her child on 
her back. In 1961 she was employed at the Catholic Mission in town. She used 
to do general domestic work, such as cooking, washing and mending clothes. 
She recalled: 

1 could never really survive on the money I was earning. I always 
had to struggle. I did extra work. When there were conferences (at 
the church) they would ask me to help. They would then pay me a 
little more....I used to eat porridge and morogo 16 .1 used to bake and 
sometimes I would cook rice on Sundays. I would sometimes make 
stoh'els.' 1 

In the Buys community considerable hardship was the order of the day. Mr. 
Willem Bekker (bom 1926) returned to Buysdorp in 1966 after having worked 
as a prison warden for many years. He first started farming with cattle and 
fresh produce. As a result of the prevailing drought conditions of the 1960’s he 
was literally ruined as livestock farmer. He also produced water melon and 
tomatoes. Most of it was sold on Buysdorp, but depending on demand, some of 
it would also be sold in Louis Trichardt. 18 

Members of the Indian community lived under difficult circumstances. Some 
members were in the process of building up for themselves substantial business 
enterprises. Others were consolidating their interests. Socially and 
economically, there were many who could afford to live in good houses, but 
were prevented from doing so by the prevailing policies of the government. Mr. 
Y. Ayob recalled many years later: 

When I got married I had to stay in a dilapidated room where the 
neighbour’s fowl run was adjacent to my bedroom. When my 
brother got married there was no housing. We had to make provision 


15 . MALT, Vergaderings gehou gedurende Jul, 1962 - Des 1962, Vol. III. p. 1020. T.P. van 
Rooyen - Klerk van die Raad, 1962.08.21. 

16. An indigenous plant, similar in taste to spinach. It grows profusely in soil of medium fertility. 

17. For more on the stokvel. see text below. LTTt, p. 179. 980708c, Green A. (63) Tshikota 
township, Louis Trichardt. 

18 . LTT1, pp.29-30.980414C. Bekker W. (72), Krugersaal, Buysdorp, 
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for him on our premises which was an old bakery. There he had to 
make himself comfortable. We just converted it into a bedroom. 19 

It was a phase in the history of South Africa which was marked by rapid 
growth and progress in all sectors of the economy. It is consequently necessary 
to have a look at industrial and commercial development in and around Louis 
Trichardt during the 1960’s to gain a better impression of what transpired on 
the country’s northern frontier. 

Planning for decentralised industrial development 

One of llie major trends of the 1960’s was the accent placed on development. 
As the homeland policy of the government started getting into place, the accent 
was on the development of the “under-developed periphery” of South Africa - 
the urban centres situated close to the former native reserves. 20 The major 
objective was to establish industries on the border of the new “homelands" of 
“Bantustans. Louis Trichardt was ideally situated”. The town was firmly under 
White control. It was close to the national communications routes and 
consequently had the potential of giving substance to the accent on homeland 
development. All that remained to be done, was for local officials and 
politicians to start implementing the development plans. 


In July 1960 plans were mooted in the Town Council for a meeting in respect 
of the border industries with Mr. Fanie Botha, the local MP. 21 Increasingly the 
opinion was expressed that the town had to make as much as possible of the 
opportunities presented by the development policies of the government. 22 This 
philosophy was pursued in a number of ways. 23 In October 1960 Clr. H.J. 
Deysel asked for the Council to appoint an Industrial Development Committee 
for Louis Trichardt. It was to consist of four members of the Council. The 
committee had to act in consultation with executive committee of the Chamber 
of Commerce and the Afrikaanse Sakekamer. Their objective would be to 
consider the industrial development of Louis Trichardt. 2 ' 1 When the Council 
eventually gave its approval for the establishment of the committee in April 
1961, it was decided that it would have five members of the public and five 
members of the Council. They were to meet under the chairmanship of the 
Mayor. The first councillors appointed by the Council to serve on the 


19 . LTT1, p. 64.980416a, Ayob, Y. (63), Ayob Molors, Louis Trichardi. 

20 . MALT. Louis Trichardt: Die gees van vuoruitgang, p. 9. 

21 . MALT, Council Minutes July to October 1960, p. 66. Minutes Finance and General Purposes 

Committee, 1960.07.15. 

22. MALT, Council Minutes Mar. 1961-July 1961, pp. 228-9. PublisilciLs aangelccnlhcde - 
Raadslid H.J. Deyssel. 

23. MALT, Council Minutes Mar. 1961 -July 1961, p. 231. Notule vergadering van die 
Bestuurskomitee, 1961.04.19; MALT, Council Minutes Mar. 1961-July 1961, p. 295. Notule 
van f die gewone vergadering van die stadsraad, 1961.04.27. 

24. MALT, Council Minutes July to October 1960, p. 398. Minutes meeting of the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee, 1960.10.21. 
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committee were Councillors P.H.C. de Vaal, J.H. Schoeman, S.M.N. Bronn, 
H.J. Deysel and A.W. Anderson. 25 The members of the public who were 
appointed to serve on the committee were Messrs. C. Thompson, H.B. Knott, 
H. Marais, C. Schlessinger (Jnr), H.J.T. Sheldon and P. van Niekcrk as 
secundus? 6 

In July 1961 the Management Committee instructed the heads of the different 
departments of the municipality, along with the Town Clerk and Town 
Treasurer to draw up a five year development plan for Louis Trichardt. It had 
to be finished by October 1961. 27 The provisional plan was submitted to the 
Council on 22 November 1961. 28 In the process of preparing for the final 
report the local officials and councillors of Louis Trichardt held a meeting with 
the representatives of the Border Industrial Development Board regarding the 
potential industrial development of Louis Trichardt. It was recommended that 
Louis Trichardt give consideration to the development of a textile industry 
which could provide a large number of Black people with jobs. Other potential 
areas of growth were identified as the local timber industry, a dehydration 
factory, as well as factories for canning fruit and manufacturing pottery. 217 What 
was more important was the fact that these plans led to the creation of Louis 
Trichardt’s industrial area. In April 1963 Mr. J.H. Schoeman, the Chairman of 
the Soutpansberg Development Association, attended a meeting of the 
Management Committee. On the occasion he made a call on the Council to 
stimulate industrial development locally by getting the industrial township 
properly off the ground. It was in this field of decision making that 
development was boosted. In April 1963 more than 26 morgen of townlands 
were set aside for the development of an industrial township for Louis 
Trichardt. More land was available should the need arise. 31 

The local planning was boosted from outside too. Especially on the political 
level there was substantial support. In October 1965 Mr. S.P. (Fanie) Botha, the 
MP for Soutpansberg headed a four man planning committee of 
parliamentarians, comprising himself. Messrs. Martiens Bekker of 
Potgietersrust, Joost Heystek of Waterberg and Piet Niemand of Pietersburg, to 
give consideration to the formation of a regional development association. The 
committee contemplated the establishment of district development associations 


25 . MALT, Council Minutes Mar. 1961-July 1961, p. 295. Notulc van die gewone vergadering 
van die stadsraad, 1961.04.27. 

26. Ibid, p.296. 

27 . MALT. Council Minutes Mar. 1961-July 1961, p. 696. Verslag van die vergadering van die 
Bestuurskornitee, 1961.07.21. 

28. MALT. Vergaderings gehou gedurende Aug. 1961-Des. 1961, Vol. I, p. 216. Notule 
vergadering van die Bestuurskornitee. 1961.11.22. 

29. MALT, Vergaderings gehou gedurende Aug. 1961-Des. 1961, Vol. I, p. 52. Verslag van 
saraespreking(e) met die voorsitler van die Grensnywerheidsontwikkelings-komitee. 

30. MALT. Vergaderings gehou gedurende Jan. 1963 - Jul 1963, Vol. IV, (Pages not numbered,) 
Notule vergadering van die Bestuurskornitee (62), 1963.04.11. Bylae 124. J.H. Schoeman, 
Memorandum vir voorlcgging aau die Bestuurskornitee van die Louis Trichardt stadsraad. 

31 . MALT, Bckragtigde notules van vergaderings Jan. 1963-Des 1964, Ii (Bladsye intern 
genommer) Notule van die bestuurskornitee. (61), 1963.04.22 Verw. 45/4/63. 
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in such a manner that their activities were co-ordinated with the activities and 
work of the MP’s. Somehow the regional initiative could not get off the 
ground, despite the concerted efforts by the four MP’s. By the end of 1967 very 
little active support was evident amongst the residents of the Soutpansberg- 
Messina region. 52 

Locally dynamic development was the order of the day. The aggressive way in 
which the Council was marketing Louis Trichardt by the later part of the 
1960’s, started to yield some results. In June 1969 the Management Committee 
had to respond to several requests for large numbers of stands at special prices. 
Some business people were interested in starting private townships. There were 
indications that some companies were interested in buying land in the 
residential areas as well as industrial erven. The Management Committee took 
the rumours of development in their stride. By not responding immediately to 
demands, it was not necessary to make many compromises. One of the 
important decisions they took, was not to sell any land at special prices. The 
land could only be purchased at the prices laid down by the Council. 

There was no impediment on the marketing of the town. In the second half of 
the decade the Council was actively selling Louis Trichardt as an industrial 
centre of the future. In April 1968 Clr. Marius Bronn indicated that the Council 
was eager to see industrialists settle in Louis Trichardt. As Mayor of the town 
he made a call on the local residents to get people from outside in to invest in 
the industrial potential. 34 

Amongst the major developers who came into the local property market were 
Bester Homes. 35 In November 1969 Bestcr Wonings (Edms.) Bpk. applied to 
the Council to buy 50 erven in Extension 2 at R300 each. 36 The major obstacle 
to the proposed development at that point in time was the fact that Louis 
Trichardt was once again facing a severe water shortage. Clr. C.M.L. Schimper 
told the Management Committee in March 1970 the proposed development of 
Bester Wonings could imply that the population of Louis Trichardt might well 
double. However, the progress could be impeded by a general lack of water. In 
an effort to address the problem the Management Committee then decided to 
approach Minister Fanie Botha and ask the government’s help in the matter. 3 ' 
Increasingly the town was becoming dependent on the Albasini Dam for its 
future growth. 


32. HTJC, Newspaper Clippings 5. J.F. UYS, "Streekontwikkeling: min stel belang" in Die 
Noord-Transvaler, ] 967-12.08. 

33. MALT, Bekiagtigdc notulcs Jul. 1967 - Jun. 1969 IV, (Pages numbered diffuse.) Minutes 
Management Committee, (270), 1969.06.26. Item 41/6/69. 

34 . HIJC, Newspaper clippings 6. J.F. UYS, "Louis Trichardt se raad het planne" in Die Noord- 
Transvaler, 1968.04.11. 

35. Ibid. 

36. MALT, Bckragtigde norules Jul. 1969 - Dcs. 1971 V, (Pages numbered diffuse.) Minutes 
Management meeting, (283), 1969 11.06. Item 3/11/69. 

37. MALT, Bckragtigde notulcs Jul. 1969 - Des. 1971 V, (Pages numbered diffuse.) Minutes 
Management meeting, (291), 1970.03.12. Item 33/3/70. 
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A memorable development in the field of local industry was the advent of 
Escom power for Louis Trichardt. In September 1967 Clr, A.J.P. Verreyne, the 
Mayor of Louis Trichardt announced that the town would soon be connected to 
the electricity supply of the Electricity Supply Commission, Escom. He 
predicted that the development would be a boon to the town. It had been found 
that the town’s power station was unable to provide in the growing demand for 
electrical power. The connection to Escom was considered to be the most cost- 
effective way of addressing the constant shortfall of electricity. In negotiations 
between the Council and Escom it was decided to make a connection of 132 
000 volts between Potgietersrust and Louis Trichardt. For this connection 
Louis Trichardt had to pay a basic fee of R13 500 per month. It was estimated 
that the connection to Escom power would cost the Council R30 000. The 
Council was intent on selling part of the power which was delivered to it by 
Escom. It was expected that the establishment of this connection would amount 
to some R250 000. At the time it was estimated that the power connection 
would be made by March 1968. 38 

The work progressed much faster than anticipated. In November 1967 Louis 
Trichardt linked up to Escom. The Council was then able to provide electricity 
to Messina, 59 Tshipise, Levubu and other areas. 40 Mr. A.Q. Harvy (1901-89) 
played a key role in the development of Louis Trichardt's new power supply 
system. After retiring from the position of Electrical Engineer at Warmbalhs, 
Mr. Harvy moved to Louis Trichardt where he oversaw the process of power 
transmission between 1966 to 1973. 4 ' The provision of electrical power was a 
boon to industrial activity in the Soutpansberg. In 1965 the town consumed 5 
million units. By 1971 it stood on 20,5 million units. 42 The Thomas power 
station at Elim continued to provide electricity up to the time when Escom 
power reached Louis Trichardt. The power was then sold to Elim. The power 
station did not come to a hall immediately. The network established by Victor 
Thomas was used to distribute electricity, purchased in bulk from the 
municipality to the local consumers. The arrangement continued until 1979, 
shortly before Mr. Thomas’ death. 43 


38 HUC, Newspaper dippings 5. J.F. UYS, “Groot onlwikkcling in die vooruitsig gestel: L.T. 

kry a s. jaar Evkom-krag" in Die Noord-Transvaler, 1967.09.15. 

39. HUC. Newspaper Clippings 7. J.F. UYS, “Evkom-krag vir Messina*’ in Die Noord - 
Transvaler, 1971.01.15. 

40 . P.H.C. DE VAAL, Die dorp Louis Trichardt, p. 46. 

41 . ANON., “AQ Harvy oorlede" in Zoutpansberger, 1989.03.10, p. 3. 

42. HUC. Newspaper Clippings 7. J.F. UYS, "Dorp het gegroei sedert 1965" in Die Noord 
Transvaler, 1971.10.08. 

43 . J. THOMAS, The South African branch of the Thomas Family - descendents of Jean-David 
Thomas of Bcrcher Switzerland, p. 27. 
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The removal of the Black residents of Getrudsberg 

Decentralised development and the formation of the homelands of South 
Africa, required sacrifices, for Black as well as White residents of the country. 
For some of the Black communities, the price was extremely high. In the wake 
of relocations substantial suffering was the order of the day. One of the areas 
close to Louis Trichardt affected by the arrangements of the government, was 
the Berlin Mission Station of Getrudsberg on the farm Ledig. Founded at the 
end of the nineteenth century for the Venda people, the mission station became 
an important centre for Black people along the Soutpansberg. It was a place of 
Christian compassion and education. Gertrudsberg was also the home of many 
people who were working as domestic servants in town. At the start of the 
1960’s, the residents were told they had to move to the farm Zamekomst, 
which belonged to Mr. J. Grieve. Mrs. Thenge (77) a retired teacher who was 
bom and raised at Gertrudsberg recalled life there as follows: 


Louis Trichardt was our town. We used to go there on foot. We did 
not even use a bus to go there. There was also alarm. It used to make 
us aware when it was seven o' clock, (or) five o’ clock. We could 
hear it at Gertrudsberg. At the time we did not have watches.... We 
used to plant mealies at Gertrudsberg, also pumpkins. We used to 
crash mealie rice and sell it to the White people in town. Sometimes 
we used to get 20 cents. Other times we would get the old dresses. 

We crashed the mealies with the stamper. We also used to raise 
cattle. 44 

Some 200 people in 1963 were moved with the help of the military to 
Zamekomst, in the western parts of the area of the chief Kutama. 45 

Mr. A.P. Thangavhuelelo contrasted the two places of residence in stark images 
when he explained that at Gertrudsberg: 

There was also a river called Magwakhulu. We used to get some fish 
there and water for the cattle. So, after school some others were 
doing temporary work at Louis Trichardt to get money to finish their 
studies. Some worked at the gardens. AJso during the school 
holidays we did the temporary work....We used to plough and many 
of the people had cattle. 46 

At Zamekomst the land was arid, and they were far removed from the urban 
environment. Memories of the journey to Zamekomst and the new experiences 
were well ingrained in the memory. He remembers: 

We were moved ... by the soldiers who were driving the trucks. 

They did not care about us. Sometimes if something fell from the 


44 

45 . 
46. 


LTTI, p. 174, 980708b Thcoga, E (77), House 11, Zamekomst Location. 
Ibid., p. 176. 

LTTl.p. 169. 980708a,Thangavhuelelo, A.P.(54), Zamenkomst Township. 
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truck they did not care about it, So when we came to this place we 
were divided into two groups. One group remained at 
Madombidzha, that is at Sinthumule. Those who said they would 
stay there agreed to stay under Chief Sinthumule. We liked to come 
to Zamekomst so that we could be free to work for God....We came 
here. There was no school. We just used the old farm house until the 
school was built I think in 1964-5. The church also used that old 
farm house. The white missionary also came out here with us. But 
we were under the control of Dean Masikila. The church was also 
built in 1964. 47 

For these people who over the years had to travel long distances to and from 
Louis Trichardt, and who were not really considered as being part of the 
traditional chieftaincy of Kutama, many privileges and basic services were not 
available. Their discontent with the conditions to which they were exposed 
simply escalated over the years. 

Black commercial enterprise 

In 1960 the Town Council of Louis Trichardt made provision for a number of 
business sites in the new township. 48 The system in which the local commercial 
enterprise was allowed to function was somewhat autocratic. In its regulations 
for prospective business people in the township, the Council required of 
entrepreneurs to “conduct business properly and keep a proper set of books”. 
Applicants also had to provide information as to what type of trade he/she had 
been conducted over a period of a few years. Only one license - the principle of 
one man one license - was granted to a person. The age of the person was taken 
into consideration. Hawking and peddling was restricted to articles not catered 
for by other traders in the area. 49 It was required of an applicant to have 
substantia] capital strength. A general dealer and a butcher had to have between 
£400 and £500; a dairy operator had to have £200; and a coal and wood 
merchant had to have £100. 0 

In November 1961 the Management Committee decided the Council would be 
responsible for the construction of all the business buildings in the township. 
An amount of R13 000 was set aside for the building project. 51 Existing traders 
in the old township were given permission to continue trading in the new 


47. Ibid., p. 169-70. 

48. MALT. Council Minutes July lo October 1960, p. 335. Report of the Deputation who 
discussed Bantu Affairs in Pretoria on 29th and 30th Septembei 1960. 

49 . MALT. Council Minutes November 1960 to February 1961. pp. 8101. Report of the Assistant 
Town Clerk for the month ended 31st January 1961. H.J.L. Bergh - Chairman and member of 
the Bantu Affairs Committee, c. Jan. 1961. 

50. MALT. Council Minutes November I960 to February 1961. p. 811. Report of the Assistant 
Town Clerk for the month ended 31st January 1961. H.J.L. Bergh - Chairman and member of 
the Bantu Affairs Committee, c. Jan. 1961. 

51 . MALT, Vcrgadcrings gehou gedurende Aug. 1961-Dcs. 1961, Vol. I, p. 313. Notule spesiale 
vcrgadcring van die stadsraad, 1961.11.28. 
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township. 52 At a special meeting held between traders and Council 
representatives on 30 November 1961 a number of traders made application for 
business operations in the new township. They were Messrs. A. Matodzi, 
General dealer and fresh produce dealer; C. Mabasa, Fresh Produce dealer and 
Eating house; S. Rapalalana and S. Chuma who wanted to operate as general 
dealers; P. Mulaudzi who wanted to operate as a general and fresh produce 
dealer; W. Matidza a general dealer; G. Nlulani bicycle dealer; M. Baloyi 
general and fresh produce dealer; F. Maduma Fresh produce dealer and mineral 
water trader; R. Maluleke hairdresser; W. Maguga general and fresh produce 
dealer; M. Rangana hairdresser. 53 Of the 12 dealers who wanted to start 
operations in the township only two, S. Rapalana and S. Chuma were interested 
in buying the premises on which they would conduct business. 54 

Although the Council appeared to be open to selling the shops to prospective 
business people in the new township, the Department of Bantu Administration 
and Development, was not. Mr. C.C. Vermeulen, the Secretary of the 
Department, notified the Council that it was considered better if the shops were 
only rented to business people in the township. By doing this the department 
felt that the Council would not be tied down to dealing with fixed property 
matters if and when the conditions of a given trader changed in the township. 5 
By implication it meant that the traders, like most of the residents in the 
township, were considered as being part of a temporary grouping in the 
confines of the urban settlement. 

There were other areas of commercial activity open to Black entrepreneurs. In 
November 1961 Mr. Joel Mulaudzi, a local transport operator asked the 
Council for permission to provide a bus service between Louis Trichardt and 
the new Black township. This was refused on the grounds that Mr. Mulaudzi 
was not a resident of the township. 56 In February 1964 the Management 
Committee gave Mr. Job Rapalalani permission to operate a bus service 
between the township and the town. The permission was given subject to the 
principle that he complied as bus operator with the regulations. He also had to 
maintain the route on which a decision had already been made. S7 

In October 1961 the Council decided to ask the Provincial Administration for 
permission to establish a bottle store in the new township. A loan of R8 590.00 


52. MALT, Vcrgaderings gehou gedurende Aug. 1961-Des. 1961, Vol. 1, p. 223. Notulc 
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was to be raised to equip the bottle store in the township. 58 By March 1963 the 
estimates for die development of the bottle store as well as a sorghum beer 
brewery amounted to more than R17 000. The Management Committee then 
resolved to ask for permission to undertake the development from the 
Council’s capital development fund. 59 

In September 1961 the Management Committee gave the green light for a local 
beer hall. The profits generated were to be used to pay for die development of 
die new Black township. It was also resolved that the Council would not claim 
up for itself the sole right to produce beer. 60 For some reason the beer brewing 
initiative of the municipality simply did not get off the ground. In April 1969 
the Council started buying sorghum beer from the Messina municipality. The 
Louis Trichardt Council no longer wanted anything to do with the process of 
brewing and overseeing the preparation of beer. 61 It appears as if this 
arrangement did not work well. By September 1969 the Council was buying 
sorghum beer from Petersburg. 62 

The reason for this state of affairs is probably because the residents of the 
township were involved in an extremely lucrative trade of brewing and selling 
home made beer. Mrs. A. Green was part of a stokvel 6 * of some four people 
who would brew beer and then sell it to local people who were interested in 
buying. The residents, of the township were not allowed to brew more than 
"four gallons" (15,2 litres) at a time. This was intended basically for personal 
consumption. The members of the stokvel usually made considerably more, 
because, as she explained, four gallons did not last a long time when people 
started drinking. They would usually pay 6d for a canned fruit container full of 
beer. In the days before strong alcohol could be sold to people of colour, the 
stokvel members could provide the drinkers with tottot and vanja - distilled 
alcohol. At times they were even able to procure supplies of brandy and gin. 
Some Europeans provided the drink to the stokvel. 54 

Brewing beer was a risky business. In September 1960 some 341 litres of beer 
were confiscated at the municipal brickyards. 65 In October 227,4 litres of beer 


58. MALT, Vergaderings gehou gedurende Aug. 1961-Dcs. 1961. Vol. I, p. 153. Spesialc 
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Since the 1930’s the Brenner family played an important role in the 
town. Mr. Chaim Brenner (Grond Lodge Officer in England) and his 
sons Maish (Master of the Lion of the North Lodge), Stand and Arnold 
in 1961. 


Source: M. Brenner, Johannesburg. 






Town Clerk Mr. Ben Cronje in conversation with Mrs. Petro Bronn 
the wife of Clr. Marius Bronn at a social function in the 1960’s. 

Source: MALT. 
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were confiscated at the Rietvlei plots. 66 In January 1961 303,2 litres of beer 
were confiscated at the brickyards. Three women were prosecuted in the course 
of the month for the brewing beer illegally. 67 Considered from a position 
removed in time, it is evident that the Black residents of Louis Trichardt and 
environs were creative and enterprising. At the same time they were able to 
maintain a vibrant urban Black culture at the foot of the Soutpansberg. 

There were also at the time moves by the Council to try and help the Black 
residents of the township economically when they were given permission in 
February 1961 to provide bricks for the construction of houses in the new 
Black township, Tshikota. The fixed price was £3/10/0 per thousand bricks. 
The purchases were also subject to the availability of bricks from the large 
brick makers and also the quality of the bricks manufactured. 68 

White commercial activity 

Developments in the commercial sector of Louis Trichardt was vividly 
described in a 1966 publication, aimed at marketing the town. It was stated: 

The spacious shops can satisfy the most fastidious taste. Big, 
modem garages are at the service of the motorist. Numerous streets 
are already tarred and the Town Council is doing all in its power to 
develop Louis Trichardt as the showplace of the Northern 
Transvaal. 69 

In 1958 Mr. Dick Kirsten and his wife, Esther, arrived in Louis Trichardt. They 
had just taken over the local printing shop. Mr. Kirsten worked at the 
Government Printers in Pretoria, prior to the family’s move to the north. 
Initially they only concentrated on doing printing, but later the firm started 
selling stationary and a wide variety of other related items for which there was 
a need. 70 

In 1963 a youthful Mr. Solly Noor started a shop called Solly’s Record Bar in 
Trichardt Street. Helped financially by his father, Mr. Mansuli Noor, to get the 
business on the go, the young entrepreneur started selling record players 
instead of records as a result of a growing demand for electrical appliances. In 
later years Mr. Noor stood at the helm of one of the most successful businesses 
in town. 71 
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The Rhodesian factor and commerce in Louis Trichardt 

In the 1960’s tourism was one of the definite growth industries of the 
Soutpansberg region. A number of hotels were operating along the mountain, 
next to the national road between Pretoria and Salisbury. The Rhodesian 
Federation (which comprised Northern and Southern Rhodesia as well as 
Nyassaland) provided the Soutpansberg with many tourists. 72 Strong ties of 
friendship developed between the residents of the Soutpansberg with members 
of the White community in Rhodesia over the years. 73 

There was a lively hotel industry. Healthy competition promoted a spirit of 
excellence amongst these businesses, By that time the Mountain Inn (later to be 
called the Mountain View Hotel) had already established a reputation for itself 
as “one of the best known hotels in South Africa”. 74 In 1961 Dr. Steggman, the 
well-known local dentist and community leader built and managed the Ingwe 
Motel. The story is told that when he was busy with the construction of the 
hotel, which he incidentally designed and built himself, 75 there was a leopard, 
which would frequently take up a position on a rock ledge from where it 
watched what was happening on the building site. It was this animal known as 
an “ingwe” in the vernacular Venda, which provided the hotel with its name. 76 
In 1968 Andy and Marga Anderson, purchased the Cloud’s End Hotel outside 
Louis Trichardt. After Mr. Anderson’s death, Mrs. Anderson (1928-1995) 
carried on with the business until her death in 1995, when it was taken over by 
local hotelier Mr. Dennis Schnehage. 77 

At the end of 1965, in view of the Unilateral Declaration of Independence 
(UDI) of Southern Rhodesia under Mr. Ian Smith, commerce in the Northern 
Transvaal benefited from the state of affairs. According to news reports many 
of the residents of Southern Rhodesia visited especially Messina, but also Louis 
Trichardt. One of the major products they were buying was petrol. 78 Shortly 
afterwards it was reported that officials of the British Embassy were apparently 
harassing petrol trucks en route to Rhodesia. The British officials were 
apparently driving up and down the national road in a yellow Ford Zephyr. 
Petrol trucks were stopped and the drivers were then asked what their 
destination was; who was their supplier; who were they delivering the fuel to; 
and whether they were transporting petrol, diesel or paraffin. The officials, 
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travelling in an official diplomatic vehicle also took photographs of the 
vehicles. 79 

There was also another side to the story. Up to the early 1960’s it basically was 
a tradition for many young White males to find their way up to the Copper Belt 
of Northern Rhodesia where they earned lots of money. 0 Most of these people 
returned to South Africa after their spell in the north. For local commerce these 
White colonial migrant workers of sorts were valuable. They earned large sums 
of money and did not hesitate to buy, if the goods were right. Because trade 
revolved around transport, most of the garages were doing good business in 
terms of petrol sales. 81 Business in Louis Trichardt was good for the motiving 
industry. As many Rhodesians were beginning to experience the process of 
international isolation after 1965, Louis Trichardt was beginning to become a 
centre of trade and commerce with the neighbouring stale. Some business 
people had been far sighted enough to see what was going to happen. In 1963 
Mr. Vin le Cornu (1923-1991) started the successful Datsun (Later Nissan) car 
dealership. Mount Fuji Motors. 82 This garage previously belonged to the 
Schultz family. 83 Despite the national road later passing the centre of town, the 
garage proved to be one of the stable concerns in the economy of Louis 
Trichardt. 

An important result of the UDI in Rhodesia was that troops of the South 
African Defence Force were gradually placed in a position of readiness along 
the northern borders of the country. It prepared the way for the Soutpansberg 
Military Area. In 1963 the Messina Sub Area was created and shortly 
afterwards the Northern Transvaal Command of the Defence Force purchased 
the farm Aletta. Later the farm Madimbo was purchased and converted into the 
headquarters of the battalion. 84 

Industrial development 

As far as White industrial activity was concerned in the period under discussion 
Soutpansberg was still considered to be ostensibly beef country. In April 1961 
Clr. H.J. Deyssel, in a publicity report to the Council, observed that farming 
and in particular meat production was one of the major industrial activities in 
the Louis Trichardt region. 85 At the time he was trying to convince the Council 
to take note of the development support the government was prepared to 
provide for the development of the region within the framework of the 
decentralisation policy. The local developments had to be closely related to the 
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meat production industry. 86 He wanted to see the local abattoir facilities 
developed; cold storage facilities improved; and a canning factory had to be 
considered for meat products. 87 It was easier said than done. Attracting a 
canning factor to Louis Trichardt was difficult. In 1965 the Council gave 
permission to Northern Canners to open up a factory in Louis Trichardt. 88 An 
allocation of erven for the factory had been made. By the start of 1967, they 
still appeared to be in two minds as far as opening a factory was concerned. 
They asked for their application to stand over for a period of three months. 89 

The major boost to industrial development was the approval in March 1961, by 
the Townships Board, of the development of Extension 3 (Industrial) township 
in Louis Trichardt. 90 In August 1961, when the local industrial development 
committee held meetings with representative of the Border Industrial 
Development Board, it was mentioned that funds would be made available to 
help local industrialists to start up industries in Louis Trichardt. 9 ’ One of the 
major drawbacks in the case of Louis Trichardt was the fact that it was further 
away from high population density centres. It was said that urban centres such 
as Petersburg and Potgietersrust would enjoy preference if and when 
developments were initiated. 92 

In the farming industry there were a number of favourable developments. At 
Levubu Settlement, some 35 km to the east of Louis Trichardt, the local 
experimental farm was transferred to the Citrus and Subtropical Fruit Research 
Institute in 1966. On the 23 ha of land valuable research was conducted into the 
types of fruit which could be produced in what was one of the most fertile 
agricultural areas along the Soutpansberg. 93 

Despite the fact that many farmers were switching to Bonsmara cattle in the 
Northern Transvaal, there were still those farmers who preferred fanning with 
what they considered to be the “best” cattle. One such fanner was Mr. Hansie 
Uys of Vlakteplaas, at Waterpoort in the Soutpansberg district, who had a 
special liking for yellow Afrikaner cattle. An outstanding feature of Mr. Uys’ 
feeding approach was that the cattle grazed primarily on the available grass and 
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shrub.' 1 '' Another local farmer, Mr. H.J.P. Olivier, of the farm Hastings, also at 
Waterpoort, had a preference for a cross between the Afrikaner and the 
Devon. 95 Not all areas in the Soutpansberg were conducive to cattle ranching. 
In 1961 Mr. At van Coller of the Waterpoort vicinity, had caught no less than 
50 leopards in traps he used on his farm. 96 It was evidently a time in which 
nature conservation considerations did not extend a humane hand of help to 
these animals. 

A major problem facing cattle farming in the 1960’s was the fact that the 
population of cattle was undergoing a significant decline. In 1965 Mr. Manie 
Malan of the Meat Board visited Louis Trichardl. A memorandum was handed 
over to him in which local farmers expressed concern over the general decline 
in cattle numbers. In 1960 White farmers in the Northern Transvaal had 247 
000 head of cattle. By 1965 this had dropped to about 100 000. The decline 
was ascribed to the fact that the recent drought had forced farmers into a 
situation in which they had to sell off large quantities of cattle. 97 Dr. F.R. 
Tomlinson then warned that great care should be taken to protect the farming 
industry. He expressed fears that the overt concentration on industrial 
development, was forcing farmers into a less significant role in the economic 
life of the region. In 1965 the farming sector was responsible for 43 per cent of 
the regional income. Mining contributed 16, 9 per cent; factories had an 8,6 per 
cent and services made out 31 per cent of the regional income. 98 

In September 1967 a call was made on farmers in the Soutpansberg region to 
build up their cattle stocks once again. The request was made at a meeting that 
was held in September 1967 under the auspices of the Department of 
Agricultural Technical Services’ division for veterinary services. 99 In 1968 
experts of the Department of Agriculture were of the opinion that farmers in 
the Northern Transvaal, especially in the irrigation areas, should look at the 
potential of introducing sheep farming. They pointed out that the sheep did not 
like the sweet Bushveld grass. Instead the animals preferred sour grass. In areas 
where there was sweet grass, they advised, preference should be given to 
goats. 100 What is interesting is that in the previous century there were many 
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farmers who had sheep flocks in the Northern Transvaal. 101 One of the major 
problems confronting livestock farming in the Northern Transvaal was the 
shortage of suitable grazing. At a farmers’ day held at Mara Research station. 
Prof. A.J. Prinsloo in June 1968 told fanners that as farms became smaller 
more and more farmers were looking at improved grazing methods in order to 
maintain large numbers of cattle on the land. 103 

As far as fresh produce was concerned there appeared to be a lack of local 
interest. Despite sturdy efforts by the farming community to concentrate on 
fresh produce, it was evident by the end of 1967 that the market was very 
unstable. In that year, for example, onions dropped from R6 to 50 cents within 
the space of one month. 103 

As far as the farming industry was concerned the Transvaal Lewendehawe 
Korporasie (TLK) in Louis Trichardt started making substantial progress. A 
youthful Mr. Willie Roux joined the firm in Louis Trichardt after being 
transferred over from Ermelo in 1966. As marketing manager he started 
promoting the idea of presenting livestock auctions at Louis Trichardt. This 
trend gained momentum after he was promoted to the top management of the 
firm in Louis Trichardt. 104 

At Levubu development was also underway, This was to a large extent the 
result of a comprehensive research project which was being conducted by the 
local farmers, experts from the Department of Agriculture and professional 
researchers. In 1963 at Levubu a number of local farmers, with the assistance 
of their extensions officer, Mr. Willie Schutte, started a study committee. Talks 
had been held with Dr. J.H. Grobler, a researcher at the Citrus and Subtropical 
Fruit Research Institute in Nelspruit. 105 In 1967 after Dr. Grobler had become 
the Director of the Research Institute, a plot of land known as A49, which had 
earlier been used for experimental purposes by researchers of the University of 
Pretoria, was set aside for research purposes. In April 1967 the plot was 
transferred from the Department of Lands to the Research Institute and Mr. E. 
Ferris took up duties as the responsible official. He was succeeded the 
following year by Mr. Piet de Wet. Afterwards Messrs Hannes Kruger, Frans 
Kuhne, Andries Alberts and Dirk Nel carried on with research. 106 The research 
and sound preparation done by the farmers put them on the road to a level of 
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development, unsurpassed up to that point in lime. According to some of the 
farmers, the period 1963-73 was the golden era of fanning at Levubu. 107 

Before the end of the 1960’s Levubu macadamia fanner, Mr. Bertie le Roux, 
was one of the trend setters in the industry. 108 On several occasions he was 
invited to present papers and hold talks. 109 By 1970 an estimated 20 000 
macadamia trees had already been planted at Levubu.' 10 In the years to come, 
nut fanning was to become one of the most lucrative industries, especially in 
the Levubu area. Another resident of the Levubu area, Mr. Peter Kirk-Cohen of 
Ratombo, started up his own pineapple canning factory. This innovative 
development was the product of his initial inability to sell pineapples at a 
profit. He was able to make a breakthrough in the lucrative overseas markets 
where there was a substantial demand for his product. 111 

The farmers at the top of the Soutpansberg were also active. Local farmer, Mr. 
M.R. (Bob) Rottcher (1908-1969), started the avocado growing industry in the 
region. Bom in a German family resident at Muden in the Greytown area of 
KwaZulu-Natal region, he started farming first in the Tzaneen area. In 1935 he 
and his wife Suzie (nee Bezuidenhout) moved to the farm Rietbok in the 
Soutpansberg where her parents had been farming since the beginning of the 
century. He started experiments with the Fuerte variety, and even cut the 
timber for the crates at his own saw milling operation. In 1946 he started his 
avocado growing operations on the farm Schyffontein. In the 1950’s he and 
Mr. Fred Kuhne founded the Northern Transvaal Avocado Growers’ 
Association in his home on the farm. This organisation later went up in the 
South African Avocado Growers’ Association (SAAGA). In the 1950’s 
Messrs. Rdttcher and Kuhne experimented with the export market for the fruit, 
but after an unsuccessful first attempt shelved the plan and instead concentrated 
exclusively on the South African market. In 1965 his son, H.C. (Carlie) 
Rottcher started farming with avocados at Levubu. In the years to follow he 
and other avocado farmers, such as Messrs. Danie van Tonder and Billie 
Geycr, were able to successfully lead the way towards tapping the lucrative 
export market for the avocado produce of thre Soutpansberg." 2 


Another pioneering family of the Witvlag area of the Soutpansberg was the 
Ehlerts. They settled locally in the 1950’s. By the 1960’s they were familiar 
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with the environment and able to make an innovative contribution to the local 
fanning industry. In 1961 Mrs. K.L. Ehlert had established a flourishing 
carnation nursery on the family’s farm in the mountains on top of Louis 
Trichardt. The carnations - produced at a rate of 70 000 per month - were being 
exported to all parts of the country. 113 In 1962 Mr. H. Ehlert and his son 
Manfred started producing Piretrum flowers, necessary for the production of 
the poison substance DDT. 11 '' The local crop, considered to be of an 
outstanding quality, despite the prevailing drought conditions of the 1960’s, 
was delivered to a factory in Natal. By 1968 the flowers were selling for the 
favourable price of R625 per ton. The Ehlert family were at the time part of a 
group of only 31 farmers in South Africa responsible for producing the plant. 115 

The local mining industry appeared to be dynamic in the 1960’s. In September 
1960 the Council gave permission to Mrs. J.M. Chomse to do prospecting free 
of charge for six months on municipal lands. 116 At the time Iscor was busy 
exploring parts of the Waterpoort region for coal. 117 At its 16 September 1960 
meeting the Finance and General Purposes Committee took note of the fact that 
prospecting for coal was taking place at Waterpoort. Clr S. Bronn said that the 
Council should make inquiries to find out as to whether it had any substantial 
significance for the town of Louis Trichardt. 118 Clr. J.H. Schoeman was then 
instructed by the Council to investigate the matter and report back. 119 At the 
October meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee it was 
decided that a meeting was to be held between Iscor and the Council. 120 
Frequently the matter of coal mining came up at meetings. At a congress of the 
Noord-Transvaalse Plaaslike Owerhede, held on 7 September 1962, it was 
decided to ask the Department of Mining to start with the development of the 
coal field in the Waterpoort area and behind the Soutpansberg as soon as 
possible. 121 Very little came of the proposed coal mining developments 
however. 

At the end of 1965 Mr. Jan Haak the Minister of Mining and Planning at 
Messina made a call on the captains of industry to focus on the mining 
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potential of the Northern Transvaal. He particularly referred to the diamond 
deposits of the Northern Transvaal. Explaining that some time or another the 
gold deposits would be exhausted, he felt that it was necessary also to look at 
the potential of mining the lesser minerals. 122 In January 1967 the Management 
Committee approved of a request by Mr. J.S. Henning to do some prospecting 
along the mountain cliffs. It was approved on the condition that all the holes 
that were opened, had to be closed again. Also the Council had to be notified if 
any worthwhile discoveries of any minerals whatsoever were made. 123 

In January 1969 a company by the name of African Copper Mines started a 
new copper mine about 96 km to the east of Tshipise. The mine had been in 
operation until 1911 by a German company which apparently halted production 
prior to the outbreak of World War I. According to the owners of the mine, 
Messrs G. Spedding, P.Z.J. van Vuuren, M. Chaitow and Senator P.A. 
Stoffberg, the mine was one of the richest of its kind in the country. They 
intended producing in January 1969 an anticipated 50 tons of copper. The mine 
was discovered by Mr. Johannes Olivier who had spent ten years prospecting in 
the Northern Transvaal before he started out on the particular venture, 4 

The timber industry in Louis Trichardt was at the time still one of the major 
sectors of economic growth. The local forestry industry was experiencing a 
boom. As a result of the sanctions campaign against South Africa, timber of 
Soutpansberg was very much in demand. At the time there were 13 000 morgen 
of state forests and about 10 000 morgen of private forests in the region. The 
Department of Forestry in Louis Trichardt at the time employed no less than 2 
800 people. 125 In 1966 Shefeera Timbers, under the directorship of Mr. P.T. 
Cast, employed 32 whites and 650 Blacks at its mills where more than a 
million cubic metres of timber was processed every year. The firm produced 
building timber, ceiling material, flooring, boxwood and creosote poles. Apart 
from supplying the local market, Shefeera also exported timber products to 
Zimbabwe and event to the Congo (Zaire, currently the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo). 126 

The rapid industrial development also had negative side effects - pollution. 
Louis Trichardt, being part of a saw milling environment was faced with its 
quota of problems in terms of the storage of sawdust. In 1962 Shefeera Timbers 
asked the Council for permission to dump excess sawdust in unused gravel pits 
to the east of the town. The Town Clerk, Mr. Ben Cronje, was not very eager to 
comply with this request. He pointed out that the Health Inspector had earlier 
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given permission for the dumping to take place. Two people then burnt to death 
when the sawdust was set alight. Clr. Snyman felt that Shefeera Timbers had to 
consider dumping the sawdust instead on their lands. The Management 
Committee was favourably disposed towards the saw milling company of 
assistance, because the town needed the industry. They felt that a solution had 
to be found for the problem of disposing of sawdust in a sensible manner. 127 

Social developments 

In terms of cultural activities the 1960’s were marked by much activity. In 
1964 a number of Afrikaans speaking men of Louis Trichardt came together 
and formed the Louis Trichardt Rapportryerskorps. This social club was 
responsible for promoting the Afrikaans culture.' 28 In many ways it also 
created the opportunities for Afrikaans speaking residents of the town and 
district, who were preoccupied in their daily tasks to pursue interests of a 
cultural nature. 129 Whereas the English speaking residents of the town tended to 
gravitate towards the social activities of the local country club, the Afrikaans 
speaking townspeople, preferred to socialise in more formal sectors of the 
town’s social structures. 30 It was also an era when it was possible to combine 
work and play in a most pleasant manner. A fine example of this was the Berg 
Boerevereniging’s annual Nuwejaarsfees (New Year’s festival) on the farm 
Sandfontein of Mr. Hansie Lombaard. The day was usually marked by many 
residents of Louis Trichardt and district, along with visitors to the 
Soutpansberg, participated in traditional Boeresport activities. 131 

In terms of religious developments there were also a lot of activities. When Ds. 
J.P.B. Venter came to the Nederduitsche Hervormde Congregation of Louis 
Trichardt in 1949 there were only 342 people in the parish. The congregation, 
with the aid of their new minister then started working towards the acquisition 
of a piece of land. When he left in 1957 the church’s property in Krogh Street 
had been acquired. In 1959 Ds. J.M. Labuschagne became the minister. He 
served the congregation until 1970. Until that time the membership had 
increased to 525 people. The church building was taken into use in 1961. 132 
After the departure of Ds. J.P.B. Venter in 1970 the following minister have 
served the congregation: G.P.J. Grobler (1972-80), P.J. van der Merwe (1981- 
5), Z.C. Robberts (1986-9), P.R. Buitendach (1987-90) and the Revs. F.P. Horn 
and M.A. Venter. 133 

In August 1961 the Management Committee gave the Hindu Congregation of 
Louis Trichardt permission to build an asbestos building which could serve as a 
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church. In view of the potential implementation of the Group Areas Act the 
Council did not want to give permission for the construction of a permanent 
building. The congregation had to re-apply every six months for an extension 
of their right to the use of the land. 134 

In June 1962 the Pastor W.P.H. Schultz, on behalf of the local congregation of 
the Lutheran Evangelical Church, asked the Council for a plot of land for the 
construction of a church. Their church at the mission station of Gertrudsberg, 
on the farm Ledig, had to be evacuated as a result of the relocation of the Black 
residents of the mission station to Zamekomst. 135 A plot of land was provided 
to the congregation in Breda Street and on 27 February 1966 the church was 
consecrated. 136 

St. Marks Anglican Church was moved from Krogh Street in 1969 after a new 
church had been built in Munnik Street. The maintenance of the old church had 
become too costly. 137 Part of the stone doorway of the original church was 
reconstructed adjacent to the new building in memory of the original church, 138 

One of the major social services - the old age home - of Louis Trichardt 
became a reality in the 1960’s. The First plans for an old age home were 
mooted as early as January 1955 when the Council approved of the registration 
of the Old Age Home Society under the Welfare Organisations Act. 139 In 
March 1955 the Council granted the Old Age Home Committee an additional 
piece of land, adjacent to the land already given to them. The understanding 
was that it had to be approved of by the Provincial Administration. 140 This was 
approved and in April 1955 the grant was made. 141 In August Mr. B.E. Lavin 
wrote the Council a letter stating there was general consensus that the land 
provided by the Council for the construction of the old age home was not 
suitable. He asked that the Council consider the potential of another piece of 
land. The Council consented to this and decided to provide them with another 
piece of land, once they had made proposals to the Council. 142 

In February 1959 the Finance and General Purposes Committee decided in 
principle that the Council would take the lead in the establishment of an old age 
home for Louis Trichardt. The Council was also prepared to provide the 
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necessary administrative support in this respect. 143 In May 1959 the Council 
approved the grant of erven numbers 2108, 2109, 2110 and 2111 in Extension 
2. 144 Once Mr. J.H. Schoeman stepped in the project got underway. 145 The 
building plans for the centre were approved by the Council in November 1964 
and shortly afterwards the construction of the project started. The Council 
made a contribution of R52 876 by the time the complex was completed in 
September 1967. The first Chairman of the Executive Committee of Ons Tuiste 
was Clr. John Byles. 146 

Conclusion 

The 1960’s was a period of exceptional development in Louis Trichardt and 
along the Soutpansberg as a whole. Government policy made it possible for the 
town to make considerable headway in terms of industrial development. The 
external environment also favoured the town. Especially the lucrative 
commercial opportunities with people travelling between the Soutpansberg and 
colonial Rhodesia, were a boon to the local economy. The town increasingly 
became a cultural centre which, not only catered for the needs of a rural White 
community. It also provided members of the Black community, who were 
faced with the complex and painful experience of urbanisation with 
opportunities to become familiar with an environment of profit, labour and free 
enterprise. It is remarkable with what ingenuity some of the enterprising 
member of the Black township could secure for themselves an income and even 
prosper at the same time. 

Ultimately the 1960’s also marked the end of Africa’s colonial character. The 
withdrawal of European powers from the continent did not auger well for the 
White minority of South Africa. In the country racially discriminatory 
measures were the order of the day to secure the future of the Whites. As a 
community the Whites tended to be resilient. In a similar fashion to the 
frontiers people of the previous century the Soutpansbergers of the 60’s 
persevered in a mountain region of immense natural beauty and splendour. 
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Chapter 11 


The 1970’s - an era of unsurpassed growth 


As far as municipal government in Louis Trichardt was concerned, the year 
1971 marked the end of an era - the era of Ben Cronje. When he retired in 
1971 Mr. Cronje had scored a number of achievements. Not only was he the 
longest serving town clerk in South Africa - 40 years - but for 20 of the 40 
years he had also worked as treasurer of the town. 1 At the time, and even 
subsequently few people had the insight and experience of Mr. Cronje. He was 
a short man, somewhat curt in his approach, but an extremely hard and 
thorough worker. Few people knew as much as he did of the way in which the 
town of Louis Trichardt fitted together. 

When Mr. Conic van Rooyen took over as Town Clerk in June 1971, a new era 
started in the history of the town. In his maiden speech to the Town Council on 
26 June 1971 Mr. Van Rooyen singled out a number of issues which he felt 
needed to be addressed in the near future. As a man, perhaps more familiar 
with accounting terms, he was literally forced to make a rapid transition to a 
new role as chief executive officer of a dynamic local authority. It was 
necessary, he explained, to speed up the town’s tarring program. The old Indian 
area of the town had to be cleared up and the area had to be resettled. The 
general appearance of the town had to be approved. Inter alia he wanted to 
beautify the streets with trees. More industrial erven had to be made available. 
Also a luxury residential area had to be established. Mr. Van Rooyen foresaw 
the establishment of a Youth Centre in conjunction with the local churches. 
More tourist attractions also had to be developed. One of the important 
improvements had to be the caravan park. In terms of railway development he 
wanted to see an extension to the east. He also was of the opinion that the local 
railway communications could bring more revenue to the town. 2 An important 
issue for him was the construction of a new Civic Centre. Furthermore a new 
abattoir was to be established. He wanted to see the distribution of electrical 
power being extended to all parts of the district. In view of the growing 
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consumer market, Mr. Van Rooyen wanted to see more industrial activities 
aimed at providing a wide range of produce. 3 

The accent on development, within the parameters laid down by the central 
government, was clear. Increasingly the way the town was being run came in 
line with general trends in the Northern Transvaal as a whole. There were 
advantages in following this line. During the period 1972-3 there was a healthy 
demand for more industrial erven in Extension 4, the town's second industrial 
township. There were 82 erven with access to rail facilities. Of the 18 erven 
which had been set out for development in the first phase of the project, already 
11 had been sold by mid 1973. 4 Shortly afterwards more industrial 
development followed. Clr. D.H.J. van der Lith, the chairman of the 
Management Committee, clearly spelt out the nature of development taking 
placed in Louis Trichardt at the time. In a comment on the Council’s budget for 
the 1973-4 financial year, he pointed out that no less than Rl,6 million had 
been set aside by the Council for the purposes of capital development. It 
comprised extensions to the existing water scheme (R335 000), and the 
electricity supply scheme (R420 000), the construction of the new abattoir 
(R250 000), the Council’s road building program (R102 000), railway facilities 
in the industrial township (R183 000) and diverse smaller projects. 5 

In 1974 Mr. Manie Eloff, one of the local farming pioneers, saw the factors 
favouring Louis Trichardt as good businesses doing business at favourable 
prices, good roads, educational facilities in the form of schools and boarding 
quarters, and suitable parking space. 6 Judging from the finances of the Town 
Council, this vibrant mix of factors was on the mark. By 1974 the budget of the 
Council had more than doubled on the previous year. It now stood at R3,2 
million of which almost half was revenue. Management Committee Chairman, 
Clr. Marius Broun, described the economic trend of development as one of 
“dynamic growth” and “trust in the future development” of the town. 7 Judging 
from the proclamation of new townships in Louis Trichardt as well as the 
establishment of new industries in the town, it was evident that growth was the 
order of the day. Despite inflationary conditions which affected the economy of 
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the country as a whole in the second half of the 1970's, the Council still 
persisted with a concerted effort to progressively develop the town. 8 

National Road 

One of the first pressing problems that had be addressed was the issue of the 
proposed national road. On 17 September 1971 Mr. Fanie Botha, the Minister 
of Water Affairs and Forestry and the MEC, Mr. B.J. Vorster, held talks with 
councillors in Louis Trichardt. The Council was told the route which the 
highway was eventually to follow, had not yet been finalised. It could take as 
long as 15 years before any final decision on the matter would be taken. 9 For 
the residents, and especially the business community this was not good news. 
There were all kinds of rumours running. One was that the highway would 
bypass Louis Trichardt to the west, in the vicinity of Waterpoort. 10 This state of 
uncertainty affected the development of Eltivillas, the Asian residential and 
commercial township being established to the east of the proposed national 
road. 

Indian business people were perturbed by the fact that the road would not be 
close to the proposed shopping centre. This affected the way in which many 
Indian residents of the town were feeling about relocating to Eltivillas. As a 
consequence some of the residents of the new township withdrew their 
applications for financial aid from the Department of Community Development 
for financial assistance. 11 The Council continued to provide the township with 
infra-structural services. 12 

The matter was meanwhile amicably resolved and the way was prepared for the 
bypass road to be through the town. In June 1978, responding to the 
requirements of the Roads Department, the Management Committee gave 
permission for the final planning of the bypass. It was also intended to have a 
robot at the intersection where the national road crossed the Louis Trichardt- 
Sibasa road. 13 The latter was an issue over which a final decision never was 
taken. 

Housing 
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The demand for housing in Louis Trichardt in genera) increased substantially in 
the 1970’s. In 1972 building plans to the value of R1 58 million had been 
approved by the Council. The following year the value of approved plans rose 
to R2,04 million, 14 A total of 82 erven for residential purposes had been sold in 
the course of the year. By 1974 the growth continued unabated. The Council 
sold 60 residential stands for R76 000. 15 The Council also invested R144 00 in 
the further development of 20 units in the economic housing division. 16 Despite 
difficult recessionary conditions in 1976 a total of 33 new houses were built in 
Louis Trichardt. Residents also spent R698 100 on improvements to their 
houses. 17 

Tshikota, in July 1973, had about 830 two, three and four roomed houses. 
There were hostel facilities for more than 500 men. In view of the proposed 
removal of the residents, the new owners of the township, the Bantu 
Administration Board did not make any provisions for improvements to the 
township. 18 In March 1973 the Management Committee proposed to the 
Council that the streets in the new prestige township of the town, Extension 6, 
also known as Uitsig, be named after former mayors of Louis Trichardt. The 
names mentioned in the proposal of the committee were De Vaal, Barnard, 
Snyman and Schimper. 19 

By 1971 the residential relocation of the Indian community to Eltivillas was a 
fact. In February 1972 the local building societies indicated that they were not 
prepared to building loans in the new township under the contractual conditions 
which had been drawn up between the Council and the buyers of erven. The 
matter was then taken to the Director of Local Government. 20 An equitable 
solution was found. 

Apartheid 

The hard core of the apartheid policy was beginning to make itself felt, 
complete with the costly duplication of facilities. In January 1972 a 
government committee, responsible for co-ordinating policy in the Northern 
Transvaal, asked the Council to see to it that local garages provided toilet 
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facilities for Black people travelling in the region. By making available these 
facilities, it was stated, tourists to the region would not be offended by seeing 
black people making use of the veld for ablution purposes. 21 By 1974 the 
Council was instructed by the Department of Local Government to make 
certain that in terms of the Provincial ordinances sufficient provision was made 
for proper toilet facilities for Blacks employed in the town. There also had to 
be eating houses and overnight facilities for people of colour. 22 

In November 1975 a survey brought to light that there were only 7 places in 
Louis Trichardt with toilet facilities for people of colour. 23 In the tourist 
industry attempts were afoot to get more “international hotels” located in the 
Northern Transvaal so that Black travellers passing through the region could 
get accommodation. Petersburg was the only centre at the time qualifying for 
an international hotel. It was the Holiday Inn, which came into existence in the 
early 1970’s. 

In July 1977 four applications were submitted to the Council for eating houses. 
Of these three were accepted, but one in Krogh Street was not approved, 
because it was feared that the presence of the eating house in the area might 
cause Black congestion on the main street of Louis Trichardt. 24 Providing 
accommodation to people of colour in Louis Trichardt also was a prickly pear, 
especially considering the ties of friendship the town had with Rhodesia. In 
January 1978 the Management Committee had to formulate a policy in respect 
of accommodation in the caravan park. Apparently a family of colour from 
Rhodesia called at the municipal caravan park for accommodation. The 
officials did not known how to respond. The Management Committee 
consequently resolved that accommodation in the caravan park was only 
scheduled for Whites. The Town Clerk was instructed to investigate the matter 
of accommodation. 25 Consequently a special site for Black caravan travellers 
and overnight accommodation was opened by the Council. 36 

For the residents of Tshikota it was a period of uncertainty and anticipated 
deprivation. In October 1972 the Circle Inspectorate of Bantu Education 
informed the Council more classrooms were required at the local school. The 
Council asked information from the Department of Bantu Administration and 
Development. They were then told the township was scheduled to be closed 
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down. A number of families resident in the township had already been 
relocated. They also recommended to the Council that no further expenditure 
be made as far as the township was concerned. In view of this situation the 
Management Board decided the inspectorate would be notified that the 
Council was no longer interested in spending more money on the township. 27 In 
November 1973, following a meeting held at Duivelskloof, the Bantu 
Administration Board notified the Council that the Black township had to be 
transferred to the Department of Bantu Affairs, with the Administration Board 
as the local body responsible. 

It had been agreed earlier that the Black townships which resorted within the 
municipal boundaries could be rented to the Administration Board at a nominal 
fee. In the Management Committee Clr. Marius Brtinn had his reservations 
about the scheme. He felt it implied the retraction of certain privileges to 
domestic workers. The bus service in the new township would not be 
satisfactory, and it meant that the town’s labour force would be directly 
affected. 

The Management Board consequently decided it was not in favour of 
transferring the township to the Administration Board because the township 
had been developed with municipal funds. It was also felt the situation, 
particularly of domestic workers, had to be clearly oudined before the Council 
could agree to such a step. Furthermore it was felt the Traffic Department had 
to look into the viability and effectiveness of the Black bus operators. 28 In 
February 1976, after considerable bickering and political manoeuvring, the 
Management Committee agreed to the transfer of the township to the 
Administration Board. There was agreement that, if and when all the residents 
of the township had been relocated, the township would be transferred back to 
the Council. 29 

The fears of the Council in respect of breakdowns in tire bus service proved to 
be well founded. In May 1976 there were complaints about the poor bus service 
serving Louis Trichardt from the Sinthumule area. The problems with transport 
caused considerable discontent amongst employers in town. 30 

By 1978 it became evident that the then Department of Plural Relations 
intended developing the farm Vleifontein in the Elim area for the purposes of a 
Black township. In terms of the planning, it was to be part of the consolidation 
of the homelands in the Elim-Bandelierkop area. 31 The Management 
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Committee was not very keen on the development of Vleifontein because it felt 
this could cause a pollution problem in the area of the Albasini Dam. 32 

As a result of delays in the formal transfer of Tshikota to the Bantu 
Administration Board, the Management Committee, by June 1978, was able to 
give a thumbs down sign when the Administration Board indicated to the 
Council they were eager to have the transfer of the land completed. 33 The 
Council then hammered on the deteriorating conditions of the township and 
demanded an explanation from the Administration Board, 34 following a report 
of the health officials on the state of affairs in Tshikota. The report was not 
satisfactory, but in essence spelt out the problems that were being experienced 
in the transition of administration from one authority to the next. 33 

In the course of 1982-3 the majority of estimated 7 000 residents of the 
township were relocated to Vleifontein and Waterval. 36 The relocation of the 
residents of Tshikota gave rise to considerable discontent and discomfort. First 
and foremost, most of them were not eager to become nationals of the Republic 
of Venda. They also incurred high transportation costs in getting to and from 
their work in Louis Trichardt. In 1986 there was an outburst of violence after 
the residents of Vleifontein became aware of the fact that they had forfeited 
their South African citizenship rights. 37 At hearings of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission held in Louis Trichardt in April 1997 Mr. 
Phulwana Muzila was one of many witnesses who testified how the residents of 
the township were angered and formed the Vleifontein Crisis Committee to try 
and stave off their incorporation into the homeland. Mr. Muzila was later 
arrested and beaten by the police. When his employer, the South African 
Railways, heard of his political activities, he lost his job. 38 Mr. Pitso Piet 
Manamela, who was a standard 9 pupil at the time was detained by the Venda 
police. He was held in custody for nine months and released after the payment 
of a R70 bad, he told the TRC. 39 

Matters became worse when the residents of Vleifontein refused to pay the 
detested Venda tax which was imposed on them by the government of the late 
President P.R. Mphephu. Mrs. Elisa Nthangeni told the TRC that as a bus 
commuter she was one of many people to be stopped by the Venda Police for 
inspection purposes. The commuters’ identity documents, like all travellers 
between the township and Louis Trichardt, were checked by the police to see if 
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they had paid their taxes. 40 On one occasion when the passengers refused to get 
off the bus they were forced to do so and then assaulted by the police with 
shambucks (whips). They were consequently arrested and kept in custody by 
the police until each had paid bail of R20. 41 Some of the people who testified 
before the commission, such as Mr. Piet Maswanganyi, claimed that he had not 
been compensated by the authorities after vacating his house in Tshikota. 42 

Commerce: The relocation of the Indian traders 

In the period under discussion the plans for a major change in the commercial 
life of Louis Trichardt were introduced - the relocation of the town's Indian 
businesses to Eltivillas. It was at the time estimated that 80 per cent of the trade 
in town was being conducted by the local Indian traders. Implementing the 
Group Areas Act in all its consequences, implied that the central business 
district (CBD) of Louis Trichardt would lose direct access to its Black buying 
power. It was estimated that these people who travelled in to town over great 
distances from the furthest parts of the Far Northern Transvaal, made out about 
60 per cent of the buying power in town. 44 In terms of an agreement between 
the Council and the Indian traders all Black people coming to town by means 
of public transport, were to make use of the terminus at the proposed Indian 
business complex. In exchange for a white town a high price had to be paid. 
The local business community had to lose a competitive share of the trade of 
the Black people. Only when it was already too late to reverse the process of 
relocation, the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer tried to oppose the 
measure. 45 

In February 1972 the Indian community made a last ditch effort at trying to 
maintain some commercial influence in town when they notified the Council 
that the Group Areas Act was subject to being amended. They then requested 
the Council to set the area Trichardt, Kruger, Grobler and Joubert streets aside 
for the development of an Indian trading area. The Management Committee let 
it be known that the Council would stand by its decision to have the Indian 
trading area developed to the west of the Indian residential area. 46 

In April 1972 a deputation consisting of Messrs N.M. Premjee, M.P. Gokal, A. 
Rasool, G.K. Radia, P. Kalan, I. Ayob and F. Ayob held talks with the 
Management committee. The Indian delegation explained that 53 businesses 
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had to be resettled. The businessmen were adamant. They wanted to remain in 
the town as traders. After the talks the Management Committee indicated that it 
was prepared to have the matter taken up by the Department of Community 
Development. The Management Committee indicated that it would respond to 
the recommendations of the department. 47 The fact that the Council did not 
come out in support of the request by the Indian leaders, implied that when the 
local Consultative Committee had to start functioning, there was little support 
for this body - created in terms of government policy - which had to work 
closely with the Council. 48 

The Indian community was in the process of driving a hard bargain with the 
Council. The Council then held a meeting with officials of the Department of 
Community Development where the plans for the relocation of the Indian 
community and the development of the area they vacated in town, were 
discussed thoroughly. 49 The outcome was that the Management Committee 
later decided to make a number of concessions to the Indian traders. A road 
from the Sibasa road over the sports grounds, to the Indian shopping centre had 
to be constructed in order to secure the flow of Black commuters to and from 
Louis Trichardt in the Indian business sector. The Indian community was also 
to be provided their own abattoir. Furthermore, no person of any race 
whatsoever was to be prevented from conducting business in the new shopping 
centre. 50 In 1975 the Council decided that only part of the shopping complex 
was to be developed by the Department of Community Development. It was 
interested in developing one section of the complex by itself. 3 ' 

In 1977 the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer conducted a survey 52 and 
determined that 91 per cent of all the businesses polled were in favour of the 
Indian business people remaining in town. 53 The Sakekamer also unanimously 
decided to bring out a voice against the removal of Indian businesses from the 
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central business district. 5 ' 1 The matter was not left there. They also started 
negotiations with members of the Indian community. At a general meeting of 
the Sakekamer held in May, the members of the chamber did not accept the 
decision of management, Mr. J. Gilfillan then told them that he had spoken to 
the President of the Indian Committee and they were eager for the Sakekamer 
to write a letter to the Council in which the businesspeople expressed their 
preference for the. Indian community to remain where they were. The Indian 
community told Mr. Gilfillan they were prepared, if they were allowed to stay 
on, to improve their buildings - even if they were not allowed to have 
ownership rights. The Indian community was also prepared to pay all the 
expenses incurred in as far as the developments were concerned which had 
been done on the site of the new Indian complex. It was decided bv the meeting 
that a letter would be written to the Council regarding the matter. 5 

The letter was drawn up by the management of the Sakekamer and approved at 
a management meeting on 27 June 1977. 56 In July 1977 the Chairman of the 
Sakekamer, Mr. C.E. Wolmarans, held talks with the Town Clerk of Louis 
Trichardt, He was informed that tenders had already been asked for the 
construction of the complex. The Council required of the Sakekamer to come 
to the fore with specific alternatives, Mr. Wolmarans also informed the 
management that a meeting would be held in the near future with the Indian 
Advisory Committee. 57 

On 29 August 1977 Mr. Van Rooyen the Town Clerk attended a meeting of the 
Sakekamer’s management. He told the management that the planning for the 
new Indian complex was in an advanced stage of development. The 
groundwork had been done. Tenders for the construction work had closed and 
it had already been referred to the tender board. The Council was also in talks 
with the Indian Advisory Committee. He informed the management that the 
Indian Association was not representative of the Indian community as a whole. 
Four members of the Department of Indian Affairs had shortly before visited 
Louis Trichardt and they gave instructions that the project should be continued 
Mr. Van Rooyen also informed the management of the Sakekamer that the 
Council would provide them with an answer in about a month’s time. 56 

In response to what they had been told, the management of the Sakekamer then 
instructed Messrs. C.E. Wolmarans, V.C. lc Comu, H.B. Oosthuizcn, J. 
Gilfillan, A. Bester and Hein Kruger to meet as soon as possible in order to 
delay the planning. Furthermore arrangements had to be made for a delegation 
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to have talks with the Minister of Indian Affairs. The management then also 
decided that a number of representatives of the Sakekamer would attend a 
meeting of the Town Council where the matter was to be discussed. 59 

In September 1977 both the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer and Louis 
Trichardt Indian Association once again - in a combined effort - tried to get 
the Council to change its mind on the proposed move of the business people to 
Eltivillas. Correspondence directed to the Minister of Community 
Development was also taken into consideration. Ultimately the Management 
Committee resolved that the matter had been debated extensively and the 
decision could no longer be reversed. 60 In October 1977 the Chairman reported 
back to his committee that they were in a dead end street. The Soutpansbergse 
Afrikaanse Sakekamer could still pay a visit to the Minister of Indian Affairs, 
as the tender had already been allocated. 61 The management then decided that a 
telegram would be sent to the local MP, Mr. S.P. Botha, in which the 
Sakekamer would express its discontent. 62 Time was to prove that the 
decisions, taken in the interest of a political ideology, would create great harm 
to human relations in the town. It also affected commerce. 

Inhibited White commercial development 

As a rule the commercial growth of Louis Trichardt was somewhat inhibited 
during the 1970’s. The Black community tended to be upwardly mobile. In 
April 1972 the Management Committee gave permission to Mr. Livingstone 
Phulwana to make use of a piece of land in the township. He was also allowed 
to establish a driving school. 63 These institutions where thousands of Black 
South Africans were able to get formal training in the basic skill of driving a 
vehicle opened up many opportunities for them, Some could earn a living as 
drivers of heavy vehicles. Others were now able to purchase cars for the 
family. 

Fresh produce sales in town still represented a major headache. Pressure was 
brought to bear on the Council from all quarters. In March 1972 the Levubu 
Senior Rapportryers came out in favour of the local farming community who 
wanted to sell fresh produce in town. They questioned the right of the Council 
to limit traders from doing business. The Management Committee then stated 
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that it could not prevent traders from selling goods on their own premises, but 
they could be prevented from doing business on the sidewalks. 64 The dilemma 
of the town fathers was one of trying to contain a situation in which 
entrepreneurial practices could flourish under controlled conditions. 

In 1972 Louis Trichardt got its first chain grocery store when Checkers started 
doing business in town. The first manager of the store was Mr. Tusky 
Cameron, a popular local figure who as a sportsman and community leader, 
played an important role in Louis Trichardt. 65 For the town this development in 
some respects marked the passing of an era. The days of the traditional family 
grocery store were numbered. They were unable to compete effectively. 
Apart from the Indian grocery stores, which were in any case scheduled for 
relocation to Eltivillas, there was also GB Stores which was unable to compete 
with the clinical supermarket appearance of the chain store. GB Stores was a 
household name in Louis Trichardt. 

One old resident of the town described the way in which business was 
conducted: 

Mense het die kruideniersware per notisie of per telefoon bestel. 

Dan is die aan hulle per fiets afgelewer. Mev. Bets Snyman was van 
die ‘grocery’ (kruideniers-) afdeling. (Mev.)...Corrie (Rabie) het vir 
jare die materiaal verkoop. Mnr. Willie Delport was die eintlike 
bestuurder. Die winkel het aan die Gershaters behoort. Hulle het dit 
(later) aan Delport verkoop. 67 

People coming in to town from the farms also had different needs. One lady 
recalled her mother’s visits: 

My mother would come into town and the car would be parked in 
front of GB Stores next to the Colpd Storage. A pikanin would come 
out and take ... the baskets. My mother would then be given a cup 
of tea. She would ... give them her shopping list. Then when she 
returned (from doing other shopping) her groceries would be packed 
into a nice shopping basket. 68 

Another resident remarked: 

Dit het afbreek aan die dorp gedoen toe hulle Willie Delport se 
winkel (GB Stores) uit besigheid gedruk het .... Daardie jare is nou 
eens en vir altyd verby. Jy het destyds nooit nodig gehad om dorp 
toe te gaan nie. 69 
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For some local business people the chain store was good news. Local butcher. 
Mr. Eben Mdller, entered into an agreement with Checkers and moved his 
business, Braeside Butchery into Checkers. In one day he managed to earn as 
much as his old butcher shop earned in a month. 70 Big business finally arrived 
in Louis Trichardt, Increasingly local commercial leaders had to start adjusting 
to new trends in the world of business. The nature of competition acquired a 
cutting edge. There were a number of positive shifts which ultimately benefited 
the consumer, A wider choice of articles came on to the local market. In 1979 
Mr, Steve Krilgel opened Bavaria Motors in Krogh Street. This BMW motor 
dealership made rapid progress in the years to come. 71 

Commercial life in town during the 1970’s was boosted by the influx of a 
number of new residents to town who previously resided in either Zimbabwe, 
or other former African colonies. 72 These people with commercial and 
industrial skills were able to make a substantial contribution to the growth and 
development of Louis Trichardt. 

The creation of a regional growth point 

In terms of the National Physical Development Plan which was introduced in 
1975 the Northern Transvaal was identified as a region which had to develop 
rapidly. One of the major premises for this development, was that Pietersburg 
had to be the hub of everything that happened in Region G. It was identified as 
the only growth point in the region north of Pretoria. 73 One implication was 
that Louis Trichardt was literally a stepchild in the process of development 
going on in the Northern Transvaal. This left much bitterness amongst local 
officials and politicians, once they realised what the real implications were for 
development in Louis Trichardt. 74 

In the business community there was concern about the rate of development. 
Members of the Soutpansbergse Afrikaansc Sakekamer were urged to start 
attending Council meetings. 75 Mr. Johan Gilfillan, an active member of the 
chamber, attended talks between the Council and Mr. Fanie Botha, trying to 
find out about what was happening in terms of regional development. He was 
advised by the Minister that plans should be made in Louis Trichardt to form a 
Regional Development Committee. At the time it also became evident that the 
pending development of the coal fields behind the Soutpansberg would not 
necessarily be to the benefit of Louis Trichardt. Both the Anglo American 
Corporation and the Messina Copper Mining company, had placed tenders with 
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Iscor for these developments. 76 In the coming months the Council and the 
chamber started working closer together and started giving consideration to the 
formation of a Regional Development Committee. 77 Thus in this respect Louis 
Trichardt was not a beneficiary of regional development. 

Consolidation of the Homelands 

In November 1972 officials of the Bantu Affairs Department held talks in 
Pietersburg pertaining to the consolidation of the homelands in the Northern 
Transvaal. The Management Committee sent Clr. PJ. Coetzee as representative 
to the talks. He was tasked with the responsibility of requesting that Barotta 
and the area to the south of the farm, not be proclaimed as part of the 
homeland. The Council was particularly keen to see to it that the land in the 
catchment area of the Albasini Dam did not resort under the homelands. 18 The 
Department of Bantu Affairs did not take this into consideration and the 
Council was forced to lodge a complaint. It was felt that the sponge area of the 
dam had to remain under the control of whites. 79 

As far as the development of the homelands was concerned in the 
Soutpansberg, they were not considered as posing a threat to the development 
of Louis Trichardt. It was accepted the town would generally be setting the 
pace because it had the railway connections and had well established links with 
the local timber and general farming sectors. 80 It was also assumed that the 
Black consumers would in future still make use of Louis Trichardt as a 
commercial centre. But the authorities did want to create the opportunity for 
the inhabitants of Venda and Gazankulu to do shopping in their own territories. 

Politics 

In November 1972 Mayor C.M.L. Schimper proposed that the Council extend 
an invitation to the State President to visit Louis Trichardt. 81 The idea was to 
get the head of state of the country to visit Louis Trichardt when the town 
celebrated its 75 th birthday. The Council also wanted to bestow honorary 
citizenship on him. The idea was to let the celebrations coincide with the 
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annua] show. 82 The residents of Louis Trichardt, like the rest of the 
Soutpansberg’s White electorate was still squarely behind the National Party 
government. Three general elections, 1970, 1974 and 1977 took place in the 
decade. Every time the NP’s Fanie Botha had no apparent problem winning 
against the United Party which opposed the NP in 1970 and the HNP which 
opposed the NP in 1974 and 1977. 

At the time of the Soweto uprisings in June 1976 there was no apparent 
destabilisation of the political tranquility of Louis Trichardt. It appears as if the 
authorities were well aware of potential security threats. A month prior to the 
uprisings starting on the Witwatersrand. A comprehensive security test was ran 
in a number of sectors of the town community with good effect, about a month 
before the national outbreak of political unrest. 84 By October 1976 the Civil 
Defence Services in the town had been organised in an exceptionally well 
structured manner. This was symptomatic of developments throughout South 
Africa. This service which included members of the Department of Justice, 
Police Defence, Louis Trichardt municipality, and the local schools was 
focused on performing essential duties in times of crisis and disaster. 

In November 1977 the management of the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse 
Sakekamer gave consideration to the establishment of a Ratepayers 
Association. It was then decided that the matter would stand over until 1978. 85 
In June 1978 it was resolved that the formation of a Ratepayers Society would 
be scrapped. 86 There were a number of ominous political rumblings. Indication 
of a pending crisis in the local political dispensation appeared to surface on the 
council level in 1979 already when persons nominated by the Council to serve 
on regional bodies, were not acceptable to the regional organisations. 87 


A civic centre for Louis Trichardt? 

Ever since the 1940’s the issue of a town hall and/or a new civic centre for 
Louis Trichardt frequently cropped up. In November 1972 the Management 
Committee gave the Town Clerk, Mr. Corrie van Rooyen, the green light to 
start talking with Mr. Jack Botes, the Town Clerk of Pietersburg, and the town 
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planners to get information on how the Town Council should start planning for 
a civic centre. 88 In April 1973, after the Town Cleric submitted a report to the 
Management Committee, it was decided to go ahead with the plans. Special 
attention was given to detail which took into consideration the cultural interests 
of the community. The town fathers decided the complex had to make 
provision for a library and a museum. 89 There was general consensus that the 
proposed museum had to deal with the early history, archaeology and 
ethnology of the Soutpansbcrg. 90 Plans were even made to consider the 
potential of a town hall. 1 


The Management Committee clearly had a preference for the firm of architects 
who had designed the Civic Centre of Pietersburg and in June 1973, the Town 
Clerk was instructed to approach them. 92 On 29 November 1973 the 
Management Committee resolved that Messrs Jan Bosch and Associates were 
to be appointed to design the new civic centre for Louis Trichardt on 
Voortrekker Square. 9 ' 1 

By mid August 1975 the estimate was that the new Civic Centre would cost 
about R980 000 to build. 94 For this project a substantial loan had to be 
negotiated and the Transvaal Provincial Administration's approval was 
necessary. The Directorate of Local Government immediately let the Council 
know that the project was too costly. Materials proposed by the architects were 
considered too luxurious and less office space had to be given to junior 
officials. 95 Although the news was a setback to the plans of the Council, all was 
not lost. There were also some positive responses. The TPA’s Directorate of 
Library and Museum Services let the Council know that if they invested in the 
construction of the library and the first floor of the museum complex, they 
would qualify for at least a 40 per cent subsidy on the project. 96 
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In September the Management Committee once again started making plans. 
This time a delegation was appointed to have talks with the Director of Local 
Government in Pretoria. The delegation was to consist of Clrs. C.M.L. 
Schimper, M.L. Bronn, and either Clr. N.J. Coetzee or Clr. F.A. de Wet. The 
official to accompany them, was the Town Treasurer Mr. D.C. Botes. 97 In the 
meanwhile the message coming from the Provincial Administration was that 
the Council should let the proposed civic centre stand over in an effort to make 
a contribution towards combating inflation. The major argument, as far as the 
Management Committee was concerned, was the fact that there was a dire 
shortage of sufficient office space. 98 

In Council the planning for the Civic Centre went ahead. In June 1976 the 
architects negotiated with the Council on the downscaling of the project, They 
let it be known that it could imply more costs if plans had to be redrawn. There 
had to be more specific proposals from the TPA. 99 The Management 
Committee decided to carry on with the construction of the library and museum 
facility, which the TPA indicated it was prepared to finance. 100 

Meanwhile in the community there was support for the idea of a museum. 
Despite the fact that the plan for the development of the museum facilities were 
temporarily shelved, the Management Committee approved of an open air 
museum site in the park along Rooibok Street, Leeu Street and the Louis 
Trichardt/Sibasa road. One of the town’s residents was even prepared to donate 
to the Council a bakkies water pump. 101 The site of the museum display was 
debated and the general plan was for the site to be developed south of the 
Stubbs Street intersection, near the Ruh Street dam. 102 

In 1979 the Civic Centre project was revived. In 1970 a decision had been 
taken that the Council would annually set aside an amount of R30 000 as an 
accumulation find for the construction project. The plan was shelved in 1975/6 
as a result of adjustments made to combat the prevailing inflationary economic 
conditions in the country at the time. In June 1979 Clr. N.J. Coetzee 
recommended to the Council that the accumulation funds once again be revived 
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in order to secure sufficient funds to start with the development of the Civic 
Centre. 103 All was not lost. 


Culture 

In March 1972 die Louis Trichardt Chamber of Commerce was once again 
revived with Mr. J.D. De Lonn as the President. 104 Its Afrikaans equivalent, the 
Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer, founded towards the end of the 1950’s, 
was the dominant business club in town. Between 1978 and 1980 the 
Sakekamer consistently won the coveted President’s Shield of the Afrikaanse 
Handels Insdtuut (AHI), for the most active chamber in the then Northern 
Transvaal. 105 It was indicative of the predominance of the Afrikaans culture in 
town. Especially in the economic life of the town the Afrikaans speaking 
business people were in the process of making their mark and setting the trend. 
On all fronts of the Afrikaans culture the trend was not always positive. In 
April 1972 the local branch of the Suid-Afrikaanse Vrouefederasie (SAVF) 
was in danger of demise. It implied that a creche with some 60 children would 
also be in jeopardy. The Management Committee then made a call on 
Councillors to ask their wives to get involved in the activities of the SAVE. 10 * 

If there was one area in which all the good citizens of the Soutpansberg really 
liked participating, it was the annual show. Over the years this institution was 
perhaps the major symbol of what character building stuff was present 
whenever the local people got together and, with a sense of civic pride 
participated in presenting the show. 

Nobody can remember precisely when the first show was held. It is thought 
that it might have been early in the fifties. The memories of the activities are 
still vivid. According to Mr. Sybrand Mostert the first show was held on a 
vacant erf in Krogh Street, presumably early in the 1950’s. It lasted only one 
day. 107 In time the show became the single event on the social calendar when 
people forgot their political differences and worked together for the benefit of 
the Soutpansberg community as a whole, 108 Then the organising committee 
started negotiating with the Council. According to the documents of the 
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municipality, at the start of 1956 the Council was informed of a Soutpansberg 
Landboutentoonstelling. The Council then appointed Councillor F.A. Barnard 
to serve on the committee.' 09 In February 1956 the Secretary of the 
Soutpansberg Agricultural Show Committee asked the Council for a piece of 
land which could be used for show grounds." 0 The Council decided that it 
would look into the matter." 1 At a special meeting of the Council in May 1956 
it was decided to make provision for a piece of land, 25 morgen in size, along 
the Sibasa road, to the east of the National road for the purpose of a show 
ground. A lease contract for 9 years and 11 months, at a nominal fee of £1 per 
annum was to be drawn up. The Show Committee was to be responsible for all 
matters relating to the renting of the grounds." 2 

In June 1958 the Council resolved that a special committee comprising 
Councillors C.J. van den Berg, P.H.C. de Vaal and P.C. Bronkhorst, along with 
the Town Clerk, investigate the possibility of providing the show grounds with 
an electrical power supply. The Electrical engineer also received instructions to 
submit an estimate of the costs. 113 The Committee recommended to the Council 
that a lease contract be drawn up for the rental of the showgrounds to the Show 
Society for a period of 9 years and 11 months. The show committee in turn had 
the responsibility of drawing up a constitution. It was also recommended that 
an electrical connection be laid on to the show grounds in view of the fact that 
the municipality, at the time was busy with the electrification of Extension II. 
A water supply also had to be laid on. The council was to help in levelling the 
grounds. The Council also, on the recommendations of the committee, had to 
provide assistance to the society, as far as possible. 114 

In April 1961 the showgrounds were leased to the Soutpansberg 
Tentoonstelling Vereniging in April 1961 was for a period of 9 years and 11 
months at a cost of R2 per annum, which had to be paid in advance." 5 In 
October 1965 the Council decided to lake over the buildings on the show 
grounds. This implied that the Council had to pay the Show Committee an 
amount of R8 000 for the improvements which had been made to the facilities. 
In future the committee was to rent the facilities from the Council. Also, if the 
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committee intended to make improvements to the facilities in future they first 
had to negotiate with the council. 116 

An interesting phenomenon in the history of the show is that the event 
frequently was in jeopardy of not taking place. One of the major reasons for 
this situation is the fact that there was a shortage of funds for the payment of 
services such as svater and lights. In 1966, for example the Show Committee 
requested the Council for a respite on the water and lights paid on the show 
grounds. The Council declined to grant the request. It felt that the fact that the 
annual rent paid for the showgrounds amounted to a small sum in any case. 117 
In 1969, according to Mr. Hansie Uys, the show was the best it had been in 
many years. More than 100 head of livestock were registered. The industrial 
stalls were apparently the best they had ever been." 8 This was probably the 
result of a movement that already started in 1968 when a group of farmers took 
the initiative in driving the action. In a letter to the Council the chairman, Mr. 
P. Wessels argued from the standpoint: 

Die Landboutentoonstelling van Louis Trichardt moet in die 
toekoms ‘n ware vertoonvenster wees vir ons dorp en distrik en 
moet ook allc moontlikhede vir die toekoms weerspieel." 9 

By the 1970’s the annual show was an integrated part of the cultural activities 
of Louis Trichardt. In 1972 the show committee was once again eager for the 
Council to take the lead in the financing and the managing of the show 
grounds. The Committee was in the process of planning comprehensive 
improvements to the showgrounds, estimated at R4 508. They were unable to 
finance it with the less than R2 000 they had in the bank. Consequently the 
Management Committee decided to help by providing a loan at 5 per cent per 
annum over a period of ten years. The show committee wanted to use the 
money for the construction of cattle stables, a pavilion with a restaurant as well 
as proper lighting of the showgrounds as a whole. 120 The show also for the first 
time boasted with the attraction of parachutists who were scheduled to make 
landing on the grounds as one of the highlights of the annual show. 

In May 1972 two local residents, Messrs. D.P. Adendorff and B.M. Graham 
applied to the Council to establish Desiderata Coffee Bar and Discotheque. 
The young men had identified the need that existed locally for entertainment 
for the local young people. It was pointed out in Council that there was hardly 
any entertainment, apart from the occasional dances at the local hotels, for the 
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young people. In the Council a number of voices went up against the plan, 
especially from church bodies and the high school. 121 No less than two special 
meetings of the Council were held to discuss the matter. 1 " The project was not 
specifically approved, neither prohibited by the Council. As a result of informal 
criticism it was shelved. 

The community also tended to aspire to high moral values. In April 1976 when 
the scribe of a local church congregation appealed to the Council not to allow 
people with tanga swimming costumes at the municipal swimming pool, 123 the 
Management Committee let it be known that it had already given instructions 
that no persons should be allowed in if and when they were dressed in a 
manner which gave offence to the public opinion. 124 

As far as the social care for some of the residents of the town was concerned, a 
stalwart came to the fore in the 1970’s. She was Mrs. Sophie van der Lith 
(1918- 1998) who in 1973 moved back to Louis Trichardt, after having spent a 
considerable part of her life in other parts of the country. She was bom on a 
farm close to the Nzhelele dam and left the area at the age of 21. When she 
returned to Louis Trichardt, Mrs Van der Lith’s health was not good. She was 
suffering from a weak heart. Her husband had died shortly before. She then 
started farming on a plot of land, raising her children on the money she earned 
from farming. Some time later she moved to town and while resident there she 
had a vision from an angel who told her to start with charitable work. In the 
years to come, Mrs. Van der Lith, practically on her own initiated and managed 
a project aimed at accommodating and feeding destitute people. In the course 
of her activities there were numerous town councillors and some of the town’s 
wealthy people, who made monthly donations which enabled her to do her 
work. Also a number of local farmers regularly provided her with fresh 
produce. Up to 1992 she received funds from the state to feed and aid the poor. 
It was terminated in 1992 and she had to rely on the donations from local 
people to carry on with her work. 123 

Although tlie Council’s plans for a museum could not get off the ground in the 
1970's there were some positive developments on the heritage front. In 1973 
the steel fort - named Fort Hendrina - situated in Voortrekker Park, was 
placed at the disposal of the General Piet Joubert Voortrekker Commando of 
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Louis Trichardt. 126 In 1974, as a result of the phasing out of steam locomotives, 
the South African Railways (the predecessor of Spoomet) donated a Class 19D, 
No. 8 series to the Town Council of Louis Trichardt. The locomotive was then 
placed under a roof at the station. 127 For many a steam enthusiast the 
locomotive subsequently has kept alive the nostalgia for a time when travelling 
by rail was still determined by the skill with which the train driver and his 
stoker could get the steam giant to function to capacity in the Bushveld of 
Soutpansberg. 

For the lovers of the local military history there was also excitement when in 
1978 workers responsible for the construction of the national road by-passing 
Louis Trichardt found 29 canon bombs. Experts of the Defence Force were 
called in to diffuse the ammunition It was, at the time surmised that the 
ammunition dated back to the Anglo Boer War. Local farmer and journalist, 
Mr. Hansie Uys was personally involved in the diffusion of some of the bombs. 
He explained in the press: 


(E)k het self 5 van die bomme onskadelik gestel. Onskadelik gestel 
klink so kort en saaklik, maar dit was alles behalwe maklik en het 
seifs sy stukkie drama opgelewer. Ek het self my eie meganiese 
apparaat ontwerp wat die bomme op ‘n distansie van ongeveer 100 
meter ver oopgemaak het. 128 

The 1970’s also marked an era of growth in the development of Ons Tuiste, the 
home for the elderly in town. In November 1974 a committee was appointed 
under local businessman and community leader, Mr. Dick Kirsten, to 
investigate the possibility of developing a special care centre for the weakened 
elderly people. Four years later the plan turned into fruition and in December 
1979 the first 25 people were taken up in the section. 129 

The Afrikaanse Sakekamer of Louis Trichardt was instrumental in providing 
the Taalfees Monument in Louis Trichardt. 130 One of the prime movers in tire 
project was also Mr. Dick Kirsten. 131 In October 1975 the Sakekamer asked the 
Council permission to erect a monument commemorating the Afrikaans 
language on Voortrekker Square. It was unveiled on 10 October 1975. 132 
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In October 1976 the owner of Cinema Louis informed the Council that he 
wanted to have film viewing sessions at the cinema specially for Black people. 
The plan was to make the viewing times for Blacks at other times than those 
for whites. 133 The fact that the town had a small White population made the 
cinema a financial risk. As a result of the increase in rail and electricity costs as 
well as the general increase in the rate of film hire, made it necessary to seek 
more cinema goers. 134 The Management Committee refused to give permission 
for this arrangement. 135 Asians were traditionally allowed to sit on the 
gallery. 136 

Fortunately the culture of reading was still fashionable. In terms of library 
services plans were approved for a library to the value of R19 200 for 
Eltivillas. The complex which was to be subsidised by 80 per cent by the 
TPA's Directorate of Library and Museum Services, was estimated in 1977 to 
cost R19 200. 137 When it was finally completed this library was far more 
modem than the library in the municipal offices in Krogh Street. The town 
itself had to wait for close on to a decade before it acquired a new library 
complex. 

In February 1977 members of the Louis Trichardt Round Table held talks with 
the Management Committee. They wanted the Council to give consideration to 
the establishment of a bird park, near the Kuter Dam. 138 The ornithologist, Dr. 
O.P.M. Prozesky, of the Transvaal Museum on occasion visited the site and 
expressed the opinion that if the Kuter Dam was developed and the facilities 
improved, the bird park could become even better than the Austin Roberts 
Reserve in Pretoria. 139 By promoting conservation, the organisation wanted to 
create facilities for the visitors to Louis Trichardt. 140 

In March 1978, at the request of Clr. J.A.B. Jansen van Rensburg plans were 
set in motion for the development of an indigenous tree park adjacent to the 
new national road. This was an added dimension to the proposed bird park. An 
amount of R1 000 was set aside for this development in the budget of the next 
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financial year. 141 The enthusiasm with which the project was initiated and 
promoted had the effect that in September 1978 Clr. J.J. Huysamen asked the 
Council that in the tree planting activities, preference should also be given to 
indigenous trees in the rest of the town. 142 At first the dam was still open to 
people who wanted to do angling in the region. However in April 1979, 
following complaints by some of the local residents, the Management 
Committee decided that the dam would no longer be open for use by anglers. 143 

The initiatives around the development of a bird and tree park for the town was 
an indication that the residents and the town fathers were becoming more 
sensitive to environmental and conservational aspects, especially in as far as 
leisure activities of the community and tourism opportunities were concerned. 
In time to come this attitude would prevail in much of the planning for Louis 
Trichardt. 

Tourism and Publicity 

In the 1970's the Council actively participated in projects aimed at promoting 
the tourism potential of the Northern Transvaal. In the commercial sector 
tourism was perceived as one of the major potential sources of income for the 
Soutpansberg region. 144 When the regional tourism marketing body, 
Noordtratoer, asked for advertisements in a prestige publication dealing with 
the region, the Council participated by contributing towards a six page spread 
in the booklet at a price of R 150.00 per page. 145 In August 1973 the Council 
also made a contribution by funding the visit of a group of 35 journalists to 
visit the Northern Transvaal with the objective of giving news coverage to the 
region’s tourist potential. 141 ' 

Gradually more attention was given to the development of local tourist 
attractions in the Soutpansberg. One of the major drawing cards was the Ben 
Lavin Nature Reserve. Ben Lavin purchased the farm Vygeboomspruit in 1929. 
After his death in 1970 his wife decided to secure the farm’s future as a reserve 
for nature conservation. 141 She then donated it to the South African Wildlife 
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Society. 148 In January 1976 a comprehensive fundraising campaign for the 
development of the reserve started. 145 The Wildlife Society minted a number of 
commemorative coins in silver and 18 carat gold which sold in sets for 
respectively R280 and R3 600. The money raised in this manner was to be used 
for the development of the Ben Lavin Nature Reserve. 150 The Council eagerly 
participated in these projects and also tried to give publicity to the initiative. 

It was a monumental task to build up a tourist culture in the Northern 
Transvaal. According to research on tourism trends in South Africa in 1975, it 
was determined that a mere 4 per cent of all tourists in South Africa visited the 
Northern Transvaal. 1SI Noordtratoer, an organisation formed by local 
authorities and institutions with vested interests in the tourist trade in the 
Northern Transvaal, played an important role in promoting the industry. In 
June 1977 the organisation worked on attracting tour operators in bringing 
busloads of people to the region. 152 The business community of Louis Trichardt 
felt that more could be done to boost the local tourism industry. In September 
1978 the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer asked the Town Council to 
give serious consideration to the marketing of Louis Trichardt as a tourist 


Industry 

The growth that Louis Trichardt had experienced since the mid-1960’s was 
evident by 1971. In October of that year Louis Trichardt hosted the annual 
congress of the Transvaal Municipal Association. In a speech made to the 
congress, Mayor Clr. Marius Bronn told the delegates that between 1965 and 
1971 a total of 347 houses had been completed and 26 new businesses had been 
established. 154 

Local mining ventures were still very much alive. In 1972 the Management 
Committee gave permission to Mr. P. Vorster to do prospecting on the 
townlands again. He was prohibited from prospecting on the lands which the 
Council had rented out. 155 The following year another prospector was permitted 
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to look for norite on the townlands. 156 In the second half of the 1970’s the 
Department of Mining and Iscor conducted extensive surveys in the region 
behind the mountain for coal. It was known by 1978 that there were coal 
deposits in the Kruger National Park and along the northern border of the South 
Africa. 157 At that point in time it was still difficult to determine precisely how 
these developments would influence Louis Trichardt. The town’s business 
people were keen on getting in on the potential development. In May 1978 the 
management of the Soutpansbcrgse Afrikaanse Sakekamer discussed the issue 
of local development in the region. Mr. J. Gilfillan informed the management 
that he had spoken to Minister Fanie Botha. They spoke about the development 
of Iscor behind the mountain and that Anglo American as well as M.T.D. 
Mining in Messina had already tendered for certain developments scheduled to 
take place. The problem was that Louis Trichardt was in the process of being 
cut out of the developments that were envisaged for the Soutpansberg region. 15 

In his annual report to the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer, Chairman 
C.E. Wolmarans pointed out it was important for the Sakekamer to get 
involved in regional development. The government’s decentralisation policy 
was in the process of being implemented and it was necessary for Louis 
Trichardt’s business people to give serious consideration to the development of 
industry. 159 

Amongst the booming industries in Louis Trichardt at the time was the building 
sector. One of the companies which made substantial progress in the period 
was Handhaaf Bouers, a company which was founded in 1969 in the town. It 
was over the years responsible for the construction of the South African 
Embassy in Venda, the Transvaal Provincial Administration Building in Louis 
Trichardt, two fire stations in Venda, the regional library in Tzaneen and the 
Agriven Training Centre in Venda. 160 

In September 1972 two representatives of the Industrial Development 
Corporation (IDC) attended a meeting of the Management Committee and 
reported that they had approval for the construction of industrial buildings. 
They also had a number of potential tenants, They required from the Council 
two hectares of land immediately and a further three hectares in due course. If 
possible, they wanted the land to be adjacent to the main road. 161 In the process 


156. MALT, Bekragtigde notules. Jan. 1972 - Jun. 1974, VI. (Page numbering diverse). 
Vergadering van die Bestuurskomitee (398), 1973.09.06. Item 5/9/73. 

157 . MALT, Vcrgaderings gchou gedurende Apr - Aug. 1976, XXXI, (Page numbering diverse). 

Bylae 3870. Verslag van onderhoud met minister S.P. Botha, 1978.04.28. 

158 . SOUTPANSBERG AFRIKAANSE SAKEKAMER (SAS). Notules: Begin 1975 tot einde 

1978, p. 159. Notule bestuuxsvergadering, 1978.05.23. 

159. SOUTPANSBERG AFRIKAANSE SAKEKAMER (SAS), Notules: Begin 1975 tot einde 
1978, p. 180. Jazrverslag van mnr. C.E. Wolmarans (Jnr), Voorsitter Soutpansbergse 
Afrikaanse Sakekamer 1978/1979. 

160. ANON.. "32 jaar van bou" in Zoiirpansbcrger, 1991.12.13, p. 10. 

161 . MALT. Bekragtigde notules, Jan. 1972 - Jun. 1974, VI, (Page numbering diverse). 
VergaderiDg van die Bcstuurskomilee (367), 1972.09.07. Item 6/9/72 



239 


of making the allocation the Council negotiated with the petroleum companies 
which had originally acquired the properties adjacent to the main road. 162 

In September 1972 the Management Committee decided to ask permission 
from the Council to raise loans to provide the industrial township with water 
(R12 000), electricity (R24 000), sewerage (R4 000), and railway siding 
facilities (R143 000). 3 In June 1974 the Management Committee approved a 
further loan application of R464 000 for an extension to the Albasini water 
scheme. It made provision for a higher water pumping capacity and the 
construction of a 13,6 megalitre reservoir at Mowcop. 

One of the major developments in Louis Trichardt during the 1970’s was the 
new abattoir. In June 1973 the Management Committee accepted in principal a 
quotation from Messrs. Hudamech (Pty) Ltd for the construction of the new 
Abattoir at Louis Trichardt at an estimated cost of R250 000. 165 When it was 
completed eventually, in March 1976 the total costs amounted to R337 689. 166 
This installation placed the town in a favourable position to get meat 
processing firms interested in establishing industrial activities in the town. It 
was hampered, as will be seen in the next chapter, by the preference for 
development in Pietersburg. 


Micro-industrial development (cottage industry) also made its local debut. In 
August 1973 members of the Gear en Genol Tuisnywerheidvereniging held 
talks with die Management Committee. They explained they intended starting a 
business in town which would have as its major objective the selling of home 
baked delicacies. The food was to be prepared in individual private homes. The 
goods would then be sold at the shop. The objective was to provide the ladies 
of the district with an opportunity of earning an income. The Management 
Committee was sceptical of the project and indicated that a licensed bakery had 
to participate in the project. 167 In October 1973 the Health Inspectorate gave the 
proposed project an approving nod and the Management Committee indicated 
that it was prepared to grant a license providing the business conformed to the 
local health ordinances. 168 
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Substantive macro-industrial development came in the second half of the 
decade. Pennells (Pty) Ltd was established in Louis Trichardt by Mr. Richard 
Pennells in 1976. By 1989 the company had the largest pultrusion plant in 
Southern Africa, producing water tanks. The sizes of the tanks produced by the 
company ranged from 100 to 25 000 litres. 169 

As far as the farming industry was concerned there was a stable growth trend. 
Some regional planners were still of the opinion that industrial development in 
Louis Trichardt was of secondary importance. Farming had the right to pride of 
dominance, they argued. 170 In some respects they were right. Farmers in the 
economic sphere of Louis Trichardt produced diverse crops ranging from 
subtropical fruits to potatoes, tobacco and cotton. 171 They were warned in 1972 
by the experts at Mara Research Station it was risky planting seasonal crops in 
the Northern Transvaal. Although it was important to diversify and synchronise 
farming activities to the maximum for the best yields, the Northern Transvaal 
was simply not considered to be maize growing area. According to Dr. S.J. du 
Plessis, an adviser of the Department of Agriculture, experiments had proven 
that maize crops in Soutpansberg from 1945 to 1970 yielded five to seven bags 
of maize per hectare. That equalled about the lowest production in the Maize 
Triangle of the Western and Southern Transvaal along with the Orange Free 
State. 172 


The strength of the region’s farming industry lay in another area. In 1974 a 
variety of subtropical fruits were produced in the district. Statistics showed that 
the local production of bananas (1 800 hectares), avocados (900 hectares), 
citrus (100 hectares), pineapples (350 hectares), grenadillas (290), macadamia 
and pecan nuts (225 hectares), litchis (200 hectares), mangoes (110 hectares), 
paw paws (25 hectares), and guavas (12 hectares) ensured that the farming 
industry remained a substantial role player in local development. 173 The 
livestock numbers for the Soutpansberg district at the time was estimated to be 
145 000 cattle, 48 000 sheep, 76 000 goats, and 10 000 pigs. 114 This 
represented a substantial decline in numbers since the 1960’s. One of the major 
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factors was the early signs of an imminent drought in the region. On 26 January 
1979 special services were held countrywide for the drought condition 
prevailing in South Africa. In Louis Trichardt services were also held on the 
day. 175 For the local farmers the next decade would make or break their 
enterprise. Livestock farming activities were also subject to being phased out as 
some important local farmers started switcliing to game farming. 

Education 

In October 1973 the Management Committee was informed that the 
Schoemansdal School was to close at the end of the year. 176 However the centre 
did not close altogether. It merely underwent a transformation. In the course of 
the 1980’s it became an important veld school of the Transvaal Education 
Department. In general the Council was still eager to develop Louis Trichardt 
as an educational centre, but the situation in respect of education had changed 
considerably, During the 1960’s and early 1970’s, the schools of Louis 
Trichardt, Messina and Pietersburg were able to attract many children whose 
parents lived and worked in Botswana, Zambia, Malawi and Zimbabwe. 
Increasingly these parents started sending their children to schools elsewhere in 
South Africa. Also the changing political dispensation in Zimbabwe led to a 
decline in the local White population. The result was that as emigration from 
the former Southern Rhodesia started taking place, many of the local schools 
started losing pupils. At one stage as much as 25 per cent of the children in the 
Louis Trichardt Hoerskool came from Rhodesia. 7 

In 1975 the Council once again renewed its commitment towards promoting 
local educational endeavour in Louis Trichardt when it introduced a loan 
scheme of R1 000 per student, The money was to be awarded for a maximum 
of five years. The student either had to be an official of the Council or a local 
resident who had the proficiency to study further. An interest rate of 6 per cent 
per annum was to be charged on the money. 178 In April 1979 the Council 
undertook to make an annual grant for a period of three years starting in 1979 
towards the establishment of a teaching chair in Municipal Government and 
Administration in the Faculty of Economic and Government Sciences at the 
University of Pretoria. 179 

Health 

In the 1970’s the Council took pro-active measures to combat malaria. Officials 
were sent to the Siegfried Annecke Institute in Tzaneen for practical training 
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and theoretical skills. 180 The Council’s Health Department was also involved in 
extensive family planning programmes. According to the statistics for 1976 a 
total of 1 232 people were receiving either injections or the pill in order to 
prevent fertility. The Health Department also distributed 1 584 condoms in the 
year. 181 

In 1973 Dr. Beyers van Rensburg settled in Louis Trichardt after he had taken 
over the practice of Dr. Steggman. Within a year Dr. Van Rensburg was elected 
to the Town Council and was to serve the community for 13 years in this 
capacity. 181 He was Mayor of the town for many years and he also served as an 
active member of the Soutpansberg Commando Trust. One of the younger 
generation of doctors to settle in Louis Trichardt in 1970 was Dr. Marc Smalle. 
Life in the Soutpansberg was an exceptional experience for this medical 
practitioner who had become accustomed to healing the sick on the 
Witwatersrand. He recalled many years later, how he frequently was called out 
to do house calls on the farms. It was not unusual in those days to come across 
buck on the farm roads, especially behind the mountain. 183 

Communications 

The new post office of Louis Trichardt was officially opened on 14 September 
1974. 184 Not only did the architectural style of the modem building liven up the 
appearance of the town's CBD, the new complex was also able to deal with a 
rapidly growing demand for effective postal services, much better than before. 
In April 1976 the SABC's application for a studio in town was approved by the 
Management Committee. 18 One of the major telecommunications 
developments of the 1970’s was the advent of television. Experimental 
broadcasting already started in 1975, but Louis Trichardt, as a result of the fact 
that was it so distant from the major high density urban centres of South Africa, 
did not have any clear reception. In August 1976 of that year the Management 
Committee gave permission to Messrs. Robot Electrical to do some tests with 
television signal reception at the radio antenna facilities on Cloud End. 186 In 
April 1977 Robot Electrical offered to donate the relay tower to the Council. 
The Council had only to maintain it. The offer was declined by the Council on 
the grounds that it acted on the advice of the South African Broadcasting 
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Corporation (SABC), 187 The reason for this was that if the Council took over 
ownership of the relay tower, it had to pay a specified testing fee. It could then 
be closed down. All relay stations which were erected before 1977, by private 
persons, were not prohibited from operating. 188 The company was later 
instructed to take down the relay antenna. Numerous problems were 
experienced with the broadcast authorities but the antenna remained and 
performed a valuable service to the town’s avid television viewers into the 
1980’s. In 1988 the District Development Association negotiated on behalf of 
the residents of the town with the SABC about the bad reception. 189 In the 
course of the year, the SABC gave the undertaking that as from March 1989 
television reception in all parts of the Soutpansberg would be of a high 
standard. 190 


Defence 

In August 1974 the Management Committee decided that the Soutpansberg 
Commando was to be given freedom of the town. 191 In September the 
Management Committee indicated that it was prepared to help with the 
improvement of the commando’s shooting range. 192 The local Soutpansberg 
Commando had good relations over the years with all communities in and 
around Louis Trichardt. In 1975 the Indian community donated a two way 
radio to the commando. 193 The Soutpansberg Afrikaanse Sakekamer was in 
June 1977 an active participant in the festivities of the Commando Day on 11 
June 1977. Money was raised, at the time, for a canteen and overnight 
accommodation for the commando. 194 The Soutpansberg Afrikaanse 
Sakekamer in this manner raised R780 which was paid over to the Defence 
Force. 195 

In 1977 the first Army Day was held in Louis Trichardt. Beforehand 
considerable publicity was given to the event which was launched to raise R25 
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000 for charity and essential local facilities for the Defence Force staff. 196 The 
event which took place on 11 June 1977 was attended by some 10 000 people. 
The program started with a march to the beat of a military band through the 
streets of Louis Trichardt. At the showgrounds the dog school of the Defence 
Force provided an impressive show. This was followed by the motor cyclists of 
the Army Gymnasium. 197 

During this period the commando offices also moved to Voortrekker Square 
and occupied the old labour offices, previously used by the municipality. In 
February 1978 the Council agreed to granting a site of one hectare in Extension 
2 for the purposes of the new headquarters of the Commando. 198 

Further north, the Soutpansberg Military Area of the SA Defence Force started 
taking more comprehensive shape as South Africa’s bush war started growing 
in intensity. In 1976 the Messina Shooting Range Base was established and a 
centralised headquarters was established in 1977 when Commandant Van 
Pletzen was transferred from the Madimbo Base to Messina Shooting Range. In 
1979 the 112 SA Infantry Battallion was formed at Madimbo and grew so 
rapidly that Messina Shooting Range Base was soon taken over. This Battalion 
disbanded and members were incorporated into the newly formed Venda 
Defence Force. In 1984 the 116 SA1 Battalion was formed along with the 907 
Special Services Company. 199 


Religion 

In 1972 the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk congregation in Levubu was 
founded with Ds. Fanie Steyn. The parish grew out of the Soutpansberg 
congregation in Louis Trichardt. 200 Services were held in the local Cultural 
Hall and in 1982 construction started on the church building. At that time the 
congregation had grown to about 400 people. Many were resident in Venda 
where they were working. 201 The total White community of Levubu, at the time 
comprised about 300 people. 

In September 1975 the Louis Trichardt Management Committee gave 
permission to the Seventh Day Adventist Church to use Erf 420 in Grobler 
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Street. 202 In April 1979 the Afrikaans Baptist Congregation of Louis Trichardl 
were given permission to make use of a building in Ruh Street for the purposes 
of church services. 203 

One of the interesting places of worship in the Soutpansberg was completed on 
the farm Crewe (now called Abenburg) in 1978. The farm is situated on the 
Bluegumspoort road on top of the mountain, It was purchased by the Jackel 
family from the Oosthuizen family in 1954. Rev. Martin Jackel, a missionary 
of the Berlin Mission at Blouberg in 1920 married, Helen, a daughter of the 
Franz family of Berlin missionaries, also at Blouberg, Rev. Jacket was buried 
on the farm in 1959. 204 In 1978 the Martin Jackel Memorial Chapel was built. It 
is small. There are only some ten benches and a baptismal font. There is also a 
belfry with a bell that was manufactured for the Franz’s in Bochum 
Germany. 205 The inscription in the belfry reads Vnd Glocken hdr Ich weit, 
which was the name of a book written by Martin Jackel. There is also an 
inscription reading "Zum andenken an Robert Franz und Martin Jackel”. 206 
Over the years the chapel has become a popular place for wedding ceremonies. 

For the Baptist Church in Louis Trichardt the 1970’s was an era of growth. 
When the congregation was founded in 1960 under Rev. P.A.W. Sschnettler 
there were 23 members. In the years to follow the congregation respectively 
under the guidance of Rev. P.A.W. Schnettler, (1960-2), Dr. M.J. Gricsel 
(1962-65), Rev. H. du Toil (1966-8), S.J. van Niekerk (1974-81), C.J. Fourie 
(1982-7) and J.W.S. Odendaal (as from 1987) tended to attract worshippers of 
diverse cultural backgrounds. In 1998 some members of the congregation were 
from Bulgaria, Russia, Finland, India, apart from those of a South African 

- • 207 

orientation. 


Sports 

In January 1976 the Soutpansberg Clay Pigeon Club asked the Council to help 
it in the provision of satisfactory facilities. The club had spent considerable 
funds on improving their existing facilities. They did need better ones. The 
club, at the time had 25 members. 208 The Management Committee decided to 
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help the club look for suitable facilities. It also undertook to make provision for 
possible financial assistance in the budget for the coming financial year. 209 In 
May of that year the Management Committee allocated to the club a piece of 
land close to the airfield on the western side of the town at a nominal rental of 
12 cents per annum. 210 

As part of the relocation package deal the Council made substantial 
investments towards the development of sporting facilities for the Indian 
community in Eltivillas. It included swimming facilities, tennis courts and a 
cricket pitch. In October 1977 the Management Committee gave the go ahead 
for the construction of the town’s squash rackets complex. It was estimated that 
the cost would amount to about RIO 000. 211 

As far as aviation was concerned the Management Committee in September 
1974 gave instructions to the Engineers Department to identify suitable sites 
for helipads and a heliport. 212 In 1975 the Management Committee gave 
consideration to the construction of hangers at the airfield which were to be 
rented out to owners of aircraft. 213 By February 1976 it was decided that 
hangers would be constructed depending on the need which arose for it. 214 

Conclusion 

The era of Corrie van Rooyen as Town Clerk of Louis Trichardt was marked 
by a hitherto unsurpassed rate of development. Seldom before in the history of 
the town was progress so marked, despite recessionary cycles in the rest of the 
country. It was also a period which saw the introduction of measures of 
government which were extremely harsh on the local members of the Indian 
community, Their move to Eltivillas might have been a logical development in 
terms of the outlined government policy of the day, but it was harmful to the 
economy of the town. The Soutpansberg Afrikaanse Sakekamer which was 
representative of the upwardly mobile Afrikaans speaking people in town 
clearly was at loggerheads with the policy of the government of moving the 
Indians out of town. Ultimately they were unable to do much to the matter. 
Neither were the members of the Indian community able to halt tile shift. 
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Chapter 12 


The politics of attrition 1978-1989 


In 1978. thirty years after the National Party came into power, a number of 
intrinsic changes started taking place in South African politics. This influenced 
the course of developments in the Soutpansberg. In September of the year Mr. 
P.W. Botha became Prime Minister.He appeared to be a strongly reformist 
minded politician who wanted to get away from the stigma of apartheid in a 
hurry. 1 In one important respect this ideology had numerous shortcomings. It 
had not lived up to expectations. In 1958, Dr. H.F. Verwoerd predicted that the 
influx of Black people to the White cities of South Africa, would start 
declining, and in fact reverse by the year 1978. 2 This proved to be wrong. More 
Black people, from all parts of the country had been moving in to the cities of 
the country in order to find jobs and adjust to a new way of life. 

More important was the fact that the government realised that the resistance of 
the Black population to discriminatory policies could not be continued for an 
unlimited period of time. Following the Soweto uprisings in 1976-7 numerous 
plans were set in motion to change the constitutional dispensation of the 
country. The preconditions were firstly that the proposed changes had to be 
acceptable to all race groups in the country. Secondly, it had to be acceptable to 
the outside world. In August 1976 a cabinet committee was appointed with the 
instructions to find a solution to the apparent constitutional political impasse. In 
the report which was consequently circulated amongst members of the National 
Party, provision was made for the sharing of political power between Whites, 
Coloureds and Indians, Furthermore, the system of the Senate was to be 
replaced by an advisory council. A year later these proposals were approved by 
all levels of the National Party’s leadership. A draft constitution was then 
formulated, but it had numerous shortcomings and was held over, pending 
further recommendations to the government. In May 1980 the Schlebusch 
Report was issued by Mr. Alwyn Schlebusch, the Minister of the Interior. It 
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gave more substance to the formation of the President's Council. The 
indications were that the government wanted to broaden its advisory structures 
in such a manner that provision would also be made for a Black advisory 
council. By the time the President’s Council started with its work in February 
1981 it was clear that South Africa would be heading for a new constitutional 
dispensation in which provision would be made for the sharing of power 
enabling all the people living in the country to have part in the decision-making 
processes. 3 4 5 

Meanwhile it became clear that the new direction of the government was not 
acceptable to all Nationalists. In the election of 1981, Mr. Fanie Botha easily 
won with 5 278 votes to the 1 631 of Mr. M.J. Mentz (Independent) and the 
558 of the HNP’s Mr. W.G. van der Grijp.'' But that was before the emergence 
of another force in the national politics. 

A group headed by the cabinet ministers, Dr. Andries Treumicht (leader of the 
NP in the Transvaal) and Dr. Ferdie Hartzenberg, formed the spearhead of the 
new movement. Following a 22 February 1982 cabinet meeting, they indicated 
that they were not interested in power sharing. Instead they wanted to promote 
the idea of self-determination. The matter was driven to a head in a caucus 
meeting of the National Party on 24 February 1982. In a tense atmosphere Mr, 
Fanie Botha stood up and proposed a motion of confidence in the Prime 
Minister. The vote was 100 to 22 in favour of the motion. 5 The political 
division that was taking shape was a process that was being contested amongst 
politicians of the Northern Transvaal. Fanie Botha as the most senior cabinet 
minister and leader of the nationalists in the Northern Transvaal clearly took 
the initiative of standing against another Northern Transvaler, Dr. Treumicht, 
who was the Member of Parliament for Waterberg. 

On 27 February 1982 the head committee of the National Party in Transvaal 
also came out in favour of the existing government policy. Dr. Treumicht then 
was defeated in a motion of confidence in the Prime Minister which was put 
forward by Mr. F.W. de Klerk. On 6 March Mr. De Klerk was elected as leader 
of the NP in the Transvaal. Local NP leader, Mr. Sybrand Mostert, who 
witnessed the process unfolding itself, attended the meeting in 1982. Many 
years later he recalled that the plan by the Treumicht grouping was worked out 
well in advance of the meeting. 6 

The political lines had been drawn. As new alliances were in the process of 
being formed, the MP for Soutpansberg, Mr. Fanie Botha, and the Member for 
the Provincial Council, Mr. Hein Kruger, gave their support for the initiative of 
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the Prime Minister, Mr. P.W. Botha. 7 On 20 March 1982, the Conservative 
Party was founded in the Skilpad Hall in Pretoria. The die had been cast and 
forthwith political divisions amongst Afrikaners would be the order of the day. 8 
In the Northern Transvaal the division was perhaps more intense than 
elsewhere in the country. As a symbolic gesture of the trend that was 
manifesting itself was an inter-denominational church service held on 5 May 
1982 on the sports field of the high school in Louis Trichardt. 9 

In the course of research a number of individuals who had witnessed the 
watershed change in politics, were asked specifically why the conservative 
political ethic was so strong in the Northern Transvaal. There are no clear cut 
answers. What does however manifest distinctly is that the cultural genetics of 
nineteenth century Afrikanerdom in the Soutpansberg played a decisive role. A 
political patriciate class, which had worked hard for the greater pan of the 
twentieth century to make for themselves a mark in the economic life of the 
region was not prepared to deviate from a political philosophy which had been 
entrenched in the 1940’s. Another reason can be found in the fact that the 
United Party which had finally gone into decline at the time of the 1977 
election, left many people in the Northern Transvaal without a political home. 
As a matter of principle - often at the price of being belittled in public - they 
traditionally opposed the National Party. They were, by the later part of the 
1970’s, not interested in underwriting the colonial syndrome policies of the 
New Republican Party, or the liberal policies of the Progressive Party. Finally 
there were also a number of rumblings within the National Party in the Far 
Northern Transvaal. Senior political figures had made themselves guilty of 
corruption. This caused friction which ultimately led to problems in the day to 
day management of political activities in the region. 10 

Politically Louis Trichardt was divided as it had seldom been before. Families 
were split. Friends in the town and district who had spent many years in close 
association with each other, now found themselves in opposing political camps. 
The politics of the day permeated the church, 11 school, 12 and general cultural 
activities of the community at all levels. The commercial sector of the town 
was also hard hit. 

In March 1982 one of the last politically neutral Council elections took place 
when Messrs. Daan Nel, Brink Schlessinger, Johan Gilfillan, Johan Moolman 
and Nico Scheepers were elected for the first time to the Council of Louis 
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Trichardt, 13 They were part of a new generation of local politicians who were 
to set the trend in the process of local political change. In February 1984 
Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer Chairman, Brink Schlessinger made a 
call on the members of the chamber to forget about political divisions and start 
helping one another. He specifically asked the members not to boycott each 
other on political grounds. 14 

It was however on the national level that a bloody fight was to give rise to 
substantial political bloodletting. Within the space of nine months the voters of 
Soutpansberg were asked to go to the polls on three occasions. At the 
beginning of 1983 Mr. Fanie Botha challenged the CP to a by-election in the 
Northern Transvaal. He resigned his position as MP and declared that he was 
prepared to contest it On 21 February 1983 the CP accepted the challenge of 
Mr. Botha. 15 Dr. Willie Snyman (Pietersburg), Dr. Andries Treumicht 
(Waterberg) and Adv. Thomas Langley (Waterkloof) resigned their seats. The 
“Stryd van die Berge” (Battle of the Mountains) as it was called, gave 
substance to speculation that the CP was stronger than the government thought. 
The NP however managed to win the by-election with Fanie Botha getting 6 
100 votes to the 5 479 for Adv. Langley. A total of 78, 4 per cent of the White 
electorate went to the polls in the constituency, which was indicative of the 
spirited light put up by both sides in the battle. 16 In May 1983 the Langleys 
settled once again in Soutpansberg on a farm in the vicinity of Waterpoort and 
Alldays.' 7 Following the resignation of Mr. Fanie Botha, another by-election 
had to be held and on 15 February 1985 Adv. Langley won the seat of 
Soutpansberg for the CP with a majority of 497 votes when he beat Mr. Hein 
Kruger, former MPC for Soutpansberg by 5 836 to 5 339 and 85 votes for the 
HNP’s Mr. G. Beetge. 18 

Adv. Thomas Langley was a son of the soil of Soutpansberg. He was bom in 
the district in 1933. His parents moved to the district in 1917. He attended 
primary and high school in Louis Trichardt. He was also head boy of the High 
School in 1950. He then enrolled as a law student at the University of Pretoria 
where he completed the degrees BA and LLB. As a student he was active in 
politics. In 1955-6 he was awarded the Abe Bailey Travel Grant and visited 
Britain and the European continent. Between 1963 and 1983 he was a 
practising advocate in Pretoria. Between 1966 and 1981 he served the 
constituency of Waterkloof for the National Party. On 3 March 1982 he was 
one of the 14 members of parliament, who were suspended, together with Dr. 
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Andries Treumichts, as members of the National Party. Shortly afterwards he 
played a key role in the founding of the Conservative Party. 19 

On 21 January 1986 the former Minister of Manpower, Mr. Fanie Botha’s 
estate was sequestrated in the Pretoria Supreme Court. The former minister 
who owned two farms to the value of R2,8 million near Messina, owed his 
creditors upwards of R7,5 million. 20 This was a setback to the standing of the 
National Party in the Soutpansberg. Its reputation was no longer above 
criticism. Within the party the leadership also had problems giving direction. 
Many stalwart members of the party management in the constituency earlier 
left to join the CP. The way ahead for the party seemed dark. 

The hard face of politics increasingly manifested itself in Louis Trichardt. On 
25 April 1986 Dr. Connie Mulder, one of the leaders of the Conservative Party, 
told a meeting in Louis Trichardt, he was “cheerful” that the CP was al last 
beginning to draw large numbers of supporters. At the meeting which was 
attended by more than 500 people, he spoke about the “children of the storm” 
as being the youth who were prepared to take a stand on issues and drive 
matters to a head. This was contrasted by the way of the government which was 
seen as being more intent on keeping the calm and making compromises. 21 

In May 1986 the evening before Mr, Pik Botha, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
was scheduled to hold a meeting in Petersburg, Col. Arthur Cronwright, leader 
of the Brandwag of Louis Trichardt warned that the objective of the AWB was 
to prevent the NP meeting from taking place in Pietersburg. He said: 

Nou dat die regering besluit het om sy groot kannon, Pik Botha, in te 
bring is ons meer vasbeslote om horn te wys dat ons ‘n groter 
aanhang van so toehoorders gaan he as hy. 22 

The political emotions ran high. On 16 May 31 posters of the NP (which cost 
R914.50 to print) and were intended to advertise the meeting of Mr. Botha in 
Pietersburg, were put up in strategic areas in the town. They were subsequently 
removed from the poles by. The NP of Soutpansberg then offered a reward of 
R100 for information on who was responsible for the deed. 23 

The ultra rightwing organisation Die Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging (AWB) 
had strong support amongst the residents of Louis Trichardt. An interesting 
development was that the members of the AWB were by no means shy of 
admitting in public who they were and what they stood for. 24 In a letter to the 
Editor, J. Olivier let it be known that the AWB had as objective to “bring 
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people together who belonged together”. The organisation and its supporters 
saw the solution in bringing together people in terms of cultural, traditional and 
Christian principles. 25 It also came to light that there was a paramilitary arm of 
the AWB active in the Soutpansberg region. The Brandwag , as it was known, 
was an organisation which aimed at establishing places of safety where women 
and children could go to in times of emergency. These “shelters” were to be 
provided with sufficient food, to help people in times of crises. They were also 
intent on training people how to use firearms and help themselves with first 
aid. 26 The organisation had played an important role in preventing the meeting 
of the NP taking place in Pietersburg. 

Economically Louis Trichardt was beginning to suffer as a result of politics. In 
June 1986 the first comprehensive consumer boycott action was launched in 
Louis Trichardt. The interesting phenomenon of these developments is the fact 
that it followed closely after the 25th Republican celebrations. It also 
manifested in a conflict between the also businesspeople. According to the 
Zoutpansberger many businessmen in Louis Trichardt had started spending 
money elsewhere as a result of internal conflict with fellow local business 
people in town. One aspect which prominently came to the fore was that 
business people had to maintain good relations with all people in town. Another 
dimension was the realisation that people in protected jobs could not be 
responsible for the creation of an environment which was conducive to 
conflict. 27 Security measures were, in view of the threatening strike action, 
stepped up at shopping centres in town. 58 Meanwhile in the outlying areas more 
and more rural shops were doing good business, 29 

By the beginning of 1987 it was an open secret that the White electorate of 
South Africa would once again be asked to go to the polls. In January the NP 
nominated Adv. Renier Pieterse as its shadow candidate for the Soutpansberg 
constituency. 30 The CP responded by appointing Mr. C.E. (Koeks) Terblanche, 
a well known farmer, as electoral official of the CP in the Soutpansberg 
Constituency. Mr. Terblanche started farming operations in the area behind the 
Soutpansberg in the 1950’s. He was for 17 years chairman of the Zoutpansberg 
Agricultural Union. As a man who had invested much time and energy in 
politics over three decades, first as NP member and later as CP member, he 
was a natural choice chairman of the party in Soutpansberg. 31 The CP candidate 
for the election was the serving member of Parliament, Adv. Thomas Langley, 
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who enjoyed considerable support from the party’s membership in the 
constituency. 32 

The prominent local issues in the election campaign were soon spelt out by Mr. 
Piet Vorster, a farmer of Levubu, who also was the principal electoral agent of 
the National Party. He criticised the CP for threatening to turn NP meetings in a 
state of chaos. He also criticised them for earlier having misbehaved 
themselves by criticising an NP cabinet minister (Mr. Pik Botha) from the floor 
during a meeting. 33 The NP also tried to associate the CP in close alliance with 
the AWB. 3j This the CP’s Thomas Langley strongly denied. 35 

The strategy of the CP was aimed at winning support from the farmers by 
promising them that special provision would be made to protect their interests. 
Adv. Langley also suggested that the CP was not intent on passing the control 
of government over to a Black majority. The CP was intent on protecting the 
interests of the whites. 36 Especially Dr. Mossic van der Berg, a prominent 
rightwing leader, who visited Soutpansberger to speak in support of the CP in 
the election campaign, was strongly in favour of a very racist line of wanting to 
hold on to white control in the government of the country. 37 When nominations 
closed three candidates were registered to contest the seat. They were Ad. 
Langley of the CP, Adv. Renier Pieterse of the NP, and Mr. Michiel van der 
Merwe of the Herstigde National Party. 38 On 7 May 1987 Mr. Thomas Langley 
of the CP won the Soutpansberg constituency with a majority of 250 votes. The 
CP had 7 170 and the NP 6 920 votes. 39 

On the Town Council level overt party politics was for many years successfully 
warded off. Although the new generation' 10 consistently tried to avert party 
alliances in their decision making, it increasingly came to the fore as the White 
community at large found itself in a state of polarisation. After the 1987 
election it was also clear that the CP had an influential presence in the Town 
Council. They allegedly had a 5 to 4 majority. This was disputed in public.' 11 
But somehow the councillors with CP sympathies were consistently able to get 
the upperhand when it came to crucial decision making in respect of the 
allocation of funds for specific projects. The CP however came under severe 
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fire in July-August 1987 when the allowances for councillors were increased by 
more than 100 per cent. 42 

In January 1988 Clr. Daan Nel, the Mayor, resigned from the NP and joined the 
CP. In a press report he did not disclose his reasons for resigning from the 
NP. 45 The municipal election of 1988 was a landslide victory for the CP. Five 
of their six candidates who participated in the election were elected to seats in 
the Council. They were Johan Moolman (Ward 2), Johan Lordan (Ward 6), 
Dries du Preez (Ward 7), Arie Steyn (Ward 7) and Louis Holtzhausen (Ward 
9). 44 An interesting phenomenon was the fact that some of the stalwarts in the 
Council were defeated. Clr. Beyers van Rensburg lost by 137 to 180 votes 
against Clr. Johan Moolman. Also Clr. Johan Gilfillan was defeated by Mr. 
Dries du Preez. 45 

In November 1988 when the local branch of the National Party was celebrating 
the past 40 years of NP rule in the country, vandals painted slogans on the 
house of the NP in Louis Trichardt. The slogans called P.W. Botha a traitor. 46 

In May 1989 the Divisional Council of the National Party in Soutpansberg 
nominated Mr. Vic Borchers, a Tzaneen businessman, as candidate for the 
upcoming election. Mr. Borchers, who was bom in Pietersburg in 1937 
attended school in Pietersburg. In 1963 he graduated from Rhodes University 
with a BA degree in Systematic Theology. After the completion of his studies 
he became an ordained Methodist Minister and served in this capacity for 13 
years in Pretoria, Rustenburg and as chaplain at Saldanha Bay. In 1972 he 
became a businessman and four years later, in 1976, moved back to the 
Northern Transvaal where he became the managing director of Northern Ford 
in Louis Trichardt. He also opened a sales division in Tzaneen and in 1984-5 
was Ford South Africa’s Businessman of the Year. 47 In 1887 he became the 
Chairman of the Gazankulu Development Corporation. In 1984 he joined the 
NP and became leader of the party in the Tzaneen Town Council. 48 

In the campaign which already started gaining momentum in June 1989 the NP 
maintained a remarkably high profile with advertisements in the local press. 
The CP on the other hand, maintained a low profile, but managed to win a lot 
of support at the grassroots level. In the course of June a spit braai was held on 
a farm near Mara to raise funds. The function which was attended by the MP, 
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Adv. Thomas Langley, along with 280 supporters, brought in R6 000.00 for the 
party. 49 

Ultimately when nominations closed for the election only two candidates, 
Borchers and Langley were scheduled to contest the seat. 50 The campaign was 
characterised by the CP explaining to the electorate that they were being 
impoverished by the policies of the government which were aimed at taking 
away political power from Whites. The NP on the other hand propagated the 
need for greater participation for all people in the politics of the day. 

In a surprise development, a week before the election, the Mayor of Louis 
Trichardl, Clr. Daan Nel, officially resigned from the Conservative Party 
saying that he had for a long time had second thoughts about his membership 
of the CP. He explained that, after being elected to serve on the executive of the 
Northern Transvaal Regional Services Council, he was convinced of the good 
use to which Act 109 of 1985, promoting Regional Services Council, had been 
put to. He also said in a statement that he had offered to resign from the CP 
caucus in February 1989, but the CP refused to accept his resignation. 51 

The CP’s Mr. C.E. Terblanche said that Mr. Nel was a turncoat and that the 
party had been aware of his sympathies for a long lime. It warned however that 
Clr. Nel’s shift would not change the outcome of the election. 52 The NP’s Mr. 
Piet Vorster, criticised the CP of being blind to the new trend manifesting itself 
in the politics of local politics in South Africa as more and more councillors 
were beginning to change their allegiances. 5 ’ 

When voters went to the polls on 6 September 1989 in what was to be the last 
all-White election in South Africa Soulpansberg had the highest percentage of 
voters in the country. A total of 84,3 per cent of the registered voters brought 
out their vote. The contest was won by the CP with 8 130 votes to the 7 600 
votes for the NP and 77 spoilt ballots. 54 

In his message to the electorate Adv. Langley said that the CP had finally been 
established in the region and the trend was beginning to manifest itself in the 
rest of the country. 55 Following the election outcome a special meeting of the 
Town Council was held. On the occasion Clr. Johan Lordan, the chairman of 
the Management Committee, pushed for the Mayor Daan Nel’s resignation, on 
the grounds that he had abused his office for political gain. The Council, after 
an extended debate, accepted with a majority of five votes to two, that the 
Council took note of the Mayor’s actions and consequently doubted him. He 
was to be asked to resign within 24 hours. Should he not resign, steps were to 
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be taken to ensure that his membership of institutions on behalf of the Council 
would be terminated. 56 In the weeks to follow, Clr. Nel was increasingly 
ostracised from Council activities. He was, on the grounds of the Council 
decision, stripped of his status as chairman of the Council, the Louis Trichard- 
Venda Liason Committee. He also was no longer to be the Council’s 
representative on the Northern Transvaal Council for Local Authorities, 
Transvaal Municipal Association and representative on the Soutpansberg 
Development Association. 57 

The pressures of political office in a process of change also left its mark. This 
was evident when on 13 October 1989, in little more than a month after the 
election, Adv. Langley underwent heart bypass surgery in Johannesburg. 58 In 
October 1989 the Town Clerk, Mr. Corrie Van Rooyen, retired. There was also 
a shuffling of posts in the Council. Mr. Jan de Lang, who was considered by all 
and sundry as the future Town Clerk of Louis Trichardt, meanwhile accepted 
the position of Town Clerk of Tzaneen. Mr. H.F. Basson who previously was 
the deputy Town Clerk of Orkney was appointed in the post 59 At the age of 28 
years Mr. Basson was the youngest Town Clerk Louis Trichardt ever had. 

By the end of 1989 the town of Louis Trichardt, like the rest of Soutpansberg, 
had passed through a complex and difficult period of internal political 
transition. It was in more than one respect a constant flow of political 
frustration in which the Whites of the region were fighting each other. The 
internal fighting, not only weakened the sense of unity amongst the White 
residents of the Soutpansberg, it also prepared the way for the transition to a 
multi-racial democratic society. 
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Chapter 13 


The evolution of a new regional dispensation 
1979-1990 

In the second half of the I970’s a new regional dispensation started taking 
shape in the Soutpansberg area. The approaching independence of Venda as the 
third bantustan after the Transkei and Bophutatswana to opt for independence 
on 13 September 1979, 1 ensured that a new factor entered the power structures 
of society along the Soutpansberg. For Louis Trichardl this implied that special 
attention had to be given to addressing the needs of people who could now be 
seen as the citizens of a neighbouring state. On the one hand the Town Council 
had to contend with a political dispensation which had substantially boosted the 
growth of the town. On the other hand notice had to be taken of potential 
opposition to the new dispensation that was being introduced in the Northern 
Transvaal. The Management Committee addressed the issue head on by 
agreeing that it would, in conjunction with the Bantu Administration Board, 
give attention to providing satisfactory facilities for the Black commuters. 2 * * The 
implication was the Council thus conceded that commuting activities would be 
the order of the day, despite the problems of which all were more than aware. It 
also implied that Tshikota, the town's Black township, no longer had any 
raison d' elre. 

Development 

The initial development thrust which accompanied the independence of Venda 
in 1979 created a positive and dynamic flow of economic activity in Louis 
Trichardt. Development however became inhibited. In the macro-region 
Pietersburg was by far the stronger urban centre in the Far Northern Transvaal. 
This worked to the detriment of initiatives by Louis Trichardl to attract 
industrial development. 5 For example, in March 1980 there were unsuccessful 
negotiations, aimed at getting Vleissentraal to start a meat processing factory in 
Louis Trichardt. Vleissentraal declined the offer. The major consideration was 
the locality of Louis Trichardt. The town was a long distance from lucrative 
markets. There were also doubts about the ability of the local abattoir being 
able to carry the large amounts of meat that would be required by a factory. 
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Furthermore, the company made the Council understand that the local and 
regional marketability of production was limited.' 1 

In other areas the growth of Louis Trichardt was phenomenal. Between 1980 
and 1981 plans for building construction and improvements rose from R4.29 
million to R4,7 million. 4 5 An even bigger injection followed the next year. In 
February 1982, Mr. Fanie Botha, the MP for Soutpansberg, announced at a 
meeting of the Soutpansberg District Development Association that a start 
would be made in 1983 to the construction of a new tactical air force base at 
Louis Trichardt. 6 Confidence in the potential of the region was high. According 
to the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer the rate of growth of the town in 
1982 was 30 per cent. This was despite the regional drought and a national 
economic recession. 7 The growth trend was ascribed to the government’s 
decentralisation program, the neighboring homelands, the presence of the new 
air force base, and the timber potential of the region. 8 The growth could not be 
sustained. 

By 1984 the Iscor development of the coal fields behind the mountain started 
winding down. For the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer Chairman, Brink 
Schlessinger, it was clear that the business people had to become part of the 
initiative to stimulate growth in the town. 9 Addressing this problem was 
difficult. For a long time the hopes of the town had rested on the potential 
development of the coal fields. Matters were made worse by the fact that, as a 
result of promising economic incentives more industrial development was 
attracted to Venda. This development was described as an “artificial 
canalisation” of potential development away from the town. 10 11 Louis Trichardf s 
business people meanwhile managed to secure an important industrial concern. 
In the course of 1985 Messrs Robert Rauch and Brian Codling started 
Dinnermates (Tvl C.C.), as a part of the Fedics Food Services. The operation in 
Louis Trichardt had as its objective to produce ready to cook products such as 
burgers, savoury mince, chicken bites, sausages, dried meat used in the 
manufacture of soup and frozen produce." In more ways than one, this 
development compensated for the fact that Vleissentraal did not earlier start 
meat processing operations locally. 

The countrywide economic recession was beginning to affect also Louis 
Trichardt which had up to 1985 experienced one of the most rapid growing 
economies in South Africa. 12 In the process the Council and local entrepreneurs 


4 . MALT. Vcrgaderings gehou gedurende Moan - Mci 1980. VH1L. (Page numbering diverse). 

Besluit 608ste Bestmirskomileevergodering, 1980.04.10. Item 5.2.105. 

5 . MALT, Verslag: Stadsingenieur in Burgemeestersveslag Louis Trichardt 1981-1982. 

6 . ANON., “Hoogtepunte van 1982” in Bylaag tot Die Noord-Transvaler, 1982,12.03, p. 11. 

7 . SAS, B. Schlessinger, Voorsittersverslag 1982/2. 

8. ANON., “Louis Trichardt ontwikkel vinnig” in Bylaag tot Die Noord-Transvaler, 
1982.12.03, p. 10. 

9 . SAS, Nuusbricf, B. Schlessinger - Lede Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer, 1984.02.27. 

10. LTT2, pp. 10-18.981208, Viljoen. V.(51). LTC offices, Louis Trichardt. 

11 . LTT4, Questionnaire 3/98. R. Rauch, Dinnermates Tvl, C.C. ANON., "Local manufacturer 

wins coveted title" in Zoutpansberger, 1991.06.21, p. 8. 

12 . SAS, Voorsittersverslag 1984/5, P.B. Schlessinger. 




Louis Trichardt’s Civic Centre shortly after its completion. 

Source: MALT 






The Civic Centre in 1998 
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took the initiative towards the positive stimulation of the local economy. One 
of the major impediments to development was a shortage of water. In 1983, 
during one of the worst droughts the Soutpansberg experienced in the twentieth 
century, the Council invested in extending and modernising the Albasini Dam 
at a cost of R2,4 million. A further R330 000 was set aside for the development 
of boreholes as an alternative source of water in town. 13 The stage was set for 
making viable development a reality. The town, like the rest of the 
Soutpansberg, was only waiting for sufficient rain. It did not come. By 1984 
the Albasini Dam only had 6 per cent of its capacity and the town faced a 
critical shortage of water. 14 

Despite the fact that the drought in the second half of the 1980's ended, it did 
not mean the town’s water supply was satisfactory. In 1989 Mr. Corrie van 
Rooyen, the Town Clerk of Louis Trichardt (1971-1989) warned that the 
major problem of Louis Trichardt in terms of development was its shortage of 
satisfactory water resources. He said that the water supply of the Albasini dam 
was only sufficient to last until 1992. After that date new potential sources had 
to be found. 15 For the short term there was hope. With the drought broken, 
fanning operations could once again make progress and people could gain 
confidence in economic future of the region. 

A further boost to local development was an urban renewal program which 
rapidly started changing the face of the town’s central business district. The 
rapid growth experienced in Louis Trichardt since the 1970’s created 
problems. The infrastructure of the town appeared to be hopelessly 
inadequate. 16 In 1980 town planning experts pointed out that a shortage of 
parking space prevailed in the CBD. The 12 000m length of street available in 
the CBD could only provide parking for some 200 vehicles. 17 

A new Civic Centre at last 

One of the major problems experienced in the municipal environment of Louis 
Trichardt, was the fact that the offices were inadequate for the staff employed. 
The Council then, despite opposition from the Transvaal Provincial 
Administration, once again explored the possibility of a new civic centre. 
Financially the Council was in a strong position. Already in December 1980 
the Council resumed discussions with the architects on the possible 
construction of the Civic Centre. By this time the building which was to cover 
a surface area of about 4 000 square metres was estimated to cost in the vicinity 
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of about Rl,5 million. 18 The new building had become a practical necessity. 19 
At the start of 1983, the Mayor, Clr. Dr. J.A.B. Jansen van Rensburg, 
announced that tenders would be asked for the construction of the long awaited 
civic centre of Louis Trichardt in July 1983. 20 In the 1983/4 financial a start 
was made with the construction of the complex. 21 This time the design of the 
building was left in the hands of local architect, Mr. Hans Beetge. On 11 
January 1985 the municipal officials moved into the complex. 25 On 13 April 
1985 the Civic Centre was officially opened by Administrator of the Transvaal, 
Mr. Willem Cruywagen. 2,1 

From the private sector there was also a concerted effort to boost the town. In 
1985 the OK Shopping complex, was completed at an estimated cost of R5 
million. 25 Gauging the success of this initiative could also be done on the micro 
level - the marketing and selling of fresh produce. In 1981 the Council gave 
members of the Buys community, Messrs Gilbert J. Lawrence and S. Buys, 
special permission to sell fresh produce in Louis Trichardt. 26 Along with other 
traders they were soon able to establish a flourishing trade in fresh flowers, 
fruit and vegetables. Subsequently the Town Council decided to establish a 
fresh produce market in the vicinity of the new OK Shopping complex. In 
March 1985 the fresh produce traders started trading from the new premises. 
According to a spokesperson for the traders, Mr. Gilbert Lawrence, the only 
requirement with which they had to comply was that the produce had to be 
realistically priced, 27 Mr. Simeon Buys, who was one of the major producers in 
the Buys community at the time, produced a wide variety of vegetables. This 
included cabbage, tomatoes, carrots, beetroot, lettuce and cucumbers. They did 
not produce potatoes, because they were unable to compete with the prices at 
which the farmers of Dendron were selling their produce. 38 The produce was 
popular with consumers. According to Mr. Buys: 

Omdat ons goeie kwaliteit groente geproduseer het, het die 

gemeenskap van ons groente gehou en die koopkrag was baie goed. 

Ons het ons bes probeer om die groente vars te hou. 29 
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Mr. Simeon Buys and his wife at their vegetable garden. In the 1980’s 
members of the Buys community were active fresh produce traders in 
Louis Trichardt. 

Source: E.J. Tempelhoff 
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Louis Trichardt Country Club in the 1980’s 
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The plans for the development of Louis Trichardt were by no means haphazard. 
At the end of 1985 a new master plan for the development, compiled by 
Messrs. Plankonsultant was submitted to the Council. It was subject to the 
approval of the Director of Local Government and the Town Council for final 
approval. 30 In March 1986 the Council approved the Master Plan for the 
development of Louis Trichardt between 1985 and 2010. The plan made 
provision for the rezoning of certain parts of the town as industrial or 
commercial areas. It was reported at the time that some of the changes 
proposed were of a radical nature. According to the plan an avenue of trees was 
to be planted in Trichardt Street. There would also be seating to create the 
effect of calm and tranquility. At the time of its acceptance by the Council it 
was an open question as to whether the plan, which cost R59 283 to draw up 
would ever be implemented. 31 

The remarkable growth of Louis Trichardt during the 1980’s was evident from 
demographic trends. As a result of the construction of the new air force base 
and the developments in Venda, it was estimated by the end of 1985 that about 
150 families would settle in the town. 32 The growth in the population of the 
town was evident in the increase in the number of school children. The Louis 
Trichardtse HoKrkool, in May 1986 reported that their numbers had increased 
from 630 pupils in 1985 to 800 in 1986. 33 Between 1983 and 1987 the number 
of births registered in Louis Trichardt increased from 129 to 164. By far the 
most dynamic growth trend was evident amongst the members of the town’s 
White population. 3,1 

As the Regional Services Council started operating properly Louis Trichardt 
was a beneficiary of substantial amounts for specific projects. In May 1989 the 
Northern Transvaal Regional Services Council made available Rl,5 million for 
projects in the town. It included a bus terminus and shelters for R60 000; the 
tarring of roads and paving stones to the value of R304 000; extensions to the 
sewerage system for R200 000; parking areas estimated to amount to R45 000; 
extensions to the electricity network R98 000; the tarring of the airstrip road for 
R160 000; and R250 000 for the construction of a swimming pool at 
Eltivillas. 35 Also for the Buys community benefited from the new 
dispensation. 36 

In 1989 despite a negative growth trend in the South African economy, Louis 
Trichardt kept on growing. One of the reasons for the firm growth pattern was, 
according to a press report, the fact that the labour force was stable. There were 
no strikes or stay-aways. The lown furthermore enjoyed extensive 
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decentralisation benefits of the homeland system. 37 The major advantage 
continued to be the exceptional trading opportunities the town offered. 3 * 

Commerce 

In 1979, as Zimbabwe was preparing for its transition to a majoritarian 
democracy, Louis Trichardt’s commercial sector still went out of its way to 
attract business from the trans-Limpopo Whites. In an advertisement in 
Bulawayo's The Chronicle a number of local businesses advertised their 
services. One of the selling points was that Louis Trichardt was, for the 
Zimbabweans, a mere petrol tank away. Whilst taking a brief outing for a few 
days, they could just as well spend some time shopping. 39 
At the time it appears as if the major attractions of Louis Trichardt were the 
hotels where accommodation was provided; shops where electrical goods could 
be purchased, repairs be done; motoring facilities such as car dealers were 
available; panelbeaters were available; spares could be bought; and, repair 
work could be done to electrical implements such as television sets. 40 
The greater part of Louis Trichardt’s commercial development relied on 
developments within the borders of South Africa. The neighboring Republic of 
Venda started growing at a rapid rate. These circumstances literally forced the 
local business community to become more innovative. One of the results was 
that they consistently argued in favour of open trading opportunities. 41 
The Louis Trichardt CBD underwent considerable change. In 1980 Louis 
Trichardt’s CBD covered a surface area of 3,98 hectares. A town planning 
expert explained to the Council that the nucleus of business activity in the town 
was at the crossing of Krogh and Trichardt Street. In technical terms, it was 
explained, the population of the town and the total surface area available in the 
CBD meant that each resident of Louis Trichardt had 2,16m 2 for commercial 
activity. 42 In many respects it implied there was ample room for economic 
investment in the town’s commerce. Many entrepreneurs were aware of the 
potential. In 1980 the new shopping complex on the comer of Krogh and 
Trichardt Street, which accommodated Jet Stores, Tip Top Furnishers and Sales 
House, was completed. 43 The Bergwater Hotel, of Mr. Brink Schlessinger, was 
opened on 15 December 1982. The Sardinian architectural style of the building 
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The Pennell’s Centre in Krogh Street, built in the 1980’s, was the 
highest building in town. 

Source: MALT. 










By the 1980’s the domestic architecture of Louis Trichardt was marked 
by a tendency to combine modernist and traditional styles. 
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complex was intended to provide an atmosphere of luxury and comfort to its 
clientele. 44 Many years later he jokingly recalled: 

Ek het die grand gekoop van ander mense.... Toe begin ek bou en 
toe ek klaar was toe het ek besluit dil gaan ‘n hotel wees. 4S 
In the second half of the decade commercial growth continued. In May 1986 
Jewel King, a jewellery store of Mr. Chris and Mrs. Wilma de Wet opened its 
doors for the buyers of jewellery in Trichardt Street. 46 For the body awareness 
enthusiasts Louis Trichardt also started catering in 1986 when Body Shop 
started with operations in town. Under the watchful eye of owner and 
physiotherapist, Karen van Heerden, literally hundreds of residents of the town 
and district, worked many hours at keeping supple bodies. The gym was first 
situated at the Laerskool Soutpansberg and the hall of the Nederduitsche 
Hcrvormde Church congregation, before moving to a more permanent centre. 
In 1995 the gym opened in Erasmus Street. 47 

In 1989 the Pennells Group of Companies were responsible for the first multi¬ 
story building in Louis Trichardt when construction work started on the R2, 8 
million Pennells Centre on the comer of Krogh Street and Magistrates Avenue. 
The building was six storeys high and boasted die first illuminated exterior 
elevator in Louis Trichardt. It had a total surface area of 4 700ni 2 for shops and 
offices. 48 

It was also a period of growth and prosperity for the long established 
businesses in town. In August 1989, despite high interest rates and a depressed 
economic climate, 49 local businessman, Mr Solly Noor, announced that the 
Noor Centre was to be further developed to the tune of more than R1 million to 
provide greater access to shoppers at the centre. Fellow business people have 
subsequently praised him for his visionary entrepreneurial actions. 50 It created a 
sense of confidence an the future of the town. At more or less the same time 
that llie Noor Centre was being upgraded plans were set in motion to improve 
the Checkers shopping complex. Expansion and improvement was also the 
order of the day at other shops in Triohardt Street. 51 In April 1989 Salon Andre 
& Vincent owned by Mr. Andr£ Botha, celebrated 32 years of business in 
Louis Trichardt. 52 

On 28 September 1989 Shoprite opened a branch on the comer of Trichardt 
and President Streets. The shop had 20 paying points and parking space for 
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about 90 vehicles. The manager of the store was Mr. Willem Potgieter. 53 In 
1987 Mr. Ashraf Ali Osman opened the first of his two stores, in Eltivillas. 54 

Industry 

By 1989 there were no less than 106 industries established in town. 55 Within 
the space of one decade developments, related to industry almost doubled. For 
the farming sector the writing was on the wall. In the course of 1985 the 
livestock farming sector was experiencing problems. As a result of the 
countrywide drought many farmers were in the process of selling off their 
livestock. This made it difficult for local livestock farmers to market their 
livestock at favourable prices. 56 In his annual report Soutpansberg District 
Agricultural Union Chairman, Mr. Manie Eloff, reported that local farmers 
stood to lose a lot as a result of the sanctions campaign against the country. 
They had to purchase farming requirements at a high cost. It was affecting their 
financial position. 57 

The farming industry was boosted in this period by the development of hunting 
lodges and farms in the Northern Transvaal during the 1980’s. It provided 
some farmers with a new occupation category - that of professional hunters. 
They were able to make substantial profits. 58 In many ways it was an old trade 
of the nineteenth and twentieth century pioneers of the Soutpansberg. There 
was something new as far as the hunting fraternity was concerned. They were 
catering more and more for an overseas market. The hunter now was a 
professional man, skilled in the ways of the African veld, and the needs of 
tourists. One such hunter was Mr. Richardt Schwerdtfeger who started 
Magnum Hunting Safari’s in 1981. 59 The farming industry was further boosted 
during the 1980’s by a substantial settlement of residents of the former 
Rhodesia in the fanning community, especially behind the mountain. The 
increase in population numbers substantially inflated the number of children at 
rural schools in the region. 00 For farmers who were prepared to take on the 
challenge of a new approach to using their land, the hunting concept held much 
promise. Local farmers consequently explored the idea to the full. In July 1987 
Dr. Eddie Young was a keynote speaker at a symposium that was held in 
Messina to make farmers aware of the potential of making considerable 
headway in promoting local tourism by specialising in hunting operations. 61 
It was in the area of industrial activity in Louis Trichardt itself, that growth was 
the order of the day. Noordvaal/Thusani Crushers started operations in 1985 
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about 10 km outside Louis Trichardt. It was developed at a cost of R2,2 million 
by the W.G. Wearae group, which since 1934 had established 16 similar 
installations throughout South Africa. 62 In 1989 it was estimated that the 
crusher had a potential lifespan of 20 years. In 1986 Mr. Rod Mackay settled in 
Louis Trichardt where he established Barons Chickens with the purpose of 
providing a cheap but efficient form of protein for the residents of the region. 
After starting with a production of 3 000 chickens per week, he soon increased 
the output to 25 000 units per week. 63 In 1988 Mr. Vossie Vorster started a 
paint manufacturing industry, Pro-Paint, in town. The firm, whose product had 
been approved by the South African Bureau of Standards (SABS) produced 
about 80 000 litres of paint a month by 1991. 64 In 1989 a leather tannery was 
established in Sinthumule by Messrs Velkor Tannery (Pty) Ltd. The owners of 
the company, Gert van der Westhuizen and Andr6 Bezuidenhout established 
the factory with the help of 25 Black workers. When it came into operation, it 
was the only tannery north of Pretoria. Most of its skins came from Venda. 65 
Within the Black community entrepreneurial efforts were also the order of the 
day. In 1983 transport operator, Mr. J. Mulaudzi ventured into the milling 
industry in the Nyelele area. He bought himself the latest machinery from 
Reunert & Lenz and started operations. He recalled some years later: 

I deposited 66 that machine until I was finished paying. Once I 
finished paying I went and collected the machine (in 
Johannesburg).... I brought the machine... here.... The machine 
was doing very well. The people started to know and they brought 
their mealies. They brought it in massive numbers. Many bags were 
brought. 67 

For the local community this arrangement was beneficial. It enabled them to 
have certain sophisticated services rendered locally. For Mr. Mulaudzi it 
enabled him to get his sons into the transport business while he could devote 
more of his attention to nulling operations. 

Mining in the Far Northern Transvaal once again revived as an important 
industry which stimulated the growth of the region when on 5 December 1989 
it was announced by De Beers Consolidated Mining that it was to proceed with 
the development of diamond mining on the farm Venetia behind the 
Soutpansberg. 68 The mine was the result of a comprehensive prospecting 
operation which had been started in 1969 by the De Beers Mining Company in 
the Limpopo Valley region. In 1980 the diamond pipes were discovered at 
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Venetia. Eight years later a feasibility study was done, and plans were 
implemented for the development of the mine. 69 

It was estimated that some four million carats of diamonds would be recovered 
from the 3,3 million tons of soil, The mine was to employ 750 people. It was 
scheduled to start with operations in the second half of 1990. 70 For Louis 
Trichardt’s northern neighbour, Messina, the development was of great 
significance. The Rl,l billion project was of such a nature that it secured 
industrial development in parts of the Northern Transvaal which had previously 
had no access to economic progress. 71 


Communications 

One of the practical problems that the Council had to contend with after the 
Republic of Venda came into existence in 1979 was that daily 3 142 registered 
workers from the homelands were commuting between Louis Trichardt and 
their respective places of residence. The local Black township had 1 887 
commuters daily. They were scheduled to be moved out the homelands in the 
near future. The crucial issue that had to be addressed was the fact that these 
people were in need of ablution facilities at the bus termini in town. 72 
The Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer negotiated with the Venda 
government and the SA Transport Services in the course of 1984 to secure a 
more reliable bus service for people commuting between Louis Trichardt and 
the homeland. 73 In 1986 the Road Transportation authorities tried to take steps 
against Venda businesspeople who were trading with Louis Trichardt and 
transporting large amounts of goods. The Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse 
Sakekamer on several occasions stepped in and helped the Black traders. 74 
In November 1985 there were complaints about the fact that the Nl, passing 
through Louis Trichardt, was too narrow. The road surface was in some places 
5,5 metres - basically slightly broader than the average domestic garage 
entrance. According to a spokesperson for the Roads Department in 
Pietersburg, there was a set of priorities for roadworks. It transpired that the 
road in the area of Louis Trichardt was at the time not considered as being a 
major priority. 75 In October 1989 Dr. Beyers van Rensburg, Chairman of the 
Soutpansberg District Development Association, announced that work would 
start within the next month on the construction of the Nl route between 
Pietersburg and Matoks. 79 This announcement was the first positive 
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development in more than 15 years as far as the national road was concerned. 
The cost of the project was estimated to be R39,5 million. 77 
In terms of communications, one of the most important developments of the 
twentieth century was the founding of a local newspaper, Zoutpansberger in 
January 1985 by Mr. Johan du Plessis and his wife Melinda. Mr. Du Plessis, 
who previously was an advertising manager at the Northern Review in 
Petersburg started the newspaper with a mere R1 000. The first newspaper 
office was in Trichardt Street on the top floor of the Thompson’s Building. 
Later the newspaper moved to Krogh Street, next to Robot Electrical. In 
September 1990 a second newspaper was published by the same printing house 
— The Venda Mirror. At the start of 1995, ten years after its first appearance, 
Zoutpansberger was also published in Louis Trichardt when a printing press 
was taken into use at the new building of the newspaper in Joubert Street. By 
that time, what started out as a one man newspaper, had grown to 
comprehensive operation with a staff of 15 people. 78 

Tourism 

During the 1980’s there was a steady growth in the region’s tourist industry. In 

1982 about 3 000 tourists from the Witwatersrand visited Ben Lavin Nature 
Reserve. For Louis Trichardt, according to the reserve’s governing body 
chairman, Mr. Johan Bradshaw, it implied substantial money being spent 
locally. 79 One of the major attractions in the northern parts of the country by 

1983 was the Venda Sun Hotel which boasted a casino. The hotel was first 
opened with the assistance of the Venda Development Corporation in 1980. 
Three years later the Southern Sun Group of Hotels took it over and turned the 
hotel into a popular place for local as well as overseas tourists. 80 

By April 1986 there was a specific trend evident in the local tourist market. 
According to local business people, tourists tended to take shorter and cheaper 
holidays as a result of the prevailing economic recession in the country. 81 In 
1987, according to a survey conducted by the municipality, tourism was once 
again gaining momentum as a source of revenue to the town. 87 
In July 1987 the findings of a tourist survey of Louis Trichardt were released. 
The tourists to the town let it be known that it was necessary to have sign 
boards indicating places worth visiting. In some areas these were completely 
absent. It was also found that the large number of empty shops created a 
negative impression. Tourists were unable to find their way to the tourist 
bureau. In the local caravan park there was a need for more electricity power 
points and water. More picnic places could be provided in the vicinity of the 
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town’s mountain routes as well as along the Bluegumspoort road, the Vivo 
road and the Witvlag road. More cost effective overnight accommodation, such 
as chalets, condoles or rooms, was in demand. It was stated that tourists did not 
necessarily always want to stay at hotels or motels. 83 Some of the favourable 
comments by tourists included observations that the tourists liked the area and 
the would be keen on visiting it again. Louis Trichardt was singled out by one 
tourist as the nicest of its kind between the Soutpansberg and Uvongo. The 
cleanliness of the town’s streets was praised. 84 

In September 1987 the Council requested the District Development Association 
to form a Tourism Promotion Committee. The committee was to have the task 
of promoting tourism in Louis Trichardt and the Soutpansberg region as a 
whole. 85 It was possible for local residents in the 1980’s to combine 
conservation and tourist activities. As a result of the fact that the town was 
situated in such close proximity to hiking trials, local residents were able to 
frequently make use of the local facilities to go out hiking. 86 The Soutpansberg 
branch of the South African Dendrological Society was active, taking 
excursions 87 as far afield as Phalaborwa to inspect the local dendrological 
variety. 88 In 1988 an Outdoor Adventure Club was started for the youth, north 
of Pietersburg, in the age category standard six to matric. The club was started 
under the auspices of the Wildlife Society and Mr. Peter Mcnne, took the local 
initiative m the programme. 

In April 1989 Mr. Fanie Schoeman, Director of the Regional Development 
Advisory Committee in Region G, visited Louis Trichardt and stressed the need 
for tourist development in the Soutpansberg region. He indicated there was no 
reason why the airport at Thohoyandou could not be used to fly in tourists to 
Soutpansberg. As a result of the favourable exchange rate South Africa in 1988 
had 14 per cent more tourists from overseas, Mr. Schoeman said it was 
essential that Northern Transvaal got its fair share from this lucrative market. 90 
The same sentiments were echoed later in the year when the new Administrator 
of Transvaal, Mr. Danie Hough visited Louis Trichardt. 91 

Municipal development 

In many areas Louis Trichardt during the 1980's was no longer a small town. 
The growth and specialisation in services rendered by the municipality testified 
to this development. Since the early years in the history of the town, fire 
fighting services were always provided, but on a very low key. As a result of 
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Louis Trichardt’s locality in a forestry region, it only made sense, when in the 
early I980’s steps were taken by the Council to improve the emergency fire 
fighting services. Funds were made available for equipment and the training of 
part lime fire fighting staff. The new arrangements made provision for teams of 
up to seven fire fighter performing services in times of emergencies. 92 By the 
end of 1989 the Ambulance Service of Louis Trichardt had a staff contingent of 
seven fulltime people, five ambulances and one rescue vehicle. Between July 
1988 and 20 September 1989 the service covered a total of 106 858 kilometres 
in the service of the community. 93 

The development of the emergency services section of the local authority, 
proved to be a timely trend. On 3 and 4 October 1989 the regional economy of 
the Soutpansberg experienced a considerable setback when an estimated 8 000 
hectares of forest land along the mountain was destroyed by a fire which 
apparently started as a result of some bush clearing activities in Venda. On the 
farm of Mr. Rob Milton a total of 270 hectares of pine forest was destroyed. 
The trees which were to be harvested in the near future were estimated to be 
worth R2,8 million. 9 ' 1 A total of 2 300 hectares of the State forests on the 
Entabeni Estate were affected by the fire. The local state saw mills were 
insufficient to take care of all the timber that had to be sawed after the disaster. 
Consequently a number of other saw mills in the Northern Transvaal were 
contracted to help in the process of disposing of the wood in the most effective 
manner. 95 

Also in other areas the local authority proved that it was working in the interest 
of the town’s residents. In 1989 the Council was praised for the efficient 
manner in which it administrated its finances. Mr. Jack Botes, Chairman of the 
Regional Services Council, had the highest praise for the financial pundits of 
the Municipality who were able to introduce a budget which made provision 
for a mere 2 per cent increase in the electricity tariffs and property rates at an 
increased rate of only 3 cents in the rand. 96 

In October 1989 the Traffic Department took the new Trovello TRS1 speed 
reading machine into use. The machine considered to be the most accurate of 
its kind was acquired by the Council in order to reduce speed transgressions in 
the municipal area of Louis Trichardt. 97 

Housing 

The Bantu Administration Board of Northern Transvaal in 1981 let it be known 
that during the financial year it had incurred housing losses of at least R200 
000 as a result of the fact that Black tenants of houses did not pay for their 
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accommodation. In view of this situation, as well as the inflationary conditions, 
it was decided that monthly tariffs would be increased by between 50 cents and 
R2. 98 The Council did not have any responsibilities as far as housing was 
concerned, but it did have Black workers in its employment who evidently 
were to be paid more money. 

The idiosyncracy of apartheid was still alive and well in 1981 when a survey, 
conducted in Tshikota, brought to light that there were about 80 Coloureds 
resident in the township. The officials deemed it fit - at the recommendation of 
other officials in Pietersburg - to recommend to the Council that people who 
were not related to the local Buys community, could be relocated to 
Pietersburg's Coloured township." 

By 1989 the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer took the initiative of 
visiting Messina and finding out from the local Council how they went about 
planning and developing the Black township of Nancefield. This followed in 
the wake of a trend in which large numbers of Blacks were drifting into Louis 
Trichardt. They were finding accommodation in the white part of the town, at 
industries and even tended to squat on plots around the town. 100 The mass 
inflow of these people was ascribed to the rapidly deteriorating transport 
service. The deputation of the Sakekamer was told by Clr. J. Mashabathaka, the 
Mayor of Nancefield, that the system had many advantages for the residents of 
the township. 101 When Clr. Brink Schlessinger and Dr. Piet Venter called on 
the Management Committee to consider developing Tshikota, it was turned 
down. According to Clr. Louis Holtzhausen it was problematic. Many residents 
of Tshikota had earlier been relocated to Waterval and Vleifontein. If the 
township had to be redeveloped it would have been unfair to former residents 
of the township. 102 

As the Council declined to take active steps towards upgrading Tshikota, the 
Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer made a political issue of the matter by 
directly starting with negotiations with the Transvaal Provincial 
Administration’s Department of Community Development. In negotiations it 
was accepted that no direct costs would be incurred by the ratepayers of Louis 
Trichardt. No pressure would be asserted on the local authority to take charge 
of the area. The ostensible aim was, according to the Sakekamer, to create 
conditions in Tshikota that would prevent the White areas of Louis Trichardt 
from being flooded by Black people. It was also understood that steps would be 
taken to improve the existing public transport system. 103 The matter was soon 
set right when it was announced in the press that the Sakekamer was not of the 
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intention to implement the program. The matter was only brought up after 
consultation with other institutions and concerned parties."” 

However behind the scenes negotiations had been taking place since October 
with members of the Tshikota Advisory Committee, which had representatives 
in Johannesburg. 105 The Regional Services Council indicated that it was 
prepared to participate in the development of Tshikota. The proviso was that it 
had to be in line with the policies of the government. 106 

As far as white housing was concerned the market tended to go in a slight 
decline as a result of the increased interest rates. This did not prevent property 
sales transaction in town to continue unabated. The White population of the 
town was estimated in mid-1989 to be at more than 8 700 people. 107 

Culture 

In terms of cultural development there were also healthy signs of progress. The 
negative side to development was perhaps the final closure of the Louis 
Trichardt cinema on 1 December 1981 which at the time belonged to Mr. 
Norman Pretorius, 108 The most dynamic activities were in the area of heritage 
conservation. Already in 1979 there were indications of external support for a 
museum project related to the old Voortrekker town of Schoemansdal. On 
occasion Clr. P.C.J. Spoelstra told the Management Committee that the TPA 
was aware of the fact that Schoemansdal was the only site of a Voortrekker 
town in Transvaal which could be subjected to restoration. 109 In March 1980 
tire Administrator of the Transvaal personally wrote the Council informing 
them that the TPA was giving attention to the restoration of Schoemansdal. 110 
By 1981 the TPA was temporarily unable to make funds available for 
developments. 111 Again, when external support dried up, a local initiative was 
introduced. 

On 24 October 1985 a special fundraising campaign was launched to collect 
money for the development of the Schoemansdal site. At a special function 
held at the Ferdie Beyers Hall the Directorate of Library Services, Clr Daan 
Nel, on behalf of the Town Council, the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer 
and the Republiekfeeskomitee, made donations. 112 In 1986, on the occasion of 
a visit to Schoemansdal, the Sakekamer collected R2 010 amongst its members 
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as a donation to the Schoemansdal Museum." 3 As this project started gaining 
momentum, external support increased. The Department of Defence’s 
Intelligence Department, Ethnology Division started doing research in 
Schoemansdal in December 1984. They were allocated one hectare for research 
purposes. By 1986 Lt. Sidney M. Miller and Mr. Maurits Naudd were busy 
with surveys in the region." 4 Academic support from outside also soon came. 
In April 1986 a group of students of the Department of Archaeology at the 
University of Pretoria were active in excavations at Schoemansdal." 5 
By 1989 considerable progress had been made at the project, A pioneer 
settlement had been developed by the museum staff. This settlement was 
representative of the type of pioneer housing in the Soutpansberg during the 
1840's." 6 The development marked a breakthrough in terms of the concept of 
the ‘living museum’ - a trend in contemporary museum technology which was 
popular in the United States of America and Europe. 

Rock art also started making some headway. More and more tourists were 
beginning to visit the Soutpansberg to see what the region had to offer. It also 
attracted the experts. In September 1989 Mr. Vittorio Vaccaro, a rock art expert 
of the Sun Rock Art Association in Johannesburg, visited Soutpansberg. In 
conjunction with staff of the Schoemansdal Museum he started a survey of rock 
art sites, of which at the time basically six were known to local 
museumologists. 117 

The museum, by the end of the decade represented in many respects the 
nucleus of cultural activities in town and district. In October 1989 the 
Soutpansbergse Kultuurhistoriese Vereniging presented a special weekend 
program at the Schoemansdal museum site. According to Mr. Lionel Hartman, 
Chairman of the Association, the event was intended to bring families together 
and promote the cultural history of the region." 8 

In November 1985 an old tradition of the town and district was revived - New 
Years’ Festival on Sandfontein. On New Year’s Day, 1986, large numbers of 
people attended the picnic event which was supported by the Berg 
Boerevereniging." 9 The spirit of reviving the good old days brought joy to 
many people. 120 

In February 1985 the Louis Trichardt branch of the Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) was established. The chairman was Mr. Kobus 
Odendaai. Other members were Ms. Gertie Lottering (Treasurer), Ms. Bettie 
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Noakes (Secretary), and Mertel Odcndaal (assistant secretary). 121 In May 1985 
the Town Council gave the SPCA a piece of land of two hectares, bordering on 
the main road to Pietersburg. 122 This was to be developed in a comprehensive 
complex suitable for accommodating the town and district’s animals in need of 
help. 

The town’s MOTH shellhole, Turbi Hill, started the decade on a low point. In 
January 1981 the Council notified the MOTHS they should either go ahead 
with the development of the land close to the golf course that had been granted 
to them, or the land would revert back to the Council, who would pay R1 
000.00 for the land. Another alternative the MOTHS could resort to was to 
auction the land and then sell it off. The problem was that substantial costs 
would be incurred in developing the plot of land and having it zoned as a 
residential area. 123 

However by mid decade the town’s war veterans were once again performing 
the service of keeping the community aware of the sacrifices made by soldiers 
in times gone by. In April 1986 Mr. Tommy Deacon, a local Moth, was 
selected to attend the official opening of the First World War Memorial of 
Delville Wood where a museum was to be opened on 14 July 1986. 124 In 1988 
funds donated by local Moth, Willem van den Berg, enabled the shellhole to 
add more accommodation on to its Peacehaven Flat Complex. 125 
By 1989 the farm Rochdale in the Waterpoort area, which belonged to Mr. Peet 
Uys, was one of the favourite places of MOTHS from all over the Transvaal. 
The events which were intended, not only for local, but also war veterans from 
elsewhere, consisted of discussions on matters of the day which were 
considered as being of importance by the authorities. 126 
The Soulpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer which gained substantial 
momentum in the period after 1975, by the beginning of the 1980's acted as an 
important cultural institution to stimulate community interaction. Apart from 
comprehensive cross-cultural contact, they made substantial donations to 
charity. 127 

Despite the political divisions in the community, there were promising signs of 
co-operation amongst Afrikaners in Louis Trichardt during the latter part of the 
1980’s. The most outstanding manifestation of this was the 150 th celebrations 
of the Great Trek. In November 1987 steps were taken for the commemoration 
of the Great Trek festivities, celebrating one and a half centuries after the event. 
The initiative was taken by the Mayor, Clr. Daan Nel to get all local 
organisations together in participating in a program to celebrate the event. For 
the Mayor it was important, because the town was named after one of the first 


121 . ANON., "DBV tak word gesbg" in Zoutpansberger, 1985.02.15, p. 2. 

122 . ANON., ‘TJit die raadsaal: DBV kry grond" in Zoutpansberger, 1985.05.10, p, 3. 

123 MALT, Vergaderings gchou gedureude Jan.-Feb. 1981, VL, p. BK81/04. BK1981/01.08. 
Aanbeveling 1371. Item 5.1.313. 

124 . ANON., “Bcsondcrc ccr aon Tommy” in Zoutpansberger, 1986.04.04, p. 10. 

125 . ANON., "He left more than a piece of land” in Zoutpansberger, 1989.06.02, p. 6. 

126 . ANON., “Mothnaweek reuse sukscs" in Zoutpansberger, 1989.02.24, p. 14. 

127 SAS, Voorsittersvcrslag 1987/8, P.B, Schlessinger. 




In 1988 descendants of the Buys community, the Voortrekker Louis 
Tregardt, the Venda community and the Shanganes commemorated the 
150 lh centenary of the Great Trek by symbolically getting together and 
takings hands at the foot of the Soutpansberg. 


Source: Mr. P.F. Botha 
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Voortrekkers, Furthermore the remains of what once used to be a Voortrekker 
town was situated close to Louis Trichardt. 128 

The chairman of the action was Mr. Pieter F. Botha, his deputy was Ds. Z. 
Robberts. Ms. Karen Swart was the secretary and Mr. Willie Ludick was the 
treasurer. Mr. Apie Verreyne, an old resident and former councillor of Louis 
Trichardt, was the additional member on the management. 129 The committee 
clearly aspired to be above party politics. 

The Great Trek celebrations of 1988 were a highpoint in the social life of the 
town. The local branch of the SA Vrouefederasasie had a miniature bust made 
of Louis Tregardt made by the well known sculptor, Phil Minnaar. 130 The 
military groupings in Louis Trichardt participated in the festivities. The speaker 
at the annual Geloftefees activities was Mr. P.H.C. de Vaal. 131 Members of the 
Louis Trichardt Genootskap of Pretoria, travelled to Louis Trichardt to 
participate in the Great Trek festivities. 132 

An interesting phenomenon was that the festival to commemorate the 150 th 
birthday of the Great Trek were not along political lines. The Fedcrasie van 
Afrikaanse Kultuurorganisasies (FAK), along with the Volkswag's Groot Trek 
150 and the Voortrekker Movement as well as the local Volkspelelaers, 
participated in the planning for the function. 133 The Volkswag had a large 
gathering at Schoemansdal where the keynote address was presented by Prof. 
P.G. Nel. 134 

The Great Trek festivities of the town culminated on 15 October 1988. 
Representatives of the Venda royal family, the Buys community, descendants 
of Louis Tregardt, and some of the old residents in the region gathered under 
the guidance of Mr. Pieter F. Botha, 135 on the farm Outlook of Mrs. Gerty 
Oldreive. In a symbolic gesture the people all took hands and commemorated 
the Great Trek as an event of 150 years before, which set in motion a process 
of substantial change also in the Soutpansberg. 136 In the same period the 
Albasini Centenary was also celebrated. Members of the Albasini family along 
with representatives of the Shangane community, inter alia Prof. H.W.E. 
Ntsanwisi, attended at the Albasini graves (Albasini Dam) where a plaque to 
tile Portuguese pioneer was unveiled. 137 
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The local schools still remained one of the cornerstones of promoting cultural 
activities in town. In 1989 the Louis Trichardtse Hoerskool drama group was 
amongst the top ten schools in South Africa. The group under Mrs. Nellie 
Wolraarans, reached the semi-finals in the national competition, presented by 
the Afrikaanse Taal en Kultuurvereniging (ATKV). 138 

Defence 

South Africa's bush war featured prominently in the day to day activities of the 
community of Louis Trichardt and the Soutpansberg. Many local boys, after 
the completion of their high school education, reported for the compulsory 
training as part of the government’s intensified policy of militarisation. 
Soutpansberg was also a strategic region which bordered on Botswana, 
Zimbabwe and Mozambique. By the 1980's South Africa’s relations with these 
states were hardly anything more than cordial. It was also known that many 
freedom fighters of the South African liberation groups were making use of 
these countries to infiltrate the country. Consequently a high South African 
military presence was the order of the day in the Soutpansberg. 

In Louis Trichardt civilian support for military service had a long and 
honourable history since the 1950’s when die Defence Force’s commando 
system was put into place. As the border war continued the local community 
tended to integrate civilian activities more comprehensively with the culture of 
military preparedness. In July 1980 die Council approved of a resolve of the 
Management Committee that die freedom of the town be granted to the 
Regiment Christiaan Beyers and the Soutpansberg Commando. 139 On Saturday 
16 May 1981, on the occasion of a special Council meeting that was held in the 
Ferdie Beyers Hall the freedom of the town was granted to Soutpansberg 
Commando. Speaking at the ceremony, Clr. Beyers van Rensburg said that the 
gesture was one of thanks to the commando for having supported the town for 
so many years. The town could not afford to neglect its commando, he said. 140 
By the mid-1980’s the growth in the defence industry was a boon to Louis 
Trichardt. In February 1982, Mr. Fanie Botha, the MP for Soutpansberg, 
announced at a meeting of the Soutpansberg District Development Association 
that a start would be made in 1983 to the construction of a new tactical air force 
base. 141 Military activities, particularly in the case of Louis Trichardt, thus 
became an intricate part of economic development in a wide variety of social 
and economic areas. 

In 1984 the Defence Force established its Far North Command in 
Pietcrsburg. 142 One of its commanders, Major-General George Meiring, who 
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assumed responsibilities in May 1987, 143 was later to become the South African 
Defence Force Chief. The decentralisation of the defence command, created a 
platform for the integration of the society in the Northern Transvaal as a whole. 
In 1986 grants of R500 per month were made to certain families identified as 
part of the operational area in Soutpansberg. These grants were considered 
essential to ensure safety and security and were supportive in assisting needy 
people who could as a result of the prevailing drought conditions not survive 
otherwise in their farming activities. The grants were gradually phased out as 
from 1989. 144 

The protection of the northern border also had a negative side in terms of 
damage to the natural environment. During 1982 and 1992 a chemical weed 
killer was sprayed on the banks of the Limpopo River in order to promote the 
growth of sisal plants which were considered to be an effective device to 
prevent people from crossing the border to South Africa. 145 
On the other hand the militarisation of the Far Northern Transvaal had a 
marked influence on development. The defence of the northern border had a far 
more direct impact on the town. The Air Force Base, considered as the best of 
its kind in the Southern Hemisphere, created employment opportunities for 
local residents. It also brought a number of highly skilled people to the 
Soutpansberg. It was officially opened on 14 October 1987 by General Magnus 
Malan, the Minister of Defence. 146 At the end of 1987 Major General A.J. van 
dcr Lith told the District Development Association that the reason for the 
development of the local air force base revolved around a number of factors. 
As a result of the developments in the ten years preceding 1987 throughout 
Africa, it was necessary for the South African Air Force to revise its master 
plan for the deployment of forces. Along with the other sectors of the Defence 
Force the Air Force had to protect the country's borders from invasions outside 
threats. In this respect the Air Force had the job to secure the sovereignty of the 
air space of the country. 147 

On 6 August 1988 the Soutpansberg Commando committed their colours to 
General Magnus Malan at a special ceremony that was held in the town. The 
officer commanding was Comdt. A.R.A.H. Ahrens. 148 In October 1989 the 
Soutpansberg Commando incorporated its first Coloured members from the 
community of Buysdorp. Over the period of a week 30 members of this 300- 
strong community received training in a variety of skills required for active 
service in the commando. 149 
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Conservation 

Amid the rapid progress taking place in Louis Trichardt and along the 
Soutpansberg as a whole, there were mixed results in efforts to promote 
conservation. The concept of a bird sanctuary that was initiated by the Round 
Table in the latter part of the 1970’s was altered in the course of 1981. The 
Kuter Dam was in the process of drying up as a result of the drought. The 
Management Committee dien decided that provision should be made for a 
small game sanctuary in the area adjacent to the National Road. 150 In the 
course of the decade this project made substantial progress. 

To what extent nature conservation could be pursued in a meaningful manner 
was open to speculation. In October 1985, Mr. Buck Mafela(40) was sentenced 
to 18 months imprisonment for setting 22 wire traps on the farm Matamba 
Ranch in the Waterpoort area. He admitted to on occasion already having 
caught a kudu and water buck in a snare trap. 151 

The problems experienced in finding a balance between wildlife conservation 
and restoring the natural state of the environment on the one hand and farming 
operations on the other hand, was apparent in 1986 when it was reported that a 
brown spotted hyena - presumably from Ben Lavin Nature Reserve - had 
attacked the cattle of Mr. Johan Naude of Melkhoutkoppies. The hyena 
apparently attacked a Brahman calve and ate away a hind quarter of the animal. 
It was also reported that the hyena apparently had attacked water buck. 152 
According to Neville Reinhardt, a spokesperson for the Ben Lavin Reserve a 
number of hyena had been released earlier on in the reserve. They were 
apparently shot out. 153 Shortly afterwards the hyenas also attacked and killed a 
number of pigs on the farm Palmietfontein, belonging to Mr. Danie Louw. In 
the press it was speculated that the hyenas which had been released in the 
nature reserve some two years earlier, had not been shdi out They were still 
running free - outside the reserve. 151 

According to Mr. Peter Menne, of the management Committee of Ben Lavin, 
in 1982 two brown hyenas were obtained from the Johannesburg Zoo under the 
auspices of the Endangered Wildlife Trust. The animals were kept for three 
months before they were released. Rumours had it subsequently that one hyena 
had been killed when a bus ran it over and another was shot on a plot. Mr. 
Menne also pointed out that there were generally two types of hyena in South 
Africa. The spotted hyena was the larger. The brown hyena which was endemic 
in the Soutpansberg region, was generally considerably smaller and considered 
unable to be able to attack livestock. 155 
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In March 1986 an expert in nature conservation and specifically problem 
animals investigated the matter and found that the animal on Mr. Louw’s farm 
might have been a leopard. 156 On the farm Auf der Hart of Mr. Henk 
Holthauzen, adjacent to the Bloubcrg Nature Reserve, an elderly lion, at the 
start of 1986 was responsible for the cattle losses suffered. 157 It is interesting to 
note how differently people responded to wildlife and the problems they tended 
to create for the humans settlers. In August 1985 a lion was causing problems 
on the farm Bangor in the Sand River belonging to Mr. Tony Maggs. The local 
residents decided that the lion would not be killed. Instead they merely took 
measures aimed resettling him in another location. 158 

There were also success stories in the conservation history of the town and 
countryside. In May 1985 a number of ostriches and gemsbok were added to 
the wildlife population on Ben Lavin. 155 Shortly afterwards 15 buffalo were 
rescued by members of the Defence Force after they had been caught in a 
narrow area of security fencing along the border between Venda and 
Zimbabwe. 1611 In the process of the establishment of the Louis Tricbardt air 
force base, an active policy of nature conservation was pursued. 161 Forestry 
officials set the pace. In 1986 the Forestry Branch of the Department of 
Environmental Affairs started with a conservation project for the Crowned 
Eagles, which started making nests in Eucalyptus trees. In the Soutpansbcrg 
these birds of prey had all started making their nests in the trees. In the 
Northern Transvaal forestry officials and conservationists established an 
information centre for the birds. 167 In 1987 an area of 470 hectares on Berlin 
State Forest were set aside for the protection of a blue swallow habitat. The 
blue swallows which annually migrate to the Soutpansberg from Central Africa 
required the grasslands below the mountain, in the mist belts, of Transvaal, 
Natal and Swaziland for breeding purposes. 163 

In July 1987 municipal officials and the Louis Trichardt High School stepped 
in to protect a lane of trees in Ruhs and Anderson Streets, which had been 
planted by pupils of the school in 1946. The trees were dying as a result of a 
lack of water. The trees had grown so large over a period of more than forty 
years that their natural catchment area, which had been covered by tar, was 
unable to provide the necessary moisture. The matter was exacerbated by the 
fact that there was a long term drought at the time which had not yet been 
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broken properly. It was then decided that small “dams” would be made around 
each of the trees in order to secure that they got the necessary water. 164 
In March 1986 the District Development Association took the initiative in the 
development of the Western Soutpansbcrg Conservation area. Its major 
objective was to promote the area along the mountain, to the west of Louis 
Trichardt, as a conservancy and region for tourist related activities. 165 By 1988 
the concept had made substantial progress. It was strongly propagated by Mr. 
Peter Coombes, chairman of (lie Conservation Committee of the Soutpansberg 
Development Association. 166 

In 1989 the Air Force Base Louis Trichardt won the coveted Nature 
Conservation Trophy of the South African Defence Force. The trophy was 
handed over to the commander of the base, Col. D. Kirkland by Mr. W.N. 
Breytenbach, the deputy Minister of Defence on 16 October. 167 

Sports 

In 1981 the Council was made aware of the deteriorating state of affairs of the 
Louis Trichardt Sports complex on the eastern side of the town. Consequently 
in July 1981 the Council once again took control and decided that it would 
once again start negotiations with the different sports clubs. Improvements 
would be made to improve the facilities. The first phase of the improvements 
was to cost the Council R20 400.00. 168 

In 1989 the Town Council approved an amount of R150 000 for the 
construction of a swimming pool in Eltivillas. The Indian Management 
Committee of the township was responsible for the administration of the 
pool. 169 

By 1989 the new regional dispensation was also siphoning through to sports 
activities. In January Louis Trichardt’s Road Runners Athletics Club disbanded 
itself and formed the Soutpansberg Athletics Club with the objective of 
attracting the membership of athletes in Messina, Tshipise as well as Louis 
Trichardt. 170 

In October 1989 Mr. Koos Theunissen received his Springbok Colours in 
fishing in the division for light equipment. 171 

Education 

By 1989 Louis Trichardt had four nursery and day care schools, two Afrikaans 
primary schools, one Indian school and a high school. The total number of 
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children at school at the time was 2 119. 172 In January 1989 the Emmanuel 
Christian School opened its doors for the first time. By the end of the year it 
was giving classes from pre-school to standard 7. It was estimated that the 
school would be able to provide matric tuition as from 1992. Located about 
three kilometres from the town, the school had about 23 pupils by the end of 
the first year. The objective of the school was to: integrate children along non- 
racial fines; explore conservation through environmental education and to 
nurture Christian values. 173 

In February 1989 it was rumoured that the Pretoria Technikon was to open a 
branch in Pietersburg. This step was welcomed by residents of Louis Trichardt. 
It implied that young people of Louis Trichardt who wanted to undergo training 
in certain technical skills areas were closer to educational facilities than would 
otherwise have been the case. 174 

Conclusion 

As far as socio-economic developments in the Soutpansberg were concerned 
during the 1980’s there was a marked trend of sophistication. Louis Trichardt 
no longer was simply a Bushveld town which could leisurely idle in the shade 
of an impressive mountain. The residents of the town were active in 
commercial, industrial and civil service occupations. Employment figures were 
high and the average person on the street was able to make a reasonable living. 
Ultimately local politics tended to mar the potential growth of the town and 
district. The Council’s steadfast resolve to remain out of the development of 
the regional council system, prevented the local authority from acquiring much 
needed development funds. But then, the Soutpansbergcrs never were known to 
be people who followed the pack. As frontier folk they had minds of their own 
and did what they felt was to serve their interests best. Ultimately they made 
certain adjustments in their way of thinking as far as regional development was 
concerned. 

On the cultural level, the 1980’s undoubtedly were the good years when it 
came to matters of heritage and cultural conservation. A start was made with 
the development of Schoemansdal Museum. But even more important, the 
Great Trek celebrations of 1988 testified to the fact that Afrikaners of different 
political orientation could stand together and work in the interest of society, 
providing they thought the cause was deserving. 
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Chapter 14 


The political transition to a new Soutpansberg 1990-4 


At the end of 1989 the East-West divide which for almost 45 years 
ideologically polarised world politics between the capitalist democratic 
economics and the socialist planned societies of the world finally came to an 
end. What had earlier been described as the "total onslaught" and the 
“communist threat” to South African society was discarded as global politics 
tended to unfold in favour of the capitalist world order with the United States 
of America as the major protagonist in the playing field. As US foreign policy 
changed in respect of Africa the South African government was also faced with 
having to make a wide variety of adjustments. The most apparent regional 
change in Southern Africa was the preparation for the handing over of Namibia 
to majoritarian rule under the leadership of the South West African People’s 
Organisation (Swapo) under Mr. Sam Nujoma. 

Within the borders of South Africa the political changes were even more 
immense. On 2 February 1990, following a number of international 
developments and negotiations on local as well as international level State 
President F.W. de Klerk announced that the ban on formerly prohibited 
political parties would be lifted with immediate effect. Also the government 
had decided to release Mr. Nelson Mandela, a legendary leader of the African 
National Congress (ANC), who had been in prison for more than 26 years. The 
process of South Africa’s transition to a majoritarian democracy in the period 
which followed was marked by intense negotiations amongst politicians and 
community leaders on local as well as national level. 

It was a period of preparation for changes which were considered hardly 
possible or likely shortly before. Along the Soutpansberg it was marked by the 
figurative transformation of swords into ploughshares as military activities, 
related to a border war, slowly ground to a halt. Instead of making war soldiers 
were now being used in the role of keeping peace educating the community and 
helping to stem the tide of violence and crime that was rife. 1 It was above all a 
period which was marked by anomalies. For example in 1992 in the face of 
threats by students to boycotts classes - a phenomenon which was 
commonplace in the 1980’s - lecturers at the University of Venda instead 
decided to go on strike. 2 Economically Louis Trichardt, like the rest of the 
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region also came under pressure as poverty started rearing its face, particularly 
amongst members of the White community. 1 The most dynamic activities were 
evident in the political sphere. 

Louis Trichardt situated in the midst of a veritable unexplored new frontier 
situation was frequently subjected to political turmoil and friction. In the face 
of growing pressure to break down the bastions of apartheid the CP controlled 
Town Council stood Firm in its resolve to hold on the old order. On 30 January 
1990 the Management Committee refused to give in to a request by the Indian 
Management Committee for the introduction of a free trade area in the CBD of 
Louis Trichardt. This followed after Clr. Daan Nel asked for a vote on the 
matter in the Council. The proposal was then defeated by Five votes to three. 
Clr. Brink Schlessinger criticised the Management Committee of being unfair. 
Many Indian businessmen were already for many years trading in the CBD on 
the basis of the nominee system. 4 As Chairman of the Soutpansbergse 
Afrikaanse Sakekamer he established contact with the President of Venda, Mr. 
Frank Ravele, and asked for an interview, making it tacitly clear that the 
business community in Louis Trichardt were not all in favour of the decision by 
the majority of members of the Town Council. He explained: 

As businessmen of Louis Trichardt we are concerned about the 
possible adverse publicity that such a statement will have on our 
town and its people. In the past we ... established a good 
relationship with Venda in the interest of all concerned. 5 

In a press statement also Mr. S.A.H. (Solly) Noor, Chairman of the Louis 
Trichardt Indian Association, lashed out at the Council, stating that the country 
was on the verge of major changes and it was somewhat ironic that the Council, 
strident with trends elsewhere in South Africa, wanted to prevent a free trade 
area from opening up in Louis Trichardt. 6 Members of the CP told Mr. Noor to 
keep his “nose out of white affairs”. 7 While others let those in favour of a free 
trading area understand that the electorate put the members of the Council in 
power and they consequently had to respond to the wishes of the residents of 
the town. 8 

On 12 February 1990, following the news of Mr. Mandela’s release shortly 
before, chaos broke out in the neighbouring Republic of Venda. Thousands of 
Black youths stopped all traffic and forced vehicles to take them to the stadium 
of the University of Venda for a Mandela Festival. Most businesses were 
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forced to close for the day. Later calm and tranquility was restored to the 
homeland. 9 Hardly a week passed before violence erupted, this time in the 
vicinity of Elim. Roads were blocked off with storm water pipes at the Eliro 
crossing. The Sweetwaters Bottle Store was raided and goods to the value of 
R15 000 were looted. In a clash which ensued between the police and youths, 
Constable Cobus Venter was injured and his firearm stolen. Later police 
managed to recover the firearm and make three arrests. 10 

Meanwhile President Frank Ravele of Venda announced over the public 
broadcaster that his cabinet had approved in principle of the dismantling of 
apartheid and undertook to operate in harmony with recent policy statements 
made in South Africa. He also said that his government was in the process of 
preparing the way for the legalisation of the ANC. 11 By March full scale labour 
strikes were the order of the day in the Venda civil service and also the private 
sector. Anarchy prevailed as people demanded increases. Rumours of 
necklacing' 2 activities, ritual murders, and fire mongering were rife, 13 

In another incident the cars of Mr. Siddick Ahmed (51) and his family were 
damaged by shots fired at the windscreen and bodywork. 14 Five men later 
appeared in court on charges of not only firing on the vehicles of the Ahmed 
family, but also on the house of Mr. Percy Mmethi of the farm Vygeboomspruit 
about eight kilometres of Louis Trichardt. 15 

While chaos reigned, Mr. Jack Botes, Chairman of the Northern Transvaal 
Regional Services Council, in a speech to the Far North Press Club in 
Pietersburg, made a call on all parties concerned to work in the direction of a 
co-ordinated form of regional government in Region G. 16 His appeal was 
mainly aimed at politically conservative Whites in the region, who had up to 
that point steadfastly refrained from supporting any attempts at co-operating 
with the Regional Services Council. Mr. Botes explained that the demise of the 
Transvaal Provincial Administration was an institution of government that was 
sorely missed. The Regional Services Council was in a good position to see to 
the specific needs of the Far Northern Transvaal and its people. He also 
explained that the regional body would make it possible for people of colour to 
participate in the processes of decision making. 17 Increasingly the Town 
Council of Louis Trichardt, although it had marginally co-operated with the 
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Regional Services Council, found itself moving in the direction of having to 
make token gestures of being prepared to work with the regional authorities. 

Politically race relations in the Soutpansberg were in the process of 
deterioration. In a statement by the Louis Trichardt branch of the National 
Party the situation in the town and countryside was described as one of 
restlessness, not only amongst the people in Venda, but also amongst the 
Whites and Indians in Louis Trichardt. 18 They made a call on the Conservative 
Party to keep the emotions of the people at bay. Their particular concern at the 
time was a meeting that was scheduled to be held in Louis Trichardt which was 
to be addressed by Dr. A.P. Treumicht, leader of the CP. Mr. C.E. Terblanche 
of the CP responded by criticising the NP of the fact that “their" state president 
was responsible for the state of affairs. He had set the stage for white 
capitulation. The CP was not prepared to stand for it. 19 

During this period the Soutpansberg Afrikaanse Sakekamer started operating in 
an autonomous manner. In many respects it had become a government within a 
local government. As the Council was increasingly moving in the direction of 
compromising the responsibilities of a local authority. It was losing support 
from members of the local Black community. The Sakekamer - controlled by 
business interests - tended to act as a force of moderation. It started taking 
decisions which should in the first place have been taken by the Council. 20 

In Venda, meanwhile, political actions were once again the order of the day, 
The United Democratic Front (UDF) issued a statement in which they warned 
that a consumer boycott would be introduced against businesses in Louis 
Trichardt between 1 April and 1 June. It was meant to be in protest against the 
policies of the Conservative Party Council. 21 Soutpansberg Afrikaanse 
Sakekamer Chairman Brink Schlessinger then called an urgent meeting at the 
Bcrgwater Hotel in an effort to get the residents of the town together and 
discuss the state of affairs. It was maintained that the situation which was 
developing could only work to the detriment of the town. 32 Business people 
feared that the boycott could carry on until Christmas. 23 

In view of the threats being made from Black quarters, it appeared as if there 
was a sense of cohesion which started taking place amongst the White residents 
of town. Across the political divide they let it be known they would not be 
intimidated. At the public meeting it was decided that the response to the 
boycott would be a policy of “no work, no pay". All businesses affected by the 
situation, let it be known that they would act firmly. Businessmen expressed 
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grave concern over the potential consumer boycott and the estimated 10 000 
workers who would be affected, should the boycott go through. 24 Acting on 
advice from outside, the business sector decided to take a very hard stand and 
offer the boycott strong resistance. 35 

The scheduled meeting of Dr. Treumicht later in the week passed by without 
any incident. What was most apparent was that the crucible of Louis Trichardt 
was defined as being an intrinsic part of the national political arena. In his 
address to an audience of 5 500 people. Dr. Treumicht warned, if the 
government was unable to protect the interests of the Whites, the people should 
take care of themselves. 26 The confrontational mood which started manifesting 
itself was becoming contagious. Race relations in town were beginning to reach 
a low point. In an effort to address the issue. Clr. Holtzhausen, after his 
inauguration as new Mayor at the end of March 1990, stated he would follow a 
policy of “Louis Trichardt First". He said he and the Town Clerk, Mr. Hein 
Basson, would set plans in motion for talks with local industrialists and 
businessmen in an effort to promote better relations in all parts of the 
community. 27 

The following week a consumer boycott started. In talks between members of 
the Soutpansberg Afrikaanse Sakekamer and the Venda Chamber of Commerce 
and Industries (VENCOCI), it was explained that members of the United 
Democractic Front (UDF) and the Congress of South Africa Trade Unions 
(Cosatu) were behind the action. 28 The Council at the same time stepped in and 
summarily dismissed 300 Black municipal workers who did not report for duty. 
A spokesperson of the Council stated that it was likely that the workers were 
being intimidated. 29 Meanwhile a number of White residents of the town 
offered their services and started performing some of the most essential 
services performed by the striking Black workers/ 0 

On 6 April 1990 the Venda government of President Ravele resigned and 
handed over power to a Council of National Unity under the chairmanship of 
Col. Gabriel Ramushwana of the Venda Defence Force. Peace and quiet 
returned to the homeland after Ramushwana promised special steps would be 
taken to combat nepotism, corruption and unproductivity, 31 One of the first 
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measures introduced was to suspend the activities of the Allied Workers Union 
in Venda. The trade union was prohibited from holding any meetings. 32 Shortly 
afterwards the new government announced cutbacks in government spending, 
A commission of Inquiry under one Lt. Taylor, legal officer of the Venda 
Defence Force (VDF) was appointed to investigate all allegations of 
corruption. 33 In the process of its investigations the commission registered 210 
cases of alleged corruption, ranging from the illegal registration of farms in the 
name of the late President P.R. Mphephu, to allocations of land in 
contravention to the Land Control Act, promulgated in the Republic of 
Venda. 34 

On 24 April the Allied Workers’ Union called a full scale strike action in 
Venda. This was halted within a few days by Col. Ramushwana. 3S On 8 May 
the Council for National Unity held a formal meeting with the Mass 
Democratic Movement in Thohoyandou. 36 The outcome was that a vast array 
of adjustments were announced in the salaries of civil servants in Venda. 37 

The boycott of Louis Trichardt businesses came to an end on 21 May, 
following discussions between the Consumer Boycott Committee, and 
representatives of the Town Council and the Afrikaanse Sakekamer. According 
to Mr. Brink Schlessinger, the economy of the town had been hard hit by the 
boycott. Industrial development had come to a standstill and there was no 
demand in the property market. He stated that the boycott had damaged 
business confidence in the town substantially and underlined the need for co¬ 
operation and inter dependence. 38 

In the negotiations that took place the Consumer Boycott Committee let it be 
known that they wanted all public amenities in town to be opened to people of 
all races. They also demanded the redevelopment of Tshikota, according to Mr. 
M.P. Mphaphuli, General Secretary of the Northern Transvaal Co-ordinating 
Committee of the UDF. He was one of the major negotiators in the process. 39 

In an effort to restore confidence in the economy of Louis Trichardt the Mayor, 
Clr. Louis Holtzhausen took the initiative of starting talks with the town’s 
business and industrial leaders. 40 Politically a stalemate was the order of the 
day. Whilst the Council indicated it was prepared to negotiate and make certain 
adjustments, the town’s residents were by no means interested in making 
adjustments in their political affiliations. This was perhaps as a result of the 
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fact that they had been forced with their backs to the wall in the process of 
negotiations. This was evident from the results of a by-election. 

In the course of March 1990, Clr. Johan Oostliuizen of the CP resigned his seat 
as representative of Ward 1. He had sold his local business interests and was 
moving to Pretoria. 41 The CP then put up Mr. Pieter F. Botha, a local attorney, 
who had grown up in Louis Tricbardt, to contest the municipal by-election. 42 
Dr. Tertius Bergh, a local veterinary surgeon who was bom and raised in Louis 
Trichardt stood against Mr. Botha as an independent candidate. 43 In the 
subsequent by-election which took place on Saturday 19 May, Mr. Botha won 
by 150 to 53 votes. The voting percentage was low. In total only 66 per cent of 
the electorate in Ward 1 brought out their votes. 44 The White community 
appeared to be exhausted. After less than a year of intense political fighting and 
a process of tumultuous change on all fronts in society, it appeared as if 
disinterest started manifesting itself. 

The forces of violence were not exhausted. On 24 May Louis Trichardt was 
rocked by a series of explosions when a number limpet mines went off at the 
fuel depot in town, causing estimated damage to the value of RIO million. 
Further damage of R180 000 was caused to a nearby building. 45 Earlier reports 
of this nature only came from Namibia. Now it was within the borders of South 
Africa. Elsewhere in the country similar actions of violence and terror were the 
order of the day. What made the Soutpansberg region more vulnerable was that 
it was situated close to the country’s borders with Zimbabwe, Mozambique and 
Botswana. 

Behind the scenes members of the Town Council, along with the security 
forces tried to maintain law and order. The local economy slowly got back on 
to its feet and people once again started going about their daily tasks. For some 
time it appeared as if tranquillity was finally restored. Towards the end of the 
year there were once again rumblings of political actions when the Central 
Boycott Committee in Venda issued instructions that as from 26 November a 
boycott of the businesses in Louis Trichardt would be resumed. The first 
response on the side of the business community was that the proposed boycott 
was illegal in the sense that it was in contravention article 54 of the Law on 
Internal Security. 

The Central Boycott Committee responded that the Council had given scant 
attention to their demands of apartheid measures being scrapped in town. 46 The 
demands of the organisation was now that also the CBD of Louis Trichardt had 
to be declared a free trade area. The Council responded by saying plans for the 
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opening up of Tshikota were in tire process of being introduced. 47 Town Clerk, 
Mr. Hein Basson also announced that a special meeting of the Council was 
scheduled to be held on 20 November in respect of the opening up of the CBD 
as a free trade area. 48 Racism started sticking out its ugly head as threats were 
being made on the side of the residents of Louis Trichardt. They warned that 
domestic servants might be affected by the boycott action. White and Indian 
business people let it be known too that Black workers would be laid off 
without pay, for the duration of the boycott. 49 

The proposed boycott action look a nasty turn as a result of misunderstanding. 
On 22 November an official spokesperson for the Central Boycott Committee, 
notified the Council that the boycott had been called off. Leaders of the ANC 
as well as the boycott committee in private talks with business people in town, 
let it be known that they were not at all in favour of carrying on with the 
action. 50 Then on Saturday afternoon, 24 November, a group of Black Sunday 
School children of the Apostolic Faith Mission, who were on a visit to Louis 
Trichardt, and were waiting at the Civic Centre in town for transport, were 
attacked by between 30 and 40 White men, armed with shambucks (whips). 
The men, not oniy attacked the children, but also a number of Black workers 
who had been waiting for bus transport at the local bus termini. 51 Overnight the 
event was headline news as information made its way into television, radio and 
newspaper reports. Members of the South African and overseas media arrived, 
as if from nowhere, and the ugly side of the process of change was blatantly 
highlighted in Louis Trichardt. In May 1991 the case against 14 of the accused, 
Messrs. L.C. Beyers (31), B. Jordaan (24), G. Scullard (38), W. Schaap (31), C. 
Wolvaardt (45), G. van der Linde (25), B. Terblanche (48), S. Jacobs (40), J. 
Beyers, P. Terblanche (43), A. Pretorius (20), J. Nagel (23), I. Terblanche (20), 
and J.F. Kruger (27) was started. 52 It was re-opened in October 1991 and the 
following year the guilty persons were sentenced to prison sentences. 53 

The Mayor, Clr. Louis Holtzhausen, criticised the actions stating that the 
Council could not associate itself with protests. Neither could it do so in respect 
of violence. Mr. Brink Schlessinger, Chairman of the Soutpansbergse 
Afrikaanse Sakekamer, said there was no excuse for the use of violence in 
order to address frustrations. Amongst religious leaders there was also a strong 
response against what had transpired. 54 Afrikaans academic, Prof. Fanie Olivier 
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of the University of Venda, summarised the situation which came about as the 
culmination of months of talking about “Boerekrag” and “White exclusivity”. It 
created, according to him, an atmosphere which was conducive to a show of 
force in which children could be attacked. 55 

As widespread rumours tended to confuse a concerted campaign of boycott, 
there were diverse activities in the Black community, aimed at preparing 
themselves for a long period of protest. Mr. Peter Dunckley, a member of the 
ANC, was reported as saying that “until such time as racism is removed from 
Louis Trichardt’s everyday life, ...actions such as the boycott” was justified. 5 '’ 
In this climate racism started to escalate. The Council offered to make 
concessions to business and industries, if and when they were affected by the 
boycott actions, 57 Some of the businesses in town started laying off workers. 
Black consumers were also subjected to paying exorbitant prices for 
groceries. 58 

Whilst the rest of the country was preparing itself for a process of negotiations, 
people in Louis Trichardt were bracing themselves for economic warfare in 
which there could be no apparent winners. In February 1991 some 360 workers 
went on strike at the Zoutpansberg Milling Company. The Food and Allied 
Workers Union claimed that 89 of its workers had been laid off at the end of 

1990 on the grounds that retrenchments were necessary. By December the 
company had however started re-employing people. 59 Strikes were also the 
order of the day at the Louis Trichardt railway station. 60 By the end of October 

1991 large scale labour action under the directives of the Civic Association, 
ANC, PAC and ANC Youth League, was the order of the day in Messina. 61 In 
November there were reports of an all White labour union which was to be 
started up in the Far Northern Transvaal. The SA Yster en Staal en Verwante 
Nywerhede Unie wanted to act as an alternative and in opposition to the 
activities of Cosatu, according to the organisers. 62 Labour unrest had come to 
stay. 

In March 1991 the Council was informed by Mr. Amie Venter, the Minister for 
Local Management, that the town’s public facilities had to be opened to people 
of all races. This instruction was in line with legislation passed earlier by 
Parliament. 63 He was responding to a letter written to his department in June 
1990, in which the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer explained that the 
members had no objection to the opening of the CBD as a free trade area. On 
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behalf of the chamber, the chairman, Mr. P.B. Schlessinger asked the Minister 
to declare the area, as soon as possible, as a free trade area. 54 

Meanwhile the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer announced it would 
launch a full scale programme aimed at properly marketing the town, after a 
recommendation in this respect had been made by Mr. Johan du Plessis 65 One 
of the initiatives was to get local businessmen to make a monthly donation of 
R50 for twelve months. The target was to get 250 business people in on the 
project which had the objective of bringing in R150 000. The businessman 
would then approach the Council to sponsor the project on a rand for rand 
basis. According to one of the planners, Mr. Len Lemmer, the business 
community would then go out of its way to attract more business to the town. 
Many shops, he said, were standing vacant as a result of the lack of growth. 
The Sakekamer had also meanwhile established contact with a firm of market 
researchers. The objective was to have a well structured advertising campaign 
launched for the benefit of the town. 66 The initiative met with a positive 
response from the business people in town. 67 Also on the side of the Indian 
community there were efforts to try and resolve some of the latent disputes and 
depressive developments in the community. In May 1991 Mr. Leon Louw, the 
head of the Freemarket Foundation and author of several books, at the 
invitation of local businessman, Mr. Solly Noor, presented a talk on his 
perceptions of the new South Africa. 68 

At the end of May 1991 the Council agreed also to come in on the marketing 
project of the Sakekamer. 69 The project officially got underway in September 
1991. 70 In January 1992 it was reported that the marketing project had been 
successful. Local businessmen in 90 per cent of cases reported they had 
experienced exceptional sales during December. 71 Later the Council decided to 
withdraw from the project and instead use R60 000 for the publication of a 
tourism publication. The Sakekamer decided to carry on with the plan by using 
its own funds. 72 

Towards the end of 1991 Clr. A.J. du Preez, the representative for Ward 6 
resigned and a by-election had to be held. 7 ' 1 The candidates in the contest which 
was scheduled to be determined on 6 March 1992, were Messrs. Gert 
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Oosthuizen and Schallie van Schalkwyk. Both Oosthuizen and Van Sehalkwyk 
were local businessmen. Oosthuizen was the candidate of the CP. He was the 
founder of Venda Brickworks 74 Van Schalkwyk who put himself up as an 
independent candidate, was a prominent businessman. In the community 
activities he was chairman of the Show Committee and served on the SA 
Chamber of Commerce as the Far Northern Transvaal representative for the 
motor industry. 75 CP supporters were of the opinion that Mr. Van Schalkwyk 
was in fact a candidate who had been put up by the NP. 76 

The way in which the candidates saw the election is interesting. Mr. 
Oosthuizen saw in it a watershed which was similar to the Potchcfstroom by- 
election which had shortly before been contested. Mr. Van Schalkwyk, on the 
other hand, maintained that political statements and decisions in the past 
negatively affected the business people. The situation led to conditions of 
unemployment in Louis Tricbardt. He was of the opinion that only economic 
stability could ensure progress. 77 

The by-election was won by Mr. Van Schalkwyk. In a 59,7 per cent of the total 
electorate poll 138 voters voted for Van Schalkwyk and 111 for Oosthuizen. In 
the previous election the CP won the seat by 180 votes to 85. For observers, the 
indications were that the electorate of the town were in the process of moving 
away from CP politics. 78 

In February 1992 the Government announced that a referendum would be held 
throughout South Africa in order to determine if the electorate was in favour of 
the transition to a new constitutional dispensation. In Soutpansberg the Venda 
government indicated it was in favour of the “yes” vote. The CP in 
Soutpansberg let it be known that they were prepared to participate in the 
referendum although it was announced at such short notice. According to CP 
Chairman, Mr. C.E. Terblanche the Whites could not contemplate voting yes 
against the backdrop of the prevailing destructive financial chaos and 
unemployment prevailing in the country. 79 

Overall the White South African electorate in March 1992’s referendum 
indicated they were in favour of a new dispensation. 80 The Northern Transvaal 
was the only region in the whole of South Africa which had a majority of 
voters who indicated they were not interested in a new constitutional 
dispensation. In the Soutpansberg constituency the indications were that the 
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majority of the voters now voted in favour of a transition. 81 Perhaps the 
political exhaustion of the period after 1989, had influenced the 
Soutpansbergers in their new resolve of going with the stream. 

The transition to a multi-racial democracy only really started making itself felt 
in August 1992 when the African National Congress (ANC) gave the go ahead 
for a countrywide mass action campaign. In Louis Trichardt on 5 August a 
group of protestors of between 500 and 600 people marched through the streets 
of the town and handed over a petition to the Mayor, Clr. Johan Moolman at 
the Civic Centre. In the petition, apart from a number of smaller issues, the 
ANC demanded that there had to come an end to the “baasskap mentality” and 
discrimination. They also wanted drought assistance to be paid out to Black 
farmers and farm workers also had to receive some assistance from the 
government. According to the media the ANC, along with the South African 
Communist Party (SACP) and Cosatu intended to launch more mass action 
campaigns in the near future. In the same period a similar mass action protest 
was launched in Messina. 82 

This was followed by an indirect response in October when a group of people, 
reportedly with strong right wing links, rode on horseback through the streets 
of Louis Trichardt with the South African flag and the Transvaal Vierkleur 
unfurled. At the Civic Centre they handed a memorandum of grievances to the 
Council. The group inter alia let it be known that they were dissatisfied with 
the hawkers, taxis and the dirty conditions prevailing in Louis Trichardt. 83 

Politics also started affecting the operations of regional organisations. In 
August 1992 the Council decided that it would remain part of the Transvaal 
Municipal Association (TMA). Earlier in the year the government had made an 
appeal to all local authorities in Transvaal to join up instead with the Transvaal 
Local Government Association, which was a non-political organisation which 
aimed at incorporating local authorities across the racial divide into one body. 
Louis Trichardt’s CP controlled Council, decided that it would remain a 
member of the TMA instead. 94 Later in the year, the Indian Management 
Committee chairman, Mr. Amy Chaya, was elected to the executive of the 
TLGA which was formed in Pietersburg, for the Northern Transvaal. 85 

Following the assassination of the South African Communist Party (SACP) 
leader Chris Hani on Saturday 10 April 1993 a mass gathering was held in 
Louis Trichardt on 14 April. There were scattered incidents of stone throwing. 
At Matoks youths threw stones tones at vehicles and a number of vehicle tyres 
were set alight. Later in the day about 500 people attended a meeting in Louis 


81. S. VAN DER WALT, “Vcrre-Noord was nee-stem se Jonty” in Becld, 1992,03.19, p. 4. 

82. ANON., “Massa-aksic: Honderde betoog” in Zoutpansberger, 1992.08.07, p. 1. 

83 . ANON., "Optog teen optogte" in Zoutpansberger, 1992.10.16, p. 3. 

84 . ANON., "Raad bly by TMV” in Zoutpansberger, 1992.08.28, p. 1. 

85 . ANON., 'TRAPREV - Noord gestig” in Zoutpansberger, 1992.10.30, p. 8. 



293 


Trichardt adjacent to the OK Shopping complex where a number of speeches 
were held by members of the ANC and Cosatu. 86 

In an editorial column the Zoitlpansberger asked the question whether Louis 
Trichardt had the necessary social structures which could address potential 
areas of conflict. It was pointed out that the death of the SACP leader created a 
potential powder keg of conflict it was necessary for a conflict resolution 
committee function. Shortly afterwards a community advice forum was 
started with the aid of the local police. 88 The forum was further developed and 
by the end of September 1993 the town’s Civil Defence Unit co-operated with 
the police and residents of the town in the forum. The chairman of the forum 
was Mr. Koos Kemp, chief of the Civil Defence of Louis Trichardt. 89 The idea 
of reconciliation was gaining momentum on many levels in the community. At 
the official opening of the first completed phase in the development of the 
Schoemansdal Museum on 18 May 1993, Transvaal Administrator, Mr. Danie 
Hough drew on the symbolism that history presented. He explained that the 
Voortrekker village went into decline because the Whites and the local Venda 
people were unable to reach a compromise. He explained that in the 
circumstances under which the people of the Soutpansberg found themselves in 
during the latter part of the 20 lh century, the use of violence was one of the 
worst possible solutions to working out a compromise. He was of the opinion 
that the museum site could be used as a symbol of the wide variety of cultures 
of people in the Soutpansberg region. 90 

While this call for moderation was being made the Volksfront of General 
Constant Viljoen planned to hold a meeting in the Soutpansberg. According to 
a local member of the organisation, Mr. At Engelbrecht, the meeting was 
probably one of the last chances for the Whites in the Soutpansberg to get 
together and talk about their future. The organisation had as its objective to 
form an alliance between Whites in South Africa. 91 

In Council politics the issue of the Indian Management Committee’s 
allowances was discussed. The Transvaal Provincial Administration instructed 
the Council earlier in the year that the Indian Management Committee of 
Eltivillas had to be paid the same allowances as their White counterparts. Clr. 
Louis Holtzhausen, the Chairman of the Management Committee, opposed the 
ruling. And before it was approved he let it be known that the White 
councillors represented 10 264 residents, whilst the Indian members only 
represented 721 residents. 92 The irony was that the gesture of goodwill many of 
the Indian residents of Louis Trichardt had taken by at least communicating 
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with the Council, in the period of transition, in fact worked against their own 
interests in their community. Now, also the White Council was not prepared to 
stand by them. 

In town a sense of deep depression set in. In some quarters there were attempts 
at trying to keep lines of communication open. On 25 June 1993 a Day of 
Prayer for Peace was held at the Church of the Covenant in Louis Trichardt 
The gathering was ananged by the SAVF and was attended by some 20 people. 
The plan of the group was to have a day of prayer on the last Friday of every 
month. 93 The support for the project did not increase in the months to follow. 

The idea of a multi-racial Local Council for Louis Trichardt was a matter 
which was not easily accepted at first. In August 1993, speaking at a meeting of 
the Transvaal Municipal Association, Clr. Pieter Bodia protested strongly 
against the proposed appointment of non-racial councils. He said it was a 
radical situation which required drastic actions. He was furthermore amongst 
the local politicians who supported a proposed countrywide boycott of 
municipal taxes once the system was introduced. 9,1 The protest was a response 
of the establishment in March 1993 to the Local Government Negotiations 
Forum, These forums which were created countrywide were considered to be 
the predecessors to mixed councils. In the case of Louis Trichardt it was 
mentioned that a council of 12 to 14 members was to be appointed of which six 
would probably be from the local civics organisation, members of the Indian 
Management Committee and members of the Tshikota Management 
Committee. 95 In a statement the local Afrikaner Volksfront strongly opposed 
the introduction of the system. 96 

In November 1993 police arrested seven people, of whom three were from 
Louis Trichardt for the theft of ammunition from the Air Force Base at 
Petersburg. Amongst the accused were member of the extremist Boere 
Weerstandsbeweging (BWB). The ammunition stolen included 100 000 rounds 
of ammunition of which 24 000 were R1 rifle rounds, 200 60 mm and 81 min 
mortars. 97 

At the start of 1994 local journalist Anton van Zyl explained to his readers that 
a year of challenges lay ahead. Commenting on the beauty of the Soutpansberg 
region after the recent rains of December and the fact that many of the residents 
who had been on holiday were now back, he remarked: 

Dit is nic asof die omgewing ‘n totale metamorforse in die bestek 

van ‘n week of twee ondergaan het nie, eerder die oe waardeur 
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gekyk word....1994 gaan ‘n jaar van uitdagings wees en nie 
struikelblokke nie. 98 

For some residents of the town, Louis Trichardt had an unfriendly appearance 
on the surface. One young resident of the town, who visited “the city” during 
the December holidays remarked in January 1994 that the city offered a 
friendly environment. By contrast in Louis Trichardt people rather looked at 
one another in a negative manner, instead of simply being friendly. The young 
resident of the town expressed the opinion that this was most probably the 
reason why so many young people left Louis Trichardt. 99 As political tensions 
increased the volatile situation was tested when there was a bomb scare on 11 
January 1994 at the Edgars Store in Louis Trichardt. 100 A short while later a 
similar bomb threat was also made at a local attorney’s office. 101 

The tide of political change started early in 1994 in the Town Council when 
Clr. Johan Lordan on 13 January 1994 announced his resignation from the 
Management Committee following his opposition to a November 1993 decision 
by the Management Committee to act as an agent for the Northern Transvaal 
Water Board, by providing water to the township of Tshikota. 102 He was 
however to stay on in Council. Increasingly the indications were that the 
Council was gradually shifting away from party politics. 

When Clr. Brink Schlessinger was subsequently elected to the Management 
Committee by members of the ruling CP he commented: 

We are finished with party politics and will now conduct politics for 
the town. 103 

Later in the month Brig. Gabriel Ramushwana, the Venda Head of State, was 
appointed as commander of the National Peace Keeping Force which had the 
responsibility to muster the military forces of the South African Defence Force 
and members of Mkonto we Sizwe. The Brigadier previously became a 
controversial person in Venda politics as a result of the fact that he was placed 
on the 71 s ' position of the ANC’s list for the national election. 11 ” Earlier he had 
also apparently fumbled when a start was made with the payment of pensions 
of former civil servants in Venda. Personally he owed the Venda Pension Fund 
an amount of R580 000. He did however have certain skills which were direly 
needed in the period of transition. He could speak 19 languages. 105 After his 
stint at the helm of the peace keeping force, Ramushwana was asked by 
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SANDF Chief of Staff, General Gideon Meiring to resign in the light of his 
political alliances. He then became a fanner in the Messina area." 36 

The implications of a new political dispensation were brought starkly to the 
attention of the residents of Louis Trichardt when the Transitional Act on Local 
Government was approved by the South African Parliament at the beginning of 
February 1994. According to Town Clerk, Mr. Hein Basson, the process was to 
unfold in two phases. The pre-interim phase was to start, presumably by the 
end of 1994 when the first local elections were to be held. The interim phase 
was then to start. For the time being, it was expected of Louis Trichardt’s local 
authority to found a local negotiations forum. The forum then had to decide on 
the necessary steps that had to be taken in preparation for the local election. 107 

In contrast to the neighbouring Messina where pro-active measures had been 
taken well before the time, in Louis Trichardt there were no negotiations 
forums. By law the required forum had to be non-racial and inclusive. It was 
anticipated in the case of Louis Trichardt the forum would include the town, 
Eltivillas and Tshikota. By law the negotiations forum had to be in operation 
within three months after the law was promulgated. The forums were to consist 
of statutory and non-statutory members. The statutory components were 
representatives who had been elected or appointed under the existing structures 
of local government. The non-statutory components of the forum were to 
comprise members of structured within the communities who previously were 
excluded from the political processes. Local authorities, in terms of the 
legislation, who did not accept the forum concept, which Messina opted for, 
had to establish co-ordinating committees, with a membership of members of 
all local communities. The committees then had to make provision for the 
necessary infra-structural facilities for all people resident in the envisaged in 
the local government area. It was anticipated that Louis Trichardt’s Council 
would opt for the latter arrangement. 108 At its March 1994 meeting the Council 
gave die go ahead for a negotiation forum. The forum was to start with 
negotiations on the area of jurisdiction which was to be served in terms of the 
new local authority. The Council also decided that it would not elect a new 
mayor or deputy mayor until such time as a new executive council had been 
formed. 109 

In Venda the transition to a new dispensation was hampered in February 1994 
when a large scale strike ensued following announcements of a pension scam in 
Venda. Since 1992 steps had been taken to ‘privatise’ the government pension 
scheme, according to the government of the day. In the process of making early 
payments to certain officials, more than R40 million had mistakenly been paid 
out. In the subsequent chaos which ensued, telephone communications in 
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Venda were broken, refuse removals did not take place, education came to a 
standstill and construction work in the homeland had to be halted. 110 Local 
attorney Leon Klaff, lashed out at the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Pik 
Botha, whose department was partly responsible for activities in Venda, for 
“supporting mob rule’’ by allowing conditions in Venda to deteriorate. 111 

Amid the impending chaos politics amongst the Whites in Louis Trichardt also 
started reaching fever pitch. Within a few days in February 1994 the local 
branch of the Afrikaner Volksfront (AVF) was able to raise R18 000 for the 
proposed Radio Pretoria. The money was to be used for the establishment of 
the radio station and also for the provision of a local receiver. 112 The AVF also 
sparked off a row when they put up notice boards at the entrances to town 
which read “Louis Trichardt is Volkstaat”. 113 In the same week the Mopane 
School which closed its doors in 1992 and was used as a Black school as from 
the beginning of 1994, was rocked by a bomb which caused extensive 
damage. 114 

In March 1994 it was announced that local attorney and deputy Mayor of Louis 
Trichardt, Pieter F. Botha was one of the five candidates put up by the new 
political party, the Freedom Front (FF) on the list for the upcoming election. 115 
He told the media later that it had come to his attention that many people in the 
region wanted to vote, despite a call by the CP on its members, not to bring out 
a vote in protest against the new dispensation. Mr. Botha was on the list, along 
with Dr. Willie Botha, formerly of Pietersburg, but at the time CP MP for 
Rustenburg, Mr. Johan Kriek of Tzaneen, Mr. Ben Haarhoff the Mayor of 
Nylstroom. 116 Adv. Tom Langley, at the time still underwriting the no-vote line 
of the CP, shortly afterwards told a gathering of the Volksfront in Louis 
Trichardt, Afrikaners should feel free to vote in the coming election. 117 The 
African Christian Democratic Party (ACDP) elected Dr. H. Sandenbergh, a 
gynaecologist of Pietersburg, as its representative in the election. 11 As 
elsewhere in the region, there was little local support for this party or its 
policies. 

Meanwhile the Local Peace Committee made a call on people who were 
prepared to act as helpers and monitors of events leading up to the election in 
April. These monitors were to have the responsibility of overseeing the events 
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taking place. They also had to try and prevent violence from taking place. They 
had to negotiate and intervene in situations of conflict and help to facilitate 
crisis situations. The area, described as the Soutpansberg region, which the 
monitors were to serve, stretched from Bandelierkop in the south to Messina in 
the north. It included Waterpoort, Vivo, Alldays, Venda and Gazankulu. 119 

In March 1994 the taxi warfare in Venda started spreading to Louis Trichardt. 
Local taxi operators, in an effort to protect their routes, apparently summarily 
shot people driving vehicles which they thought were illegally operating 
taxis.' 20 A few days before Soutpansbergers were to go to the polls to vote for a 
new government, the taxi operators were shooting on one another with 9 mm 
pistols and AK47 rifles in the vicinity of Eltivillas. 121 

A week before the watershed election of April 1994, Adv. Thomas Langley 
was given honorary citizenship of Louis Trichardt. In a speech the MP, who 
had meanwhile become a supporter of General Constant Viljoen’s Freedom 
Front, which was one of the few rightwing parties contesting the election, said: 

Louis Trichardt sal weer ‘n belangrike rol speel en sy funksie as ‘ons 

dorp’ vir ons mense vervul. 122 

By implication he was referring to the Afrikaans speaking community. The 
fears of an uncertain future were not apparent to people from outside. Those 
who were residents of Louis Trichardt at the time, like thousands of others 
along the Soutpansberg, and millions of South Africans elsewhere in the 
country, were perhaps faced with the same sense uncertainty. The White 
population of South Africa had finally moved out of a political comfort zone of 
protected privileges. 123 Amid bomb scares, logistical problems and major 
uncertainties the election got underway on Wednesday 27 April 1994. 
Thousands of people swarmed to polling booths in the Soutpansberg region. 124 
The voters were not inhibited in their resolve to vote, by reports of a bomb 
scare at the Great North Cafe or shooting incidents at Ramakgopa and 
Wyliespoort. 125 
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Chapter 15 


The socio-economic dimensions of change 1990-4 


The socio economic developments along the Soutpansberg in the period 1990-4 
were determined by the degree of insecurity prevalent within the confines of 
the community as a whole. Many developments, previously inspired by 
political philosophies, now slowly ground to a halt. The government did not 
want to make any changes, for fear that it might be a transgression of the 
undertakings it gave at the time when the first formal talks started taking place. 
However, there was also a positive line of the action present within the 
community. Presumably in an effort to keep alive a spirited frontier life alive 
along the Soutpansberg, many praiseworthy cultural projects were initiated. 
These activities made a substantial contribution towards minimising the sense 
of fear in the hearts of many a Soutpansberger, as the country started heading 
for a new political dispensation. A major step ahead was the final elimination 
of discriminatory measures in public places. Local missionary and renowned 
Bible translator. Prof. C.J. van Rooy, some years later recalled how a Venda 
person who stood in a queue waiting to be served at one of the shops, on 
occasion remarked to him: 

God is great! Look what is happening.' 

Another explained: 

(N)owadays you can get into any shop where sometimes in the past 

we could not go in.... Now we can go all over. 1 2 

The reason for the people making these statements, was that for many years it 
was customary at many businesses, for Black people either to stand outside in 
all types of weather conditions, waiting to be served at small windows, or 
patiently standing in separate rows, to be served. 3 By the start of the 1990’s 
these institutional arrangements of a discriminatory nature were finally 
eliminated and people, irrespective of race, participated on equal footing in all 
areas of commercial activity in Louis Trichardt. These and many other were 
introduced in a spirit of co-operation and goodwill at grassroots level amongst 
the people of the Soutpansberg. Some people were even of the opinion that the 
new South Africa would have dawned in any case, had the politicians not 
intervened. 4 


1 . LTTl.p. 11.980319b, Van Rooy, J.A. (65). Council Offices, Louis Trichardi. 

2 . LTT1, p. 145. 980707, Mulaudzi, J. (74), Council offices, Louis Trichardt. 

3 . LTT1, pp. 13-4.980320, Lishivha, R.P. (81), Vhulorwa Farming Settlement. 

4 LTT1, p. 94. 980515c, Smalle, M. J. (64), Hilltop, Soutpansberg. 
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Tourism 

In March 1991 facilities at Ben Lavin Nature Reserve were also considerably 
improved. 5 In April the military ruler of Venda. Brig. M.G. Ramushwana, 
announced that talks had been held with the Federated Hotels of South Africa 
(Fedhasa) about improving the tourist potential of Venda. The government had 
meanwhile also started improving a number of tourist facilities at Tshimbupfe, 
Damani Dam, a number of cycad forests and at Phiphidi Water Falls. 6 

The bad condition of the N1 road to and from Louis Trichardt was, was singled 
out as the major factor affecting tourism in the Soutpansberg region. 1 In 1993 a 
number of road signs were put up in the vicinity to direct tourists to the sites 
worth seeing in and around Louis Trichardt. 8 In June 1993. when the annual 
budget was submitted to Council, an amount of R250 000 was set aside by the 
Council for promoting the tourist attractions of the Soutpansberg. The money 
was used for the beautification of the entrances to the town and the 
establishment of an tourism kiosk. 9 In April 1994 the project was shelved, 
according to Clr. Louis Hollzhausen, as a result of the high costs involved. At 
the time it was estimated it would cost about R500 000 to establish the office. 10 

The drop in tourism by 1993 was not exclusive to the Soutpansberg region. 
According to Mr. Mike Gardiner, a tourist marketing company of 
Haenertsburg, the tourism industry in South Africa was recording tire lowest 
occupancy rate in the history of the industry. He was of the opinion that the 
marketing of the industry in the Northern Transvaal had to undergo a change in 
approach." 

At the end of March 1994 a hunting guide was compiled and marketed by the 
South African Tourism Board (Satour). According to Mr. Vis Streicher, the 
Chief Executive Officer of Satour in Pietersburg, an estimated 200 hunting 
lodges in the Northern Transvaal were to be part and parcel of the hunting 
directory. The objective of the list was to bring the hunting facilities of the 
region to the attention of hunters in South Africa. 

Culture 

Representative of the tumultuous changes going on in the country, residents of 
the town were unprepared for the celebration of Workers' Day on 1 May. 13 On 
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12. Oorsig Stadsklerk 1991/92. 
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13 . ANON., “I Mei is werkersdag" in Zoutpansberger. 1990.04.27, p. 3. 





In the 1990’s the government and the Greater Louis Trichardt TLC 
started with a concerted effort to provide households with access to in 
house water supplies. 

Source: J. W.N. Tempelhoff 
















Bluegumspoort Road in 1998 
Source: J. W.N. Tempelhoff. 
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29 May 1990 Louis Trichardt was the host to the first Red Meat Festival to be 
held in the country. One of the highlights of the festival was a march by a large 
parade of cattle through the streets of the CBD. 14 The festival which was 
organised by the meat industry took place over several days. On one occasion it 
was estimated there were more than 6 000 visitors to the festival. 15 

Schoemansdal Museum still played a prominent role in the cultural activities of 
the region. On 2 June 1990 the second annual Pioneer festival of the museum 
took place with more than 250 people participating in events which ranged 
from a commando excursion on horseback to shooting with old rifles. 
According to Mr. Sidney Miller, the acting curator of the museum, the event 
had attracted people from as far as Standerton in the Eastern Transvaal. 16 In 
March 1991 Mr. Daan Hough the Administrator of Transvaal visited 
Schoemansdal and announced that the Provincial Administration would once 
again take over responsibilities for the developments at the museum. On the 
occasion of awarding an amount of R340 000 necessary for the running of the 
museum, he also announced that the second phase in the development project 
of the museum would be started. One of the major reasons for the development 
getting underway once again was according to Mr. Hough an attempt at 
boosting the local tourist industry. 17 

On 18 May 1993 Mr. Hough officially opened the first phase of the completed 
Schoemansdal Project. The function which was attended by dignitaries from all 
sectors of the Louis Trichardt community was marked by a lively sprit and 
appreciation for what had been accomplished at the museum. According to a 
special Supplement to the Zoutpansberger, the first steps towards the 
conservation of Schoemansdal were taken in 1922 when the land on which the 
Voortrekker graveyard was situated, was granted to the Schoemansdalse 
Dingaansfees Komitee. In 1936 it was listed by the National Monuments 
Council and in 1974 it was declared as a national monument. In 1980 Mr. Tom 
Hennings, a museumologist did a survey of the museum potential of 
Schoemansdal and the project was started in 1985. 18 

On 2 April 1991 the Soutpansberg Rock Art Conservation Group was founded 
in Louis Trichardt. The committee under the chairmanship of Mr. Sidney 
Miller of the Schoemansdal Museum, had the objective of establishing a 
research and conservation programme for the protection of the rock art of the 
region, 19 It soon became apparent that there was far more rock art in the region 
than initially assumed. 20 
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15 . Captions to photographs, Zoutpansberger, 1990.06.08, p. 3. 
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In 1992 an archaeological breakthrough of great significance was made when 
Prof. Hannes Eloff of the University of Pretoria, along with staff of the 
National Cultural Historical Museum in Pretoria and the Schoemansdal 
Museum reported about their findings on the site of Thulamela, a Black 
settlement in the Kruger National Park, which was presumably occupied in the 
late seventeenth century. 21 In July 1993 the project was launched under the 
auspices of the Kruger National Park, National Cultural and Open Air Museum 
and sponsored by the Goldfields Mining Company of South Africa and Teba. 22 

The early 1990’s was marked by the growth of a greater awareness and social 
appreciation for art in the community. An active Art Society started 
functioning. In March 1992 local doctor, Dr. Marc Smalle presented an 
exhibition of his porcelain in conjunction with the Soutpansberg Art Society. 23 
In October 1992 the old municipal library in Krogh Street, which was being 
used by the art society, was named the De Wet van Wyk Cultural Centre. Local 
artist and retired educator, Mr. C.R. De Wet van Wyk who had made a 
substantial contribution to promoting art in the Soutpansberg region over the 
years, on the occasion presented an art exhibition in the new centre at the 
time. 24 In a very short period of time the centre became a popular place for 
local residents to visit and the open hours were extended as a result of this. It 
also attracted visitors from overseas. 25 

In June 1992 the Swiss Club of the Northern Transvaal was formed. By the 
time the first Annual General Meeting of the club was scheduled to be held at 
the Cloud End Hotel in Louis Trichardt it was a well established society. 26 

In April 1991 the Louis Trichardt Photography Club was formed. 27 On 1 July 
1991 the Voortrekker Commando Piet Joubert of Louis Trichardt took over 
their new buildings on the premises of the movement in Trichardt Street. 29 The 
Vroue Landbou Unie branch of Waterpoort was started in 1947 by Mesdames 
Byles and Bronn. 29 

Defence 

Since January 1990 there had been news reports that the compulsory military 
training for civilians was to be scaled down. Commandant Pieter Ahrens, 
commander of the Soutpansberg Commando stated that in the case of his 
commando there would be no scaring down. 30 In September 1991 three young 
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members of the commando had to be prosecuted for not reporting for 
commando duties. 3 ' 

On 19 October 1991 tire freedom of Louis Trichardt was granted to tire town’s 
Air Force Base. In his speech on the occasion, the Mayor, Clr. Johan Moolman 
said that the town had only twice in its history given freedom to the military. It 
was, as far as he was concerned, an indication of the prestige value attached to 
the granting of tire privilege by the Council. 32 

On 2 October 1992 5 Squadron which had been housed at Louis Richard air 
force base was formally deactivated. At the ceremony Maj. General A.H. 
Perold said that members of the squadron were to be transferred to a new 
Cheetah squadron which was being formed. The squadron was formed in 1939 
at Youngsfield in the Cape and achieved great success during World War 2. As 
a fighting squadron, the unit underwent substantial changes over the years. It 
was de-activated after the armistice in 1945, only to be activated again in 1950. 
In 1973 they started flying with the Impala II jets of the SAAF. In March 1985 
three squadron was de-activated, only to be reactivated in 1985 when the 
members were equipped with the new Cheetah E fighter aircraft. The Louis 
Trichardt airbase later became home to the squadron. At the time of its de¬ 
activation, the Chief of the Air Force, Lt General J. Kriel explained that the 
Defence Force was in the process of rationalisation in view of the new 
initiatives being taken within South Africa, and the changing world order. 33 

Following the rise of politically related violence and protest thousands of 
people throughout the country registered to join the Commando units in all the 
major urban centres of the country. In the Soutpansberg region rumours were 
rife at the start of 1994 that the firearms of the commandos were going to be 
taken away. Colonel C.J. Bomman later emphasised in the media that there was 
no chance of the commandos who were on active training to be disarmed. The 
issue was that the military command was concerned about the illegal use of 
military arms and ammunitions for activities which were politically 
motivated. 34 

Religion 

In October 1989 Pastor A.D.P. Galvin and his wife Annetjie, took up residence 
at the helm of the Pinkster Protestante Kerk in Louis Trichardt. 35 At the end of 
January 1990 the Rev. Willie Engelbrecht and his wife, Sarie, took up their 
duties at the Seventh Day Adventist Church in Louis Trichardt. 31 ' 
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In an effort to accommodate the growing numbers of members and space in the 
church the two NGK congregations of Louis Trichardt agreed to co-operate in a 
new manner. The way in which the town was divided made it possible for the 
number of Louis Trichardt congregation could absorb part of the large number 
of congregates of the Soutpansberg congregation. In the process Ds. Harm 
Bonnema joined Dii. Lombaard and Saayman at Louis Trichardt congregation. 
Dii. Albert Cruywagen and Philip Venter remained on in the Soutpansberg 
congregation. 57 In July Dr. Lombaard (1930-91) died whilst on a visit to his 
children in the Cape. Dr. Lombaard had been with the congregation since 1983. 
Before that (1969-83) he was in the service of the NG Congregation of 
Pietersburg North with the responsibility of also serving the NG mission 
congregation of the Buys community at Buysdorp. 38 The church youth of Louis 
Trichardt also became active. On 6 April 1990 the Youth movement of the 
Seventh Day Adventists cleared up the area in the vicinity of the taxi rank, bus 
terminus and OK complex in the CBD. 59 

In June 1990 the APK once again started holding its services in the Civic 
Centre after the rent at the Soutpansberg Primary School had been increased 
from R50 to R300 per service. The services were held at the school for a period 
of more than two years. 40 The congregation then started with an active fund 
raising campaign. 41 In 1993 Ds. Leon du Toit and his family joined the 
congregation. 42 In March 1993 the Louis Trichardt Reformation Forum was 
established by clergymen of the NG and Gereformeerde Churches in Louis 
Trichardt. They then started inviting people to join them. 45 

In September 1990 the Corpus Christi Church started a congregation in town 
under the guidance of Pastor Andre Steenkamp. The church came into 
existence on the campus of the University of Pretoria in 1983, functioning 
autonomously in the different parishes where the congregations were formed. 4 
In January 1994 Rev. Gary Simons and his wife Judith took up the 
responsibilities at the St. Peter’s Congregation in Louis Trichardt. 45 On the 
regional political level the National Party in January 1994 announced that Mr. 
Vic Borchers was to be the party’s candidate for the regional government 
which was to come into existence after the election of April 1994. 46 
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Mr. Charlie Ayob, local business man and community leader 
Source: J.W.N. Tempelhoff 
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Indigency 

With the onset of the transition to a new political dispensation in South Africa 
the phenomenon of indigency became more evident in the Soutpansberg region. 
A number of factors contributed to this situation. As the independent Venda 
and the self governing Lebowa and Gazankulu started going into administrative 
decline, many White civil servants were relocated or de-seconded. Those not in 
specialised fields where their skills were essential found themselves without 
jobs. Also in the Black community many people who benefited from the 
homeland system found themselves in a disadvantaged position as a new 
political leadership started emerging. Overall the decline in the flow of capital 
in Louis Trichardt itself, limited employment opportunities. The boycott 
activities contributed substantially to this situation. In the rural areas of the 
Soutpansberg, farmers were increasingly forced to start cutting back on 
operations as the demands for higher salaries by farm labourers increased. 

As a result of negotiations and the growing need for aid in the region, Dr. Rina 
Venter, the Minister of Health and Welfare at the beginning of 1994 announced 
that an amount of R70 million was to be made available as part of the National 
Nutrition and Social Development Program (NNSDP). People who were 
impoverished and also those affected by the prevailing drought conditions were 
to be assisted with funds. A number of non-governmental organisations were to 
help the authorities in making the necessary funds available to help people 
throughout Region G. One of the major focus areas was the people described as 
“the poorest of the poor”. 47 

In February 1994 a welfare forum was started in Louis Trichardt with the 
objective of co-ordinating aid programs with the assistance of the local service 
clubs. 48 Local businesses started making contributions in money and kind to 
help the needy. 45 Consumers doing shopping in town started complaining about 
the large numbers of beggars in the CBD. 50 

Commerce 

In June 1990 it became known that the Council was in the process of 
negotiating with the grocery chain store group, Pick ‘n Pay, for the 
establishment of a shop in Louis Trichardt. Despite the commercial 
developments which had taken place elsewhere along the Soutpansberg, the 
town was still the favourite commercial for shopping. 51 The developers of the 
proposed shopping complex had one condition: the centre had to be developed 
in the Bird Park, adjacent to the N1 road. The town’s businessmen immediately 
were up in arms. They were not in favour of the development. They felt it 
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would affect the development of then town’s CBD. 5 ’ At its July monthly 
meeting the Council also decided to scrap the 15 000m 2 project which was 
estimated to cost R30 million. 53 At the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer 
meeting in July the matter was also discussed. It appeared as if there was no 
unanimity amongst the members of the chamber. Some were in favour of the 
development taking place. 5 ' 1 The following month the Council apparently made 
an about turn when it was reported that the Pick ‘n Pay project got the green 
light. It was estimated that the complex could be a reality within the space of a 
year. Conservationists were up in arms. Mr, Peter Menne, local chairman of the 
Wildlife Society warned that the development could be short-sighted. 55 For Mr. 
Jannie Crafford of the Department of Biological Sciences at the University of 
Venda, the destruction of the green belt along the N1 route, deserved being 
conserved at all costs. 56 

The Wildlife Society and the Council then crossed swords in the press after the 
society’s Mr. Peter Menne withdrew for further talks with the Council on the 
matter. 57 Mayor Clr. Louis Holtzhausen then explained that the Council had 
more than 100 ha of parklands. It would not be a loss to the town if an area of 4 
ha were to be used for the development of the shopping centre. 58 At a special 
meeting of the Council that was held on 12 October the project was finally 
approved. It was decided that a piece of land of 9,14 ha would be set aside for 
the development. The land was to be sold for R 1,1 million. The complex which 
included a shopping complex, garage, and offices was to cover a total surface 
area of 25 000m 2 . The developer had to get the project going within eight 
months. IT was also responsible for raising the R30 million which it was 
estimated to cost. 55 

The Soutpansberg District Development Association’s Environmental 
Conservation sub-committee then also joined in on the protest and articulated 
its objection to the proposed development. 60 The association’s committee was 
of the opinion that an impact study had to be conducted before the project 
could be approved. In view of the protest which came from the conservationists 
the developers withdrew their offer to the Council. In making the 
announcement at a Council meeting Clr. Louis Holtzhausen said it was a sorry 
state of affairs. 61 In 1995, shortly after the new Louis Trichardt Transitional 
Local Council started operations, it was once again reaffirmed that the Bird 
Park would not be used for the development of any shopping centres. The area 
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was to remain a “Private Open Area” which prevented it from being 
developed. 62 

The rate of development in the town was causing local business people to cry 
out in despair. In March 1991 Mr. Johan Gilfillan, Louis Trichardt’s 
businessman of the year for 1990, drew a comparison between Louis Trichardt 
and Tzaneen. What was disconcerting to him was that while growth was the 
order of the day in Tzaneen, Louis Trichardt only experienced decline. Quoting 
statistics he accentuated the decline in local tourism, construction and property 
sales. 63 He was tapped over the fingers by Management Committee Chairman, 
Clr. Arie Steyn who maintained that the major reason for the lack of growth in 
Louis Trichardt - by comparison with Tzaneen - was that the Town Council 
was unable to secure the construction of the Pick ‘n Pay complex for the 
town. 64 

Some businesses were looking hard at the future. In March Mr. Reinhardt 
Kunstler the Managing Director of BMW in South Africa visited Louis 
Trichardt and stated that his company was looking at the potential of Louis 
Trichardt as a marketing point for launching BMW vehicles into the rest of 
Africa once the sanctions against South Africa were lifted 65 

As far as the fresh produce market was concerned troubles also started brewing 
in July 1991 when the Council put up the rent of the stalls by as much as RIO 
per day. The tenants complained that they were paying R22,50 per square 
meter, which was considerably more expensive than the tenants in shops were 
paying at the time. The Town Clerk, Mr. Hein Basson, said that the rent was 
competitive when it was considered that other local fresh produce suppliers had 
considerable overheads to pay. 66 

Regional commerce was also affected by changes in the flow of traffic. As a 
result of the political changes taking place in South Africa the Beit Bridge 
border post between South Africa and Zimbabwe became congested. Vehicles 
often had to wait for hours on end before they could pass through. For local 
commerce it implied that a lethargy set in with Zimbabwians who tended to 
less frequently visit the towns close to the border for shopping purposes. In 
1992 the issue was partly addressed as the central government set aside R12 
million to upgrade Beit Bridge border post. The new post made provision for a 
differentiated flow of traffic. Heavy transport and passenger vehicles were to 
flow along different lines. The customs office was also to be enlarged in order 
to accommodate more people at any given time. 67 By the end of the year there 
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was not yet any end to the delays. In view of the frustrations encountered at the 
border post an irate Mr. Hendrik Nel, owner of the Big Wheel Transport 
Company, who was on his way to Zambia, caused a traffic jam at the border 
post on the South African side so that no vehicles could get either into or out of 
South Africa. He told the media that he had acted in order to bring the plight of 
long distance drivers across the country’s borders to the attention of the 
authorities. 58 He was later found to be not guilty in the Magistrate’s Court of 
Messina. 59 

At the end of 1992, despite a year of difficult economic adjustments in a new 
evolving environment, local businesses reported good sales. 70 The local 
business community also actively promoted the town in Zimbabwe. 71 Whilst 
the principle of free trade gained momentum and trading opportunities were 
being opened for more people from all walks of life, the Town Council, in July 
1993 decided that it would not allow simply all trading activities to go on in an 
unplanned manner. It was decided that hawkers would forthwith be allowed 
only in groups of ten and specifically in areas which had been allocated by the 
municipality for the purposes of trading. 72 

Industry 

One of the leading industrial concerns in Louis Trichardt by the start of the 
1990’s was Pennells. Mr. Chips Pennells’ factory in the Industrial Township of 
the town had since the early 1980’s been producing glassfibre water tanks. In 
1990 the National Productivity Institute awarded the business a silver medal. 
The award was annually made to businesses which made a substantial 
contribution towards improving the living conditions of South Africans. 73 In 
the same month of winning the award Mr. Pennells announced that his 
company was entering die export market. They were in the process of 
manufacturing the “Pennells Hydropeutic heatpack”, a device containing a salt 
acetate substance which heated to a temperature of 57 degrees Celsius and then 
remained so for more than an hour. It could be put to effective use in medical 
treatment. The device, manufactured in Louis Trichardt, was to be exported to 
Austria, Italy, France, Portugal, Spain, Belgium and a number of Scandinavian 
countries. 74 The company was also later on responsible for the development of 
glassfibre makorras. These synthetic versions of small boats, carved out of the 
trunks of trees, were used especially on the Okavango Swamps in Botswana. 
The company was looking at finding governments north of the Limpopo River 
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to participate in the project which was considered a means of helping many 
African households in the interior secure a livelihood, 75 

For the local printing industry there was also progress in July 1990 when it was 
announced that a newspaper, intended for Venda and the Soutpansberg region 
as a whole, was to be published by the publishers of Zoutpansberger. 16 Later in 
the year, in October, Leach Printers, opened their new complex on the comer of 
Rissik and President Street. The design and layout was based on plans 
developed by the Small Business Advisory Board at the Potchefstroom 
University. 77 Mr. Charles Leach and Iris wife, Bev, had been operating Leach 
Printers, since 1984. They started out in a small print shop in Joubert Street and 
soon established themselves as printers of repute. 78 

In July 1990 Mr. Niel Fourie purchased the municipal abattoirs from the Town 
Council of Louis Trichardt. At that point in time the abattoirs had an 
accumulated debt of R200 000 and could only slaughter 50 head of cattle per 
day. Once he took it over the complex was enlarged to accommodate 100 head 
of cattle per day. Mr. Fourie also had extensive interests in local cattle 
ranching. In 1992 he purchased the farm Ledig and used it to graze some 3 000 
head of cattle. He also bought other farms in the region and started 
concentrating on farming with Bonsmara cattle. 79 

The mining industry was in the process of experiencing a winding down of 
operations as rumours were circulating to the effect that the copper mining 
operation at Messina was in the process of closing down. 80 The mine which 
was opened in 1905 was scheduled in October 1990 only to have work for the 
next 30 months. When the announcement was made by Mr. Danie Kirsten, the 
Manager of the Mine, 94 workers had just been retrenched. Up to 1990 the 
mine provided work for 1300 workers. 81 In 1992 mining, in another area, made 
considerable headway, when De Beers’ Venetia Mine, near Alldays started 
with production. The mine which employed more than 800 people by 1992, 
contained two kimberlite pipes in an area of about 18 hectares, It was 
anticipated, at the time of the opening, that the mine would remain in 
production for some twenty years. 82 

The boycott activities which were the order of the day in the course of 1990 
had a marked effect in industrial activity in Louis Trichardt. In his annual 
report to the Council the Town Engineer, Mr. T.A. Kotze, pointed out that 
investment in the construction and improvement of businesses and industry in 
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Ihe town had declined from R3,46 million in 1989 to Rl,03 million in 1990.* 3 
The mining developments at Venetia also had an impact on industrial activity 
in Louis Trichardt. In 1991 Laeveld Stene of Louis Trichardt, a business 
concern which had been established for a number of years in Louis Trichardt, 
got the contract to provide R500 000 worth of bricks to the new mine. An 
estimated 1,1 million bricks had to be produced and delivered to the mine 
within the space of six months. 84 

In February 1992 the industrial community in Louis Trichardt suffered a severe 
setback when Mr. W.L. Greef, the manager of Tongaat Cotton, announced that 
the ginnery which employed more than a 100 people in town, was to close 
down. The reasons for the closure were the prevailing economic condition of 
the country, the price for cotton and the drought conditions prevailing at the 
time. 85 The lack of a comprehensive industrial environment started taking its 
toll. For many years, there had been a shortage of local industries. This worked 
to the detriment of local employment opportunities of local young people of the 
town and district. 86 It increasingly became a top priority of the town fathers to 
try and attract industrialists to Louis Trichardt. The only problem was that the 
time was not yet ripe. 

Health 

In the health division of the municipality fears were expressed in respect of the 
potential spread of anti-immunity deficiency syndrome (AIDS). It was 
explained that the anticipated incubation period of the disease was anticipated 
to be 10 years. At that point 574 cases had been reported in South Africa and 
the indications were that it would spread in the foreseeable future. 87 There were 
also increasing fears that malaria, which no longer was being contained in parts 
of the Northern Transvaal, would become a serious threat to the health of the 
town’s residents. 88 In April-May 1993 38 cases were reported in the 
magistrates districts of Messina and Louis Trichardt. Commandant AndrS 
Potgieter, commander of the Soutpansberg Commando was one of the people 
who contracted the disease in the Kruger National Park. Of the eight cases 
reported in Louis Trichardt in the course of May, the origin of three cases could 
not be located.* 9 

At the beginning of 1994 Dr. John McCutcheon, the Director General for 
Health in Venda reported that 32 cases of malaria had been reported in the first 
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two weeks of the year. It was estimated there were at least 580 people suffering 
from the disease in Venda. In Messina 154 people and in Louis Trichardt 39 
people were receiving treatment for the disease. 90 

In August 1993 one of the well known figures in Louis Trichardt’s Health 
Services returned. Matron W. van der Walt retired after 25 years at the Louis 
Trichardt Gedenk Hospitaal. Her career as matron was started at the Siloam 
Hospital between 1960 and 1965. She then temporarily left work to raise her 
children and in 1968 once again started nursing. She was then employed at the 
Louis Trichardt Gedenk Hospitaal. On 1 July 1968 she was promoted to matron 
and remained in that post for the next 25 years. When she retired in 1993, it 
was as a result of poor health. 91 In February 1994 the AVF handed over a 
memorandum at the Louis Trichardt Memorial Hospital in which they protested 
against the deterioration of services at the hospital. They also offered to provide 
emergency services, like protecting the hospital in lime of crisis. 92 The Town 
Council meanwhile also asked the Regional Services Council for R2.5 million 
in order to establish a community health centre. 93 

Another stalwart of the medical fraternity in Louis Trichardt Dr. Beyers van 
Rensburg in 1993 retired as dentist. He moved to Louis Trichardt in 1973 after 
he had purchased the old dental practice of Dr. Stegmann. Dr Van Rensburg 
served on numerous community bodies over the years. Apart from serving on 
tire management of die local Rotarians he also was a founder member of the 
Soutpansberg Commando Trust, Chairman of the Soutpansberg District 
Development Asssociation, Town Councillor and Mayor, as well as Chairman 
of the Western Soutpansberg Conservation Group. 99 

Municipality 

When the budget for the 1990/91 financial year was announced in the Council 
in June 1990, a growth of 14,53 per cent was announced in the R30,2 million 
budget. A number of increases in the consumer services of the Council had to 
be increased in view of the poor economic conditions in which the country was 
at the time. 95 In August 1990 the Traffic Department announced that fines for 
traffic offences in town were to be increased by as much as 300 per cent in 
some cases. According to the Traffic Department this was necessary as the last 
time fmes were increased had been in 1987. 96 

In March 1990 the Council announced that it intended asking the Regional 
Services Council for an amount of almost R2 million in the financial year 
1990/91. The Council wanted to purchase a large water carrying fire fighting 
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vehicle at a cost of R58 000 and start with the construction of the new library 
building at a cost of Rl,2 million. 97 The need for proper fire fighting equipment 
along the Soutpansberg was underlined by the major forest fire of 1989. Again 
in 1991 damage in excess of R100 000 was caused by a fire which in 
September was responsible for the destruction of an avocado plantation and 
pineapple lands of farmers at Levubu. 98 On 17 May 1991 a large part of the 
Mountain View Hotel was destroyed by a fire. The fire most probably started 
as a result of a short circuit in the dining room or of the offices of the hotel. For 
Ms Mona Roode, who had taken over the hotel in 1989 it was a substantial 
setback. She had just spent R38 000 on improving the place." 

In September 1991 the new fire fighting truck of the municipality arrived. It 
was manufactured by Messrs. Cougar Engineering in Kempton Park and cost 
R480 000. 100 The vehicle could carry 2 000 litres of water and a further 200 
litres of foam chemicals to combat fires. 101 Local firefighting increasingly 
became a sophisticated activity. In September 1992 when a fire broke out on 
the farm Hamham on top of the mountain above Louis Trichardt, local fire 
fighters were assisted by an ORIX helicopter and crew of the Hoedspruit Air 
Force Base. 102 Through the mediation of the Northern Transvaal Regional 
Services Council a more concerted fire fighting system was developed in Louis 
Trichardt in 1993. The local Civil Defence organisation was to play an 
important part in the programme. It was also reported that fires were 
responsible for annual losses of up to R50 000 on an average. 103 

In January 1993 the construction work started on the new Fire Department of 
Louis Trichardt to the south of the library complex in town. The Regional 
Services Council made a contribution of R600 000 as part of the contribution 
for the 614m 2 building which was to accommodate six vehicles, an operations 
control room, two store rooms and an office. 104 It was completed and officially 
taken into use on 20 April 1994. 105 On 3 June 1993 several million rands worth 
of damage was caused when the wet mill of Shefeera Timbers in Louis 
Trichardt was damaged by fire, 106 

In May 1991 the Town Council approved of the tenders for the construction of 
the town library at an estimated cost of Rl,07 million. 107 The project was the 
culmination of a process which already started in February 1968 when the 
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Mayor Johan Moolman turns the first sod on the site of the new 
library. 

Source: Zoutpansberger 
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Council decided that a start had to be made to the construction of a library for 
the town. The project could not materialise. One pre-condition for the 
construction of the new library was, according to Town Clerk Hein Basson, 
that the Town Council had to pay an amount of R600 000 towards the 
construction of the building complex. 108 The building was officially opened on 
10 July 1992 by Mr. Jack Botes, Chairman of the Northern Transvaal Regional 
Services Council. 109 

In July 1993 Mr. Henk Roos succeeded Mr. Hein Basson as Town Clerk of 
Louis Trichardt. Mr. Roos who was bom and raised in Louis Tricbardt and 
worked as policeman whilst completing his B. Proc degree through the 
University of South Africa. He then became a public prosecutor before joining 
the municipality in 1990. 110 

Conservation 

On 22 April local residents were invited to share in the celebration of Earth 
Day, an international awareness day of the pollution threats to the planet. 111 At 
the beginning of August 1990 a Soutpansberg Conservation Day was held at 
the Ferdie Beyers Hall. On the occasion an amount of R10 000 was donated by 
the Regional Services Council to make provision for research into the 
conservation requirements for the Soutpansberg region. 112 In April 1991 the 
Soutpansberg Conservation Work Group got underway. A committee of two 
people had been appointed to get together all interested persons who were 
involved in conservational activities in the Soutpansberg area. 113 

The attempt by the Council to introduce plans for the development of a 
shopping complex adjacent to the N1 in town, had the effect of estranging the 
Council from conservation minded people. Over the long term this was a 
confrontation which did not auger well for the credibility of the Council. In 
more ways than one, as a result of the complex nature of the berg society, the 
Council was treading a minefield of potential opposition in a number of 
quarters. In the process of transition to a new dispensation, the old structures of 
conservational management were also beginning to lose their innate ability to 
conserve and maintain order. By February 1991 it was reported that the 
Blouberg, for long considered to be a unique eco-system, which deserved being 
conserved as a pristine area, was facing decline. Some of the last remaining 
indigenous forests of their kind in the Northern Transvaal were threatened by 
extermination, as population pressures in the area started increasing with the 
inflow of more residents to the traditional tribal areas. Conservation authorities 
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of the Lebowa government, which were themselves in the process of being 
marginalised, were concerned by the fact that within a matter of months the 
region could be severely damaged. For Mr. Chris Ferguson, a Louis Trichardt 
teacher, who had just completed a Masters thesis at the University of Cape 
Town on the ecology of the Blouberg region the only solution was for the 
residents of the Blouberg to be taken in by the authorities in the process of 
planning a conservation strategy. 114 

Farmers in the Bandelierkop area started negotiations with the Venda 
government and local organisations in an effort to put an end to poaching. In 
March 1991 a system of rewards was introduced for all information which 
could lead to the arrest of any people involved in poaching activities in the 
Bandelierkop area. 115 

As the militarisation of the Northern Transvaal started winding down the South 
African Defence Force also started giving up its conservational responsibilities. 
In the early 1990’s the Department of Defence announced that the Vhembe 
Nature Reserve on the banks of the Limpopo River was to be returned to the 
Transvaal Provincial Administration. It became a military base in 1968 when 
the Defence Force established a centre on the farm Greefswald. Between 1972- 
4 the reserve was used to treat civil service troops suffering from drug 
dependency. In 1974, as a shift in the defence requirements started taking 
place, the base became part of the operational area of the Defence Force. 
During this time the Defence Force applied principles of nature conservation in 
the reserve. It was never opened to commercial hunting. 116 In July 1993 five 
waterbuck were set free at the Air Force Base. According to Lt. A. du Plessis, 
this was the first time that any game had been settled on the base from 
elsewhere. The animals were brought by army vehicle from the Corbadraai 
Nature Reserve. 117 The reserve at the base, known as the Flurian Nature 
Reserve, was established in 1988 by the Defence Force. It covered an area of 
750 hectares and had a population of 32 kudu. 96 impala, 64 wild boar, and 31 
Zebra. " 8 Conservational activities were also increasingly in dire straits. In 
February 1994 Mr. Paul Kruger, a nature warden in Messina reported that 
increasingly more animals were being caught in snares. Sometimes the game 
was even being chased with dogs. Once the animals were too exhausted to run 
further they would be killed with spears. 119 
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Housing 

At the time of the consumer strike in Aprii-May 1990 it became evident during 
negotiations between the Council and the United Democratic Front that the 
revival, of Tshikota was essential.' 20 The Council instead tended to drag its feet 
on the matter. 121 Since January 1990 the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer 
had been busy working behind the scenes in getting some activities under way 
in Tshikota. 1 2 The Northern Transvaal Regional Services Council was very 
keen on getting the project on the go and intimated that it would be prepared to 
assist in the redevelopment of the township. At the end of 1990, the slow rate 
of progress on the improvement of Tshikota was a major factor in the decision 
of the Black people to resume the boycott of the town. At the time there was no 
electricity in the township and only a few communal taps for the use of the 
residents. 123 

Housing in Louis Trichardt was affected by the politics of the day. In 1990 only 
11 houses were built in the town as a whole. The year before 30 houses had 
been erected. 124 

In March 1991 the Transvaal Provincial Administration announced that it was 
in the process of redeveloping the township. Activities were being co-ordinated 
at the Local Co-ordinating Centre in Louis Trichardt in order to get the Town 
Council, the Black residents of the region to work together in the 
redevelopment of the township. 125 In June 1991 the Far Northern Transvaal 
Regional Services Council provided Rl,5 million for the redevelopment of 
Tshikota. The money was earmarked for the provision of the township’s 
infrastructure and services in Phase 1 of the project. 126 Then, at the start of 
1992, the Council at its monthly meeting gave the redevelopment of Tshikota a 
thumbs down. The resolution which was not supported by all the councillors, 
was to the effect that a proper impact study had not been made of the 
implications of the development. It was also felt that Louis Trichardt with a 
population of 9 000 residents was to be enhanced by a squatter population of 
more than 24 000 people. 127 The Transvaal Provincial Administration denied 
that the township was going to be developed as a squatters camp. Mr. Johan 
Bloem, Regional Director for the TPA in Petersburg, also stressed that a 
comprehensive impact study had been undertaken. It was known that Louis 
Trichardt was suffering as a result of a shortage of sufficient water resources, 
but he explained that the improvement of the town's water supply system, was 
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bound to be affected by the redevelopment of Tshikota. 128 In march 1992 the 
residents of Tshikota numbered 595 people living in an assortment of houses in 
the township, There were furthermore about 350 men resident in the township’s 
hostels. 129 In April 1992 the Transvaal Provincial Administration announced 
that 250 houses would be upgraded in the fust phase of the redevelopment, A 
further 250 houses were earmarked for improvement, once more funds came 
available. 130 

In January 1993 it was announced at the monthly Council meeting that a 
number of organisations and institutions had become active in the provision of 
housing in Tshikota. The Independent Development Trust (IDT) was to be 
responsible for the construction of 495 sites and the National Housing 
Commission (NHC) for a further 102. Another 15 sites were to be developed 
for commercial and for the purposes of the local authority. 131 

In the course of 1991 the Council also indicated that it was beginning to 
investigate the possibility of making provision for a retirement resort in Louis 
Trichardt. According to Clr. Louis Holtzhausen, the town’s climate and 
tranquility offered special opportunities which made it an ideal location for 
retirement housing. A site was identified to the south of the town’s golf course 
for the development. 132 In the Council it was anticipated that the project could 
be launched with considerable success. 133 In July 1992 special care for the aged 
received an additional boost when the Department of Health and Welfare 
notified the Council that it was prepared to provide Rl,5 million for the 
development of a service centre for the aged in Louis Trichardt. The project 
which had to be completed before the end of March 1994, was the result of an 
initiative which had been launched by the Suid-Afrikaanse Vrouefederasie of 
Louis Trichardt when they started with “Gister se Jeug’’, a care group for the 
aged in 1989. The group had grown from 68 to 200 within the space of three 
years. The new development by the central government, was aimed at 
stimulating the care for the elderly residents of the town. 134 When the centre 
was opened in July 1994 its name was changed to the SAVF Service Centre for 
the Aged and Disabled in order to accommodate also disabled people who were 
in need of specialised help in the community, according to Mrs. Susan 
Schoeman, who stood at the helm of the project. 135 In August the Christian 
Social Service announced that its local staff would also operate from the 
centre. 136 Another heartening development was the incorporation of the aged 
members of the Buys community in the Western Soutpansberg. At Buysdorp a 
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club for the aged was founded called “Gister se Jeug". Local residents, in 
conjunction with the staff of the SAVF Service Centre in Louis Trichardt, 
regularly provided services for the elderly people. 137 In this manner members of 
the Buys community were provided with specialised social support. An 
important consequence was that members of the Buys community were 
allowed, in this manner, to integrate more than ever before, with the residents 
of Louis Trichardt. 

Water 

In July 1990 the Regional Services Council made available R360 000 for the 
borehole contract of the Council to be continued. The objective was to provide 
sufficient water which could make the town independent of the water of the 
Albasini Dam. 138 The actions on the side of the Council were timely. At that 
point in time the Albasini Dam content stood at eight per cent, and with an 
annual rainfall measured at 583 mm for 1990, it was clear that the town would 
be suffering should measures not be undertaken to find sufficient water 
resources. 135 In December 1991, as no relief of the drought was in view, the 
Council decided to introduce water restrictions again. The measures which 
came into effect on 28 January 1992 were considered to be the most stringent 
in the history of the town. 140 The critical water shortage in Louis Trichardt 
required drastic measures. With the assistance of the Regional Services Council 
an investigation was undertaken by a group of engineering consultants. 
According to Mr. Carel Haupt of Water Systems Management, the solution was 
to drill a number of boreholes to the southeast of the town in the direction of 
the Albasini Dam. A further solution was considered to be the damming up of a 
part of the Limpopo River close to Messina and then pumping the water to 
Louis Trichardt. 11 

The drought had taken on critical proportions. In February 1992 the level of the 
Nyelele Dam, dropped to 1,8 per cent and the Department of Water Affairs 
declared the region served by the dam a water crisis area. 142 In July 1992 the 
Albasini was about 6 per cent full. 143 By September it only had five per cent. 144 
The idea of a dam in the Sand River once again also started gaining momentum 
along with the Limpopo River scheme. The major problem was that it would 
take a long time for these dam construction projects to be completed. 145 At the 
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end of September 1992 the Town Council announced that the town’s water 
supply from the Albasini Dam would last for only six weeks longer. Of the 
town’s ten boreholes only five were in operation, The other five were in the 
process of being equipped. Management Committee chairman, Clr. Louis 
Holtzhausen, said that if the drought continued, more stringent water 
restrictions would be announced in the course of October. 116 By February 1993 
the drought appeared to have subsided following good rains. The Council was 
careful not to be too optimistic. Despite the Albasini Dam rising to 18 per cent 
of capacity it was decided that the water restrictions would remain in force until 
later. 47 


In 1991a comprehensive water scheme, funded by the Northern Transvaal 
Regional Services Council, was provided to the Buys Community of Buysdotp. 
The project was intended to serve an estimated 140 households with sufficient 
water. 148 For this one of the oldest settler communities in the Soutpansbcrg, the 
provision of water was a great service. For community leader, Mr. Simeon 
Buys, the greatest advantage of the new water system was that water could now 
be connected for use inside the houses. 149 


Education 

As the rationalisation of rural schools started setting in, some schools such as 
the Laerskool Soekmekaar (founded in 1906) which by 1992 had only 42 
pupils, took applied special methods to try and attract more children. 160 At 
Vivo, a somewhat different approach was the order of the day. The school 
which had come into existence in 1920, had a substantial local population of 
pupils and consequently saw a future for itself. The staff at the school started 
focusing in on providing children with the best in modem technology in order 
to keep them abreast of new developments in education. Children were for 
example trained in advanced computer skills from an early stage in their 
training. 161 

In February 1992 Mr. Julian Visser, one of the planners of so-called 
“volkskole” addressed a number of people at Vivo. At the time there were three 
of these schools in South Africa: at Orania, Danieiskuil and Welkom. Mr. 
Visser told the local press that he had been invited by interested parents in 
Soutpansberg (specifically from Louis Trichardt, Dendron and Soekmekaar) to 
talk with them about the concept. He explained that the educadonal system 
provided by the government was in the process of decline and the objective was 
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to introduce high technology education which could equip children with a 
proficiency in the Afrikaans culture. 152 

In the course of 1992 the issue of Model A,B or C schools was being hotly 
debated in Louis Trichardt. The issue which was a national phenomenon 
revolved around the granting of autonomy to the schools. In view of proposed 
government cut backs it was required of White schools to start financing the 
greater part of their own activities. Soutpansberg Laerskool, Louis Trichardt 
Lacrskool, as well as the high school were in favour of the Model C option. 153 

The Town Council also showed its active support for education in Louis 
Trichardt when it donated an amount of R85 000 to the three schools in Louis 
Trichardt. Increasingly it was required of parents to help pay for the 
maintenance of the schooling and tuition services provided by the local schools 
as the central government was no longer able to finance the costly system of 
education. Mayor, Clr. Johan Moolman said that the money was intended to be 
used for the benefit of the children at the schools in town. 154 

In 1992 the Molozi School at Piesanghoek, with 120 pupils was making good 
progress under the guidance of Mss Amanda Colley and Nicky Main, two 
teachers from Britain. They had been sent over by Project Trust, a British 
initiative to teach at the school. The school had been started some years before 
by the Clover family. 155 

In March 1992 the Masedi Primary School of Tshikota had 88 children. The 
principal was Mr. I. Shibambo. He was assisted by Mrs. M.T. Raletjana. 156 

In August 1993 the Cadet Band of the Hoerskool Louis Trichardt won the Far 
Northern Transvaal Cadet Band Competition for High Schools in the A 
Division. This was after the band, only in July, started practicing in the 
particular division. 157 In the same month the Schoemansdal Veld School 
underwent yet another change in its long history when the nature of the school 
was changed to that of an Environmental Training Centre. The Veld school had 
its origins at De Hoek Forest near Tzaneen before it was moved in 1976 to 
Happy Rest. Annually about 12 000 children visited the school annually over 
the years. 158 

In March 1994 a former rector of the University of Venda, Prof. Pieter du 
Plessis held talks with representatives of the Town Council on the possibility of 
establishing a satellite campus of the Vanderbijlpark Vaal Triangle Technikon 
in Louis Trichardt. The specific technikon already had campuses in Klerksdorp, 
Secunda and Kempton Park. According to Prof. Du Plessis, the technikon was 
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interested in undertaking the project, providing there was a demand for the 
facility. Clr. Louis Holtzhausen was particularly keen on the potential 
development of the Technikon in Louis Trichardt. He explained that the town 
was surrounded by a vast area which could provide many students. 159 A general 
complaint of people along the mountain increasingly was the fact that there was 
a shortage of tertiary educational centres. The young people of the region had 
to go to the Witwatersrand if they wanted to be trained in certain technical and 
much sought after areas of commerce and industry. 160 

Violence and crime 

In the transition period violence also started increasing. In February 1991 Mrs. 
Anita Strydom (44) of the Lwamondo Meat Centre, on the order between 
Venda and Levubu, was stabbed to death in the family’s house on the farm. 161 
There were also the success stories such as when Mrs. Berendina Janse van 
Vuuren (69) who was able to bewilder a potential burglar from her 
smallholding outside the town in May 1991. 162 In the face of increasing crime 
the local Neighborhood Watch was well organised and frequently held special 
meetings were residents of the town were given the opportunity to acquire 
more information on ways in which they could protect themselves more 
effectively against burglary and attack. 163 The South African Police played an 
active role in keeping residents of the Soutpansberg area aware of the best ways 
in which to combat crime, especially in isolated farming areas. 164 At a time 
when crime was generally rife and reports frequently surfaced of being 
uncontrollable the police gave the assurance that crime had not risen 
significantly in Louis Trichardt since 1984. 165 This did not prevent the 
community from locally registering its partnership of the South African 
Police’s “Adopt-a-Cop" project. 166 

Communications 

In April 1991 it was announced that a deputation of the Town Council, the 
Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer, Adv. T. Langley the MP for the region 
as well as representatives of Venda would and the local Black taxi operators, 
would have talks with the government on the development of the Nl.’ 67 
According to the Town Clerk, Mr. Hein Basson, the road was without a doubt 
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one of the most dangerous roads in the whole Transvaal. 168 By the time talks 
were held between the town’s representatives and the government, the matter 
was by no means resolved in as far as the funds had to be procured for the 
improvement of the road. Private initiatives were responsible for certain 
strategic road developments taking place in the region. On 5 June 1991 the road 
between Messina and the Venetia Mine was officially opened by Mr. Kobus 
van Jaarsveldt, a director of the De Beers Mining Group. The 87,7 km road 
between Messina and the mine was built at a cost of R40million for the account 
of the mining company. 169 

The N1 remained a problem. In October 1992 high profile talks were held in 
Louis Trichardt over the road, Local politicians and community leaders 
confronted the roads department head on and explained that the situation could 
not persist. Management Committee chairman, Louis Holtzshausen openly 
questioned the validity of the Department of Transport’s statistics relating to 
traffic using the road. Dr. Beyers van Rensburg, Chairman of the District 
Development Association, in a humorous quip remarked that the officials of the 
Department of Transport had come for the occasion to the gateway of Africa 
(Louis Trichardt) and they followed the proverbial narrow road. 170 

In September 1993 it was announced that construction work on the N1 between 
Pietersburg and Matoks was to start early in January 1994 at an estimated cost 
of R26 million. 171 According to Dr. Schippie Scheepers there was considerable 
concern in the Department of Transport over the road to Louis Trichardt. 172 As 
a result of other priorities, such as for example the road between Pietersburg 
and Middelfontein which had to be built at a cost of R400 million, the work on 
the Far North N1, was being delayed. 

At the start of 1994 Louis Trichardt was incorporated in the regional radio 
programmes of a new service provided by the South African Broadcasting 
Corporation. Mr. Dirk Kleinschmidt, the Manager in Chief of the broadcaster 
announced that the service was being introduced from Pietersburg on the 
normal wavelengths of Radio Jacaranda for some hours of the day. The 
objective was to provide the region’s Afrikaans and English speakers with 
radio programmes which were of local interest. 173 By March 1994 
transmissions of the radio station, now known as Radio Maroela (RMFM) were 
presented daily between 12:00 and 16:00 from Pietersburg. 174 
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Sports 

In July 1991 ex local school boy De Wet van Wyk (21) was chosen for the 
South African Universities Karate team. 175 In April 1992 Chanmari Venter (16) 
became the first athlete of Louis Trichardt to win an item at the SA Junior 
Athletics Championships. She won the 3 000 m for girls under 17 and the 1 500 
metres for girls under 19. 176 In 1991 the Soutpansberg Micro Flyers Club was 
formed with Mr. Roelf Palm as the chairman. 1 7 

In August 1993 the Louis Trichardt First Rugby team made history when they 
managed for the first time in the history to win the coveted Tom Naude League 
by beating the first team of Pietersburg 28-14 in the final. Under Captain 
Gideon van Zyl, the team’s pack of forwards made it possible for them to score 
a victory with hard driving play. 118 On 29 November 1993 Soutpansberg 
Primary School extended a hearty welcome to its head boy of 1979. He was 
Springbok rugby fullback Gavin Johnson, who visited his school after having 
reached the top mark of his sporting career at the start of the 1990’s. l7sl Gavin 
was bom in town on 17 October 1966 and played cricket for his school’s first 
XI. He also played in the Far North Cricket Team. 180 
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Chapter 16 


The period of irreconcilable political objectives 1994-8 


Prior to the April 1994 election, it was generally anticipated that the success of 
South Africa’s political future lay in the creation of a sound system of local 
government. In an environment in which a global culture of communications and 
economic interaction was in the process of becoming the order of the day, the 
ordinary citizen developed a very particular need to be governed well in the local 
environment. In the new dispensation the accent was on a democratic form of 
government with very special provisions for individual rights and a respect for the 
multi-cultural context of society. For Louis Trichardt in particular, the new 
constitutional dispensation had much to offer. If the complex community of people 
at the foot of the Soutpansberg, could cultivate an environment of constructive 
interaction in local government, many areas of historical conflict could be 
eliminated. It was much easier said than done. 

On 20 April 1994, a week before the national election, a local forum was 
established at a meeting held at the Bergwater Hotel in Louis Trichardt, to discuss 
the future of local government in the town. Representatives of the Town Council, 
along with those of the Tshikota Co-ordinating Committee, Tshikota Residents 
Committee, the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer, the Schoemansdal 
Geloftefeeskomitee, the Vuwani Local Government Council, the District 
Agricultural Union, the Rolarians, Junior Rapportryers, Vleifontein, Waterval and 
Sinthumule and the major political parties were present. The major issue up for 
discussion was the geographical region the new transitional local council had to 
serve. For the ANC’s, Mr. Erasmus Phophi, it had to include the town, Tshikota, 
Eltivillas, as well as Vleifontein and Sinthumule. Mayor Johan Moolman was of 
the opinion that the new Council had to comprise Tshikota, Eltivillas and Louis 
Trichardt town. The meeting was marked by an apparent inability for the 
negotiating parties to reach consensus on any significant matters. 1 

The following meeting, on Monday 2 May, saw the negotiators even more at 
loggerheads. Whilst the majority of town councillors tended to favour a co¬ 
ordinating committee, the non-statutory representatives wanted a transitional local 
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government. 2 By the end of July 1994 members of the political structures in 
Vleifontein, Waterval, Elim, Sinthumule and Kutama held talks in preparation for 
a meeting scheduled with the Louis Trichardt Town Council on 8 August, The 
point of contention was that the Louis Trichardt Council wanted to introduce, in 
terms of the rulings of the new government, a Local Government Co-ordinating 
Committee (LGCC) whereas the non-statutory participants in the talks wanted a 
Transitional Local Council (TLC). 3 

When the meeting did take place, Mr. W. Madonsela, an official from the office of 
the Provincial MEC for Housing and Local Government, observed that the point 
of conflict was evident with the representatives of the Town Council standing firm 
in their resolve to incorporate only Eitivillas and Tshikota in the new local 
authority. Mr. Madonsela, who arrived late for the meeting, did not appear to be 
able to keep the two contending groups apart. The two opposing camps spent 
upwards of three hours arguing their respective positions. 4 Another meeting was 
held at the start of October 1994. Also then a political compromise could not be 
found. Consequently it was decided that the matter had to be referred to Mr. John 
Dombo, the MEC for the Northern Province, responsible for Housing and Local 
Government. 5 A follow up meeting on 17 October, also ended in a deadlock 
situation. 6 

As the new political dispensation in the country was beginning to take shape, the 
activities of the Louis Trichardt municipality were grinding to a halt. Political in¬ 
fighting prevented the local authority from doing its job properly. In September 
1994 the Council came under fire from irate residents who earlier in the year 
started complaining about “stink water”. Municipal officials frequently did not 
respond in a proper manner to inquiries made by the public. 7 On 14 September 
about 90 residents held a meeting at the golf club to discuss the possibility of 
starting a Ratepayers’ Association in an effort "to see to it that councillors did 
their job”. 8 The meeting then appointed Messrs. B. van Heerden as chairman, P. 
Perold as deputy chairman, D. Schemper as secretary, G. Coetzee as treasurer and 
D. Boshoff, J. de Bruyn, V. Jacobs and Dr. Suwill Rudolph as additional 
members. 9 
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At the first formal meeting of the Ratepayers’ Association, held on 26 October, 
hardly any people attended. Clr. Louis Holtzhausen explained to the meeting how 
the councillors felt. It was, he said, totally unacceptable for Louis Trichardt to 
incorporate any other areas than Tshikota and Eltivillas. If the service area of the 
Council had to cover a radius of 50 kilometres it would mean that at least 500 000 
people would have to obtain their services from the town. Louis Trichardt was 
unable render proper services. 10 

Meanwhile the Louis Trichardt Civic Association let its voice be heard by 
protesting against the formation of a Ratepayers’ Association. According to Mr. 
H.E. Ramakhanya, the chairman of the Civic Association there was no need for 
another organisation to see to the interests of the town’s residents. He said that the 
Civic Association stood for improving the life of all people in the town, 
irrespective of race, sex, class and geographical location. Clr. Louis Holtzhausen 
criticised the statements of the Civic Association’s leader on the grounds that 
certain remarks he had made in respect of apartheid were unfounded. 11 

In November the situation of political deadlock became more precarious when it 
was announced that the provincial government had to identify a capital for the 
sub-region which included Thohoyandou, Messina and Louis Trichardt. 12 Louis 
Trichardt's local politicians' inability to put their political house in order meant 
that the town was in a disadvantaged position. In Messina, by comparison, 
substantial progress had been made with the transition to the new form of local 
government. The chances were that the provincial government, could easily 
bestow the honours of ‘sub-regional capital’ on Messina. Economically Louis 
Trichardt would then have suffered. At the Civic Centre these realities were 
contemplated and, despite the realisation that they were fighting against 
substantial odds, the Council nevertheless put in a bid to become the regional 
capital. 13 

In January 1995 the playing field for interaction was prepared more thoroughly 
when negotiations forums were created in numerous places along the 
Soutpansbcrg and in Venda in preparation for the local elections scheduled to be 
held later in the year. According to the responsible official of the provincial 
government, Mr. Danie Botha, problems were experienced in establishing forums 
in places outside the major centres of Messina and Louis Trichardt, The forums 
had to be registered by 27 January 1995. 14 It was also evident that the residents of 
places like Elira, and especially Vleifontein, were not interested in establishing 
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their own local forums. They insisted on being part of the Louis Trichardt forum. 
At Kutama and Sinthumule, as was the case in Vivo and Waterpoort, forums were 
established without any problems. 15 At a meeting held at Elim where 
representatives of 18 different local councils got together to discuss the 
Tshitale/Hlanganani Local Government Negotiations Forum, it was clear that 
confrontation would be the order of the day. Specifically the local branch of the 
South African National Civic Association (SANCO) was articulate in its 
opposition to recommendations made by Mr. Mpho Mokgale, a representative of 
the Provincial government. Mr. Maplanka Baloyi let it be known that SANCO 
wanted for Elim, Shirley, Waterval, Vleifontein and Valdezia to be incorporated 
into the Louis Trichardt Forum. 16 

In the case of Louis Trichardt the issue of the local forum was postponed until the 
matter could be taken up by an arbitration board, At the same time the Premier of 
the Northern Province, Mr. Ngoako Ramathlodi, and his MEC for Housing and 
Local Government, John Dombo, came under fire from Mr. Dries Bruwer of the 
Transvaal Agricultural Union for not getting the White farmers in on the process 
of preparing the way. Similar complaints were lodged by the Communist Party’s 
leadership in the Soutpansberg region. By contrast with the apparent chaos 
elsewhere in the Vuwani-Levubu area it was possible to establish a forum of 24 
members of which 10 came from traditional chieftaincies and 10 from Levubu. 17 

On 23 January 1995 the Arbitrations Board sat on the issue of Louis Trichardt’s 
local government area. The board, comprising Clr. H. van Zyl of Nylstroom, Aid. 
John Genis of Messina and Mr. J. Madonsela from the office of the MEC for 
Housing and Local Government in the province, decided that the Louis Trichardt 
forum area would consist of Louis Trichardt, Kutama, Sinthumule, Tshikota and 
Eltivillas. 18 All parties were not satisfied with the arrangement, At Vleifontein Mr. 
Sam Mafela of the Vleifontein All Structure Forum, let it be known that they 
would not be part of the Elim Rural Forum. They were intent on becoming part of 
the Louis Trichardt Forum. 19 Clr. Louis Holtzhausen, was dissatisfied about the 
inclusion of Kutama and Sinthumule because he was of the opinion that it was a 
rural environment with more than 20 villages which hardly had any sewerage, 
storm water, proper roads and electricity. 20 

Neighbouring Messina meanwhile set the pace, not only as far as the region was 
concerned, but also the whole province, when it became the first local authority to 
form its Local Transitional Council. The Council consisted of 12 members, of 
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which six were from Messina and six were from Nancefield. The new mayor of 
the Council was Aid. Jack Klaff. 21 

On 13 February 1995 the Greater Louis Trichardt Transitional Local Council 
(TLC) came into existence when names of 24 new councillors for the new Louis 
Trichardt Transitional Council were published in a notice in the Provincial 
Gazette , 22 The nine existing town councillors were once again members of the new 
Council. There was also an additional new member - Mr. C.E. Terblanche of the 
Conservative Party. There were two members of the Indian Management 
Committee, Messrs A.A. Chaya and N.M. Desai. The non-statutory component’s 
members were Mss. E. Leshivha and M. Manyuwa, and Messrs. N.P. Magwala, T. 
Mashau, N.E. Matodzi, V. Mmbadalinga, M.J. Murulane, M. Ndholvu, S. Noor, 
T.E. Ramkhanya M.D. Ramovha and M.R. Selepe. 23 

On 17 February the first meeting of the new Louis Trichardt Transitional Local 
Council was held. The surprise development was when Mr. Solly Noor was voted 
in as chairman of the Management Committee. Aid. Johan Moolman was once 
again the Mayor. In a statement issued following his election, Or. Noor explained: 

As a new dispensation breaks in our town like all over the country, it is 
natural that there are fears and uncertainties, however I would like to 
ensure the entire community of the Greater Louis Trichardt area that 
nothing will change dramatically. 24 

As the realities of a new and changed dispensation were beginning to siphon 
through to the ground level of the ordinary folk, the inactivity of the Conservative 
Party also started changing. In the election of 1994 the CP did not participate, as a 
gesture of protest. This time the party did not want to be left out. Clr. C.E. 
Terblanche, leader of the CP in Soutpansberg, called on supporters to participate, 
because: 

Hierdie verkiesing gee aan die Boere Afrikaners en lotsverbonde 
patriotte die guide geleentheid om te demonstreer dat die verkiesing 
van 1994 nie die wil geblus het om selfbeskikking na te streef nie. Ons 
kan bewys dat die identiteit van die boere behoue gebly het en in die 
toekoms uitgebou en verstewig sal word. Daarom die toetrede van die 
KP tot die verkiesing. 25 
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Meanwhile several political parties in town decided to co-operate. Instead of 
opposing each other, they formed the Louis Trichardt Residents’ Alliance. The 
members were the National Party, Freedom Front, Ratepayers Association and the 
Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer. The candidates for the upcoming election 
were to be nominated from the members of the alliance. 26 Its management 
committee consisted of Mr. Barend van Ileerden (Ratepayers’ Association), Mr. 
Dick Kristen (NP), Clr. Pieter Botha (FF), and Clr. L. Iioltzhausen (Independent). 
The CP’s Mr. C.E. Terblanche indicated there were certain issues which made it 
impossible for the CP to participate. They had ‘open’ (multiracial) membership. 27 
The initial candidates of the Residents’ Alliance in the election scheduled for 
September 1995, were Clr. Louis Holtzhausen (Ward 9), Clr. Brink Schlcssinger 
(Ward 8), Clr. Schallie van Schalkwyk (Ward 7) and Dr. Suwill Rudolph (Ward 
10), In terms of the rulings for the election a total of 16 councillors were to be 
elected on a proportional list. This was to be determined by the number of votes 
brought out in favour of any specific party. The other 10 councillors were to be 
appointed in the different wards, Five of the wards were in statutory areas (e.g. 
Louis Trichardt and Eltivillas) while the other five wards were situated in 
Sinthumule, Kutama and Tshikota. A further two ex officio members were to serve 
on the Council. They were the two tribal chiefs. 28 

In the period leading up to the election fierce fighting was the order of the day at 
Council meetings. At the monthly meeting of March 1995 a heated debate was 
sparked off when the Management Committee recommended to Council that the 
debates, minutes and ad hoc meetings of the local authority should forthwith be 
conducted in the English language. Especially members of the FF and CP 
protested. The ANC responded by having a member speak in Venda. It was later 
resolved that the language would be English. 29 Outside the Council chamber there 
were also voices of discontent. The Louis Trichardt Rapportryerskorps protested 
against the decision, stating that it was in contravention of Art. 20(2) of the 
Interim Constitution. The Rapportryers felt it was unfair, in a town where a large 
number of ratepayers were Afrikaans speaking, for the councillors not to be able to 
speak in Afrikaans. 30 

The issue of the incorporation of the outlying areas into the new TLC, was still 
hanging in the air. On 2 May 1995, out of the blue a proclamation was issued by 
the office of the MEC for Provincial Housing and Local Government in which 
provision was made for the incorporation of Vleifontein into the Greater Louis 
Trichardt Transitional Local Council. An urgent meeting was held on the matter in 
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Council. Nobody could determine precisely why the alterations had been made. It 
was evident that there was considerable discontent amongst residents of the former 
Tshikota for having been relocated in the 1980’s. Mr. Maplanka Baloyi, a member 
of the Greater Elim Transitional Council also slammed the exclusion of Waterval 
from the Louis Trichardt Council. 31 The following week it was made known that 
also the residents of Waterval wanted to be incorporated into the Greater Louis 
Trichardt. 32 In the face of threats by the Louis Trichardt Transitional Local 
Council that it was going to undertake legal steps, the ANC’s Vleifontein 
secretary, Mr. Moses Tseli, said Vleifontein should have been included in Louis 
Trichardt right from the start. The residents of the township had been removed 
from Tshikota earlier. More than 90 per cent of them were still working in Louis 
Trichardt. 33 Mr. Sam Bambo, an official in the office of the MEC for Housing and 
Local Government, said the decision to incorporate the residents of Vleifontein 
into Louis Trichardt followed after he had held talks with representatives of 
Vleifontein. 34 

Meanwhile the TLC of Louis Trichardt on 30 May held a meeting to discuss the 
matter. The objective was to get approval to start preparing an urgent application 
to the Supreme Court to declare the incorporation of Vleifontein invalid. The TLC 
claimed it had under no circumstances been consulted before the decision was 
made by the MEC. Members of the Vleifontein community who attended the 
meeting said afterwards they were still prepared to go on fighting to have the 
township incorporated into Louis Trichardt. 3S At one point MEC John Dombo, 
retracted the proclamation which incorporated Vleifontein. At a special meeting of 
the TLC on 14 June 1995, it was mentioned that the provincial government 
conceded that steps to have Vleifontein incorporated in the Louis Trichardt TLC, 
could not be taken without consulting the parties affected by the arrangement. 36 

At the beginning of August 1995 talks were held between representatives of the 
Louis Trichardt TLC, the Vleifontein grouping and Mr. Dombo. The MEC called 
on the parties to work towards reaching consensus. Mr. Dombo, according to the 
local press, was clearly sympathetic to the Vleifontein argument for incorporation. 
Aid. Johan Moolman, the Mayor of Louis Trichardt, then took on the provincial 
government for not having made available any of the Reconstruction and 
Development (RDP) funds which had been asked in order for the development of 
Sinthumule and Kutama. 37 The state of underdevelopment, it transpired, was the 
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single important reason for the majority of White Councillors of Louis Trichardt, 
not wanting to incorporate the outlying areas. They were also skeptical of the 
government’s ability to uplift the communities in due course. 


At its August meeting the Louis Trichardt TLC accepted, with protestation on the 
side of Clr. C.E. Terblanche, the inclusion of Vleifontein and adjacent farms into 
the area of jurisdiction of the Greater Louis Trichardt TLC. However the Mayor, 
Aid. Johan Moolman indicated that he considered taking the matter to the 
Electoral Court, in the light of a letter he had received from Mr. Roelf Meyer, the 
Minister of Constitutional Development. 38 


The difficulty in attending to the needs of diverse sectors of the community proved 
to be more than evident in October 1995 when the Louis Trichardt TLC had to 
make a decision on the continued services of a number of municipal workers who 
had gone on strike. For a considerable period of time the workers caused 
stoppages to important capital development projects of the TLC. 39 On 4 October 
the TLC made a statement to the effect dial it intended firing a number of 
municipal workers who had been on strike since 18 September. The workers who 
were members of the South African Municipal Workers Union (SAMWU) 
demanded an increase of more than 100 per cent, from R404 to R826 per month. 
The wage increase was introduced on 1 July 1995. In view of the fact that the TLC 
had apparently agreed to all the demands of the workers, it was decided to fire 
them 1 ® 


The majority of the Council approved of the decision. The irony was that the 
majority of the Council were part of the ANC alliance. In view of these 
developments the Congress of South African Trade Unions (Cosatu) announced it 
intended introducing a boycott against the town. 41 There appeared to be 
considerable uncertainty and confusion at the time. Internal political alliances 
were re-established. Then, on 20 October when a final decision had to be taken on 
the matter, the non-statutory members of the Council (predominantly ANC 
members) decided to walk out of a special meeting which was held with the 
objective of making the final decision as to whether they had to be fired. The crisis 
started when one of the councillors tried to convince the Council to have the 
decision set aside for firing the workers. A number of other councillors were 
opposed to it, In an effort to stave off a crisis and deadlock situation Clr. Solly 
Noor tried to get the Council to find consensus on the matter. Eventually when the 
matter was brought to the vote, the non-statutory component of the Council 
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decided to walk out of the meeting after they realised they would probably lose the 
vote on the issue. 42 At the Council meeting of 30 October 1995, the workers were 
re-employed. 43 

When voters throughout South Africa went to the polls on November 1 to bring 
out their vote in the local elections, the voting booths in Louis Trichardt did not 
open. The High Court had shortly before passed a judgement, with costs, in the 
favour of the TLC. The matter was part of a technical error when tire TLC at one 
of its earlier meetings decided to bring in traditional rulers as ex officio members 
of the Council. This was not in line with a 60:40 ratio between proportional 
candidates and ward candidates. The matter was then referred to the High Court, 
and consequently the matter prevented the election from taking place 44 The MEC, 
Mr. John Dombo, who attended the meeting of the Council, on 30 October, the 
evening before the election, according to Zoiitpansberger, was very angry at what 
was happening and criticised the Council for not wanting to accept change and 
standing in the way of democracy. 45 Clr. Solly Noor, later described the events 
surrounding the cancellation of the election in Louis Trichardt as one of the worst 
experiences of his first term as chairman of the executive committee of the TLC. 46 
In statements to the press following the fiasco both the statutory and non-statutory 
members of the Council blamed each other. The non-statutory members of the 
Council laid the blame on the Mayor, Aid. Johan Moolman, who made the casting 
vote, to determine that the election would not go ahead. 47 The Mayor in turn laid 
the blame before the door of the MEC, Mr. John Dombo, who allegedly acted in 
an irresponsible manner on the issue that was being discussed. 48 

As the election in Louis Trichardt was postponed a mud slinging battle between 
the ANC alliance decided to stage a protest march through the streets of Louis 
Trichardt. 49 The statutory component in turn blamed the ANC of emotionalism in 
the matter. 50 Local attorney, Mr. Leon Klaff in a letter to the press cynically 
remarked that the mess in which the Council found itself proved one point: 
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There are no free lunches in Local Government and the Ratepayer 
always pays. 51 

At the November monthly meeting of the Council the election was postponed to 
27 March 1996. 52 This date was soon in jeopardy again when in January 1996 the 
Council met and debated the decision by the Northern Province Premier to include 
Kutama and Sinthumule in the Greater Louis Trichardt. 59 

On 28 February 1996 the Supreme Court ruled that the matter of the borders of the 
Greater Louis Trichardt be referred back to the MEC, Mr. John Dombo. The 
demarcation of the area had to be completed not later than 7 March. Mr. Dombo 
was also instructed to express his views to the Provincial Committee before March 
12, whereupon a decision had to be taken by the committee. Mr. Dombo’s 
department was responsible for all the court costs involved, except for the costs 
incurred by the two traditional chiefs Sinthumule and Kutama. It was estimated 
that the legal costs could be as much as R500 000. 5,1 

In his comment Clr. Solly Noor, with a sense of abject dejection explained: 

The whole process cost nearly half a million rand an no-one won, 

while Clr. Louis Holtzhausen blamed the provincial government for having 
‘bungled’ the issue on two occasions. 55 

The tactics of delaying the transition to a new dispensation, proved to be futile in 
some respects. In others, it gave some of the minority political parties in the 
province the opportunity to get their strategies in order. In the Northern Province 
(as the former Northern Transvaal Province was later named) the Freedom Front 
started organising in an association for councillors. The objective was to see to the 
interests of Freedom Front councillors and operate an entity which could speak on 
behalf of all f them in the province. 56 But this arrangement did not really hold in 
any benefit for the political battle being fought in the TLC chamber of Louis 
Trichardt. At two consecutive meetings of the TLC the issue of the incorporation 
of Kutama and Sinthumule was discussed, following the Supreme Court ruling 
that the MEC re-submit his proposals for the inclusion of areas into the Greater 
Louis Trichardt. The statutory component of the Council argued in favour of the 
incorporation of Eltivillas, Tshikota, Vleifontein and the farms in between. The 
non-statutory component argued in favour of the inclusion of Kutama and 
Sinthumule. At the first meeting on 4 March the non-statutory component walked 
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out of the meeting when a vote had to be taken on the matter. At the second 
meeting on 5 March, 12 councillors voted in favour of the exclusion of Kutama 
and Sinthumule, while 10 councillors did not bring out a vote. The non-stalntory 
component of the Council later let it be known that they were not in favour of the 
decision which had been taken. 57 

Following the umpteenth deadlock on the issue, a consumer boycott was once 
again lodged under the auspices of the ANC and SANCO. Boycott spokesperson, 
Patrick Sikhutshe, explained that the objective of the boycott was to apply 
pressure on the Transitional Council for the incorporation of Sinthumule and 
Kutama into the Louis Trichardt TLC. 58 The ANC’s Ian Madikoto explained that 
the boycott was aimed at the “conservative Transitional Council”. It was intended 
primarily as a device to get at the town’s business community. Mr. Don 
Nkadimeng, the Provincial chairman of the Azanian Peoples’ Organisation 
(Azapo) let it be known that the boycott his organisation was supporting had to be 
aimed also against the Black business community. 59 

When nominations closed for the election which was scheduled for 29 May 1996, 
indications were that the voters of Louis Trichardt town only needed to go to the 
polls to cast a vote in two of the wards. In Ward 6 Aid. Johan Moolman was to be 
opposed by Messrs. Len Lemmer 60 and Obie Oberholzer. In Ward 10 a three 
cornered contest was scheduled between Clrs. Amie Chhaya, Neran Desai and Dr. 
Suwill Rudolph. It was still required of all the voters in town to bring out their 
vote for the proportional list of candidates. 61 In Ward 1 (West Kutama) there was 
also a three cornered fight scheduled between Messrs M.N. Mabila (ANC), F.M. 
Ramabulana (NP) and M.D. Nthabalala (PAC). In the remaining area of Kutama, 
Ward 2, I.P. Mutshinyali (ANC), M.R. Lerumo (NP) and M.P. Murwamphiya 
(PAC) faced each lother. In Ward 4, Sinthumule, P. Sikhutshi (ANC), N.E. 
Ramunenyiwa (NP) and T.M. Mashau (PAC) contested the seat. Ward 5 
comprised Vleifontein and the adjacent farms where M.E. Malima (ANC), L.M. 
Phulwana (NP) and M.D. Maliage (PAC) were scheduled to fight it out. The wards 
in Louis Trichardt had on an average 900 voters whilst the wards in Sinthumule 
and Kutama on average had 4 000 voters. 62 

When the election eventually took place on 29 May 1996 it was a runaway victory 
for the ANC. A total of 66,4 per cent of the electorate went to the polls. Of the 17 
770 voters who pitched up, 14 084 voted for the ANC, 1 932 voted for the 
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Residents Alliance, 1 209 for the NP and 546 for the PAC. The proportional 
candidates who were elected to Council were: Solly Noor, Julia Ramadawa, 
Eccles Matodzi, Jubline Ramabulana and Barend van Heerden. The councillors for 
the different wards were Norman Madila (Ward 1); Phineas Kutama (Ward 2); 
Isaac Mutshinyali (Ward 3), Patrick Sikhutshi (Ward 4), Edward Malima (Ward 
5), Johan Moolman (Ward 6), Schallie van Schalkwyk (Ward 7), Brink 
Schlessingcr (Ward 8), Louis Holtzhausen (Ward 9) and Suwill Rudolph (Ward 
10). 63 

The first Black Mayor of Louis Trichardt, the 32-year old Clr. Patrick Sikhutshe 
who was voted into office shortly after the May 1996 election, was a man with a 
mission. He was intent on improving the living conditions of the majority of 
people living in Louis Trichardt. A teacher by profession, Clr. Sikhutshe, was bom 
in the Soutpansberg and grew up in the small village of Magau in the Sinthumule 
area. He attended a local Catholic school and later completed his secondary 
education at the Litshovhu Secondary School in Madombidzha. A shortage of 
funds prevented him from going to medical school and he consequently enrolled at 
the Venda College of Education (Veco) and served in 1987-8 on the Students 
Representative Council. In 1989 he started teaching at the Jonathan Secondary 
School. He later became a partner in a taxi business and remained active in social 
activities of the community. He was a chairperson of the Young Christian 
Workers, served on the executive of what was later to turn into the South African 
Democratic Teachers Union (SADTU) and also served as chairman of the Magau 
Civic Association. 64 

As Mayor, he explained in an interview, the most important task that had to be 
performed was to provide basic services, especially electricity to the people. He 
also put it clearly that all the town's residents had to share in the wealdi of the 
community. There was no sense in having two communities operating side by 
side. 65 

The approach of the new government in the Council made for substantial political 
fireworks. One of the controversial areas of policy was the idea of affirmative 
action. After the resignation of the Town Clerk, Mr. Hein Basson, in August 1996, 
there was a move within the Council to try and secure an affirmative action 
appointment. The matter led to a fiery debate in the Council, 66 Shortly afterwards 
the Ratepayers’ Association strongly criticised the proposed appointment and took 
the matter to the Northern Province Premier, Mr. Ngoako Ramathlodi. There were 
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The first Black Mayor of Louis Trichardt, Clr. Shikutsi is 
congratulated by Town Clerk Hein Basson. 
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meanwhile rumours that two members of the ANC’s executive committee in the 
substructure had applied for the post. It was also disclosed that Mr. Ruben 
Rambadu, chairman of the local ANC substructure, had applied for the post of 
“manager in training" at the TLC. Mr. Isiah Mphaphuli an additional member of 
the substructure, had apparently applied for the post of Town Clerk. The 
Ratepayers meanwhile warned the Council they would not tolerate the actions of 
certain councillors who thought they were above the law. 67 In December 1996 Mr. 
Vic Viljoen, the Town Treasurer, who had more than 30 years’ experience in local 
government, was appointed as Town Clerk. 68 By making this decision the TLC 
clearly indicated that it did not want to finish up merely in a web of political 
conflict. At the same time, there was an indication that the complex system of 
government which was evolving, required great skill and experience on the side of 
the chief executive officer. The decision to appoint Mr. Viljoen, ultimately proved 
to be right. 

Louis Trichardt, like the rest of the Soutpansberg after the election of 1994, was in 
a precarious state of disarray as far as social interaction and civil co-existence was 
concerned. Racial tolerance frequently reached a low point in the regional society. 
In January 1997 three White men appeared in the Louis Trichardt magistrate’s 
court after having allegedly hung up Messrs. Thomas Molea (20) and Collen 
Ramabulana (25) in bags and assaulting them with pick handles. 69 Shortly before 
Mayor Patrick Sikhutshi was accused of writing a threatening letter to a White 
resident of a plot near the township of Madombidzha. 70 Incidents of this nature 
were similar to the state of affairs elsewhere in South Africa. In many cases the 
thin veneer of social tolerance wore thin as more and more White civil servants 
faced being axed in favour of affirmative action appointments in many sectors of 
the civil service. 

What was a matter of concern in the case of Louis Trichardt was that the Mayor, 
was considered by some members of the Council as not being fit for office. The 
six councillors of the Residents’ Association at the April meeting of the Council, 
asked for the matter to be discussed by the meeting. The ANC councillors opposed 
it. 71 

The political mud slinging then started taking on greater proportions with the 
Limpopo Branch of the ANC labeling the Residents’ Association representatives 
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in the TLC as a group as ‘Far Rightwingers who were baptised in the ideologies of 
racial superiority’. They were also described as the: 

descendents of those who terrorised, murdered, tortured, assassinated, 
bombed and drove into exile their fellow citizens who championed the 
fight for democracy in South Africa. 72 

The Residents Association in turn defended itself by claiming that the ANC’s 
unwillingness to be transparent in its treatment of the controversy around the 
Mayor, could lead to an investigation by the Public Defender. 73 In his response 
Mr. Mike Holford, leader of the Democratic Party, expressed a deep concern over 
the nature of the rhetoric of the ANC which did not encourage people to co¬ 
operate. 7,1 

Despite the criticism of the Mayor by the opposition, Clr. Sikhutshi was once 
again elected for another term of office as Mayor of the Louis Trichardt TRC. 75 At 
the May meeting of the Council the ANC and the Residents Association were once 
again at loggerheads. This time the issue revolved around the appointment of a 
Town Treasurer, a post which went vacant after Mr. Vic Viljoen was appointed as 
Town Clerk. The logical choice seemed to be Mr. Dopper Kruger, who had been 
in the employment of the Council for 30 years. Other candidates for the post were 
Mr. B. van den Berg of Pietersburg, and Mr. Dan Masengani. The major point of 
criticism against Mr. Masengani, who was favoured by the majority of the ANC 
councillors, was the fact that he hardly had any experience in the job. Mr. Kruger, 
on the other hand, had 30 years of experience in municipal administration. When 
the matter was discussed at the monthly Council meeting a point which also was 
belaboured was the fact that Mr. Masengani was also chairman of the ANC’s 
Soutpansberg sub region. 76 

Once this information became public, there was an uproar. The Soutpansbergse 
Afrikaanse Sakekamer condemned the Council for its “racist appointment” and 
called on the Council to reconsider their decision. 77 Also the staid Z nutpansherger, 
which normally tended to remain aloof, in an editorial comment warned the ANC 
that it was creating jobs for friends. This was beginning to make itself felt within 
the ANC, the newspaper warned. It pointed out that Clr. Solh/ Noor, was in the 
process of distancing himself from the influential ANC caucus. 8 
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The politics of the new South Africa had really made an impression on Louis 
Trichardt. Previously unimagined conditions, now became a reality. On 4 June 
1997 about 100 White officials of the Louis Trichardt TLC went on a go-slow 
strike at the Civic Centre. In a memorandum submitted to the Mayor Sikhutshi, the 
Independent Municipal and Allied Trade Union (IMATU) objected to the 
appointment of Mr. Masengani. 79 On 9 June the Residents’ Association held a 
meeting at which some 50 leading residents of the town took strong exception to 
what they considered as a ‘political appointment’. A fund was then established 
which was to pay for the estimated R60 000 in legal costs that would be incurred if 
the matter had to be taken to the High Cotut. In a statement issued by the 
Residents’ Association, the Council was warned that drastic protest actions could 
ensue. 80 On 19 June about 500 residents attended the protest meeting of the 
Residents’ Association. By that time an amount of R15 000 had already been 
collected for the proposed court case. 81 Even within the ranks of ANC supporters 
there were people who argued that the problem was not with the ANC. It had to be 
sought instead within the ranks of the local councillors who made the wrong 
decisions. 82 

When Mr. Masengani’s appointment was finally approved at the monthly Council 
meeting in June 1997 there were indications that Imatu and the Residents’ 
Association were preparing to take combined steps towards introducing legal steps 
against the Council. 8 

In July it was reported that the activities of the TLC had basically come to a 
standstill as a result of the infighting in Council. Where it was customary for the 
Council to decide over some 30 matters at its monthly meeting, it could hardly 
complete six matters on the agenda. One implication of the situation was that 
many projects in town were slowly but surely being forced to a standstill as formal 
decision making was absent. The Executive Committee of the TLC was unable to 
take any decisions as a result of the fact that members of the Residents’ 
Association had started boycotting meetings. The consequence was that there was 
no quorum to legally approve of decisions. 84 

A spate of resignations of officials in key positions followed as the general morale 
in the TLC started deteriorating. Within a month of each other the Town Secretary 
Mr. Henk Roos and the Chief of Security Services, Mr. Koos Kemp, resigned. At 
the same time Mr. Masengani was prevented from starting in his post as a result of 
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a pending court case and the fact that he had not yet registered with the relevant 
professional local government association. 85 The TLC then decided to contest Mr. 
Masengani's appointment in the Labour Court. 86 The Labour Court consequently 
referred the matter to a Dispute Resolution Committee which was made up of 
members of Imatu and the Council. The board then came to the conclusion that the 
Council had to appoint Mr. Dopper Kruger in the post of Town Treasurer. The 
recommendation of the board was then laid before the Executive Committee of the 
Council, but no final decision was taken on the matter. It was later reported that 
the ANC caucus in the Council refused to accept the recommendations of the 
board. 87 

Another storm was beginning to brew after it became known that a further 
appointment for the position of Town Secretary was and one of the leading 
contenders in the service of the TLC, Ms. Susan du Toil had been overlooked. The 
Council appeared to give preference to Mr. J.L. Serite. 88 When his appointment 
was confirmed at the November 1997 monthly Council meeting Clr. Solly Noor 
and the two chiefs of Kutama and Sinthumule refrained from casting a vote. 89 At 
the October monthly meeting of the Council, Clr. Louis Holtzhausen maintained 
the TLC’s reserve funds had shrunk from R13 million to Rl,5 million. The 
situation was to a large extent the result of residents of the Greater Louis Tricbardt 
not paying for services. There was consensus that the situation implied that capital 
development projects would in the future have to be shelved as a result of the 
financial situation in which the Council found itself. 90 In an effort to address the 
shortfall in its reserves the TLC resolved at its monthly meeting in November 
1997 to arrange for overdraft facilities for R1 million in order to carry on with day 
to day operations. In a wide ranging set of austerity measures announced at the 
time, it was resolved that expenditure exceeding R20 000 would be first submitted 
for the approval of the Town Clerk. Posts which became vacant on the staff of the 
TLC were to be frozen and an effort was to be made to collect outstanding funds 
owed to the TLC. 91 

The payment of rates and taxes was one of the vital issues that featured 
prominently in all deliberations of the Council, shortly after the new dispensations 
was introduced. Vast amounts in arrears on service fees were accumulating for the 
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account of the Louis Trichardt TLC. CLr. Solly Noor, Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, in the February 1996 Council meeting said that R7 million of 
outstanding debts had accumulated. 92 In March 1996 a radio interview Mr. Piet 
Croukamp, a political scientist of the University of the North, warned that a local 
authority like Louis Trichardt would be unable to carry the development costs of 
Kutama and Sinthumule. According to Mr. Croukamp an amount of R100 million 
was necessary, which the provincial government was unable to make available. He 
explained that the sale of electricity and water, which provided an annual income 
of R50 million, was also insufficient to finance the reconstruction and 
development of the Greater Louis Trichardt. An estimated 62 per cent of the 
TLC’s annual income was generated from the sale of services. The refusal of 
residents in parts of the local authority area to pay a RIO monthly levy, 
contributed to the economic problems. 93 

In August 1996 it was disclosed that only five per cent of the residents of 
Sinthumule and Kutama were regularly paying their RIO monthly levies to the 
Council. The accumulated arrears, at the time amounted to about Rl,5 million. 
After a hefty debate on the matter during the TLC’s monthly meeting in August, 
the new Mayor, Clrs. P. Sikhutshi asked councillors to make an appeal to the 
residents of the Greater Louis Trichardt to pay their fees to the Council. 94 By the 
end of the year the payment of accounts dropped to 2 per cent. 95 The problem of 
non-payment for services, at the time manifested itself throughout South Africa. 
Many local authorities were unable to carry the accumulated debt and some went 
bankrupt. In the case of Louis Trichardt, the sound financial administration 
developed over the years, made it possible for the Council to survive. 

By October 1996 the residents of farms and small holdings who had been 
incorporated into the Greater Louis Trichardt TLC started making threats of not 
paying the new land tax. The residents of Vondeling, Vygeboomspruit, 
Rondebosch, Ledig, Nooitgedacht, Melkhoutkoppies and Boschkopjes were up in 
arms after they were included into the new TLC area when Kutama, Sinthumule 
and Vleifontein were included. It was required of the residents of these areas to 
pay taxes, although they were informed beforehand that they would not 
necessarily be provided with services. CP leader, Mr. C.E. Terblanche was of the 
opinion that the plots and farms did not need to be incorporated into the TLC, The 
residents were also discontented because they had not been consulted in advance 
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of the taxes being levied. 96 The residents later asked for a moratorium on paying 
taxes, until such time as die matter had been dealt with by the responsible 
government structures. A Land Tax Action had meanwhile been started by Mr. 
C.E. Terblanche 97 Early in 1997 the Land Tax Action once again held a meeting 
and dien decided they were prepared to pay taxes, but first they wanted the Greater 
Louis Trichardt TLC to accommodate them as far as services were concerned. One 
of the controversial issues on which they wanted some response from the Council 
was the R400 line levy they had to pay for the provision of electricity services to 
their farms. They also wanted to pay a uniform unit price for electricity. 98 

One of the consequences of the shortfall in the payment of fees was that the 
Council was unable to provide all the residents of the Greater Louis Trichardt with 
the necessary services. It was also prevented from providing electricity to other 
centres. In the course of 1997 the National Electricity Regulator (NER) offered the 
Louis Trichardt TLC Rl,l million to defray the costs of providing the residents of 
Mashau-Thondoni with electricity. The Council had to make a contribution of 
some R845 000 to cover the costs of the scheme. In March 1997, it was decided 
that the Louis Trichardt TLC would undertake the project without a definite 
commitment on the side of other local authorities and the residents themselves. 99 
In May 1998 it was made public that R7 million had been spent on providing the 
necessary facilities for an electricity supply to no less than six villages in the 
Kutama Sinthumule areas of the Greater Louis Trichardt TLC area. However of 4 
325 stands which had been provided with an electrical connections, only 2 138 
were being used. For the Council this constituted an annual loss of Rl,48 
million. 100 

The shortfall of funds which, in material terms, signified a disrespect for the 
institution of sensible civil government in terms of representative politics, was an 
Achilles heel of a tranquil transition at the foot of the Soutpansberg. As long as the 
White residents of the town felt they were footing the bill, cross-cultural co¬ 
operation was hardly possible. The White Councillors were more than aware of 
this situation. The Black councillors in turn, tried to hammer on the issue that the 
Whites were indebted to the Black residents of the Greater Louis Trichardt. The 
Blacks had after all gone through substantial suffering in the apartheid era. 
Somehow the White councillors, could no longer see the sense in hammering on 
issues of the past. More important was the fact that over the months of deliberation 
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in Council and committee, there was an increasing lack of willingness, on both 
sides, to work together. The public became acutely aware of this situation. In an 
open letter to the Mayor, Clr. Patrick Sikhutshi, a resident of the Greater Louis 
Trichardt, Mr. John Tombo, presumably spoke on behalf of many residents when 
he advised: 

We urge you and your Council to make a change. Work together as a 

team. 101 

In November 1997 Clrs. Louis Holtzhausen and Brink Schlessinger resigned from 
the Executive Committee of the Council. Although no reasons were given for their 
resignation, it was speculated in the press at the time that they had been frustrated 
by the way in which the Executive Committee was functioning and its inability to 
make any substantive difference in the lagging process of decision making. 
Matters were made more difficult when the ANC Caucus frequently set aside 
recommendations made by the committee. Especially the members of the 
Residents Association in the Executive Committee became disgruntled by this 
situation. 102 In their letters of resignation from the Executive Committee both 
councillors claimed that the proper functioning of the committee was being 
undermined. For Aid. Brink Schlessinger the writing was on the wall. He 
maintained: 

If this pitiful situation is to continue it is ‘Adios’ to the Greater Louis 
Trichardt as well as the dreams of the ANC and a Hearty ‘Hallo’ to the 
realities of decadence of most countries in Africa. 103 

Aid. Louis Holtzhausen, in his letter of resignation appealed to the Council not to 
head up the road of ‘self-destruction’. 104 In a debate on their resignations, 
conducted in the Council, Clr. Solly Noor appealed to the aldermen to return to 
their positions in the committee, pointing out that with their departure the 
committee was losing substantial experience in the process of making decisions. 105 
In an editorial comment the Zoutpansberger claimed that the Council was in the 
process of “murdering” a once prosperous town. 106 
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In his Christmas message to the residents of the Greater Louis Trichardl the 
Mayor, Clr. Patrick Sikhutshi said: 

After the euphoria of the 1994 elections we are now confronted by the 
reality of high expectations, limited resources and a multitude of social 
problems. The ‘real’ South Africa is suddenly emerging. 107 

In April 1998 the traditional chiefs of Kutama and Sinthumule in the TLC 
addressed the issue of their powers being undermined. They claimed land was 
simply being given away without their authority. They also felt that they were not 
being consulted in the process of land allocations being made by the TLC. A 
recommendation was made by the Executive Committee that the assets and 
liabilities of the Sinthumule and Kutama areas had to be placed under the authority 
of the TLC. Speaking at length on the matter, Chief Kutama said the matter had to 
be referred to the provincial government. He also felt the matter should stand over 
until discussions had been finished in respect of the White Paper on Local 
Government. The document was being circulated for comment at the time. 108 At 
one stage the traditional rulers wanted to withdraw from the Greater Louis 
Trichardt TLC and create their own authorities. In August 1998 a meeting was 
held at Ravele Village in the Sinthumule area and the residents indicated they 
were not interested in carrying on under the auspices of the Greater Louis 
Trichardt TLC. They appeared not to be interested in being granted a Deed of 
Grant to the land. They felt that they could lose their right to ownership to the land 
at the stroke of a pen. According to Chief Sinthumule, the residents preferred the 
system of “Permission to occupy” which was the order of the day before the area 
had been declared an urban centre. Also Chief Kutama let it be known that his 
people favoured the system of Permission of Occupy above the new arrangement. 
Another factor which came to the fore was that the residents of both Sinthumule 
and Kutama felt that they did not want to be treated like the residents of Tshikota 
and Vleifontein. 109 

Politically a feeling of lethargy had set in amongst Whites in Louis Trichardt since 
the election of 1994. It was symptomatic of the prevailing situation in the rest of 
South Africa. The frame of mind was partially caused by the fact that the people 
felt themselves as being numerically marginalised and powerless. In an effort to 
drum up support and activate political participation in the community once again, 
Mr. Andre Fourie, leader of the NP in the Northern Province, visited Louis 
Trichardt and told supporters there was no sense in refraining from participation. 
They instead had to become active and try to help in preventing the 
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ANC/SACP/Cosatu Alliance gain a two thirds majority in the forthcoming 
election. Mr. Fourie explained that a Multi Patty forum had been created in the 
province in an effort to prevent the alliance from gaining a two thirds majority. 110 

How difficult it was to generate a strong concerted opposition, was evident on the 
ground level of local politics. In June 1998 a special attempt was made by die 
Residents’ Association’s representatives and the traditional chiefs in the TLC, to 
try and prevent a quorum from being available for the election of the Mayor." 1 
This did not prevent Clr. Patrick Sikhutshi from being re-elected. 113 Also there 
were moves afoot to oust Clr. Solly Noor as chairman of the Executive 
Committee and have Clr. Sakkie Mutshinyali appointed in his place. Meanwhile 
the officials who had been appointed under the auspices of the affirmative action 
policy, Messrs. J. Serite, D. Masengana, P. Ntholeng, J. Sekhwari and P. Muleya 
complained to the management of the ANC’s sub region that they were being 
harassed by people in the TLC. 113 

While certain affirmative action appointments of the Council, were demoted, the 
ANC in the TLC tended to stand firm in its resolve not to conform to the 
principles of appointing the best qualified people for specific posts. In the Council 
in August a furore once again broke out after the acting Town Secretary Mrs. 
Susan du Toit, was not appointed permanently. Instead the post was once again 
advertised. The representatives of the Residents' Association let it be known in 
the Council that they were slowly but surely moving in the direction of having to 
decide as to whether they should by any means remain on in the Council. 114 

As the Residents’ Association was being driven away from the process of 
governing the Greater Louis Trichardt TLC, also the traditional rulers in the 
Council were being cast out. hi August there were moves to get the traditional 
rulers of Sinthumule and Kutama on the Executive Committee of the Council, The 
ANC councillors opted not to approve of the move and instead recommended that 
the matter be referred to the provincial government for a decision," 5 

By the end of 1998 as the town approached its centenary celebrations a will to try 
and find a level of political consensus, overall, in Council, still appeared to be a 
long way off, A town which used to be the hot bed of rightwing politics, now was 
a symbol of a disinterestedness on the side of some politicians to try and find 
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solutions for governing the local authority in the interest of the residents as a 
whole, But then, in many respects, it was symptomatic of conditions in the new 
South Africa as a whole. On the one hand there were those people who felt that a 
new start had to be made in the new dispensation. All things being equal they 
wanted to carry on leading their lives without having to concern themselves with 
people beyond their sphere of contact, who were materially in an indigent state. 
On the other hand there were those people who simply could not allow themselves 
to forget the past, for fear that it might just make of the transition to a new 
dispensation a mockery, without any substantive benefit to the people who were 
most in need of help. In some quarters the anger has subsided. All that remained 
was a sense of disappointment and disillusionment. One local politician observed 
on occasion that the town could have made so much more progress had there only 
been a greater willingness to cooperate. 116 A similar sentiment prevailed in the 
1980’s, when polarised objectives amongst Whites worked to the detriment of 
sound decision making in the Council chamber. The major difference towards the 
turn of the century was the fact that the sense of opposition, was too strongly 
based on race and distinctions between rich and poor. 


116. LTT1, p. 99. 980516a, Schiessinger, P.B. (50), Mikropas Ingenieurswcrke, Louis Trichardt 
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Socio-economic developments 1994-8 


The destruction of a racial divide amongst people resident in tire Soutpansberg 
brought about substantially changed perspectives of the potential of Louis 
Trichardt to develop in the future. The sheer size of the community became an 
awesome challenge to developers who had the responsibility of creating prosperity 
and growth in a society which was marked by considerable poverty. At the same 
time, for entrepreneurs the challenges were great. The sheer size of the population 
spelt out the realities of the future Louis Trichardt. In 1994-5 a total of 76 280 
people resided within a 30 km radius of the town. In a 50 km radius there were 
369 500 people. 1 

The White residents of the Soutpansberg, as a result of the transition to a new 
dispensation, were increasingly exposed to the suffering and drama which was the 
order of the day from time to time in the Black community. One of the major 
advantages of the new dispensation was perhaps precisely the fact that members of 
different communities could learn how to sympathise with one another’s suffering. 
In October 1994 five people died and more than 60 had to be treated at the 
hospitals of Elim, Tshilidzini and Siloam after they had been poisoned whilst 
attending a church service at Zamekomst. Apparently the people drank mageu and 
ate meat. A few hours after the meal they started vomiting and were taken to 
hospital. The people who died were Mss. Martha Malima (60), Bivhouwo Sinugo 
(3), Ramudzuli Neluheni (11), Shonisani Muila (7), and Tswaresa Matimulane (8), 
all from Zamekomst. 2 On 4 March 1996 more than 4 000 people attended a funeral 
service in Louis Trichardt after the death of Dr. Sahida Sabadia, the daughter of 
the local Member of Parliament, Mr. Omar Ahmed. Dr, Sabadia had been killed 
by her husband Dr. Omar Sabadia and three accomplices near Pretoria in the 
Gauteng Province. 3 In April 1996 two members of 19 Squadron, Capt. Leon 
Cloete and Fligh Sergeant Velle Veldsman, died when their helicopter crashed 
whilst they were flying to Nelspruit. 4 


1 . MALT, Verslag van die Stadsekretam, H. Roos, in Review by the Mayor, Aid. J.F. Moolmon, 
1994/95, p. 14. 

2. ANON., “Church food claims lives of five" in Zoutpansberger, 1994.11.04, p. 1. 

3 . ANON., "Thousands attend Zahida’s funeral" in Zoutpansberger, 1996.03.08, p. 1 

4 . ANON., 'Twee sterf in vliegongcluk” in Zoutpansberger, 1996.04.12, p. 1. 
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On 30 June 1994 a fire broke out once again at the Entabeni and Timbadola forests 
to the east of Louis Trichardt causing damage which was considered to be more 
extensive than the fire damage of 1989. More than 300 workers as well as Oryx 
helicopters of the South African Air Force, equipped with Bambi fire fighting 
buckets were trying to quell the fire. For the Mondi Timber company, the fire was 
a severe setback. It destroyed all the trees which had been planted after the fire of 
1989. 5 On 7 January 1996 another fire broke out at Timbadola causing an 
estimated R15 million damage to the saw mill at the forest. 6 In March 1996 ten 
coal miners were killed when part of a roof in a shaft 193 metres under the surface 
collapsed. 7 On 24 January 1998 storm winds caused thousands of rands’ damage, 
destroying six houses and damaging a further 260 homes in the Madombidzha, 
Magau and Rathidili area. Also in Louis Trichardt extensive damage was caused 
to the house of Mr. Sas Otto of Rondebosch and a shed of Limpopo Dairy, near 
the town. 8 

Development 

Within the first six months of the 1994-95 financial year properties to the value of 
R28 million were registered at the Deeds Office in Pretoria. The amount, at that 
point in time was already more than the total amount paid for property in the 
previous financial year. 9 Development in Louis Trichardt’s CBD was boosted by 
the announcement in October 1994 of local businessman, Mr. Solly Noor that he 
had purchased land next to Shoprite Centre in Trichardt Street. He said that he 
intended developing a centre similar to the Noor Centre further up in town. He 
also said that he intended building a complex in Trichardt Street which would 
house a number of furniture stores as well as the new Solly’s Discount World. Mr. 
Noor, was reported as saying that he intended establishing a better shop than the 
one he had in Petersburg. 10 The new complex was estimated to cost more than R9 
million. 11 

Although the value of land in Louis Trichardt was still considered to be moderate 
in price, there were certain portions of land, earmarked for development, which 
reached record prices. For example in the CBD, erven 392 and 394, on the comer 
of Krogh and Erasmus Street were sold for R420 000. In Extension 2, on the 


5 . ANON., “Brande woed steeds deur Entabeni” in Zoutpansberger, 1994.07.01, p. I. 

6 . ANON., “Brand veroorsaak R15 miljoen se skadc by Timbadola” in Zoutpansberger, 1996.01.12, 
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7 . ANON., ‘Ten miners killed in accident at Tshikondcni” in Zoutpansberger, 1996.03.29, p. 1. 

8 . ANON., "Streek geruk deur verwoede storm: Stcrk wind veroorsaak duisende rade se skadc" in 

Zoutpansberger, 1998.01.30, p. 1; ANON., “Storm woed deur streek en laat ses families 
haweloos" in Zoutpansberger, 1998.01.30, p. 3.. 
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1994/95, p. 14. 

10 . ANON., 'Two multi million projects for town” in Zoutpansberger, 1994.10.21, p. 2. 

11 . ANON., “Streek, begin ontwikkel" in Zoutpansberger, 1995.03.24, p. 1. 
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comer of Bauhinia and Zinnia Street erven 1880, 1881, and 1882 were sold for 
R340 000 for the purposes of a high density housing project. 12 

In May 1995 the Louis Trichardt TLC announced that it intended selling the old 
municipal building of Louis Trichardt in Krogh Street which had been used as a 
cultural centre and was a short while earlier named the C.R. de Wet van Wyk Art 
Centre. A reserve price of Rl,2 million had been set on the property. A proposal 
that a new information museum be established was also made. It was however 
decided that the matter would stand over until such time consensus had been 
reached as to precisely where the new museum and information kiosk was to be 
situated. 13 

In August 1995 questions were being asked in respect of the Tshikota 
Development Trust. This trust was created at the beginning of 1995 with an 
amount of R60 000 which was a grant from a foreign donor of the United Stales of 
America. A Johannesburg company, known as CUSSP, apparently donated the 
money then to the Tshikota Development Trust. At the helm of the local trust was 
Clr. Eccles Matodzi, the deputy mayor of the Greater Louis Trichardt. He and a 
secretary had apparently moved into luxury offices and were drawing salaries. In 
an interview with Clr. Matodzi let it be known that the development project might 
take months and even years before it started getting off the ground. His comments 
were made after concern was expressed by residents of Louis Trichardt because 
hardly anything was happening at Tshikota in terms of development. 14 The 
Tshikota Development Trust started picking up problems in September 1995 when 
the Louis Trichardt TLC declined to respond to a request for money for the 
development of 1 000 new erven in the township. The Management Committee 
made it clear that the current residential development of the township, amounting 
to 597 erven, first had to be completed, before a next project could be launched. 1 
The project came under scrutiny from the Provincial government in 1997 when the 
Housing MEC, Mr. Benny Boshielo appointed a special team to investigate the 
development activities of the housing scheme in Tshikota. Allegations of 
corruption were refuted and representatives of the Tshikota Development 
Association (TDA), lb and other structures involved in the development of the 
township, explained that the prospective homeowners were dissatisfied with the 
small houses which were being built. 17 


12. MALT. Vcrslag van die Stadsckretaris. H. Roos, in Review by the Mayor, Aid. J.F. Mooltnan, 
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In September 1995 there were indications of unsurpassed development in Louis 
Trichardt. Since January 1994 there had been 67 building plans that were passed 
by the Council for new houses to the value of R11,5 million. Eleven new business 
developments had been approved to the value of R9,3 million and two industrial 
buildings were to be erected at a cost of Rl,35 million.'* Amongst the other major 
commercial developments was the building of De Vaal, Myburgh, Van Heerden & 
Rudolph which was being constructed at a cost of R 1,2 million. The Sanlam Park 
development next to the police station in Krigh Street was scheduled to cost in the 
vicinity of more than R3 million and would have sufficient office space for as 
many as 70 offices. 19 The centre was scheduled to become the regional 
headquarters of the insurance company. 20 The chain store group Woolworths were 
scheduled to move into the building previously used by Economic Hardware in 
Krogh Street. A new centre, costing R3,l million was also scheduled for 
construction across the street from the town’s library in Erasmus Street. Other 
projects included Bonus Stores which was to be constricted next to the Islamic 
Mosque; Twin City Complex, on the comer of Trichardt and Burger streets was in 
the process of being upgraded. 21 

It was generally accepted that the person behind the development was Mr. Solly 
Noor. 22 In an interview with the media he said: 

Binne vyf jaar sal die dorp in staat wees om vir stadstatus aansoek te 

doen. 2J 

Another major development in Louis Trichardt was the upgrading of the Louis 
Trichardt Prison which was estimated to cost in the vicinity of R16 million. The 
planning of the project was started in 1990 and the financing for the project was 
made available in 1995, according to Lieutenant-Colonel Frik Janse van Rensburg. 
The first phase in the development comprised new kitchen facilities; the second a 
women’s prison; the third phase was the upgrading of the administrative complex; 
the fourth phase was scheduled to be the upgrading of the existing cells. The staff 
contingent at the prison was to be increased from 81 to 111 members of 
Correctional Services. In 1995 the prison could accommodate 150 prisoners. It 
was estimated that by the time of the completion of the upgrading project, it would 
be able to take in 500 prisoners. 24 
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At the start of 1996 the residents of Eltivillas were up in arms after the Louis 
Trichardt TLC announced that it intended selling a number of open erven in the 
township at a public auction. Clr. Neran Desai handed a petition in signed by 169 
residents and Clr. A. Chhaya one signed by 87 residents of the township. It was 
felt that the R14 000 to be charged for the erven was too expensive. They also 
wanted the erven to be made available, without an auction, to residents of the 
township. Clr. Louis Holtzhausen, tire Deputy Chairman of the Executive 
Committee said that Eltivillas was never from the outset seen to be a low cost 
housing project. The erven were put up as a result of the demand for land in the 
township. Clr. Holtzhausen said that people in need of cheaper erven could apply 
for land closer to the Vondeling, adjacent to the Nl. 25 The 93 erven to be sold 
were priced at between R11 560 and R35 000 and made out the first phase of 367 
erven that were scheduled for development in the township. The proposed sale of 
the erven was later on delayed as a result of the objection which had been lodged 
by the residents to the development. 26 

While Louis Trichardt was clearly entering a phase of unsurpassed growth and 
development, there was a clear decline apparent in Thohoyandou. The former 
capita] of Venda was in the process of deteriorating at a rapid rate. In March 1996 
Northern Province Premier, Mr. Ngoako Ramatholdi made the promise that the 
government would make funds available for the development of Thohoyandou, 
along with Giyani and Lebowakgomo. However the residents of Thohoyandou 
were not too optimistic about it. They were reported as saying that they would 
wait and see if it materialised. 27 

In May 1996, shortly after being elected for the second term as Councillor of the 
Louis Trichardt LTC and chairman of the Executive Committee, Solly Noor had 
the following to say about the future and llie prospects of development: 

As a businessman I have always had total faith in our beautiful town. 
Louis Trichardt is in an absolute growth trend, everything points to 
growth. People want to live, invest and retire in our town....(W)e are 
very strategically placed as far as Africa is concerned. Secondly all the 
old homeland areas such as Sibasa and Giyani’s services are 
deteriorating rapidly. There is going to be huge migration into our town 
and within a short period we will have to apply for city status. 28 
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With all the development in town, and Mr. Noor's vision set on the future growth, 
it was not long before he was in the running for national honours. In 1996 he was 
appointed to the National Board of directors of ABSA Commercial Banks. He also 
served on the Provincial board of the banking house. 29 

Despite a slump in the national economy developments were still the order of the 
day in Louis Trichardt’s CBD. In March 1997 there were indications of three 
shopping complexes being developed in the near future. On the comer of Triehardt 
and Krogh Streets Mr. Shiraz Aboo was busy with a 4 000m 2 in the old Cashbuild 
Building where Check Out Supermarket used to be. A number of franchise shops 
were set to open in the centre. Another development of 2 400m 2 was in the process 
of construction in Kruger Street adjacent to the market stalls. Furthermore, the 
Twin City Complex of Mr. Solly Noor in Triehardt Street was being upgraded for 
more shops and was to be renamed the Hawama Noor Centre. 30 

In July 1997 it was announced that Louis Triehardt was going to get a new 
maximum security prison which could accommodate some 1 500 prisoners. It was 
expected that the development would bring in more than R50 million to the local 
economy annually. The project was scheduled for completion towards the end of 
1998. The prison was to be situated along the Vondeling road. The Assist 
Procurement and Operating Partnerships Projects (APOPS) was to be applied in 
the running of the prison. It implied that the private sector would be asked to 
provide certain services and goods for the running of the prison. 31 

In August 1997 the Petersburg town planner, Mr. Frank de Villiers addressed a 
meeting that was held in order to discuss the proposed housing development to the 
north of Stubbs Street. The site adjacent to the tree park caused some concern to 
local conservationists who eagerly asked questions about the development of 
about 200 upper priced residential erven which had to accommodate some 310 
families. 32 At the monthly meeting of the Council in September 1997 the 
development was approved by the Council after Town Secretary Mr, Henk Roos 
explained that the township had already been proclaimed in 1984. It was only not 
developed. Mr. Paul Fouchd, chairman of the local Environmental Advice Forum 
later slammed the proposed development of the area. It transpired that one of the 
major objections was that an environmental impact study had not been made. 33 
The manner in which the Council’s Executive Committee had treated the matter, 
by not respecting the request for an environmental impact study also caused the 
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Zoutpansberger to comment that there was a sense of irresponsible decision 
making afoot. 34 In May 1998 the Council decided to shelve the development. 35 

Otherwise the development of Louis Trichardt’s CBD still carried on, despite the 
economic recession. 3 

Crime and violence 

At the end of May 1994 the taxi war in the Louis Trichardt vicinity was still 
carrying on. There were some attempts by the local Peace Committee to step in 
and bring the violence to an end. Talks were held between the contending groups, 
but it resumed shortly after the talks. One of the major reasons for the violence 
apparently was as a result of too many taxis and too few passengers on the route 
between Johannesburg and Louis Trichardt. 37 In August 1994 the South African 
Police Service (SAPS) moved a mobile charge office to Eltivillas until such time a 
satellite police station could be established in the township. According to Warrant 
Officer Rassie Bezuidenhout it was considered essential to establish a police 
presence in the township in an effort to stem the tide of crime prevailing in the 
environs of Louis Trichardt, more effectively. 38 

In July burglars started targeting farmhouses which were not occupied in the 
Soutpansberg region. 39 Towards the end of the money three businessmen of 
Eltivillas were held at gunpoint by robbers when they were locking up their 
furniture shop. 40 In September 1994 the police reported there appeared to be a 
genera] decline in the crime rate. 41 Over Christmas goods to the value of R19 000 
were stolen in an armed robbery on a plot in Levubu. 43 

In June 1995 it was reported that prostitution was rife in the Soutpansberg area. 
Local reporters Alpheus Siebane and Anton van Zyl did some follow up 
investigations after it had been reported in the Sowetan and a regional newspaper 
at Pietersburg, that prostitution was rife b Louis Trichardt, Black teenage girls 
aged between 14 and 17 years from the Nyelele area were apparently used for 
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sexual activities. According to the reporters the most activities occurred in Rissik 
Street and at the N1 where the women were picked up by men of all races. 43 

In March 1996 the police in Louis Trichardt reported there was a significant 
increase in the crime rate for March in town. It was substantially up by 
comparison with figures which were given for 1994 and 1995. 44 For police 
officials the transition to a New South African society was an extremely stressful 
experience. Coping with civil and criminal offences in the community caused 
great frustrations. On occasion in the heated moment members of the newly 
transformed South African Police Service (SAPS) got involved in isolated racial 
arguments. However, the policemen of Louis Trichardt were able to make up and 
carry on with the important task of maintaining law and order in a society which 
was subject to intrinsic change. 45 

In April 14 men were responsible for a heist of some R4 million at Matoks. Eight 
of the alleged robbers later appeared in court. 46 The escalation of crime and 
violence tended to get out of control by September 1997 when a group of men 
fired at Mr. Pietie du Plessis (68) on his farm Drillingbosch, near Bandelierkop on 
7 September 1997. Ten men in a combi bus arrived on his farm stating that they 
wished to buy cattle from him. After indicating to them that he was not interested 
in selling cattle, they fired on him with a light calibre firearm and wounded him in 
the foot, arm and stomach. 47 Another Bandelierkop farmer, Mr. Andr6 
Breytenbach (60) was less fortunate. On 4 August 1998 he was shot to death at the 
gate to his farm Ruigtevlei. 4 * Shortly afterwards MEC for Agriculture in the 
Northern Province, Dr. Tshenwani Farisani, announced that a summit was to be 
held on the issue of farm attacks. In the course of the year there had been 27 
attacks on people living on farms. Dr. Farisani committed the provincial 
government to offering protection to the farmers in the region. 49 

The sense of fear for the preservation of safety and security was widespread in the 
community along the Soutpansberg. On the eve of the town’s centenary local 
businessman, Mr. J. Mulaudzi, remembered the ‘good old days’: 

Many years ago I used to sleep in my taxi at the station. The train from 

Johannesburg would reach Louis Trichardt at half past two in the 
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morning. I felt safe. Nowadays you cannot do that.... (T)ravelLing on 
the road from Thohoyandou to Nyelele one is afraid. 50 

In many informal conversations residents of the town expressed the sincere wish 
for a sense of civic pride in the community. They maintained that narrow self- 
centred partisan ideals, which only served the interests of small groups, would 
come to an end if and when crime was effectively halted. The crime rate in the 
Soutpansberg community as a whole was far lower than in areas such as Gauteng 
and the Western Cape. Louis Trichardt also was less crime ridden than some of the 
Black villages in the district. 51 What made matters bad as far as the local residents 
were concerned, was the fact that they had never before been exposed to such 
criminality. For a rural community in the process of transition to a new South 
African society even the least and most petty of crimes could not be condoned. 

Land claims 

Local farmers acted quickly after people started visiting their farms in order to 
“look for graves”. It transpired that one Mr. A. Nephawe was visiting farms on the 
Witvlag road, asking farmers if he could look on their farms for graves. The 
farmers complained about this situation because they were of the opinion it could 
lead to land claims being lodged against them. 52 In September 1995 the Manenzhc 
community in the north eastern part of the former Venda claimed a total of 120 
farms as part of their tribal lands. Local farmers were warned not to get too excited 
over the matter. 53 

hi 1998 it was made known that the company Abba (Pty) Ltd laid claims before 
the Commission on the Restitution of Land Rights, to the taxi and bus rank 
adjacent to the OK in Louis Trichardt. According to Mr. Azzis Ayob the land had 
been purchased by the company in 1912 under the name of Mr. H Smith. In 1919 
it was transferred to the company. In 1962, according to Mr. Ayob, the company 
lost the land in terms of the Group Areas Act. It was also claimed that Abba (Ply) 
Ltd, never received any compensation for the loss of land. 54 

There were also communities, such as that at Zamekomst in the Western 
Soutpansberg where the land claims were considered to be a matter of the greatest 
urgency. These were the people who had been relocated from Gertrudsberg in the 
1960’s. They had laid claim to the site of the old Berlin Mission station, to the 
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south of the town. In some respects they were looking forward eagerly to being 
returned to an area where they felt themselves at home. In other respects they were 
aware that they had substantial obstacles to face. Some of the elderly members of 
the community no longer felt inclined to move back to the Louis Trichardl region. 
They were content simply to remain at Zamekomst. With the promise of land 
restitution still in the distant future diese people were prepared to wait and see 
what the future held for them. 55 

Industry 

With the phasing out of the old homeland system of incentives for development 
the Greater Louis Trichardt TLC created special incentives to attract industrialists 
and other developers to the town. One of the important measures taken was the 
scrapping of additional payments to use the railway siding services in the 
industrial township. This was also partially as a result of the changing pattern of 
transport activities in the industrial sector of the country. Furthermore the Council 
set the price of industrial land at R8,00 per square metre. 56 Towards the end of 
1994 the Department of Agriculture in the Northern Province started holding 
meetings with farmers in the province in order to formulate a policy for farming, 
based on the opinions of the farming community as a whole. Mr. Manie Eloff 
Chairman of the Soutpansberg Agricultural Union. Mr. Eloff stated that he had 
appreciation for MEC for Agriculture, Dr. Tienie Burger's approach of first 
wanting to consult before formulating a policy, but questioned the wisdom of not 
consulting the organised farming sector in the first place. 57 Problems started 
emerging in the latter part of 1995 when the government made available R69 
million in assistance to drought stricken farmers in the Northern Province. By the 
beginning of 1996 it was evident that hardly any of this money was being paid out 
to the White farming community. This state of affairs was criticised by Mr. Andre 
Fourie, leader of the National Party for the Northern Province. 58 

In November 1994 it was announced that gold mining operations were bound to 
start taking place in the vicinity of Bandelierkop. The Venda Gold Project, as it 
was known, started taking shape after the West Rand Consolidated Mines Ltd 
attempted to take over control of Aurora Exploration and Development Ltd. The 
Venda Gold Project was situated between Bandelierkop and Soekmekaar. 
Exploration in the area had been done by Shell in 1987. The place in which 
exploration was set to start, covered a surface area of some 117 hectares. 
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According to Dr. Neville Armstrong, one of the directors of Aurora, the project 
had a life span of about five years and could require an investment of R11 million 
to develop. One of the problems facing the mine was the availability of sufficient 

59 

water. 

In 1995 there were signs of ostrich farming developing in the Northern Province 
when the ostrich farmers in the Soutpansberg area were asked by the Transvaal 
Agricultural Union to register themselves so that a producers' organisation cold be 
established. 60 Shortly after the new Transitional Local Council for Louis Trichardt 
was established Executive Committee Chairman, Clr. Solly Noor said that the 
Council was interested in attracting small industries to Louis Trichardt. He said 
that a new strategy was about to be introduced in order to attract industrialists to 
the town. 61 

At the end of June 1995 the shock announcement was made that the Pennells 
industry of Louis Trichardt was placed under provisional sequestration. The 
company, which offered jobs to 200 residents of the town, had been in operation 
for 20 years. According to Mr, Chips Pennells, the company’s managing director, 
problems were experienced with droughts and a deteriorating economy. 2 All was 
however not lost for the company. Mr. Koos Steyn of the Northern Development 
Corporation had held talks with the Pennells management and indicated that the 
Corporation would be interested for certain of the operations of Pennells to 
continue. The corporation wanted to try and hold on to the existing jobs and even 
contemplated creating more job opportunities, once additional projects had been 
created. 63 In January 1996 it was reported that L.H. Lategan (Pty) Ltd, trading as 
Atlas Plastic took over the concern. According to Mr. Gavin Pennells the company 
had an extensive range of products ranging from plastic dustbins. Toilets, buckets 
to sanitation and sewerage products 54 Also LT Castings which were part of the 
Pennells group was sold off to Falkirk Products. The Foundry which manufactured 
three legged pots was taken over by the Newcastle based company. It was part of 
the Apex Corporation Ltd of Zimbabwe. When the new company took over the 
foundry 55 new jobs were created, LTC supplied cooking utensils to Botswana, 
Swaziland and the Greater Northern Transvaal. Mr. Arie Steyn, previously the 
Financial Director, became the Managing Director under the new dispensation. 65 

In 1996 a start was made with hydroponics farming activities at Elim. Messrs. Rob 
Gradwell and Rod Collett started the project which was aimed at growing high 
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quality vegetables cost effectively with the aid of technology developed in the 
1930’s by Dr. W.F. Gerricke in California. Their produce had a ready market with 
the large supermarket chain stores throughout the country where high quality fresh 
produce was sold in large quantities. 66 In .Tune 1997 one of the largest macadamia 
processing factories in Africa, which cost an estimated R7,5 million, started 
operations at Levubu. 67 The factory of the Royal Macadamia Group was 
constructed to international specifications in order to secure the highest quality 
possible. It had been allocated an International Standards Organisation (ISO) 
rating. A well known Australian consultant, John Wilkie, was hired in order to 
provide local macadamia producers with the best advice on producing top quality 
nuts. It was anticipated that in its first season of operation, the factory could bring 
in an estimated R1 million in foreign capital. 8 The factory was considered 
possible of processing between 1 000 and 1 500 tonnes of nuts annually. The 
shareholders in the project were Messrs. Hardus Knoetze, Gordon Muirhead, Rob 
Milton, Marius Schutte, Ben Mouton, Tom du Toit and Mrs. Annemarie Jordaan. 69 
The fact that so much time, money and effort were invested into the development 
was not premature, because early in 1998 it was announced that South Africa with 
its production of 4 850 tonnes was the third largest producer in the world, after 
Australia and Hawaii. 70 

A major drawback by 1998 was the uncertainty amongst local industrialists and 
commercial leaders who were uncertain of the impact of the government’s labour 
would be in the months and years to come. The economic downturn saw some 
local industries retrenching many workers and switching over to mechanisation in 
order to run their operations more cost effectively. It was felt that political 
interference in the operation of the market forces had to be limited to the 
minimum, before the economy recovered. 71 In the Black community there were 
rumblings to the effect that the new government was good and well, but many 
people no longer had any money. In the old dispensation there were plenty of job 
opportunities. Now an employment opportunity was an exception to the rule. 77 
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Commerce 


As the transition to a new South Africa started taking shape more and more Black 
Soutpansbergers started looking at the potential of starting their own businesses. 7 '’ 
At first some of the older and well established Black businessmen seemed to fade. 
Then they started picking up once again. 7 ’ In July 1994 Prof. Piet Moolman of the 
Small Business Development Corporation (SBDC) reported that more and more 
Black entrepreneurs were coming to the fore, asking for advice on starting up and 
running their own businesses. It was estimated that about 90 per cent of the 
inquiries reached by the corporation in the space of a year, had come from Black 
people in the community. 75 The Northern Development Corporation would come 
in and bail the ailing company out. 76 A similar trend was also evident amongst the 
local White residents of Louis Trichardt. Many in the previous dispensation were 
civil servants. After 1994 they increasingly opted to become entrepreneurs and go 
up in local commerce. 77 

In March 1995, shortly after the new Transitional Council of the Greater Louis 
Trichardt started with operations Mr. Jannie Moolman, of the Moolman Group of 
Companies in Petersburg, let it be known that the shopping complex in Louis 
Trichardt which housed inter alia Edgars was to be expanded considerably. A new 
branch of Cuthberts was also about to be opened in the complex. 78 In March 1996 
the Woolworths store opened in Krogh Street. 79 On 24 April 1996 Nedbank, one 
of the major banking houses hi South Africa opened a branch in Louis Trichardt. 
The banking house was part of Nedcor Ltd., which also stood at the helm of 
Permanent Bank and People’s Bank. At that point in time it had 715 branches 
throughout South Africa. The first manager of the branch was Mr. I. Strydom, 80 
All these developments created an environment conducive to commercial growth. 
The town continued to be one of the major trading centres along the Soutpansberg. 
Members of the Buys community, resident on the western extremity of the 
mountain, more than 40 kilometres from Louis Trichardt for example, frequented 
the CBD as much as twice a week. 81 
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In some commercial activities there were also changes apparent. The relaxation of 
municipal ordinances in order to accommodate free trading activities in Louis 
Trichardt started reaching a point of saturation by August 1997 when a petition 
was signed by about 100 businesspeople of the town complaining about the 
hawkers who were conducting business in an uncontrolled manner. The Council 
consequently started introducing strict measures to prevent the proliferation of 
hawkers. The problem was exacerbated by the fact that the Council had 
meanwhile sold the land on which the fresh produce market was situated. This 
made it difficult for hawkers to go on with their business. Ultimately permission 
was given for 42 small businesses to operate at the bus terminus adjacent to the 
OK Complex. There were however many problems in terras of health conditions, 
hygiene and the availability of water. As the Council tried to introduce the stricter 
measures for control, they were however limited in their planning by the fact that 
all local ordinances were subject to the final approval of the provincial 
government which had to formulate a uniform police for the province as a whole 
in respect of hawking activities in the urban centres. 82 

Meanwhile a Hawkers’ Committee was formed under local community leader, Mr. 
Amy Chhaya in an effort to address the problem of the hawkers. One of the 
outcomes was that the central business district was closed off to hawkers. This 
area was outlined as stretching from Kruger to Munnik Streets and from Erasmus 
to Breda Streets. In other areas of the town specific areas were to be developed to 
accommodate the hawkers’ specific needs.* 3 It was however difficult to maintain 
order. In April 1997 the town’s Hawkers’ Forum meeting almost finished in chaos 
when no final plans for hawkers’ activities between Thompson's Garage and the 
OK Bazaars could be put forward. 84 In May 1998 the project had to be shelved for 
an unlimited period of time, pending a claim by the company Abba (Pty) Ltd, with 
the Land Claims Commission. 85 

At its monthly meeting in July 1997 the Council decided to take steps against 
residents of the town who were conducting businesses from houses in the 
residential areas of the town. Complaints had been lodged with the Council earlier 
in respect of a business in President Street. The proposed action was questioned by 
several councillors on the grounds that at least 50 businesses were being 
conducted from residential properties in the town, at the time. 86 At the October 
1997 monthly meeting of the TLC the Council was told that the hawkers of the 
town were preparing to disobey the rulings laid down earlier. Especially the White 
hawkers felt discrimination against them was the order of the day. Whilst they 
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The face of Louis Trichardt in the ‘90’s. State of the art architecture 
was an outstanding feature of the Louis Trichardt central business 
district by 1998. 

Source: J. W. N. Tempelhoff. 


















By the late 1990’s tourist activities in the Soutpansberg region tended 
to focus in on the great outdoors and environmental conservation. 
Source: J.W.N. Tempethoff 
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conformed to the regulations laid down. Black hawkers simply did their business 
as usual in all places. The problem was that the hawkers were increasingly moving 
in the direction of the N1 along Trichardt Street. Clr. Solly Noor said that the 
Council would not allow hawkers to do business along the N1 under any 
conditions. 87 

As far as the organised cohesion of commerce was concerned there were positive 
signs evident. In August the Soutpansbergsc Afrikaanse Sakekamer decided that 
they would provisionally join the South African Chamber of Business (SACOB). 
The decision was subject to the financial implications of joining up, according the 
Chairman Mr. Barend van Heerden. 88 

Communications 

In July 1994 the first deviations on the N1 route between Louis Trichardt and 
Pielersburg were made in the vicinity of the Rietpol turn-off , 89 Towards the end of 
1994 the residents of Louis Trichardt received the good news from parliament in 
Cape Town that the road construction program of the N1 to Louis Trichardt was 
indeed going ahead. Responding to a question by Mr. Andre Fourie, the leader of 
the Northern Province’s NP in the House of Assembly, Transport Minister, Mac 
Maharaj said that the road construction programme, north of Pietersburg, was to 
go ahead. It was estimated that in 1995-96 an amount of R16,4 million would be 
made available for the construction of the road between Punch Bowl Hotel and 
Louis Trichardt. The most work was however still in the southern parts of the 
road. 90 Meanwhile the road started deteriorating at a rapid rate with potholes 
appearing all over on the surface. There were also indications that it would still 
take a long time for the road to be completed from Bandelierkop to Louis 
Trichardt. The major factor responsible for the deterioration of the road surface, 
according to officials of the Roads Department, was the rain. 91 

At the end of February 1996 the command of the Louis Trichardt Air Force Base 
held talks with Ms. Dikeledi Magadzi, the MEC for Public Works, in an effort to 
get the Provincial Government to finance the construction of a tarred road between 
the air force base and Louis Trichardt. 92 

In July 1996 engineers of VKE Construction did a site inspection of the N1 
between Louis Trichardt and Pietersburg and made the prediction that the 50 km 
distance between Louis Trichardt and Matoks, which was to represent the final 
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section of the project up to the town, would be finished by early 1999. 93 They were 
slightly pessimistic because the section of the road, which was estimated to cost 
R80 million, was completed ahead of time, by the end of November 1998. Work 
was halted for a while after an archaeological find of human skeletons and clay 
pots were made in the vicinity of Matoks. Local archaeologist, Warren Fish and 
students of the University of Venda were involved in excavations. There was at 
the time a number of complaints about the fact that an archaeological survey had 
not been conducted, prior to the road construction project was started. 91 The 
construction company consequently made labourers available to help prepare the 
way for the scientific excavation of the site. 95 He was also joined by Mr. Gilbert 
Mabasa an archaeological assistant who had been resident at the Schoentansdal 
Museum since 1985. 9 

Irate residents of farms on the Bluegumspoort road on top of the mountain in April 
1997 vented their anger on the deteriorating condition of the gravel road. They 
were of the opinion that the defence force trucks which were using the road 
extensively, were partly responsible for the condition of the road. It was decided 
that the provincial authorities would be asked to look into the possibility of 
upgrading the road 97 

In 1998 the media in Soutpansberg also linked up to cyber space technology when 
the Zoulpansberger and later also the Mirror became available for readers on the 
world wide web of the internet. 98 The newspaper could be found on 

99 

www.zoutnet.co.za. 

Conservation 

On 16 July 1994 the Western Soutpansberg Conservation Task Group held a 
meeting when Mr. Max Clark of the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research 
(CSIR) was scheduled to speak on the conservation of the biosphere. 100 The lively 
meeting that was held at the Schoemansdal Environmental Training Centre, was 
marked by high calibre talks by a number of experts in diverse areas of 
specialisation. 101 
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In 1994 when Escom started with the construction of a shorter route across the 
mountain to link the Louis Trichardt-Messina power supply, the company took 
great pains to ensure that the environment would be protected in the process of 
construction work. It made use of local botanist, Mr. Norbert Hahn to help them in 
the identification of plants which had to be conserved. 102 

Nature lovers in Louis Triehardt were dumbfounded when on 26 July 1994 a 
group of cheetahs were spotted to the east of the town on the Sibasa road. 
According to the experts the animals were not endemic to the region south of the 
Soutpansberg. The public was asked not to fire on the cheetahs. 103 

A major breakthrough for conservation came in October 1994 when an initiative 
by local farmer Mr. John Greaves led to the establishment of a conservation area 
of some 15 000 hectares to the west of Louis Triehardt. Some 15 farm owners 
made out part of the project. The area stretched from the farm Hillside of Dr. 
Lappies Labuschagne up to Lesheba Wilderness at Sandrivier. The objective was 
for the farm owners to gradually take away their fences and acquire wildlife by 
means of combined actions. The northern border of the area was to be the 
Bluegumspoort road on top of the mountain. At a special meeting that was held to 
get the project off the ground Mr. Greaves was elected as chairman, John 
Rosmarin as deputy chairman with additional members Mr. Thomas Phuluwa, Dr. 
Beyers van Rensburg and Dr. Labuschagne. An advantage of the scheme was that 
not one of the farms in the proposed reserve was part of a hunting lodge. 
Furthermore the land owners agreed to gradually dispose of their livestock and 
there was consensus that the accent would be placed on promoting tourism. 104 In 
June 1996 six farmers further to the west set aside their land amounting to some 
14 100 hectares as a conservancy. Messrs J.P. Underhay, G. Rautenbach, J. 
Rosmarin, H.C. Cronje, P. du Preez and Dr. Beyers van Rensburg intended to pay 
special attention to the protection of certain endangered species which included 
inter alia a colony of Cape vultures, as well as the local population of pangolans 
(ietermagog), aardvark, brown hyena, the red duiker, leopard and Sharpe’s 
grysbok. There were also a number of scarce trees that were to be protected. 105 

On 31 May 1997 the creation of a conservancy in the Western Soutpansberg 
progressed a step further when more farmers met with the objective of extending 
tire conservancy concept to the western extremity of the mountain. The new region 
was to cover the area from the Sand River to the furthest western point of the 
mountain, between the northern and southern tarred roads adjacent to the 
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mountain. According to archaeologist Stefan Gaigher the area had a very specific 
archaeological value. It was good for cultural tourism. 106 

Conservation made a further step forward in the region when in June 1995 the 
Government of the Northern Province entered into an agreement with the 
Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, for the development of what 
was considered to eventually be the third largest nature reserve in South Africa. In 
terms of the agreement the former Vhembe and Dongola nature reserves were to 
be incorporated into a National Park, At the official handing signing of the 
agreement Environment Affairs Minister, Dr. Dawie de Villiers and Northern 
Province Premier, Mr. Ngoako Ramathlodi let it be known that the project could 
later on be expanded to include nature reserves in the neighbouring Botswana and 
Zimbabwe. 107 

Following the good rains at the start of 1996 it was reported that hippopotami were 
beginning to roam in the Soutpansberg, The rise in the levels of rivers caused for 
the animals to start roaming in places where they did not usually go. 108 

In 1996, following the problems experienced by local farmers a comprehensive 
project was launched in order to relocate cheetahs of the Soutpansberg to the 
Kapama Nature Reserve in the Lowveld near Hoedspruit. Game farmers were 
especially concerned about the state of affairs. They would purchase buck at high 
prices only for these animals to be hunted by the local cheetahs. On Monday 3 
March 1996 the staff of Kapama started with a comprehensive campaign of 
trapping cheetahs for relocation in the Lowveld. 109 Following the successful 
relocation of a number of species of small game at the Air Force Base, a start was 
also made with the introduction of some cheetahs in the Nature Reserve, 110 The 
operation was timely. Conservation experts pointed out that the world’s population 
of cheetah’s had dropped from 30 000 in 1975 to 12 000 in 1995. 111 

In 1995 the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry started with a 
comprehensive project to eliminate plants which threatened the indigenous plants 
in sensitive environments all over South Africa. The project was also launched in 
the Soutpansberg. In 1996 the local initiative was boosted when the Finnish 
government made available an amount of R10,8 million for the clearing of the 
exitic plants along the rivers of the Soutpansberg. Called "Working for Water’’, the 
project had a significant impact on the environment and many people in the 
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Soutpansberg region. Along the Luvhuvhu River a team of 150 workers, which 
included 77 women and three disabled people, were responsible for 
groundbreaking work. It was estimated that the project would be completed over a 
period of about four years. 115 In 1998 local farmers started using beetles, the 
Ochotoma and Uroplata , to help in the process of eliminating the Lantana plant 
(Lantana camara) which had become an outlawed alien plant over the years. The 
beetles were said not to be a threat to the local environment. They only attacked 
the lantana plant. 113 

hi 198 the farmers around the Albasini Dam, in conjunction with the Department 
of Water Affairs, managed to proclaim the Albasini Water Conservancy, which 
had the basic objective to help in the process of conserving the environment in 
which Louis Trichardt's valuable water supply was being stored. 114 

In 1998 there were reports in the national media of canned lions being hunted by 
overseas hunters at exorbitant prices. Consequently when the first new broke of 
canned lions being shot near Alldays, there were fireworks in the Soutpansberg 
region. Environmentalists immediately took action and let it be known that they 
would not allow the practice to persist. This followed in the wake of an American 
hunter shooting what was allegedly a “canned’’ lion 115 on the farm Bandur in the 
Alldays area. 116 

Tourism 

In October 1994 there appeared to be a revival in the tourism industry of Louis 
Trichardt when Mrs. Fanchon Knott, the chairperson of the town’s Tourism 
Association, let it be known that the proposed tourism kiosk which had been 
planned, but was subsequently shelved, was to be opened. It was decided, with the 
approval of the Soutpansbergse Afrikaanse Sakekamer that the kiosk would be 
started up in a shop next to the N1 at Safari Motors. The Town Council wanted the 
kiosk to be administrated from the town’s Library building, but the business 
people behind the initiative put their foot down. It had to be next to the main 
road. 117 The kiosk was opened in December 1994 with Mr. Chris Olivier as the 
first responsible official. Mrs. Karin Miller was appointed to get membership for 
the Publicity Association. 118 According to Mrs. Inga Gilfillan the objective of the 
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Soutpansberg Tourism and Marketing Association was to get Venda, Messina, 
Alldays, Vivo and Waterpoort’s people in on the project, aimed at marketing the 
region as a whole." 9 Tour operators however stressed the fact that paving the way 
for tourism to flourish in Louis Trichardt, was not only a matter of institutional 
publicity. Mr. Herman Smith, told his fellow residents of Louis Trichardt that a 
tourism culture could only be created in town if and when the residents of the 
town and the community as a whole gave their co-operation and made a concerted 
effort to promote a sense of tourism awareness in town. 120 

The Christmas holidays of December 1994 proved that the information kiosk was 
a timely development. According to Mr. Chris Olivier who temporarily manned 
die office, there were 60 enquiries from tourists specifically dealing with 
Soutpansberg, during the holidays. Most people in need of information were 

tourists from overseas. Interestingly enough a lot of local residents also made 
• ■ 121 
inquiries. 

Shortly after the new Transitional Council of the Greater Louis Trichardt was 
started in 1995, Clr. Solly Noor, the Chairman of the Executive Committee said 
new initiatives were to be launched nationally and internationally in an effort to 
step up local tourism. 122 hi June 1995 Soutpansberg featured prominently amongst 
the 350 exhibitors at Indaba ’95, a national tourism exhibition of Satour in 
Durban. The event which was attended by 800 international tour operators from 49 
countries, literally placed Soutpansberg on the tourism map of South Africa. The 
representatives of Soutpansberg and Venda who attended the event were Mss 
Tersia Ferreira, Fanchan Knott, Inga Gilfillan and Messrs. Isaac Rambauli, T.M. 
Dama, and Edwin Mukondcli. They were all fired up with excitement about the 
new tourism prospects for the town and district. 123 

Later in the year the findings of a survey on tourism in the Northern Province 
brought the information to the fore that the Northern Province only attracted about 
five per cent of the country's tourist public. Most of these people came from 
Gauteng and the Northern Province itself. The tourists usually visited Tshipise, the 
Eiland, Warmbaths, holiday houses at Hoedspruit and Phalaborwa as well as the 
Kruger National Park. As far as foreign tourists were concerned, the Northern 
Province attracted 11 per cent of the market. Most of the people were from 
Western Europe. 12 ' 1 However the foreign tourists were an under utilised source of 
income. According to the 1995 census statistics, of the 331 999 bednights annually 
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sold at hotels in South Africa to foreign tourists, the Northern Province generated 
a mere 1,21 per cent. There was indeed a dormant area that could be opened up. 125 

In February 1997 a Fruit Route was started for tourists to the Soutpansberg. The 
route was developed by the Soutpansberg Marketing and Tourist Association in 
conjunction with a number of Levubu and Tshipise farmers. Visitors to the 
Soutpansberg were now able to visit Claremont Fruit Farms, the Greenfarms Nut 
Company and the Maswiri Orange Packing Shed. Tourists could go on the fruit 
tour between March and September, and in some cases up to January. 126 The 
tourist potential of the Soutpansberg area was evident from the type of 
accommodation offered in the region. In 1998 a series of articles were published in 
the Zoutpansberger in which the attention was focused on inter alia Lajurna,' 2 ' 
Abend Ruhe Gotha, 128 Harham House, 129 Camp Mangwele, 130 Carol’s Guest 
House, 131 and Lesheba Wilderness. 132 

Meanwhile in the Nzhelele area measures were being taken by the Greater 
Nzhelele/Tshipise Transitional Local Council to develop the Lake Fundudzi area 
as a tourist attraction. Plans hgad been set in progress to have the lake declared a 
national heritage site, Clr. N.P. Mulaudzi told a meeting that was held at the local 
government buildings. It was also announced that renewed protection measures to 
be introduced in order to prevent people from damaging the environment in the 
vicinity of the lake. 133 

Culture 

In June 1994 also Levubu started with a festival project aimed at marketing the 
produce its local farmers. The Fruit Festival, as it was to be known offered visitors 
the delights of a flea market, timber sawing competition, strongman competition, 
potjickos, as well as appearances by entertainment artists Jammies Jamneck and 
Janita Claassen. 134 Leisure time for the local population started becoming a 
popular pastime in which the local authorities, along with service clubs and 


125 . CENTRAL STATISTICAL SERVICE. Provincial statistics 1995, Part 9; Northern Province, p. 

27. 

126 . ANON., "Soutpansberg spog nou met ‘n eie vrugteroete" in Zoutpansberger, 1997.02.28, p; 5. 

127 . ANON., '"n Blaaskansie op die boonste puot van die Soutpansberg" in Zoutpansberger, 

1998.04.03, p. 13. 

128. ANON.,"'n Aand in die vallei van vsede" in Zoutpansberger, 1998.-5.01, p. 12. 

129 . ANON., "A warm welcome in the heart of the Soutpansberg" in Zoutpansberger, 1998.06.05, p. 
10 . 

130. ANON.. "’nKamp vir die ware entocsias" in Zoutpansberger, 1998.07.17, p. 15. 

131 . ANON., "A place where you won't be homesick” in Zoutpansberger, 1998.08.28, p. 10. 

132. ANON., "Stop and smell the trees at Lesheba Wilderness" in Zoutpansberger, 1998.10.02. p. 10. 

133 . ANON., "Lake Fundudzi to be developed into a tourist attraction” in Zoutpansberger, 1998.05.22, 

p. 8. 

134 . ANON., “Vrugtefees op Levubu" in Zoutpansberger, 1994.05.20, p. 15. 



366 


churches enthusiastically participated. It promoted constructive values and time 
well spent for families in a fairly isolated region of the country. 

As a sense of normality returned to society after the elections of 1994, the 
Rapporlryers of Louis Trichardt once again took the initiative of getting Afrikaans 
speaking residents of the town together when in August 1994 it was to hold an 
“Afrikaner" dinner. 135 In 1997 Ds. Albert Cruywagen and Messrs. Chris Olivier, 
Braam Dekker and Herman de Jager organised a bring and braai at the 
Schoemansdal Museum with the objective of getting local people to talk about 
launching projects in the interest of Afrikaans in the Soutpansberg region. 136 

On 24 June 1994 a resident of Soutpansberg, Mr. Norbert Hahn, presented the 
Town Council with a copy of his Tree list of the Soutpansberg, a book he had 
written on the trees of the Soutpansberg. 137 More than 550 trees were listed and 
described in the book. 138 After making submissions to the Schweickerdt 
Herbarium since 1988, Mr. Hahn in 1990 started with an herbarium of his own, 
called the Herbarium Soutpansbergensis, where a wide variety of the 
Soutpansberg’s botanical treasures have been stored for posterity. 135 This project 
held the promise of being a cornerstone for the study of the region’s botanical 
heritage. Another botanical breakthrough of the 1990’s was when Dr. Mandy 
Balkwill, discovered a previously unknown member of the Berleria species in the 
Soutpansberg. During her researches in Waterpoort at Van Coller’s Pass and on 
the farm Devenham she came across specimens of B. saxatilis, B. heterolicha , B. 
rotundifolia, B. crossandriformus, B. matopensis, B. heterotica , and B. scindens.' 40 
In lune 1994 Messrs Ivan Newell and Reg Muller started a Bonsai Society for the 
Soutpansberg area. 1 ' 11 

There were however also signs of cross-cultural interaction when members of 
Louis Trichardt’s Voortrekkers sent representatives to a Scout jamboree in 
Petersburg in October 1994. This, according to the Voortrekker leaders was the 
first time in 60 years that Voortrekkers and Scouts had contact of this nature, 
according to their leaders. 142 

Also at grassroots level Black and White residents of Louis Trichardt started 
communicating with one another on a social level. In some areas there were still 
difficulties in breaking through the colour divisions which had been part of society 
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for several centuries. 1 ' 3 Nevertheless, there was at least a willingness on the side 
of the residents to interact in a manner they had not put to the test previously. 

In 1995 steps were taken for the establishment of a Writers’ Guild for Louis 
Trichardt. 1 ' Members of the guild were active in their creative endeavours. In 
1996 one of the members, Mr. Piet du Plessis, had one of his youth books, 
Speelplek van ‘n malman published. 145 In 1998 another book of Mr. Du Plessis, 
The dancing candidate won third prize in a national competition as an educational 
book. The prize was given by the Adult Basic Education and Training (ABET) 
annua] ceremony. Mr. Du Plessis was the author of three youth books and four 
educational books. 146 

Another well known author of Louis Trichardt was Mrs. Jackie van 
Nieuwenhuizen, author of no less than 36 books and 500 short stories. Most of the 
short stories were published in the Afrikaans magazine Huisgenoot . 147 

In 1996 researchers at Schoemansdal for the first time made use of advanced 
computerised technology, used in mining research, to locate some areas in the old 
Voortrekker town which were worthwhile excavating. The archaeologists reported 
that the equipment could be used effectively, providing it was adjusted in order to 
suit the specific requirements of archaeological research. 148 

In August 1996 a model aircraft club was started in Louis Trichardt by veteran 
pilot Mr Stan Lolriet. The club held their meetings on the Sibasa road, just beyond 
the showgrounds. 149 

At Thulamela in the Kruger Park Mr. Sydney Miller the resident archaeologist 
discovered the 600 year old grave of what was considered to be the local ruler of 
the village. It was estimated at the time that between almost 2 000 people must 
have been resident in the community. 150 

At the beginning of 1998 the Rapportryers of Louis Trichardt started with plans 
for the centenary commemoration of the Anglo Boar War (1899-1902). They were 
working in conjunction with the Pietersburg Afrikaanse Skakelkomitee. This body 
was organising the commemorative activities on a regional level. 151 
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The Reconstruction and Development Program (RDP) 

The new approach to development in the Soutpansberg got underway in August 
1994 after the government announced that about R19 million would be made 
available for development projects in the Soutpansberg and Venda region under 
the banner of the Reconstruction and Development Program (RDP). The objective 
was to get residents of local communities involved in the projects. At Makhado in 
Venda R2,l million was approved for improvements to the sewerage and water 
supply system. An estimated 361 erven were to be put out for occupational 
purposes. At Vleyfontein R2,7 million for the provision of a new water reservoir. 
More erven were also to be put out for development. It was estimated that this 
project could provide as much as 235 jobs to local residents. A further R6 million 
was earmarked for water and sewerage services at Thohoyandou, Mutale and 
Vuwani. 152 

The approach of the government was however not only aimed at providing 
handouts. On a visit to Venetia Diamond Mine behind the Soutpansberg in August 
1994, the new Northern Province Premier, Mr. Ngoako Ramalhlodi said in a 
speech: 

Hard work is the only means to get forward not charity. The masses 
will thus have to work hard towards development. 153 

Shortly after becoming a Transitional Local Council Louis Trichardt’s Council 
submitted proposals to the provincial government for a Reconstruction and 
Development Plan totaling some R100 million. Amongst the major projects the 
Council wanted to see introduced were: water provision for Sinthumule and 
Kutama (R9,l million), a low tension electricity supply to Tshikota, Sinthumule 
and Kutama and the upgrading of roads in Sinthumule and Kutama (R14,l 
million). ,5 ' , 

In August 1995 Clr. Solly Noor announced that he had purchased the old residence 
of the Magistrate at a municipal auction for R420 000 and intended turning the 
property into a shelter for homeless children. The project was to go by the name of 
the Hawama Noor Child Care Centre, named after his daughter who had died in a 
car accident in 1993. 155 

In 1996 an independent consultant of the German government visited 
Soutpansberg to investigate in what areas the government could assist the process 
of development in the region. Over a period of many years the German 
government sponsored tire Women’s Outreach Foundation (WOF) which was 
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aimed at helping rural communities in the process of upliftment. 156 Building up 
contacts of this nature for aid and co-operation were valuable, hi the first place it 
opened up the Soutpansberg region - as a real part of Africa - to the outside 
world. In the second place it also created the opportunity for contact for the region 
with the world beyond the confines of South Africa. 

In the field of electricity supply services there were a number of developments 
after 1994. This was perhaps the most dynamic field of activity, as the local 
authority, in line with the policy of the central government, speeded up the process 
of supplying power to communities in the outlying areas of the Soutpansberg. 
There was however also a rationalisation process on the go. On 1 April 1996 the 
Electricity Supply Commission of the former Republic of Venda was once again 
transferred to Eskom, following an agreement reached between the electricity 
supplier and the Northern Transvaal Development Corporation. This followed 
after a cabinet decision had been taken in September 1994 to rationalise the 
electricity supply system in the former TBVC slates. About 400 permanent 
employees of the Venda Electricity Supply Commission were affected by the 
arrangement. 157 Under different circumstances, this situation would have augured 
well for the future of Louis Trichardt. In the previous dispensation a considerable 
percentage of the town’s revenue came from selling electricity. 158 In the new 
dispensation, electricity was not a money earner. It was in fact a source of many 
financial sorrows of local authorities throughout South Africa. 

In September 1997 the electricity supply to the Ramahantsha community was 
taken into use. For the Louis Trichardt TLC this marked substantial progress. 
Since 1994 the local authority had provided more than 2 000 homes in the Greater 
Louis Trichardt with electricity. 159 At Muduluni, where no electrical supply had 
yet been provided, Telkom installed a state of the art telephone system. The 
Digital Enhanced Cordless Telephone (DECT), system was taken into use in 
September 1997. It made use of solar panels for power supply and was cost 
effective in the sense that it prevented large scale theft of copper wire. According 
to Telkom’s area manager, Mr. Gordon Hayes, the system provided communities 
with telephone installation facilities in isolated areas. 160 

At the beginning of 1998 the Sinthumule/Kutama water project was 
commissioned. This project which was launched in 1995, and financed by the 
Department of Water Affairs and Forestry was situated about 20 km southwest of 
Louis Trichardt. It was scheduled to provide water to some 70 000 people and was 
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estimated to ultimately cost about R47.75 million on completion. 161 As the 
provision of basic services in the outlying rural areas started improving local 
residents became more hesitant about moving to town. They felt there was no 
longer a need to seek other areas of residence. 1 2 

In many respects the RDP was thus working to the benefit of the community along 
the mountain. It had a special bearing on the Soutpansbergers who, for many 
years, had not been exposed to opportunities of development. The RDP was by no 
means a magic wand which could be used to turn everything into gold overnight. 
Poverty was still the order of the day. The fact of the matter was however that 
opportunities were created to be of assistance to the residents of the region. 

Defence 

The nature of the defence activities had changed considerable since 1994. In 
August 1995 General Faan Grobelaar visited the Commando Base at Louis 
Trichardt and explained in a talk that it was up to the Commando itself to 
determine the nature of its work and the people who it wanted to be taken up in the 
Commando. He explained that the major objective still had to remain the 
preservation of the security of the community. 163 The culture of defence locally, in 
the process acquired a more friendly appearance. As security measures were 
relaxed, following the bush war era, the public at large were allowed to see what 
was going on in what was rated as Africa’s most efficient military force. On 26 
August 1995, as part of the 75 th birthday celebrations of the South African Air 
Force, a massive air show was held at the Louis Trichardt Air Force Base. It v/aS 
attended by more than 20 000 people. 164 On 17 October 1995 Gauteng Premier,. 
Mr. Tokyo Sexwale joined the SAAF’s Mach Plus Club when he flew along wjth 
Lt.- Col. Johan du Plessis from the Louis Trichardt Air Force Base, going through 
the sound banier. Mr. Sexwale’s flight stemmed from an invitation that had been 
extended by Lt. Gen. James Kriel to the Premier, who apparently enjoyed 
flying. 165 On 12 July 1996 Louis Trichardt Air Force Base once again scored a 
South African first when Maj. F.Z. Msimang became the first Black SAAF pilot to 
complete his first solo flight in the Oryx helicopter of 19 Squadron. Maj. 
Msimang, originally from Pietermaritzburg was a former member of Mkontho we 
Sizwe (MK) who joined the Defence Force in 1994. 166 In January 1998 the Oryx 
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helicopter squadron of the Louis Trichardt Air Force Base was sent to Tanzania to 
provide help in the flood ravaged country. The squadron returned to Louis 
Trichardt on 7 February 1998. 161 

The local commandos remained active in the community by helping to combat 
crime and delivering support wherever they were needed. In March 1996 the 
Soutpansberg Commando was part of a campaign to clamp down on illegal 
immigrants. According to Commander, Col. Andre Potgieter some 400 illegal 
immigrants had been located, of which 380 came from Mozambique. The forces 
also found 3 kg of dagga and about 60 cattle which had apparently been stolen 
from local farmers. 168 The activities of the commando also tended to be aimed at 
promoting better family ties and social relations. In August 1996 members of the 
Commando held a father and son weekend at Rochdale in the Waterpoort 
region. 169 On 13 January 1997, the Soutpansberg Commando's oldest member, 
Mr. Harry Gamer, decided it was time to call it a day on his 80 ,h birthday. After 
World War 2 Mr. Gamer settled in the former Southern Rhodesia. In 1981 he 
retired to Louis Trichardt where he became actively involved in the commando 
activities. 170 He served the commando with distinction for 16 years. In May 1997, 
Minister of Defence, Mr. Joe Modise visited the Soutpansberg Commando and 
was enlightened on the nature of the voluntary force’s activities in the region. 171 
He was most impressed by the way in which the voluntary soldiers of Louis 
Trichardt and the surrounding area were prepared to deliver valuable services. 

Sports 

The mini golf course which started operations adjacent to the N1 in Louis 
Trichardt in 1990, was under new management by 1994 and offered the town’s 
residents with an opportunity of relaxing with friends under pleasant 
circumstances. 172 In August 1994, Paint Ball was introduced to Louis Trichardt. 
The game which implied people shooting at each other in the veld with arms 
loaded with paint carrying ammunition, was apparently very popular. There were 
plans afoot to play the game at least once a week. 173 

The rugby players of the town were the sports stars of the community. For several 
years running they were able to keep the name of the town high in the competitive 
sports environment of the Northern Province. In September 1994 Louis 
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Trichardt’s First rugby team, for the second year in succession won the Tom Naude 
Trophy after beating Pietersburg's team 13-6. 174 

Internationally the local sports people also made a mark. In May to June 1995 
local one armed golfer, Rudi Burger, participated in the World One Armed Golf 
Championships in Forest of Dean in the south of England and won the coveted 
President’s Prize. Rudi was a member of the South African team participating in 
the competition. 175 In March 1997 more than 150 bowhunters from all over the 
world attended the World Bowhunter Championships held at Mutamba Game 
Ranch north of Louis Trichardt. 176 

Water 

The new government, soon after it assumed power started addressing the issue of 
the country’s water shortage. A policy document was issued in June 1994 on a 
strategy for the management of the country’s water resources. 177 In July 1994 it 
was reported that about 68 per cent of the residents in the rural areas of the 
Northern Province did not have access to safe water and sanitation. 178 

In many respects the issue of a water shortage in Louis Trichardt in the post 1994 
era became a superficial issue - even when the Albasini Dam’s levels dropped to 8 
per cent 179 - by comparison with the problems people in the rural areas were 
experiencing. At Kutama people had access to as little as six litres of water per 
household per day. The water was taken in plastic containers from public taps in 
die area. This reality was brought starkly to die attention of the residents in town 
after die media was taken into the rural parts of the Soutpansberg by the members 
of the SA National Defence Force in February 1995. 180 

At the start of 1996 the by now customary situation prevailed that the water supply 
of the Albasini Dam, was below 10 per cent and water restrictions had to be 
introduced. One of the reasons for this situation arising was given as being that 
there were as many as 80 illegal dams in the catchment area of the Albasini Dam. 
This prevented the dam from filling up properly. 181 In an effort to help in the 
provision of sufficient water for the Soutpansberg area, it was announced by the 
Department of Water Affairs that the Letanyanda River was to be dammed up to 
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supplement the water supply of the Albasini Dam. 18 ^ The Provincial Government 
was also doing its share at trying to come to the assistance of water stricken 
residents in the province. In the course of 1994 more than 560 boreholes had been 
drilled and 400 communities were helped in the process. 183 

Education 

For many years it had been an ideal of the town fathers to attract tertiary 
educational institutions to Louis Trichardt. Once the new political dispensation 
had taken root, there was literally a boom in advanced educational opportunities 
offered in town. Apart from Tcchnikon SA, who opened an office in town, the 
Vaal Triangle Technikon of Vanderbijlpark let it be known in July 1994 they were 
still interested in opening a campus in Louis Trichardt. A start was made with 
viability studies. 184 In November 1995 it was announced that the Potchefstroomse 
Universiteit vir Christelike Hoer Onderwys, in conjunction with California State 
University, was to open a satellite campus in Louis Trichardt with the objective of 
assisting local students in doing undergraduate studies in Business 
Management. 185 

The diversity which was an outstanding feature of the primary and secondary 
education sector in South Africa after 1994, was also evident in Louis Trichardt. 
In August 1995 a Christelike Volkseie Onderwys (CVO) school was opened in 
Louis Trichardt. It was run at the Afrikaanse Protestante Kerk in town. 186 
Increasingly education was beginning to be structured along economic lines in 
order to secure the maintenance of high educational standards. At some schools 
prospective school starters were subjected to tests. 187 Other schools started 
advertising their facilities in order to attract pupils. 188 

There was a major crisis in education as South African society as a whole had to 
adjust to a uniform educational system in order to eradicate the educational 
discrepancies of the past. Education also became a field of activist politics. At the 
start of 1996 SANCO in the Greater Louis Trichardt area warned that it would not 
allow “White” schools to continue. Integration had to be the order of the day. This 
statement by Mr. Rufus Selepe of the organisation, had the effect of being 
criticised by the governing boards of all the historically white schools in the 
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town. 189 Although race barriers were lifted in education, it was still problematic 
for a Black school child to get into a formerly White school. 190 It also proved to be 
extremely expensive, especially for children who had to travel by bus to and from 
school. 191 The crisis in education became apparent by May 1996 when there was 
an outflow of pupils at Eltivillas Primary School, as a result of deteriorating 
standards of education, once the ratio of children in a class rose from 1:18 to 1:35 
over a period of two years. According to Mr. S.A. Mohammed, the principal, the 
parents were taking their children out of the school and sending them to other 
schools. Many of the vacancies were then being filled by Black children whose 
parents brought them to the Indian school. They were of the opinion that then- 
children could get a better education at the Indian school than at the village 
schools in the rural parts of the Greater Louis Trichardt. 192 

Most of the schools in the Greater Louis however carried on with the business of 
educating the children of the Soutpansberg as they had been doing for many years. 
The only difference was that they were now part of a unified educational 
dispensation. The Tshikwane School in the Sinthumule area which opened its 
doors for the first time in 1968 with 45 pupils, by 1998 had a population of 720 
learners, The first principal was Mr. Obed Mutgchudi (1968-70). He was 
succeeded by Mrs. Sarah Bugana (1970-76). In 1977 Mr. E.R. Muswobi became 
principal. Over the years he initiated a number of special projects in order to 
promote handwork and vegetable gardening. The school also actively participated 
in sporting activities in its circuit. 193 Munzhedzi School at Vleifontein, which 
came into existence in 1980, after the relocation of people from Tshikota to 
Vleifontein, by 1998 had a population of 804 pupils. Over the years this school 
excelled at cultural and sporting activities. In 1996 Munzhedzhi won a major 
gymnastics competition that was held at the Thohoyandou Stadium. 194 Vleifontein 
Creche and Pre-school, which was started in 1983 was a community project and 
initially had a population of about 30 toddlers. This number increased to 112 
children by 1998. At this school under the principalship of Mrs. G. Tshidavhu the 
accent was on helping the teachers to further their skills in order to be of greater 
assistance as educationists at the very first level of the educational process. 195 

In 1982 Mr. L.M. Ramushweu and an unqualified teacher started Petamakunda 
Junior Primary School with 50 pupils. With hardly sufficient facilities, but more 
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than enough support from the community and a lot of enthusiasm, these teachers 
were able to build the school up to one of the leading institutions of its kind. By 
1998 there were 505 pupils enrolled who were being taught by 13 teachers. Pupils 
of the school excelled, especially in sports. Some of the stars of the school over 
the years have been Nkanyambo Mpho (athletics), Manenzhe, Thonipo (athletics) 
and Mudau Takalani (soccer). 196 

There were also the stories of individual perseverance and service, which all too 
often went by unseen. At Stonehenge above Louis Trichardt, Ms. Betty Noakes by 
1996 was financing the Tanganedza School and its 92 pupils from her own funds, 
after the cash strapped Department of Education started cutting back on 
finances. 197 At the start of 1997, local educationist, Mr. Mike Holford announced 
that an Independent School was to open its doors in Louis Trichardt. For a start the 
school was to make use of the building of the Lutheran St. Peters Church in Breda 
Street, but negotiations were underway to move it to Stonehenge. The outstanding 
features of the school was that it was designed to be an English speaking school, 
not restricted to a specific church or cultural group. 198 

At the end of 1997 the matriculants of the Hoerskool Louis Trichardt had a 100 
per cent pass mark - one of only 14 schools in the Northern Province to score this 
achievement. Not only was the best scorer in the Northern Province, Marlize 
Barkhuizen (with 8 distinctions and average of 93,8 per cent, part of the school, 
but the class scored 103 A’s. 199 The pass rate for the province as a whole remained 
low and parents and teachers once again resolved to address the matter. Mr. 
Makonde Mathivha the ANC’s regional secretary of the Shingwedzi/Mutale 
region commented that: 

A solution does not lie with the government alone. All of us can help by 
not only waiting for the year-end outcome and start to complain, but by 
being involved throughout the process of schooling, which is what 
constitutes matric exams. If this advice is not heeded we, like periodic 
rivers, will have this time of each year to lament and pity ourselves, 700 

In many ways this writer articulated the feelings of many parents in the 
Soutpansberg whose primary interest was for their children to be given an 
opportunity of being educated in an environment which could secure a good 
prospects for a future generation. 
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For members of the Buys community the new educational dispensation was 
favourable. It was now for the first time in the history of the Buys community, 
possible to have their youth attending high school locally. For many years Buys 
children, had to go to Pietersburg, Johannesburg or Pretoria and board at hostels or 
with family, to further their secondary education. After 1994 the young people of 
BUysdorp started enrolling at Louis Trichardt Hoerskool, where they received 
outstanding instruction and were able to commute daily between Louis Trichardt 
and Buysdorp. 201 

Municipality 

In April 1995 Louis Trichardt’s Electrical Department received an award from the 
Electricity Supply Commission (Escom), praising the department for the highly 
effective way in which they provided service to their clients. Louis Trichardt’s 
electrical division was the first of its kind in the country to receive the award. The 
department was also one of the first to switch over to the Time-of-Use Tariffs. 202 
Operating under extremely difficult conditions local officials were frequently 
subjected to severe stress and frustration. It tended to bring about a relatively high 
turn over rale of employees. What was unfortunate was that the Council started 
losing key personnel. In August 1996 Mr. Hein Basson resigned his post as Town 
Clerk of Louis Trichardt. He was appointed to the post in 1989 after the retirement 
of Mr. C.J. van Rooyen in 1989. Mr. Henk Roos, the Town Secretary acted as 
Town Clerk until a permanent appointment was made. 203 Later Mr. Vic Viljoen 
took over as Town Clerk. With more than 309 years' experience in local 
government matters, it appeared by the end of 1998, as if the Transitional Local 
Council was in the process of moving towards greater stability efficient 
management. 

Health 

Towards the end of 1996 it was announced that between July and November more 
than 300 cases of malaria had been reported to the healdi authorities. A year 
before only 82 cases had been reported for the corresponding period. The high risk 
area appeared to be the region behind the Soutpansberg and the Low veld. 204 

In May 1997 it was announced that the Louis Trichardt Memorial Hospital was to 
be upgraded in order to accommodate die hospitalisation needs of the community 
in the area stretching from Vleifontein to Alldays and Waterpoort to Madombizha. 
It was part of a five year project aimed at integrating the health and social services 
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of the region under the Greater Louis Trichardt/Alldays Health and Welfare 
District. 205 A shadow of malfunctioning however was looming over the hospital. 
First it was reported that the hospital owed the Greater Louis Trichardt TLC 
thousands of rands in arrears for not having paid the electricity bill. 206 At the 
beginning of 1998 it was reported that as a result of the cash strapped position of 
the hospital local producers started halting deliveries to the hospital and patients 
had to go without decent meals. It transpired that there might have been a number 
of problems at the provincial administrative headquarters, responsible for 
administrating the finances of the hospital. 207 

Religion 

In the process of transition to the new dispensation, the churches in the 
Soulpansberg tended to play a far greater supportive role to the community then 
before. In diverse ways local clergymen started initiatives to be of service to 
residents of Louis Trichardt and the Soutpansberg at large. In an attempt to 
promote a greater sense of Christian family values and cohesion. Dr. Philip 
Venter of the Soutpansberg NGK congregation started in 1996 with a 4X4 
expedition to interesting areas in Soutpansberg. By 1997, as a result of the success 
achieved with the project the congregation decided it would be an annual event. 208 
In September 1997 three sisters of the Carmelite Sisters of India joined the 
Catholic Mission of Louis Trichardt. At the time the congregation of Father Andre 
Stephan had grown to some 1 500 active members. The area serviced by the 
congregations included in Sinthumule were the settlements of Magau, 
Madombidzha, Rathidile, Gegobole, Ramahantsha and Maruleni; in Kutama the 
settlements of Tshikwareni, Radodonga and Makitha; as well as Waterval, 
Vleifontein and Tshikota. 209 Over the years no less then 12 Catholic congregations 
grew out of Louis Trichardt. 

An outstanding feature of religious activities in Louis Trichardt was the marked 
growth in the number of different church denominations serving the community. 
The Agape Christian Centre was started in 1986 by the Rev. P. van Heerden. At 
first there were no people in the parish. By 1998 the parish which was serving 
Louis Trichardt, the local Air Force Base and Levubu had grown to a total of 120 
worshippers under the guidance of the Rev. S. van Niekerk. 210 Also the Afrikaanse 
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Protestante Kerk, which started out in 1988 with a mere 22 members by 1998 had 
400 who were resident in the region Louis Trichardt, Levubu, Waterpoort, 
Bandelierkop and Vivo. 511 

On 31 January 1998 a local congregation of the Evangelical Reformed Church was 
founded in Louis Trichardt. The first ordained minister of the congregation was 
Ds. Herbie Lyon who had been preaching in the region for more than a year. 215 

Conclusion 

When the developments in the sphere of socio-economic activity in the Greater 
Louis Trichardt are considered for the period 1990 to 1998, it is clear that there 
was a drastic process of change. It was a process which had by far not been 
worked out by the time Louis Trichardt prepared to celebrate its centenary in 
1999. What was however clear was that, with the tremendous changes that were 
the order of the day there were also many opportunities. Few Soutpansbcrgers in 
1990 were quite aware of the comprehensive nature of change that was to be the 
order of the day before the end of the decade. In many respects a small miracle 
had taken place. What once used to be a small White political enclave of extreme 
rightwing politics, by 1998, had become a truly multiracial frontier society where 
people of different cultures were exposed to having to find solutions to their day to 
day problems by working together, instead of trying to destroy what had been 
created over a period of one century. At times this proved to be quite difficult to 
do. Overall however, the dynamic economic growth of Louis Trichardt and the 
objectives of the town fathers to turn the once small mountain hamlet into a fully 
fledged city of the Soutpansberg, was no longer a mere chimera. The dynamics of 
the town to provide synergy for growth lay perhaps in the fact that Louis Trichardt 
- in geographical terms - was ideally situated. It had the ability to attract 
prospective shoppers to the CBD from the most distant rural areas of the 
Soutpansberg. 513 At the same time it was the urban hub of cultural activity in one 
of the most impressive mountain regions in South Africa. 
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Epilogue 


On 7 December 1998, the author had the privilege of visiting the ruins of Luatame 
the capital of the Venda monarch Makhado which was destroyed during the 
Mphephu War in November 1898. Fellow historian, Dr. Henry Nemudzivhadi, and 
I walked through a hauntingly beautiful indigenous forest, occasionally coming 
across pieces of potsherd and the ruins of what once used to be an impressive 
African city in the Soutpansberg. Dr. Nemudzivhadi spoke about the beauty of the 
environment and the intricacies of a memorable history. Luatame, he explained, 
was developed for strategic defensive purposes. 

At one place we stopped and looked at the landscape below the mountain. On the 
plains to the west it was possible to see the outlines of the ruins of another urban 
settlement - Schoemansdal, the Voortrekker village that had been evacuated in 
1867. It was astonishing to think that Luatame was destroyed a mere 31 years after 
the evacuation of Schoemansdal. 

Both were bustling centres of human activity. 

These urban settlements came to an end because people were unable to understand 
one another. Or perhaps they did not want to try to understand one another. 

To the east we could see parts of Louis Trichardt in the distance - a typical late 
twentieth century Bushveld town, vibrant with human activity. I wondered 
whether the town which was on the eve of its centenary celebration was destined 
to have along life. It is after all a fact of history that some urban environments - 
like Atlantis - are subject to decline. Others - like Rome - have an eternal ring to 
them. 

The prospects by for Louis Trichardt seemed good, it was able to survive for 
longer than both Schoemansdal and Luatame. 

There was however the ever present questions: Would it prosper and become a 
symbol of a new society that started taking shape in the urban environment of the 
Soutpansberg at the end of the twentieth century? Or would it go into decline 
because people were unable, or maybe unwilling to seek solutions? 

In the space of a year’s research many Soutpansbergers shared with me parts of 
their innermost memories of Louis Trichardt. It all had a bearing on how they as 
individuals experienced the mountain, the town and the people. There was a sense 
of a human collective ever present. 
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People said there were the good times, and also the bad times. 

The images of the past all spoke with an intense passion about the town, the 
mountain, nature and a unique community of people along the mountain. 

In the conversations people people frequently made reference to seeking a greater 
sense of security and destiny at the foot of the mountain. It was of course because 
we, like many million of South Africa elsewhere in the country, were all part of an 
historical process of intrinsic change. It started at the end of the 1980’s. By the 
time Louis Trichardt was to celebrate its centenary in February 1999, there still 
appeared to be no end to the waves of sweeping changes. 

There was however a distinct sense of direction in the community. The resolve to 
persist in living every day to the maximum was evident all over in town. Amid the 
hustle and bustle of downtown commercial activity there was present the spirit of 
a mountain people on a frontier of cultural interaction. For these people the 
challenge was not to merely survive. Instead it had to be all about living and 
enjoying life. As a community they were together as one - in their distinctive 
fashion - at the foot of the mountain, ready to open up the gateway to Africa. 

In the nineteenth century, even before Louis Trichardt resembled a mountain 
village, Johannes Flygare a man of Scandinavian origin, predicted that the place 
would in time become the metropolitan capital of the region. At the end of the 
twentieth century it made sense to believe that the town would become a city of 
substance in the next millennium. 
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List of people recommended for erven in Louis Trichardt (1903) 

1. Paul Petrus Fouche 

2. Gerhardus Dirk Coetzee 

3. J.P. Schoeman 

4. Jan Johannes Botha 

5. Jan Jacobus Andries Botha 

6. Paul Stephanus Botha 

7. Jan Johannes Gert Botha 

8. Jan Jacobus Botha 

9. Paul Stephanus Botha 

10. Paul Stephanus Botha (Snr.) 

11. Christina Catharine M. Botha 

12. Petrus Johannes Botha 

13. Aletta Johanna de Beer 

14. Dirk Jacobus de Beer 

15. Willem Adrian de Beer 

16. Pieter Willem Botha 

17. Johannes Christophel Botha 

18. Petrus Paulus van den Berg 

19. Marthinus Johannes van den Berg 

20. Johannes Mock van den Berg 

21. Burt Johannes du Bruin 

22. John Baker 

23. Jacobus Johannes Brummer 

24. Cornelius Johannes Brummer 

25. Andries Johannes Jacobus Bckker 

26. Hessie Isabella Brilz 

27. (Petrus Johannes Botha 

28. Melcior Jacobus Botha (Executor) 

29. Johannes Phillipus Petrus Botha (Estate) 

30. Anna Cecilia Beytel 

31. Stephanus Sebastian Basson 

32. Paul Stevanis (sic.) Botha 
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33. Stevanis (sic) Francois Botha 

34. John Petrus Stephanus Kleinenberg 

35. Adolf Ernest Smit 

36. C. Nederkroon 

37. J. Machielse 

38. James Thompson Callaghan 

39. Eric Erasmus Charslund 

40. Abraham Christian Duvenhange 

41. Abraham Jacobus Dreyer 

42. Lucas Willem Cornelius Dreyer 

43. Jan George Duvenhagc 

44. A.J. Dique 

45. F.J. Wolmarans (Estate) 

46. Anthone Christian Fred. Kotzc Jr 

47. Johann Daniel de Nekker 

48. George Frederik de Nekker 

49. Pieter Bloemerus van der Lith 

50. Adrian Jacobus Roos 

51. Conrad Pietrus (sic.) Potgeiter (sic) 

52. James Callaghan Potgeiter (sic.) 

53. Jan Jacobus Verceuil 

54. Phillipus Christoffel Potgeiter (sic.) 

55. Hendrik Jacbus Venter 

56. Pieter Jacobus Snyman 

57. Adrian Charlie Vermaak 

58. B.V.D. Vannispen 

59. Mrs. Vannispen 

60. David Henry Jeremiah Verr(e)yn 

61. Phillipus Petrus Roos 

62. Pieter Garbrandf (sic.) Hassbroek (sic.) 

63. Johannes Hendrik Senekal 

64. Abraham Roux 

65. David Hendrik Roux (Estate) 

66. John Thomas Kelly (Snr.) 

67. Michiel Jacobus Kilian (Estate) 
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68. Gerhardus Dirk Coetzee 

69. Johannes Wilhelminus Koetze (Estate) 

70. Lawrence Danie Swanepoel 

71. Phillipus Jacobus Venter 

72. Barend Johannes Marthinus Venter 

73. Frederick Hendrik Anthony Schiel 

74. Dirk Jacobus Koetze 

75. Johannes Marthinus Els 

76. Willem Jacobus Jacobs 

77. David Francois Jacobs 

78. Christian Hendrik Venter 

79. Pieter Grobler (A. son) 

80. Johannes Zacharias Eloff 

81. John Bastion Richards 

82. Jeremiah Richards (jun.) 

83. Jeremiah Richards snr (Estate) 

84. Gert Matthys Knoetze 

85. Antoine Christian Frederik Knoetze (Sen.) 

86. Johann Godfrey Gericke 

87. Arie Leonardus van Onsten Moolman 

88. John Petrus Grobler 

89. Alfred Johann van der Reit (sic.) 

90. Johannes Mattheus du Plooy 

91. Pieter Grobler (Snr) 

92. Barend Jacobus van Greunen 

93. Frans Johannes Hendrik Roux (Estate) 

94. Mattheus Andries de Beer (senior) 

95. Jan Johannes de Beer 

96. W.P. Grobler (Estate) 

97. Frederick Jacobus Promitz 

98. Francois Johannes Labuschagne 

99. William Abraham Foord (junior) 

100. William Abraham Foord (senior) 

101. Jacobus Nicolaas Eloff 

102. John Daniel Jacobus de Necker 
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103. Frederik Westly Barrie van der Reit 

104. Johannes Zacharias Eloff 

105. Petrus Johannes Eloff (Estate) 

106. Andrew Johnstone 

107. Thomas Johnstone 

108. David Jeremias Hendrik van der Lilh 

109. Benjamin Anthon Muller 

110. Sarel Johannes Eloff 

111. Wessel Nicolaas Raaths 

112. John Petrus Jacobs 

113. Pieter Willem Adrian Nel 

114. Gert Jacobus Louis Hosea Nel (Estate) 

115. Stefanus Johannes Nel 

116. Johanna Jacoba Caterina Fogwell (o.b.o. T.E. Fogwell) 

117. Anna Wallis Jones (o.b.o. W.M.N. Mostard) 

118. John Gordon Fogwell 

119. Aylworth Rust Fogwell 

120. Philip Cecil Fogwell 

121. William Peter Fogwell 

122. Dirk Cornelius Johannes van Schalkwyk 

123. Paul Stephanus Eloff 

124. Petrus Christoffel Verceuil 

125. Jan Anthonie Smit 

126. J ohannes Foord 

127. Willem Foure (sic.) Estate 

128. Rfudolf Johannes Strydom 

129. Gert Petrus Strydom 

130. Mattheus Jacobus Swart 

131. Francois Jacobus Viljoen (Estate) 

132. J.J. Schutte 

133. Petronella Schutte (Widow) 

134. Petrus Johannes Redelinghuizen 

135. John Francois Schutte 

136. Jacobus Nikolaas Swart 

137. J.D. van der Merwe (Estate) 
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138. Hendrik Adrian Roets (Junior) 

139. Petrus Daniel Gerhardus Nel 

140. Francois Gerhardus Seegcrs 

141. Willem Adolf Krige 

142. Jacobus Johannes Prctorius 

143. Bemardus Christian van Zyl 

144. Petrus Cornelius Raaths 

145. Frederik Albertus Welthagen 

146. Marthinus Wessel Pretorius (Estate) 

147. Johannes Gerhardus Pretorius 

148. Cornelia Petronelle Purchase (widow) 

149. Berhardus (sic.) Andries Zacharias Snyman 

150. Nerhardus (sic.) Cornelius Snyman 

151. John Christoffcl M. Snyman 

152. Johannes J urie Snyman 

153. John Petrus Jacobs (jun.) 

154. Christoffel J ohannes de Beer 

155. Jacobus Johannes de Beer 

156. Matheus Andries de Beer 

157. Thomas Aleck Watt Piltendrcigh (Estate) 

158. Jacobus Johannes Petrus Paulus Hugo 

159. Johannes Hermann Eybers 

160. Johann August Moller 

161. Albertus Constant Petrus Seegers (Jun) 

162. Douw Gerbrand Grobler 

163. Edward Rolph Smith 

164. Joost Heystek 

165. Petrus Johannes Smith 

166. Karl Petrus Smit (Estate) 

167. Daniel Jacobus Fabricus 

168. Petrus Jacobus Jansen van Rensburg 

169. Philip Christian Eybers 

170. James Arthur Watt 

171. Piet N aude (Estate) 

172. Henrik (sic) Conrad Grobler 
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173. Barend Jacobus Petrus Nell 

174. Peter Cornelius Grobler 

175. Johannes Christina Bosch (widow) 

176. Gert Roelf Johannes Strydom 

177. Marthinus Petrus van der Walt 

178. Petrus Johannes du Plessis 

179. Eleazer de Nyschen 
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1. Simon Soehne Himmelhoch 
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4. Karl Krogmann 
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The story of Louis Trichardt 

IS PART OF THE COLOURFUL HISTORY OF SOUTH 

Africa's northernmost frontier. It was here, 

AT THE FOOT OF THE IMPRESSIVE SOLITPANSBERG 
MOUNTAIN RANGE THAT SUCCESSIVE GENERATIONS 
OF EARLY PIONEERS OF THE TOWN CAME IN TOLICH 
WITH ONE ANOTHER IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 

The town, strategically situated in an area 

WHERE IT IS POSSIBLE TO CROSS THE MOUNTAIN 
EASILY, HAS BECOME THE GATEWAY FOR 
COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN SOUTH .AFRICA AND 
THE REST OF AFRICA. 

Louis Trichardt has been the silent historical 

WITNESS TO EVENTS WHICH SHAPED THE LIVES OF 
MANY THOLISANDS OF PEOPLE ALONG THE 
SOLITPANSBERG DURING THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. 





